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SEVENTH PARLIAMENT. 


SECOND SESSION. 


Governor=eGeneral. 


His Excellency she Right Honorable Sir RoOnaLp CRAUFURD MUNRO FERGUSON, a Member 
of His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most. 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over ‘the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Flustralian fAational War Government, 
(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General ... The Right Ronorable William Morris Hughes, P.C. 
Minister for the Navy ose .. The Kight Honorable Joseph Cook, PO. 
Treasurer a ee» Lhe Right Honorable Sir John ¥orrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
Minister for Defence e. Lhe Honorable George Fuster Pearce. 
Vice-President of the Executive Council ". ‘the Honorable Kdward Davis Millen. 

Succeeded by 

The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (16th November, 1917). 

Minister for Repatriation oes eee The Honorable Edward Davis Millen (from 28th September, 1917.) 
Minister for Works asd Kailways .. Ihe Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Minister for Home and Territories ee. the Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... «. Jhe Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Postmaster-General ee aA ee the Honorable William Webster. 
Honorary Minister ia ve the Honorabie Littleton Ernest Groom. 


Honorary Minister 


The 


Honorable 


Edward John Russell. 


Australian ational Udar Government. 
(From 10th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General .. The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C. 
Minister for thea A sae soo Lhe Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.O.M.G. 
Treasurer Bee See ee The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.O.M.G. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Wait (27th March, 1918) 
Minister for Defence 235 a8 ee The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation ee The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Minister for Works and Railways. -- The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). 
Minister for Home and Territories The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... The Honorable Jens August Jensen f 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (13th December, 1918). 


Postmaster-General 
Vice-President of the Executive Council cfs 


The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 


Succeeded by 
1919). 


The Honorable William Webster. 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 


Succeeded by 


The Honorable Edward John Russell “orth March, 1918). 


Honorary Minister ra dex. e- The Honorable Edward John Russell. 
(Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 
1918). 
Honorary Minister a oes ee. The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 


The Honorable George Henry Wise.* 

The Honorab'e Walter Massy Greene. (Appointed Minister for Trade and 
Customs, 17th January, 1919.)* 

Honorary Minister The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.** 

* Appointed 26th March, 1918.  _¢Remov ed fro om office, 13th December, 1918 ——** Resigned from office, 


Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 


31st January, 1919. 


Senators 


President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 
Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 


1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 


Barker, Stephen (V.) 
Barnes, John (V.) 


Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) 


Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) 
Fairbairn, George (V.) 
Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 
Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S. W.) 
Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) 
Grant. John (N.S.W.) 
Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) 
Guy, James (T.) 
Henderson, George (W.A.) 
Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) 
*] Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) 


1 Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees. 12th Jnly, 1917.——* Resignation ai aap 20th Deecmber, 1/18. 


Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) 
IMcDougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 
Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S.W.) 


+Muleahy, Hon. Edward (T.) 


Needham, Edward (W.A.) 

1Newland, John (8.A.) 

O’ Keefe, Hon. David John (T.) 

O’Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vincent, 
V.D. (S.A.) 

Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) 

Plain, William (V.) 

Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S.W.) 

Reid, Matthew (Q.) 

Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (S.A.) 

Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 

Senior, William (S.A.) 

Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) 

Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 


+ Appointed by State Parliament, 15th January, 1919.. 


One side of the nrometads deel was re- 
erved for officers and sergeants; the other 
ree sides of the promenade deck, the main 
1d boat decks, and the forward and aft well 
scks were available for the remainder of the 
ps... 7 
. The df ‘lfades is not a hospital abe but 
hospital carrier, the difference being that 
che latter only carries men who require very 
tle medical treatment. The system of carry- 
q so does not provide eabins for Aa 
10. 


12.18 a.m. (Saturday). 


_ DEFEN CE: BILL (No. 3). 
Message received fromthe Senate inti- 


ing that it had agreed to the amend- 


nts of the House of. Representatives in 


the Bull. 


Se nate. 


Wednesday, 25 J une, 1919. 


fey Panerren (Senator the Hon. T, 


Givens) took the chair at 3 p-m., and read 
p ayers, 
‘NEW SENATOR. 


-PRESIDENT.—With | ayer 


vacancy in the representation of 


the State of Tasmania in the Senate oc- 
ed by the resignation of Senator 


he Hon. J. J. Long, which I reported to 
he Senate on 20th December last, I have 
eived from His Excellency the Go- 
r-General a certificate of the oe 
f the Hon. Edward Muleahy as 
to hold the place in the Beis 
d vacant by the resignation. - 
@ CLERK then read the correspon- 
lence as follows :— 
M Commonwealth of Australia, 


Governor-General’s Office, : 
21st Sena! 1919, 


bt the ‘President “of: the Senate a 


eived — from_ His Meisel sa 


Mr. J. J. Long. 


 Givbedee ‘of Cassa: ‘ea 15th 
1919, on the subject of the appointme 
- Honorable Edward Mulcahy to hold t 


ereated in the Senate by the. resignation 


mR. M. Peace 
paren General 
[ Copy. 1: 


Government House, — 
Hobart, Tasmania, | 


fa 15th Cah into 


Your Excellency, . 
I have the honour to transmit herewit. ay 


copies of the proceedings which took place a 


Parliament House, Hobart, to-day, in connexion 

with the appointment of a senator for the 

State of Tasmania, vice stay ace James J oseph 

Long, resigned. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, es Exeelleney’ ‘3 
most obedient, humble servant, Im 

de se NEWDEGATE, 
Governor. : 


His Excellency the Governor- General, ie 
Federal Government House, Melbourne. 


ory: 1 


Legislative Council, 
Hobart, 15th as ios, 


- His Excellency the Governor. 


Your Excellency,—In reply to your eek 
lency’s message, addressed to both Houses 


Parliament, transmitting copy of a notification 
from the President of the Senate of the Com. 


monwealth Parliament that a vacancy had 
arisen in the Senate through the. resignation 
of Senator James Joseph Long, I have t] 
honour to inform your Excellency that the 
Legislative Council and the House of Assembly 
met together in the House of Assembly Chamber 
this day and sitting and voting together chose 
Hon, Edward Mulcahy gal 
to hold the place in the Senate Be pi 3 


by the said resignation. 


I have the honour to be, rei 
Your Excellency’s obedient’ servant, 


_ (Sgd.) TETLEY Graxt, 
: President. 


ADDRESS LO: BIS. MAJESTY THE 
| KING. : 


The PRESIDENT sab nhond: a ‘Te- 


ceipt of the following message from the 


Governor-General, intimating that His 
Majesty the King had graciously received 
the address agreed to by the Senate on 


the 12th November last (vide page 7 643). 


Commonwealth of Australia, — 
-.. Governor-General. 
The Honorable phe President. of the Senate. 
The Governor-General forwards here 
for the Meas sue of the honoratie mi 


: 10010 = __ Assent to Bills. 


as the Senate, copy of a despatch received froin 


(the Secretary of State for the Colonies inti-. 


P mating that the address agreed to by the 
Senate has been very graciously received by 
ane es 

Sasa sae ee hae oh Me ee 
ee Ho ~ Governor-General. 


"Federal Pode arent House, oe 
aloe, 24th March, 1919. 


: Commonwealth of Australia. 
ae No. 32, 

Ree lee ; Downing-street, 
Cer aes eearore 23rd January, 1919. 


~ Sir—I ave the honour to acknowledge the 


receipt of Your Excellency’s despatch No. 400 
of the 15th November, 1918, forwarding ad- 


dresses presented to you for submission to His 


Majesty the King by the Senate and the House 


of ‘Representatives respectively, together with 


a copy of your reply. 
2. His Majesty’s reply to the address as 


3 telegraphed. was conveyed to you by my pre-. 


_ decessor’s telegram of the 15th November. 
The addresses © “themselves have now been laid 
before the King, who was pleased to receive 
ay them. very graciously. 
T have the honour: to be, Sir, 

ek ET most obedient, humble servant, 


MILNER. 


preraor- eee His Excellency the Right. 


: Honorable Sir R. Munro Ferguson, G.C.M.G.., 
&e., &e. 


ASSEN I TO BILLS. 


a Assent to the following Bills 
Ss — : 


Iron and Steel Baar Bill. 

Conciliation and Arbitration Bill (No. A ee 
Income Tax Bill (No. 2). 
ee _ War- time Profits Tax Assessment Bill 
petergeen UNO. 2). 
etak - Chief Justice's Pension Bill, 
‘War Precautions Bill. 
Appropriation Bill 1918-1919. 


re- 


. War Service (Homes) Bill. 
. . Deceased Soldiers Estates Bill. 
_. Naval Defence Bill. 
See ~ Public Service Bill (No. 3). 
ce = - Defence Bill (No. 3). 


os TO ADDRESSES OF 


CONDOLENCE. 

The 
since the last meeting of the Senate he 
had received replies from Mr. Douglas 


_H. Reid, Lady Forrest, and Mrs. J. C. 


. Manifold, to addresses ‘of condolence on 


the ‘occasion of the death of Sir George 


‘Manifold, ee Oe es 


x _{SHNATE. 1 | 


Whe PRESIDEN T announced that he 


the: Peace Conference were approacl 


“as soon as practicable after they reac 


eS disarmament, a and the S 


PRESIDEN T announced ‘that b 


ful and~ Sane oe of the 


Red: ‘of Lord Forrest, ee of ae ae CG. 


- COMMONWEALTH BANK 


had received a copy of the aggreg te by 
balance-sheet of the Commonwealth 
Bank to 31st December, 1918, together 
with the Auditor-General s report he 


1. Until the pro ieerae detibera tiom of 


summon aie Houses for the discussion 
pe business. Even now the into . 


Australian representatives. 


Mr. Hughes and Sir J oseph Cook a 
expected to leave Britain this week, an 


vo the Peace Treaty and 7s 


vital ‘questions to this young natic Be ; 


The Government feels that fies oe 


perial Force had returned to Australia; 
,800 had been discharged at their own 
Tequest overseas, 18,000 were en route oe 


e repatriated. If the arecant Angie 
rovision is maintained, all our troops, 
cept the Depot and Head-quarters Staffs, 
will have embarked for Australia by the 


by the Government in placing the work 
n the hands of a responsible Minister in 
London. 


the return of the Australian Navy to its 
home station after its ee services 
overseas. a | Soe 


sapien ‘and ue 513 allotted to voca- 
es training, of which number 2,466 


| Batis up to 15 000 additional men to 
hus trained. 


N otwithstanding the serious foe ad 
1¢ influenza epidemic - and the strike 
upon employment, the number on the 
_ books of the Department awaiting employ- 
nent is only 6,810 (inclusive of 2,500 men 
. have been thrown back on the De- 
ment by the influenza epidemic and 


ial number discharged. — 
The total expenditure ee in da 


ss 


25 Tons, 1910 


ae 18 NOW 1 aera Poigiibstanding | 
he inherent difficulties, swiftly and satis-— 


- Up. to 31st May, 1919, approximately | 
169. ,000 members of the (eatcatian Im-" 


£40,000, 000. 
great task ae confirms the steps taken — 


_ We record. with pane and pléasure: 


- the Department are now being entered 


ie With no lessons to be en from - 


' modified to a considerate extent the co 


and permanent. 


, tinually pointing to fresh activities and 


smoothly, and the system, considering it 


ing results. — s 


widespread distress. 


he strike), being 3.86 per cent. of the 


- into an agreement with the States which eee 


ees 


| ‘Statement. i iS 


T tetded’ and. it is vanes that this: de 
centralization will insure the treatment 
of applications with a minimum of del y. 


With a view to making more ampl 
provision for returned soldiers decane t 
settle upon the land, the Government re: 
cently undertook to advance to the State: 
the money necessary to make available tl 
requisite number of holdings, and for rail- 
ways and other works necessary to the 
successful occupation. It further agree 
to. provide an advance up to £625 per 
settler. The total liability of the Com 
monwealth in respect of land settlement i: 
estimated at between £30,000,000 and 


The “ spade work” in connexion ae 
the housing scheme for returned soldiers, 
which was authorized by Parliament in. 
December last, has been heavy and sur- 
rounded by many difficulties. The initial 
stages are complete, and the operations of 


upon. It is intended to extend the pro- 
visions of the housing scheme to munition 
and other workers who undertook war 
service abroad under contract. 


The Government has given careful con- 
sideration to the question of employment, 
of returned soldiers and sailors in the 


a 


Publie Service, and has, in their interests, 


ditions of employmen both fon oea 


Although much hee ‘repatriation 
work yet remains, and experience is con- 


new methods, it may fairly be said that 
the repatriation machinery is running 


magnitude, has already ache eras 


4. The influenza epidemic in our aide 
has caused regrettable loss of life an : 


_ Although quarantine is in “the hands of x 
the Commonwealth, important health — 
powers still reside with the States. ; 


When an outbreak of this disease ap-- 
peared probable, the Government, with a 
keen desire to unite all the administrative us 
forces of Australia in its attack, entered 


_ 


© operation. 


This agreement was abrogated by 


eeparal State Governments, who, in de- 


fiance of constitutional rights, imposed 
their own quarantine measures on land 
and sea traffic. 


‘The result was a daracntanle disor- 
“ganization of the shipping services, occa- 
_sloning serious shortages of food supplies 

and fuel in many parts of the Common- 
wealth, and grave delays in the debarka- 
tion. of our returning soldiers. 


The futility of such methods was, how- 

ever, gradually recognised by most of the 
States, and nearly all the local regulations 
have since been withdrawn. 


5. The Government has prepared and 
forwarded, for the consideration of the 
Governments of Britain and the Domi- 
-nions, a scheme providing for the ad- 

a ministration, conversion, and extinction 
of the war debts of the Empire. 
u m6: A large number of the fleet of 
“steamers which are owned in Australia 
is still under Imperial requisition, but 
their release is expected within a few 
months. ‘The vessels remaining in Aus- 
tralian waters are requisitioned under 
: powers conferred under the War Precau- 
tions Act. As a result of the govern- 
+ mental control of Inter-State shipping, 
es Australia has, during the war, enjoyed 
more favorable freights and fares than 
any other belligerent country. The urgent 
question of maintaining, after the pre- 
. sent control expires, the cheap coastal 
_ services in the face of the tempting rates 
earned by tonnage in other waters, is at 
present engaging the attention of the 
Bs Government. 
ee During the past year the shipbuilding 
~ policy of the Commonwealth has been 
energetically pursued. Two steel vessels 
have been launched in Australia, ten more 
are under construction, and contracts 
have been entered into far another ten. 


38 oe Se ae 


The contracts for wooden ships in Aus- 

tralia have, for the most part, been can- 
celled. It is the intention of the Govern- 
_ ment, when opportunity offers, to dispose 
2 08 similar Neg pu on the Pacific coast 


provided for complete concert and oe 


ping eae at reasonable rates. 


sider fie advise upon our future i al 


f 


ee ica denes s SachAihe Lats 


‘The Elie af "the (overseas ig to. 
eontinue the Commonwealth lin Be of 
steamers, and to build dare and faste: Rs 


YN eg 
tiations in this direction are at prem 
progress. . 

. As indicated to ‘Parliament in 


requirements. It is expected that his 


August. The Government is grateful 
the Lords of the Admiralty and the Bri- — 
tish Cabinet for making pee ¢ 
services of so eminent an ae as 


Fleet of Britain. 

8. In pursuance of a promise giv 
Parliament that the expenditure of 
Commonwealth would be carefully 
viewed during the recess, a Royal C 
mission was app e to report on 


it is fee be of material assistance 1 
effecting reductions of expenditure i in th 
Public Departments. 
9. It has been found impossible ioe 
pose of the unsold portions of our wheai 
upon anything like reasonable conditions 
Shortage of” tonnage has intensified . 
difficulties, so that, in addition to 870,000 
tons which are still held for the Imperiz 
Government and other buyers, the Aus- 
ae Board has on hand stocks of o 
2,000,000 tons, carrying an overd: 
£18, 800, 000. | 


In furtherance of its ies of 
ing our primary Pragati the G 


ganization of their induster 4 7 
standardization of their product 
after full consultation with tho 
cerned, a ‘workable scheme accepta ti 
the great body of dairy” farme Bus 


Wipes 


i 


ved, a organization “ producers i in 


ae £10. The Ace cessation of hostilities, 
= and the vast accumulations of metals 
_ which are no longer required for warlike 
_ purposes, have exercised a paralyzing 


j _ world. It is feared ay no Sonal 
improvement is possible until those accu- 


arts and manufactures. 

Vigorous efforts have been made by the 
Prime Minister to make sales of lead, 
 eopper, and tin with the Imperial Govern- 
- ment, but, so far, without success. Nego- 
fiations are still proceeding. The zinc 
position is more fortunate, as the con- 
tract is for a period of ten years after the 
war. In the hope of maintaining the out- 
: put of the copper mines and smelting 
_ works, the Government arranged to make 
advances to producing companies in re- 
spect of copper produced up to 31st March 
last. 


_It is the intention of the Government to 
make ‘proposals to the Governments of 
States which are calculated to relieve 
srially the stagnation arising out of 


unfortunate stoppage of production. 
The | reduced demand for rare ee 


aaa between the Troverisl and 
ommonwealth Governments. 


pat N otwithstanding the elaborate legis- 


Sommonwealth and the States to prevent 


“Ti 


oF settle industrial disputes; Australia is 


fact | the Commonwealth Court in 
January last, have struck, and thrown 
Je° practically the whole of the Inter- 
tate shipping. The Government inter- 
ned with the object of averting the dis- 
ranization of the industry, but the sea- 
leclined the mediation of the Court. 
vernment has, in order to conserve 


ba [25 J une, 1919.] : 


_ posed ce eiee on the consumption of 


bl fer’ : 
“mulations have been absorbed in peaceful “*) 5); 3: yee to imnocent 


of peace, the constitutional authority to. 


to Parliament, the Government has Te 


d power for essential needs, im-- the stocks of coal in , BRE pares of he a 


_ Statement. 


fuel. oo 

The seamen’s strike is already causing 
much unemployment in dependent in- 
dustries, but as the attitude of the union 
constitutes a challenge to the authority 
and laws of this Parliament, the Govern- 
ment can offer no concessions. Unless 
wiser counsels prevail amongst those re- 


industrialists and to the community must 
supervene. 


12. With the exception of ‘hie or ; 
of a few commodities respecting which 
contracts exist with the British Govern- 
ment, or financial obligations have been 
incurred by ‘the Commonwealth, the Go- 
vernment has withdrawn the orders mad@ 
under the price-fixing regulations and 
has wound up the organization of the 
Prices Commissioners. i 

It was considered advisable e 
gradually release these restrictions, and — 
thus allow trade and commerce to adap$ — 
itself to normal conditions, rather than 
continue this form of control to the date 
when our powers would automatically 
come to an abrupt termination. © ri 


As the Commonwealth has not, in time 


deal with price-fixing, the exercise of 
such powers must now revert to the 
States. 

There is indubitable evidence that 
during tke abnormal conditions created 
by the war the operation of the Price r 
fixing Department has saved the con- 
sumer many millions sterling, and has- 
prevented those tragic increases in the — 
prices of goods which have been regis- | 
tered in every other country engaged S 
the great conflict. ‘ 

13. In the spirit of the promise ma a 


pealed a considerable number of other ' 
regulations made under the War Pre» — 
cautions Act, and has removed or. relaxed 
many restrictions operated under thp 
Defence Acts, including censorship. : 

14. Some months ago, having asces 
tained that the coal industry was in an 
unsettled and critical condition, and thas 


eo ae takings which are basic, 


C 10014 | Ministerial 


Ga ionweslh were Aeioerpusty: low, 
the Government called the employers ‘and 
employees together in conference. After 
full consideration, it was decided, in order 
to prevent a serious dislocation of in- 
dustry, to authorize an increase of wages 
as agreed upon by the employers and em- 


ployees, and a corresponding increase in 


the selling price of coal and coke. 


15. The programme for the session 
will embrace the following :— 


A Supply Bill covering the first ae 


months of the new financial 
year, which will be the first 
; measure tabled. : 
Bills for the supersession of the War 
Precautions Act,--as indicated 
during the debate on the ex- 
tension Bill last year. These 
will provide protection in rela- 


tion to wheat, wool, dairy pro-— 


duce, and some other commo- 
dities which have been specially 


dealt with during the period of 


‘the war. Other matters of im- 
portance arising out of our war 
activities or experience will 
also be submitted. : 


|The Peace Treaty and its attendant 
covenants. 

A Tariff Bill, designed, firstly, +0 

Insure the preservation of those 

manufacturing enterprises in- 

augurated during the war, which 
are already being subjected to 
fierce competition; secondly, the 
encouragement of new  under- 
and 
upon which our ‘national safety 

‘depends; thirdly, the extension 

ie and diversification of existing 

aces industries; and generally the 

Eien ee development of Australian pro- 
duction and manufacture. 

A measure to. facilitate and expedite 
the decision in industrial dis- 
putes, and improve the methods 
of the operation of the Arbi- 
tration Acts. 


Cau inancial measures 
loans and taxation and the re- 
lations between the 
wealth and the Eten 

Senator Millen, pies 


move— 


dealing with : 


Common- 


Eaten one aa scene 
subjects and aliens, with a vie 


Danton Fitereste:- 
Amendments of the existing law) pro- 
viding for a closer inspection 

and control of immigrants, 

which the experience of the war 
has rendered necessary. 
A Bill in relation to the gn of 
voting at elections for 
“oe openate. < : 
A Bill to amend the 
Commission: Act. 


ae Science and Industry, ved 
has already passed the Senate. 
A measure to establish the Burea 
of Commerce and Industry. — : 
A Bill to amend the Navigation 
Act, which must ere long be 
3 proclaimed. This ‘amendment 
1s necessary to bring the prese 
Statute into line with more 
vanced legislation. : 
Several other measures, includi 1s 
Bills dealing with Customs, D 
fence, Lighthouses, Posts and 
Telegraphs, Estate Duty Assess. 
ment, Land Tax Assessment, 
Aviation, Kalgoorlie to Port. 
Augusta Railway Lands, ie 
antine, Lands Acquisition, Trac 
Marks, Shipbuilding an 
Shipping, and other matte: 


honsrable: members to co- oper in 
consideration and passage of measure 
having for their object the ee 
people of eae 3 


That the paper be printed, Oe 
Debate (on motion by - Senator me 
DINSE Jr ae : 


PAPERS. 


‘ture—__ 


and Conditions. of Employment in aye 
Vol. I General Report. eo 


[25 Tone, 1919.1 ee 


Px hedtural Recs eave a ear of Gant General Division ‘Officers Unio 
mittee appointed to inquire into financial _ the Trade and Customs te 
results of occupation of agricultural land, : 
rae Rie Pape ore ee OLR 
: Arbitration (Public Service) Act oh General Division_ Officers’ ‘Unio 
Awards of Commonwealth Court of Con- ; the Trade and Customs Depart n 
_ciliation and Arbitration, and other of Australia (dated 6th - M 
documents, in connexion with plaints 1919). 
 gubmitted by— Postal ‘Sorters’ Union of. “astral 
Australian Commonwealth Public. (dated 16th December, 1918). 
Service Clerical Association Audit Act 1901-1917— 
(Award dated 14th March, 1919). . Regulations amended. Statutory, Beh, 
~ ‘Federated Public Service Assistants’ - 1919, Nos. 47, 52, 60. 
Association of Australia (Award | Transfers of amounts approved. by: the 
dated 3lst March, 1919). facie -.. Governor-General in CoUnee, —Finan- 
Meat. Inspectors’ Association—Com-- —__ciall year 1918-19— x 
monwealth Public. Service (Award  _- .. Dated 26th March, 1919. 
dated 27th March, 1919). - 2 "Dated 380th April, 1919. 
Orders of Commonwealth Court of Con- — _.. Dated 28th May, 1919. 
ciliation and Arbitrations, and other -. Dated 6th. June, 1919. 


documents, in connexion with varia- — aystralia.—Report on Trade for year 1917 
Poe Oo of awards in the following by H.M. Trade Commissioner in the Com- 
-¢ases :— monwealth. : 


a coe ane re Bolshevism in’ Russia.—Collection of Reports. 
December, 1918). _ Coal - Jaeuetry Commission.—Interim Re 
Australian Commonwealth Post and _ ports (2) by certain Members, and Report 
Telegraph Officers’ Association . by certain other Members. (3 papers.) 
(dated 18th December, 1918)—(2 ~. Commerce (Trade Descriptions) Act 1905 
= bases). < - A Regulations _ amended ela Ru en 
Australian Commonwealth Public 1919, Nos. 11, 88. 


Service Clerical Association (dated 
: Sauunonwedtth aecvoral Act 1918. anne Re 
pee econ 3018)... ferendum (Constitution Alteration) Act 


_ Australian Commonwealth Public ie we 
Service Clerical Association (dated ce reas eeu lations Saelsctee — . 


18th December, 1918). 
| Australian Letter Carriers’ Associa- Commonwealth Government Small koe Fa 
tion (dated 16th December, 1918) tory.—Report for year ended 30th June, 
_ —(2 cases). 1918. Ce at 
_ Australian Letter Carriers’ Associa- Commonwealth Railways Act 1917 Se 
tion (dated 18th December, 1918) — By-law No. 9. sk 


 =—=(2 cases). 
Australian Telegraph and Telephone ae ee eee ‘Act 1905. = peruce 
Construction and’ Maintenance 1918, respecting Contract Immigrants a 


U dated 3 
cece ee neha mitted or refused admission into the Com 
monwealth, &c. ‘ 


Telephone. Officers’ Association : 
(dated 16th December, 1918)... - — Criminal Law Amendment Bill ne ee 


Pe araiiohiw oaths Gonerat Division Offences Bill—Report, &e. from Joint 
Telephone Officers’ Association - Select Committee of House of Lords and 


(dated 18th December, 1918). House of Commons. 
Commonwealth General Division Customs Act 1901- 1916—_ 
~~ Telephone Officers’ - Association _ ‘Proclamations Prohibiting Eanurtene 
(dated 6th March, 1919). - (except under certain conditions) of— 
Commonwealth Legal Professional _ ‘Cheese containing Margarine or other 
_ Officers’ Association (dated 6th — J foreign fatty substance. 
nie eae Se ee . . ‘2 Condensed Milla 3 
ederated Public Service Assistants’ Good PavecleoPask oo.” at 
Association of Australia (dated i See ey: Big See es 
aS Ere ecerbens Eee a ree Phlationa: amended. —Statutory ‘Rules : 
. = Federated Public Service: Assistants’ 1919, Nos. 41, 86, 87, 137, 138. . 
7 ; Ps 


A ti of Australia (dated — a Gare 
Pak Descuber 1918) (2 a Death and. Invalidity. in the Commonwealth. o 


, General Division Officers’ Union of | Committee concerning Eanes Hert on : 
the Trade and Customs Department Diphtheria. ‘ 


oF Australia, fon 16th anion _. Deceased Soldiers’ Estates Ao 1918. —Regu- 
18). eon Se Rules 1919, No. 


es 


i. emended.—Statutory Rules 1918, Nos. 
B19, 320, 321, 322, 333, 334; 1919, Nos. 6, 
ie UBS 15, 16, 23, 24, 26, 33 38, 39, 42, 
48, 49, 50, 54, 61, 64, 65, 66, 72, 13, 74, 
. Ole. 92, 95, 104, 105, 111, 114, 121, 122, 
BA 126, 127. 
) | Demobilization and Resettlement.—Regula- 
tions made by Military Service (Civil Lia- 
bilities) Committee. 
Dye Industry.—Memorandum by Board of 
Trade re State Assistance. 
Emig ration Bill 1918 ._—Correspondence. 


Entertainments Tax Assessment Act 1916.— 


we Regulations 
1918, No. 299; 
ess Act 


amended.—Statutory Rules 
1919, No. 51—wNo. 68. 
1901-1918. — Regulations 


oo ~ amended.—Statutory Rules 1919, No. 118. 


Gold Production Committee. —Report. 
we Immigration Act 1901-1912—Return for 

1918, showing (a) Persons refused admis- 
gion to the ‘Commonwealth; (b) Persons 
‘who passed the dictation test; (c) Persons 
admitted without being asked to pass the 
dictation test; (d) Departures of coloured 
- persons from ‘the Commonwealth. 


ie Tndian Industrial | 


Commission, 1916-18.— 
Report. 
‘Lands Acquisition Act 1906- 1916.—Land_ ac- 
Ame <qnired at— 
-_. Currie, King Island, PAsiianis-For 


_ Postal purposes. 

Fairy Meadow, New South Wales—For 

. Federal Capital and other purposes. 

. Five Dock, Sydney, New South Wales— 

po or Repatriation purposes. 

ie Kangaroo Point, Brisbane, Queensland— 
‘For Repatriation purposes. 

‘Launceston, Tasmania—For Defence pur- 
poses. 


purposes (3 cases). 

- North Sydney, New South Wales—For 

Defence purposes. 

North Sydney, New South Wales—YFor 

_ Repatriation purposes, 

Port Augusta, South Australia—For 

Railway purposes (2 cases). 

_ Port Pirie, South Australia—For Defence 

purposes. 

Port Pirie, South Australia—For Cus- 

_. toms purposes. 

bateen: New South Wales—For Re- 

x patriation purposes. . 

- Rosemount, Queensland—For 
purposes. 


‘Defence 


poses. 
nes Ministry of Reconstruction— 


oo so SSIs 

Building Industry after the War—Re- 
port of Committee. 

bi ‘Civil War Workers Cone eaa: 
Be 8rd, 4th, and 5th Interim Reports. 


ition in the Arm —Second Interim 


“Act 1903-1918. — Pepalations, 


= Lithgow, New South Wales—For Defence 


_ Westernport, Victoria—For Defence pur-. 


_ Advisory Bodies—Statement re Appoint- 


Seal 
Electric Power Supply—Report of jn 
mittee of Chairmen. ae 
Employers and Employed, Relations be- 
_ tween—Final Report of Committee. 
- Engineering Trades (New Industries) 
— Report of, Committee. eee 
Machinery of Government Committe 
Report. , 
Rent Increase and Mortgage Interest 
(War Restrictions) Ack heat of 
Committee. ‘ 
Work of the Ministry—Report for peri 
ended 31st Pere 1948eo% 


cates were granted abel 1918. 
Naval Defence. Act 1910-1912 —Regulat 
amended.—Statutory Rules 1919, Nos 
2; 8,18; 19, 58, 62; 63, 110; 135, 0s 
Northern Territory. —Ordinances— 
1918, No. 183—Real Property. 
19192 a an 
No. 1.—Interpretation. = = 
No. 2.—Bush Fires, ; 
No. 3.—Jury. thee 
No. 4.—Bank Holidays. a 
No. Ripe tds Slee s Dwellings. : 
Northern 
trator for year ended 30th Jane] 1918. ae 
Papua.—Ordinances— a 
1918— . 7) a . 
No. 1] —Native Taxes. 


1918S hy 
No. 1.—Native Phntatione RCP 
Patents Act 1903-1909. — Regulation 
amended. Peter ae fae Late; Aor . 
No. 30. 


fous. amended are ne Rules | oe 
Nos. 327, 330, 335: 1919, Nos. 22, 37, 5 

124, 131, 132, 133, 186; 1469 sa 
Public Service Act 1902-1918— 
Appointments, Promotions, &¢.—_ 
cues Minister’s Department—_ 
V. R. Driscoll. iy 
J. Fennessy. | 
H. ©: Hine and D, E, Aikins, 
G. J. Hogben. 
M. O. Matthes, is 
W. Y. O’Driscoll, A. Perry, 

Webster. a 
G. H. Waite: 

Department of the Treasury— ae 
T. §. Harrison. B. 
S. McK. White. 


J. M. Ramee, 

K. C, Waughi 2 z 
Department of Defence— 
_A. J. Harney and A. Crisp. 
Postmaster-General’s Depértme 

W. Carrick. ye 

H. W. Conolly. 

A. W. B. Fawcett. 
RR. H. Henniker. | 


‘To1s, No. 312; 1919, Noe, 35, 27, 40, 

~ 59, 93, 94, 99, 109, 120. 

- -Beamen’s Compensation Act 10} Regula 

tions amended.—Statutory Rules 1919, 
No. 139. 

Beit Act 1906- 1918—Regulations amendéd, 
—Statutory Rules 1919, No. 69. 

Territory for the Seat of Government.— 
Ordinances of 1919— 

No. 2.—Timber Protection. 

No. 3.—Fish Protection. 

No. 4.—Cotter River. 

The War— 

_ Austro-Hungarian Cee ene Note ad- 
dressed to Governments of all Bel- 
ligerent States. 

Cost of Living—Increase ‘since June, 
1914, and counter- -balancing factors 
arising under War conditions.—Report 
of Committee. 

Emergency Legislation passed by Par- 
liaments of the EKmpire—Summary. 

Emergency Legislation—First and Second 
Reports from Select Committee. 

Germany— 

Conditions of Armistice signed llth 
November, 1918. 

Convention ‘prolonging Armistice. 

Economic Conditions prevailing, De- 
cember, 1918, to March, 1919— 
Reports by British Officers. 

Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey 
—Terms of Armistices. 

German Colonies—Correspondence relat- 

ing to wishes of Natives as to their 

a future Government. 

_ Imperial War Conference, 1918.—Ex- 
tracts from Minutes of Proceedings, 
- and Papers laid before the Conference. 
Insurance—Preliminary Statement of 

Results of Government War Insurance 

Schemes. 

National Expenditure—Select Commit- 

~ tee— 

Memorandum on Sixth Report, 

Ninth Report, with Se 

Tenth Report. 

Wational Relief Fund.—Report on Ad- 
ministration, up to 380th September, 
~1918. 

Peace Treaty between Germany and Fin- 
land, together with Commercial and 
Shipping Agreement. 

Prisoners of War— — 

Combatant prisoners of war and 
civilians. — Agreement between 
British and German Governments. 

Employment in Coal and Salt Mines 
of British prisoners in Germany— 
Report. 

Treatment of British prisoners in 
Turkey—Report. 

Treatment by Germans of prisoners 
taken during Spring Offensives of 
1918—Report. 

Treatment by Germans of prisoners 
taken during Spring Offensives of 

1918—Further Report. 


Pd 


Tehignite = | 

British Hospital Ships Hota: Glen- 
art Castle, Guildford Castle, and 
Llandovery Castle—Torpedoing by 
German Submarines—Circular De- 
spatch to His Majesty’s Diplomatie 
Representatives in Allied — and 
Neutral Countries. : 
Merchant Tonnage and the ‘Sub. 
marine—Supplementary Stateme 
showing, for period August, 1914, 
to October, 1918— (1) Merchants 
Tonnage losses by Enemy Action 
and Marine Risk; (2) Merchans 
Shipbuilding Output; (3) Enem 
Vessels captured and Bova: inth 
Service; together with Diagrams, 
‘Women—Employment in the “United 
Kingdom during the Ware ee of 
Board of Trade. 
War Precautions Act 1914-1916 —Regulé- 
tions amended. _ Statutory Rules 1918, 
Nos. 326, 331, 332; 1919, Nos. 4, 5, 8, 29, 
34, 36, 46, 53, 70, ae 112, 116, 128, 194% 
Wireless Telegraphy Act 1905-1915 —Regular : 
tions amended.—Statutory Rules 1919, No. — 
134. 
Wool: British Government’s Puvenens of 
Australian Wool Clip, Balance of Season 
1916-17.—Appraisement and Disposition — 
Statement; Statement of Wool scoured on 
account of Imperial Government; State- 
ment of Wool scoured. on account 0 
Russian Government; Statement of Woo. 
reclassed and/or repacked on account of — 

Imperial Government; and Contraries and 
Oddments Statement. 
Report by Surgeon-General R, H. Fetherston 
Director-General, A.A.M.S., on (1) Austrar 
lian Army Medical Services Overseas; (2 
The Medical Service of Great Britain an 
the Allies; and (3) Re-education and 
establishment of War Cripples in Ameries, 
Europe, and India.—February- November. 


DEATH OF RETURNED SOLDIER. 


Senator KEATING.—I ask the Min- 
ister for Repatriation (Senator Millen) if 
his attention has been drawn to a repors 
of the death of a returned soldier who 
was found drowned in Hobart, and, if s 
will inquiries be made into. the coed 
According to the evidence in the pape 
it appeared that the deceased soldier pa 
recently applied for vocational training, 
and had been refused by the Repatriation 
Board. In the course of the inquiry, 
some caustic comments were made by the 
coroner. 

The Presmpent (Senator the Hon. Bs 
Givens).—Order! The honorable senator 
must not make Saletan when asking a 
question. oF 


“Privilege. : . eee (s! = 


8 peating the statements in the report to 
which I am drawing the Minister’s atten- 


tion. I ask him if he will instruct that 


ee a be made. ; 7 

Senator MILLEN. co votined = the 
pails also the caustic comments of 
the coroner, 
graphed to Hobart for information. The 
report supplied to me was to the effect 
that the unfortunate man had applied 


for vocational training, and had been in-_ 


formed that he would get it. His case 
was merely pending the formal decision 
ve Ry. the Board, when his unfortunate 
death took place. In view of these facts 
I take this opportunity of suggesting that 
even important individuals like coroners 


should learn the facts before they indulge — 


in the ney of caustic comment. 


“PRIVILEGE. | 


- Conrinvovs SESSION OF PARLIAMENT. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[3.29 | I desire, as a matter of privi- 
lege, to draw attention to the position 
which, it appears to me, is created 


by the continuous session of Parlia- 


ment. This question is probably a quast 
legal one, and certainly. somewhat. consti- 
tutional. 
: leads us to assume that our meeting 
to-day is a continuation of the second 
session of this Parliament, which has 
lasted now for about two. years. As 
this matter affects the rights and. privi- 
leges of the members of the Senate 


through the Standing Orders which have 


been framed in accordance with the Con- 
stitution, I hope you, sir, will bear with 
ome if I go back to the circumstances 
under which it was adopted. The draft 


Constitution was submitted to the people 
for their approval, and there was then 


published an annotation made by Mr. 


(mow Sir Robert) Garran in connexion 


_ with the particular clause that bears upon 
_ the postion. The draft Constitution that 
was placed before the people stated, in 
_ Part I., section 6, that “there shall be a 
‘session of the Parliament once at least in 
“every year, so that twelve months shall 


‘not intervene between the last sitting of | 


- the epouepreny | in one session and its first 


ee KEATING. ry am ay re- 
that there shall be continuing: sessions, oF 


tention of the provision in the Constitution 


‘and I immediately tele- 
cumstances. arise, Parliament might not 


‘seventeen’ months. — 


first session occupied © ‘nine. moriths, 


third - 


The business-paper before us 


was a member—brought about what was 


sitting in the next: session.” 
tion to this was that “ there mu j 
least one session a year.” It did not. say 


a half session, but there must be one ses: 
sion a year. It seems clear that the in- 


was, firstly, that, should exceptional cir- 


be prorogued indefinitely ; and, secondly, 
that no single session should be longer 
than a year, or else as near to that ee 
as could reasonably be arranged. 

In going back through the: history 
Federation, I find that the first session 0 
the first Parliamént~- occupied about 
The second sess 


occupied only le months; bu 


beginning of that session was we 
within é twelve months. of the : 
In .. the . second Parliament, 


the second session six months, while a 
occupied U 
months. 


within iovelos menehe of that te secon : 
session commenced, and occupied eleve 
months. The third session commenced 
on the 16th September, 1908, and closed 
within three months of that date, There 
was a fourth session in the third Parlia- 
ment, so that, so far as those Parlia 
mente are concerned, twelve. months. di 
not elapse between one session and the 
next. In the fourth Parliament, circu 
stances were somewhat similar. “The first 
session occupied five months; the secon 
three months; and the third session 
months. But, ‘again, twelve months did ot 
elapse between one session and another. 
In the fifth Parliament we had tw 
sions in practically one year;. but Ww 
the war occurred the then Governme 
of which an honorable senator op 31 


to my mind, an extraordinary state 
affairs. When the war started we had 
longer one session a year, and in th 
Parliament, from 1914 onwards, w 

a long continuation of the one session, 


of the present Parliament. ei 
Having shown the exact positi 
the. Parliaments since | » the in 


‘o draw your at- 


; = President, to the Standing 
Orders ‘hidh bear upon the present situa- 
tion. But for the Standing Orders under 
1 rhieh our debates are carried on it would 
not matter very much whether the Parlia- 
ment had been prorogued and a new ses- 
ion started, or whether, as is actually the 
case, the Houses were adjourned and 


we were continuing to-day the second. 
Parliament, which has- 


oe : 


session of this 
already lasted nearly two years. 
ing order No. 133. reads— | 


No Question or Amendment shall ne proposed 
which is the same in substance as any Ques- 
tion or Amendment which, during the same 


session, has been resolved in the affirmative - 


r negative, unless the Order, Resolution, or 
Vote on such Question or Amendment has been 
zs escinded, 


e that if we go on as we are doing, prac- 
tically making the whole of our parlia- 
mentary term one session, the effect will 
be that honorable senators will be de- 


barred from referring, for instance, to. 


the subject of repatriation, in connexion 
with which Senator Bolton moved the 
ret. of the. Senate last year. 


as we aaed under that standing 


aoe erniors with she Oe sena- _ 
ors rights and privileges, does he not 
hink it would serve those of other hon- 
orable senators? an 


“Senator. PRATTEN. —I am not wae 


im a pony manner, but am 


: Be Renate to what may occur within the 


ak 


next six or nine months. 
: s just read a long list of legislative sub- 


_ jects which the Government have notified 
it a oe intend to i before this Par-- 


‘this Parliament. 
- standing order 413— 


Under that Sardine meee it appears to nearly two years ago. 


The Miniger 


‘Orders, 


Peotered with; 


I call wien 


in Committee, eens by the tae a ‘ 
Senate for personal Saar ss 


Bor ‘of the scandal session Of és 
Parliament on which we are now enteri g, 


no honorable senator would be ab 


refer, for example, to the debate which 
took place i in this Chamber last year on th 
War Precautions Act. 

senator would be able to refer to debate 


in connexion with defence adminis 


tion; nor would any honorable senat 


be hie to refer to the debate on the War 


time Profits Tax Act which took place 
Standing or 
No. 414 bears also upon this matier- 


No Senator shall read extracts eeata oe 


‘papers or other Documents, except Hansa d, 


referring to Debates in the Senate during the 
same ‘Session. 


Standing order No. 416 also bears: 
the subject of sessions, 


lows :— tat 


= In ne words, the strict ee 
of this standing order in connexio 


Be Ce now ae pn ae 


en Parliament, and our 


months onwa sideonte to be eee eS : 


continuation of the session, and 
you, sir, strictly enforce ‘the: oe 
_ the rights — 


and, ee to the 
strict rules of debate under our. Standing 


“9 


‘Privilege. 


10020 _ 


 Senatot Miren.—Who interfered? 
The honorable senator states that our 
rights and privileges will be interfered 
with. Who interfered with them? 


- Senator PRATTEN.—I am drawing 
attention to a position which may arise 
in connexion with our future work in. this 
Parliament, and under the Constitution 
I question very much whether the Govern- 
ment can constitutionally call this a con- 
tinuation of the second session, seeing that 
we have been going on for two years. 
If they can do that, the Standing Orders 
must be amended to preserve the rights 
and privileges of honorable senators. It 
seems to me that the Standing Orders 
were clearly made on the understanding 
that there would be a session of Par- 
liament in every year. If you, Mr. 
President, hold that this is a con- 
tinuation of the second session, and 
an honorable senator refers to de- 


- bates in another place or to matters 


dealt with in this Chamber even two years 
ago, another honorable senator, by rais- 
ing a point of order, may question his 
right to do so under the Standing Orders, 
and you must rule against the honorable 
senator being permitted to make such re- 
ferences. I draw attention to the posi- 
tion which has arisen out of the course 
which has been taken. I am not blaming 
the Government. This procedure was fol- 
lowed by the Government of the Parlia- 
ment of 1914 as well as by the Govern- 
ment of the Parliament of 1917. But 
“peace was signed yesterday, and whatever 
reasons there may have been for the de- 
parture from precedent, and, in _my 
opinion, from constitutionality, I think 
that honorable senators should now refuse 
fo agree to any arrangement by which 
their rights and privileges might be cur- 
failed. I feel sure that in dealing with 
the legislation which this Chamber will 
be called upon to deal with during the 
éurrent session, honorable senators will, 
_ in spite of the procedure which has been 
_ adopted, insist upon the freedom of de- 
‘bate which is their right and privilege. 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
_ ¥. Givens).—I may be allowed to explain, 
“On the point of privilege raised by Sena- 
tor Pratten, that whatever complaint the 


_{SENATE.] Privilege 


J 


Senate may have in the matter—and E 
recognise that certain disabilities are im- | 
posed on members of both Houses of this — 
Parliament because of the procedure 
adopted—it is not the Government that is 
responsible, but it is Parliament itself. 
The Senate is responsible for the pro- 
cedure adopted in this chamber. As a 
war-time precaution, the Senate assented 
to this practice of its own motion, and I 
remind Senator Pratten that he was him-— 
self a consenting party to the adoption of 
this practice, and that if the privileges : 
of honorable senators have been inter- + 
fered with le has been one of the guilty 
interferers himself. The honorable © 
senator asks if the Government are justi- 
fied in regarding this meeting as a con- 
tinuation of the session of Parliament. It — 
does not matter whether the Government 
are entitled to so regard it or not, the — 
fact remains that it is a continuation of 
the session, because the last motion 
passed in this Chamber was that the 
Senate at its rising adjourn to a date to 
be fixed. The date fixed was to-day, 
and the Senate meets to-day in con- 
tinuation of its last sittings. I should 
like to congratulate Senator Pratten upon 
the study which he has evidently given — 
to the Standing Orders during the recess. —_— 
The practice of continuing a session from _ 
the beginning of the Parliament until its — 
close was assented to purely as a war 
measure, and now that the war is happily 
over, I trust that it will disappear. I 
should like to remind Senator Pratten — 
that some of the disabilities which he has 
enumerated, such as inability to refer to 
debates in another place, have always — 
existed. If this were a new session, and —_ 
honorable senators had been called to- ~~ 
gether to-day by proclamation of the Go- 
vernor-General, that disability would still _ 
exist. Honorable senators find methods 
by which they may allude to debates in 
another place, but it is not my business 
to point out what those methods are. 
Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [3.46]. — 
—We all recognise that the continuance ~ 
of the session of one year into the next 
has necessarily involved certain limita- — 
tions of the privileges of honorable sena- — 
tors in debate. But as you, sir, have 


iy 


| 


i Ppetitea out, the continuation of the ses- 
sion from one year into another has 
been the conscious and deliberate act of 
the Parliament itself. On each occasion, in- 
stead of going away after a prorogation, 
the Houses have assented to a motion for 
an adjournment to a date to be fixed. 
_ +The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
_ . Givens).—Order! I find that before 
the matter can be discussed 
-_ cessary, under the Standing Orders, that 
an honorable senator bringing forward a 
matter of privilege should conclude with 
a motion. I must, therefore, ask Sena- 
_ tor Pratten to submit a motion. 
«Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
- [8.48].—I move— 
: That the matter complained of, and the 
interference thereby with the privileges of hon- 


erable senators, be referred for the considera- 
tion of the Standing Orders Committee. 


: Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [3.49]. 
' I was about to suggest that we should 

not allow. the discussion to terminate 
without referring this matter to the 
- Standing Orders Committee. I have 
always regarded the provision in the Con- 
* stitution to which reference has been 
made as designed to prevent a Govern- 
ment keeping Parliament from meeting 
- for a period of twelve months. It does 
not necessarily mean that every year 
there shall be a separate session. ‘The 
object of the provision. is to prevent a 
Government from carrying on for twelve 
- months without meeting Parliament. 
_ The section reads— = 
There shall be a session of the Parliament 
once at least in every twelve months, so that 
twelve months shall not intervene between the 


last sitting of the Parliament in one session 
and its first sitting in the next session. 


_ That was passed to prevent government 
- without Parliament. With regard to the 
matter of privilege, I shall refer only to 
standing order 447, which reads— 
Except so far as is expressly provided, these 
Standing Orders shall in no way restrict the 
mode in which the Senate may exercise and 
uphold its powers, privileges, and immunities. 
The spirit of that standing order is that 
our Standing Orders are intended to 
etve the purposes of the Senate, and that 
the Senate is not to be a slave to the 
Standing Orders. Seeing that we have 
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it is ne-- 


~ honorable senators if there were occasion — 


ay 
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adopted this new principle, at any rate 
for the period of the war, and there may 
on some other occasion be an extension 
of a session from one calendar year into 
another, it is very desirable that th 
Standing Orders Committee should con 
sider what Standing Orders, if any, are 
required to meet a state of things which 
was clearly not in contemplation when 
the Standing Orders were originall: 
framed. | 3 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [8.51].—I 
do not at all object to this matter being 
referred to the special Committee consti- 
tuted to deal with such questions, but — 
it is somewhat anomalous that exception — 
should be taken to the continuation into 
this year of the session commencing last 
year on the ground that it interferes 
with the rights and privileges of honor- 
able senators. The action taken to con- 
tinue the session was taken to conserve 
those rights and privileges. Honorable 
senators were informed at the time that 
the reason for the course taken was that, — 
in view of the position when the armis- — 
tice was signed, everything being ex- 
tremely vague and nebulous, it would in- 
terfere with the rights and privileges of 


to call Parliament together on an emer- ~ 
gency arising. In order to give the Go- — 
vernment an opportunity of consultin 
with honorable senators should the neces 
sity arise suddenly, and to give honorable 
senators an opportunity to attend in thei 
places, this course was adopted. 


Senator Kxarmve.—The _ honorable 
senator means the course of adjournment — 
instead of prorogation? a. 


Senator MILLEN.—Yes. 


Senator Kxratine.—It was eminently ° 
desirable that that course should be’ 
adopted. mat 


Senator MILLEN.—It was done to. 
preserve the rights and privileges of hon- — 
orable senators. If I did not know the 
versatility of Senator Pratten, I should 
‘be more surprised at his action than I — 
am, but it has appeared a little strange — 
to me that he should attack the course — 
which has been followed, and to which 


See fered: with Ve rights and privileges. of 


a ‘honorable senators,.when, as a matter of: 
fact, it was to preserve those rights that 


we ‘agreed to es rather than to be 
- De : : 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


CLOSING OF MOUNT MORGAN 
- COPPER MINE. 2 


ee FOLL.—I .ask the ‘Leader of | 


the. Senate whether he has any informa- 
‘tion to give, or can make available any 
of the correspondence which has passed 
between myself and the. Acting Prime 
Minister, 
jJand Government and the Acting Prime 


Minister, on the matter of the. closing 


down of the Mount Morgan Copper mine 
: in Central Queensland? ~ 
Senator MILLEN.—1I have no know- 
ie of the correspondence, and neces- 
sarily none of its contents. If the hon- 


~ orable senator will ask his question to- 


- morrow, I shall make inquiries in the 
a meantime. 


SIGN ING OF PEACE. 
ahs Sealer MAUGHAN.—I = ask the 
< - Leader of the Senate whether itis a fact, 
Meee) reported in the Herald of this dhe 
- noon, that peace has not been signed ? 


: ‘information than that which reached the 


ie Prime Minister yesterday, and was. : 
_ given to the public. It was to the effect 
that peace had been signed. As pos- 


 gibly some misunderstanding may arise 
- from. this reply, 1 may state that when 
I began to speak I was not aware 


of the nature of the report which 1s ap-- 


parently in circulation. When I stated 
that peace had been signed, I think I 
should have said that the message received 


: by the Government was to the “effect. that~. 
the Germans had agreed to sign the Peace 
signatures. had — 


_ Treaty—not that the 
_sotnally been attached to it. 


“MEETING OF PARLIAMENT AT 
| oPEDERAL CAPITAL - 


“Senator GARDINER.—I ask the Min- 
ister, ae Seer ena Millen) 


sv hethen he wil place re the 
the desirableness of marking the 
of peace after the great war in whi 


hi ie iisceibet on the ground that it er 


meeting at the Federal ae next 
sion? 


_the necessary buildings, I fear that t o 


‘and also between the Queens- 


order to Seen i a matter 
{4 0] .—I move— 


Senator MILLEN.—I have no other 


tralia. It appears from the reports wh 
have been made - fee that “ie 3 a ro 


vessel. . 


‘returned to Australia.” 


-demnation. 


avail. 


have been engaged, by this Parlian 


‘Senator. MILLEN,—In oe of ‘the 


matter brought forward by Senator Pra 
ten this. afternoon would assume an eve 
made to give effect: fa the hoes se a 


tor’s Je aagae The requisite ipa 


“ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


oo or Pav FREEMAw, 


tor Grant an intimation that he des 
to move the adjournment of the Senate 


That the Senate at its rising ae nti 
2 p.m. to-morrow. 


_ Four honorable senators having 


man an the. military authorities — in 


Me ee iiss on board an oe 
He was refused permissio 
land in America, and was subsequ 
_He was deporte 
a second time, and was again returned to 
Australia. This treatment seems t to 
constitute an outrage, which ought n 
be passed over without the: severest 
Efforts have been r 
secure a trial for this man, but 
On the 2nd instant, ter Wy 


ne gnath, athe 
nyself, Mr. | 
despatched ‘ 


Mah and. Mr. West, was. 
to the. ana ing Prime Minister :— 


Meeting of Federal and State members urge 


you to take immediate action. with a view to~ 
Urge — 


revent the death of Paul Freeman. 
mmediate removal to hospital.” Ae 
At this time Paul Freeman was confined 
on board the Sonoma. He had’ deter- 
mined that rather than leave Australia 


for the third time, he would adopt what | 
‘On the 5th 


known as a hunger strike. - 
instant, the following reply was received 
from ‘the Acting Prime Minister :-— 

Re telegram from yourself and Messrs. 


Mahony and West, of 2nd; arrangements made - 


for Paul Freeman to be disembarked from 


onoma and placed under detention, pending ~ 


nstitution of inquiries - with a ‘view to. de- 
nitely establishing nationality. 


Prior to this action being taken, very 


grave disturbances were narrowly averted x 


m Sydney. It is a most serious matter 
or any Government, no matter how power- 
ful they may be, to arrest any man, to 
place him in custody, and to propose to de- 
port him without laying any charge what- 
ver against him, and. without giving him 


understand why he is being dealt with 
I repeat that 


1 this summary fashion. 
j cone of re city of peel was very 


8 ie. wire, poten by me and 
ee Brookfield and Blakeley, was de- 


2 We have bieerviowed: Paul “Freeman: to- aay 
He has started on another hunger strike, and 
is condition is very low. Freeman fears de- 

petabion without trial. Will you release 
: oe egos ee are prepared to go 
_ bail. : 


Your. telegram re. Precniat to ahd. I have. 


ent it on for consideration to the Acting 


ster for Defence and on receipt of his 
lyice. will: communicate with you. 


strike out for himself: 


but it was not too ‘successful, 4 ‘ 
10th 


inst. - the © 


wired— 
Reference. your telennned ‘message r 


Freeman suggest your request be pu 
ing or-forwarded by telegram. — a 


honorable oe 


The following wire, signed by myself, 
Brookfield, and Mr. ea was os 
sent to. Senator Russell : — fee 


Will you release Freeman on bail “ane 


-us to put him in a private Pala 


prepared to go bail. 
Then, on the 13th inst., Senator Rue 


Who appears to have taken at least two 
‘days to consider the matter, " despate ed 


the following wire:— 


Pending result of inquiries front Unite 
States authorities as to reasons for refusi 
Freeman admission -to America, Cabinet h 
decided that he shall be detained in custody 


As most senators ‘are probably aware 
Paul Freeman is a miner by occupation 


‘and, as the result of certain informatio: 
‘supplied to us, 
‘was sent by Mr. Blakeley to Mr. TE eo 


the following telegra 


dore, Acting Premier of Queensland : 


Paul Freeman Committee elected by Annua 
Labour Conference have instructed me 
proach you with view to. protect - eeman 
interests claims Cloncurry district. 


IT am informed by Mr. ‘Blakeley ha 
a reply has been received on Mi 


taken the necessary sepa to. _protee 
Paul Freeman’s interests. ase 
has assumed a degree of importance « 
tirely apart from Freeman himself. 


ary workman, che follows . tiie: avoc 
of a miner. He is a man who is not 
much inclined to work for an emplo 
As soon as he gets a few pounds togeth 
he strikes out on his own. That ty 


man, I submit, is an exceedingly valuabl 


asset to Australia. The a ee who 


He went: seats 
from Cloncurry approximately — 80 3 

to somewhere near the source of 
Leichhardt River. He took with 


Efaue horses, some sets. of harness, 


Fine 
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necessary implements, some oud. 
some mining tools. 
mates that these were worth, approxi- 
mately, £500. Having commenced pros- 
pecting operations, he discovered one 
claim, which he christened “The Four 
Slaves.” He then went further along 
to another spot, where he thought the 
prospects were good, and this he desig- 
nated ‘‘ Just a Chance.’’ Still further 
along he pegged out another small claim 
called ‘‘The International.’ None of 
those claims, so far as I can gather, was 
of very. much account, but later on Free- 
man discovered ore in such quantity that 
he christened this new claim ‘‘ Freedom.’ 
When he was arrested suddenly one 
evening, by means of two policemen, a 
blacktracker, and some dogs, he was mak- 
ing from this mine at least £3 per day. 
Apparently he was then very far removed 
from any habitation, so if he were in- 
clined to make any remarks at all, there 
would be nobody to hear him. So far 
-as I know, he made no remarks of any 
kind, nor was his behaviour such as to 
justify the Department in attempting to 
deport him, at least without a trial. If 
the ‘Department had any 
against the man, it is surprising to me, 
and certainly it was unfair to Paul Free- 


3 man that he was not faced with his ac- 


cusers. He was suddenly arrested ai 11 
o'clock at night. He was ordered to 
come out of his tent, but he declined to 
do so, and instead, he invited the police- 

men inside. They entered the tent, and 
r understand Paul Freeman quietly sub- 
mitted to arrest, and was suddenly re- 
moved from that locality. He had only 
_ a limited time to give instructions with 
regard to his horses and other property, 
aud I believe he has heard nothing about 
them from that day to this. He had 
also ab grass about £100 worth of copper 
ore, and does not know what has become 
of that either. To my mind, such 


treatment would not be fair to any 
man, and certainly it is very. un- 

: fair ‘to a man prepared, as Freeman was, 

to strike out on his own account and 
actively engage in a useful occupation. 
We have been told repeatedly, not only 
by this Government, but by all the Go- 


y : vernments of Australia, that what is re- 
- guired in Australia is more production. | 


ne Senator Grant, 


"(SENATE 


aad This i is a Miiatenient. which we | hear fr rom 


Altogether he esti- 


information . 


almost every public speaker, and “which 
is reproduced almost daily in the press of 
Australia. Owing, no doubt, to the 
agitation that took place, the Govern- 5g Goo 
ment did not attempt to deport Freeman 
a third time, so he is now confined In 
Pia is termed a hospital in the Victoria — 
Barracks, Sydney. I visited him on 
several occasions, sometimes alone, and 
sometimes in the company of others. 
When first J saw him he was certainly in 
a very low condition, because he had thea : : 
commenced a further hunger strike; but 4 
believing there was a possibility | of Se 
trial, he agreed, prior to my departure — 
on. the occasion. of my second visit, to 
take some liquid refreshment. I have — 
seen him since then, and he appears to be 
gradually being restored to normal | 
health, though he is a long way off that a 
yet. The hospital ward in which he is | 
confined has very much the aspect ob ae 
prison, there being bars to the windows, 
bolts to the doors, and all the necessary 
adjuncts of a gaol, including, of course, 
the sentry marching up and down. His 
room faces the south, so no sunshine 
can enter, and altogether it is much dif- 
ferent from rooms in other portions. of 
the hospital building. It appears to 
me that this man is not receiving fair 
treatment. If the Government have 
anything against him, why are they ap-_ 
parently afraid to erant him a trial? So 
far as I can learn, he has Pee at me 


the hands of the authors. hoi 
contend that, like every other citizen 
Australia, he was entitled, when arre 
to have an opportunity of confrontin, 
accusers, and to have a free trigh 3 
is all he wants, and anything less will 
ba justice. Of late years a cone 
number of men have been arrested and 


have likewise been deported. 
know their history. I do not a 
know eS history of Fay Pres 


plied to me; but, so ise as I eae Be 
is Beene against him, He invit S 


accusers, ind he is satisfied ‘that ibe 
granted ‘to him, he will get justice. 
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cor @ to the ae information, Bence 
is abe ne to be signed, and in view of 
the fact that, so far as we know, there is 
no definite charge against Freeman, we are 
har inne him, and probably many others, a 
: very great injustice by keeping them in 
lake pee: I have, therefore, moved the 
formal motion of adjournment so as to 
ce ee this matter prominently before the 
ee ppotle and in order that Freeman may 
_ have a free and open trial. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Acting 
Minister for Defence) [4.19].—The 
story told by Senator Grant would be 
an interesting one if it were alto- 
gether correct. Immediately information 
reached me concerning Paul Freeman I 
ordered a full and complete inquiry, with 
the result that it was definitely ascer- 
tained that he was not permitted to land 
at San Francisco by the United States 
Government. Then, recognising that it 
was useless to send him back until we 
. had settled the question of his nationality, 
I ordered that he be removed to a military 
hospital in Sydney. The Government 
ordered his deportation in 1918. © He 
had stated that he was a native of Mount 
~ Vernon, in the United States of America, 
od, therefore, the Government attempted 


claimed was the land of his birth, but 
the American Government refused him 
_ admission on the ground that his citizen- 
- ship had not been established. I have 
offered every opportunity to Paul Free- 
man to establish that he is an American, 
: eee not an enemy citizen. He has been 
_ unwilling to do that. It has been stated, 
also, that he has never been in the 
_hands of the authorities before; but the 
inquiry instituted by the Government 
: proved the fact that he was before the 
-Oourt in Cloncurry, in June, 1918, and, 
A apparently, had been under observation 
for some time. 


Senator Garprver.— What was he be- 
fore the Cloncurry Court for? . 


Senator RUSSELL.—He was charged 
‘under 9V. I take it, that that was for 
non-registration as an alien, and that he 
vas not complying with the laws of the 


naturalized? 


to. deport ee to the country which he 


establish who he is and what he is. 


Foot? A 
ee 0 


Paul Hiceman. : 


Bons ‘Famparmn. Had | 


Senator RUSSELL. Ne. 
registered as an alien under 
Precautions Act. 


the 
The opinion ee tl 7 
Government is that Paul Freeman is no 
an American citizen, but a German sub 


ject, and that he registered as. a: 
American for the purpose of avoiding - H 
internment. I do not wish to make any. 
statement to the injury of any individual 
I merely make this statement in defence 
of the action that has been taken. = 

Senator Garpiner.—But I think Ww 
ought to know his history. 

Senator RUSSELL.—I am obliged, ag 
a Minister of the Crown, to administe 
the laws passed by this Parliament, — 
and I find that an order made in 1915 
reads— 


(1) The Minister may order the. denortution 
of any alien and any alien with respect to 
whom such an order is made shall forthwith ~ 
leave and thereafter remain out of the Com- 
monwealth. he 

(2) Where an alien is ordered to be ie 
ported under this order, he may,. until he can, 
in the opinion of the competent Naval or — 
Military ‘authority, be conveniently conveyed — 
to and placed on board a ship about to leave — 
the Commonwealth, and whilst being conveyed — 
‘to the ship, and whilst on board the ship, until — 
the ship finally leaves the Commonwealth, be 
detained in such manner as the competen 7 
Naval ‘or Military authority directs, and, . 
whilst so detained, shall be deemed to. be. > in | 
legal custody. 


In 1915 Parliament deliboriete create 
the Cabinet a jury to determine que: 
tions of alien citizenship. I take it tha 
Parliament thought it wise to do this fo 
the preservation of this country durin 
the war, and in order that men suspected — 
of enemy sympathies could be kept unde 
observation or deported. The Cabinet 
are still of the opinion that Freeman 
must be deported; but we are willing to’ 
“maake any and every inquiry, and will” 
assist anybody to help Freeman to cay : 


Senator Garprner.—Will you give | 
us the reason for his deportation? — 

Senator RUSSELL.—TI do not. propose 
to go into all that this afternoon. — That - 
is not my particular function. LI point ; 
out again, that the jury, in Freeman’s — 
case, was the Government of Australia. — 


yi 
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‘a humane manner. 


_Ailjournment 


oe ‘Lt. aaa O’Loaurin. Bey . 
a, 1 had an opportunity of meeting his 
2 accusers ? e 


Senator Mitimn.—Did honorable sena- 


S tors opposite grant a trial to the men they 
— locked-up? 


Senator RUSSELL.—Parliament  in- 
vested the Cabinet with the authority 


of a jury with regard to these cases 


during the period of the war, and 


we are now trying to ascertain Paul 
Freeman’s citizenship. If honorable sena- 


tors, or Paul Freeman himself, will ‘co- 
operate, every opportunity will be given 
to establish his claim to American citizen- 
ship. I only want to say, in conclusion, 
that Paul Freeman was treated i in a per- 
fectly humane manner. If he did not 
have the services of a military doctor in 
the early stages of his confinement, it was 


because the ship’s doctor did not desire it. 
- Freeman was never at any time in danger 


of dying of starvation, because he was 


_ well provided with concentrated food and 
 Yaisins. 
in the hands of the Government, he is 


According to the latest report 


now doing well. We are treating him in 


ment which has been furnished in a brief 


report, the effect of which is that for 


three years Freeman was a member of the 


American Army. 


Senator Lt-Colonel O’Loguris.—Did 
not the ship’s doctor: protest against his 


: treatment! Q 


Senator RUSSELL.—Not to me. Natu- 


: rally, the ship and its doctor would be 


glad to get rid of a man whom that vessel 


had carried twice across the ocean in ee 
circumstances. 

Senator Minien —Nobody seems to 

want him. America does not want him. 


We do not want him. The ship’s doctor 


did not seem to want him. 


- Senator RUSSELL.—That is the posi- 
tion. We are now in touch with the 


_ United States Government, which is try- 


ing to establish the man’s citizenship. 


- When that has been established Cabinet 


will again deal with the matter. 


Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales) [4.27].—I am exceedingly sorry 
_ that the Minister has seen fit to withhold 
. from the Senate information to which we 


3 cae ns 


portation of Paul Freeman. I have never 


_ whom there is either a charge or the sus- 


net acted as a jury, and sentenced Free- 


He has made a state-_ 


‘net, ae aye are. the noite er ae 
deportation. No member of this Parlia- 
ment who participated in the enactment 
of the War Precautions Act and its regu- 
lations would have dreamed that under 
that Statute such an outrage upon 
individual liberty could be perpetrated 
as we have witnessed in the arrest and de-— 


seen the man, but if the Government are 
going to do this thing outside of the law— —_ 
and I am saying this just as I stated if 
before a large public meeting the other 
day—if the Government will brush the. 
law on one side and appeal to force, then 
we shall meet them at their own game. 
Let the Government realize that this is 
what they are stirring up. We are now 
living in a time of peace; and surely, 
such being the case, the Courts of this © 
country can deal with any man against 


In the present in- 


picion of an offence. 
Cabi- 


stance the Minister informs us that 


man to deportation. This is a Parliament 
of free men representing free men, and if 
the Government essay to deliberately : 
brush aside all the safeguards of our laws, 
then we shall teach them that they canny 
do such things. — 

Senator Gururre.—But you agreed to 
that particular regulation. 

Senator GARDINER.—I did nope g 
of the kind, in so far as it furnishes power 
to do such a thing as this ; and I chal 


War Precautions regulations, which ¥ Ww 
intended to al this oun a 


any trial. 
Senator GARDINER. —That was 


during a time of war, and in similar 
cumstances we would do the same t 


ful consideration of ‘the ‘possibil 
.danger to this Cone a pee 


th : ee Aes Goveriieht ety “withheld 


from the public in these altogether dif- 


nt circumstances the grounds for their 


action, and the information upon which 


they based their arrest of Paul Freeman ? 
I do not know the date on which the Go- 
-vernment dealt with the. man. 
asked for it. The . fact that he was 
so brought -up’’ in: June, 1918, on the 
ground that he had not registered as an 
alien may indicate that it was after the 
war had ended—that is to say, after the 


_ armistice—that he was arrested. Will. 


any man pretend that an individual who 
‘is away out in the interior of Australia, 
toiling as a working miner, can -be re- 
- garded as a menace to the safety of this 
pe art . 
Senator O'Kuuve. —He may have ‘had 
“an aeroplane. ; 
- Senator Guturm ee. Bat he might 
have had a penny-halfpenny stamp. 
Senator ~ GARDINER,.—One’s 


mind 


ean conjure up all manner of dangers if - 


th man had had his liberty. The’ Go- 
ment may know of something, but 

n the matter is raised in Parliament, 

in the interests of the whole community, 


ie people are entitled to be informed 
her or not there was anything | serious — 


inst the individual in question. The 
public will not permit a Government to 


ride rough-shod over our country’s laws, . 


and to send a man out of Australia with- 


ut any Eenmledee of his having committed — 
The Government say they 
onstituted a jury, and that it was upon: 


an offence. 


their finding that Freeman was sentenced 
to deportation. it is, I. think, a little 


over 700 years since the Signing of Magna 


| Soi ator Mies 1d is only four years 
7 ce ha passed ne law that has been 


| eSonator GARDINER. —Yes; 


as passed for common-sense men, not 


but Eb 


idiots — to administer; : 
the Government - that 
xy appeal to foree and apply 

y will get it back. me warn them 


or a a of 


At the 


I have 


the Government came to their ’ 
When a _Government, 


oie of an mdividual’ a ye : 
charged with an offence to have a 


— were peecncd in the interests of : 


the safety of the community. That was 
an eminently wise and proper course ; 


must be. protected ee eke . pai 
ticular individual? The ee reason 


this is At cae ning 1n war tin 
is it for the protection of Austra 


: im neh 
who had set, foot 1 m ‘Australia, the Le uld 


be. given an open trial. We are 

people who believe that the vilest er 
should be put upon his trial befor 

condemned. Take such crimir 

Deeming and Butler. 


America, whereupon 1 Glee ws 
the law was put into operation to. 


‘them back and give them a 
open trial. But here we see a 


jury of Cabinet Ministers 


sentencing a man to deportation, oe 
the additional fae of ae 
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to receive him, whereupon he is com- 
pelled to be rocked to and fro on the ocean 
- until the shipping company involved takes 
notice of the situation and gets the 
capitalistic press to move the Government 
of Australia to take the man off the ship. 
No man on suspicion alone should have 
been deported from this country at such 
a time as this, when the war is virtually 
over. Australia has been built up by 
men of all nationalities. 

Senator Gururm.—Unfortunately. 


Senator GARDINER.—I say, for Aus- 
tralia, fortunately. In the State of 
South Australia, even the subjects of our 
late enemy in chief accomplished very 
ereditable pioneering work, and in 
Queensland it has been the same. But 
Paul Freeman is not an enemy subject. 
Obviously the Cabinet believed that, in 
that they sent him to America, the coun- 
try of his birth—to America, one of our 
Allies : 

Senator Farrparrey.—He said he was 
an American. 

Senator GARDINER.—And the Go- 
vernment accepted his statement. We 
are told that he is a subject of one of our 
Allies. Suspicion can rest upon the 
fairest reputation in the community. If 
an American citizen resident in Australia 
has a charge levelled against him, surely 
we have not reached that stage where our 
Government can send that person back 
without trial to America. Senator Grant 
has stated that Freeman has been for ten 
years in Australia. If that be the case, 
the position of the Government is all the 
worse when they hold that such a man 
can be picked up from his peaceful em- 
ployment in the interior of Australia 
and sent back quietly to America. What 
is the good of the Government pretending 
there is any military danger in regard to 
this.individual? Our War Precautions 
Act and Regulations were not intended, 
surely, for friends of the Government to 
be able to move the Government to get 
_ them a mining show which they could not 


secure by any other means. The Govern- 


ment may be in the possession of infor- 
mation that would damn this man in the 
eyes of the public. But the more dam- 
natory their information the greater need 
is there for a trial: Freeman protests 


omnia a 
his innocence, and the people are suffi- 
ciently fair-minded to demand, not only 
for ah innocent man a fair trial, but the 
same meed of justice for a guilty man. 

I am able to draw a distinction in re- 
gard to internees against whom there has” 
peen only suspicion. It fell to my lot 
to have to order the internment o1 
certain individuals who were deemed to 
constitute a danger to this country in 
time of war. Any party so regarded was 
interned in order that he might have no 
further opportunity to assist our enemies, 


and endanger us. It was right that 


every such precaution should be taken, 
even where there was only suspicion 
against the person concerned. The one 
correct course of action was to promptly 
place him where he could do no harm. 
But Paul Freeman is not being given a ‘ 
fair deal to-day. . His treatment is umn-  — 
British and un-Australian, and the sooner _— 
the Government realize the danger of —_ 
goading the people into resistance of their 
actions, when such actions are not based 
upon the law, the better. My blood boils 
at the thought of a decent working man eee 
toiling away miles out from the outposts 
of civilization, and being suddenly taken 
by order of the Government, and dragged — 
away from his occupation as a miner, 
wherein—we are assured by Senator 
Grant—he could earn £3 per day. . 
Senator FarRBAIRN.—Who has the mine 
now ! ee ae 
Senator MaucHan.—You will have to 
give notice of that question. ee ea 
Senator GARDINER.—I do not know. _ 
I know that he communicated with the 
Acting Premier of Queensland to see 
that his mining interests were protected, 
Senator Granr.—And Mr. Theodore 
replied that he was looking after his in- x 
teresis. is ae : 
Senator GARDINER.—The point I 
am trying to make is that this man was _ 
in the country before the war, and, ac- 
cording to the Minister, the only charge — 
levelled against him was that of not re 
porting as an alien. He was brought up — 
at Cloncurry on that charge. The Min- 
ister, in reply to Senator Grant’s state. _ 
ment that he was never in the hands of __ 
the authorities, mentioned that he was 
brought up on the charge of failing to 
report as an alien in June, 1918: The 


=. ie ee © 
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Fie war had then been raging fos neatly four 
‘years, and, according to the admission of 
or tne Minister, there was nothing against 
* this man but the charge of not reporting 
' ~ himself. There was clearly no evidence 
against him, or the Government would 
__ gurely have given it, to show that he was 
a danger to the community. It is the 
~ merest pretence for the Government to 
gay that in this case they are carrying 
out the law with regard to aliens who 
- tmay be a menace to the country during 
a time of war. I asked what was the 
date on which the Government dealt 
with this case. The Minister refused to 
give the information, or, at all events, he 
did not give it. But if this man was 
brought up in June, to take the Minis- 
ter’s own words, it must have been con- 
siderably after June when the Govern- 
ment dealt with his case. We know that 
‘the armistice was signed in November, 
and for the life of me I cannot see any 
honest reason why the Government 
should desire to keep this man in prison 
_—for he is in prison at the present time. 
The PRESIDENT.—The honorable 
_ senator’s time has expired. 
Senator O'KEEFE (Tasmania) [4.42]. 
ee ihe Acting Minister for Defence 
(Senator Russell), in replying to Sena- 
tor Grant, said that, while he had told a 
: very interesting story, he had, unfortu- 
nately, not piveri all the facts. I tell the 
_ Minister that, while he has given an in- 
teresting reply, and a quotation from the 
Act of Parliament under which action 
was taken in this case, he did not give all 
- the facts, and his statements may mis- 
_ lead the country. He quoted the words 
of the War Precautions Act, and charged 
_ Senator Gardiner with being a member 
of the Parliament and of the Govern- 
_ tment responsible for the. ‘passing of that 
: Act. 
:g Senator Russzurz.—I made no such 
4 hate. . 
Senator O’KEEFE.—The statement 
_ has come freely from the other side, and 
ae it is a fact that the War Precautions Act, 
under which this man has been dealt 
with, was passed by a Government of 
peeks pores Gardiner was a tataatien 
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Precautions Act to show that the Minis. 
ter ‘administering it may order the de- 
portation of aliens, and thereby left to. 
the country to believe that he is satisfied 
that this man is an alien. Later on in 
his statement He admitted inferentiall: 
that he is not yet satisfied as to whethe1 
the man is an alien or not. I think I am 
right in putting that construction on the 
Minis‘er’s reply. The Government be 
lieve him to be an alien 
Senator Mitten,—He claims to be an- 
alien. 
Senator OKEEFE.—He elaine to b 
an American. 
Senator Mititen.—That is an ree | 
Senator O'KEEFE.—We mean an 
enemy alien. Senator Millen need not 
attempt to split straws: The honorable 
senator knows that although Americans — 
are aliens, there are thousands of them _ 
in this country whom the Government 
would never dream of deporting. Sena- 
tor Russell’s reason for the action of the 
Government is that they believe Freeman 
to be a German: The weakness of the 
Minister’s position is that the Govern-- 
ment have refused to give this man an 
opportunity of proving that he is not 
German. I do not know Paul Freeman 
and have never seen him. I know no 
thing of his case beyond what I was able 
to read in the newspapers when I was ir 
another State. I have only the interes 
in Freeman which, I think, should be 
held by every aiphe man in Australia 
I wish to see that every citizen of thi 
country gets a fair trial in the Court 
before he is dealt with in this way. W 
know that there have been other cases 
in which men have been allowed to re 
main in gaol, and though they hav 
pleaded for a trial, and an opportunity to. 
face their accusers and prove their inno- 
cence, they have been denied that oppor- 
tunity for several months when it should — 
have been afforded them at the outset. — 
This kind of action is repugnant to the — 
spirit of freedom which I believe to — 
be inherent in every Australian, no mat- 
ter what his political colour may be. — 
Neither this man nor any other should be 
deported from Australia without being 
given a fair trial. Unless the Govern- * 
ment are absolutely certain that Pr reeman 
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is a German, and that his presence here 


would be a menace to the safety of the 
community, he should not be deported. 


- The Government have not proved that he 


is a German, an enemy alien, but they tell 
‘us that they believe he is: If he is, the 
country should know it, and the man 
should be given an opportunity to prove 
that he is not if he can do so. 
the Government to say whether it-is in 
accordance with the feeling of the people 
of Australia that, even before the war 
was over, any man should be held for 
month after month in an- internment camp, 
or should be deported, without: a trial 
in an open Court. According to the infor- 
mation which we have been able to glean 
- from the press, it has not been proved 
that Paul Freeman is an enemy subject. 
- He is being deported only because the 
Government believe him to be a German, 
- and they will not give the public the rea- 

‘sons for their belief. -What has happened 
- to Freeman may happen to any other 
~ man in this country to-morrow, and I am 
sure that Australia will not stand for 
that kind of thing. In this case the pro- 
cedure adopted is absolutely irregular and 
unfair, and I am satisfied that it is against 
_ the general wish of the country. Paul 
_ Freeman may be all that Senator Russell, 
who has to administer the War Precau- 
tions Act, believes him to be, but the mem- 
bers of the Government will themselves 
agree that neither he nor any other man 


should be condemned as guilty until he is 


given an opportunity to~ prove his inno- 
cence. The Government in this matter 
have reversed‘ the usual order of things. 
‘It is a well-known maxim of British jus- 
tice that a man is supposed to be innocent 
until he is proved to be guilty. The 
action taken under the War Precautions 
-Act in this case is a violation of that 
maxim. The Government say that they 
believe Freeman to be guilty, and the onus 
of proof is upon him to show that he is 
innocent, while at the same time they. do 
not give him an opportunity to prove his 
innocence. I have risen in defence of the 
_ principle that no man should be interned 
_ for any longer than is necessary to pre- 
- pare for a trial of his case, and no man 
should be deported until he is given an- 

opportunity of showing why he should not 
Senator O'Keefe. abet sa: : 


be deported. ve ‘upon trial the verdict 
of the Court is that if set at liberty he 
would be a menace to the country, let him — 


I put it to 
‘matter.  - Pee 


-Russell’s statement for it that it is a fact 


had not established citizenship. | 


_any other.. If there are other reaso Ss 


~ ment would not re-admit Freeman. 


Wales) [4.55].—I did not intend 


go back to the internment camp. 
Senator Lyncu.—Has he been sent out 
of America ? : eet 
Senator O7KEEFE.—That is what we | 
want to know. We want to know why 
he was sent out of America. The facts, 


_or alleged facts or statements, on which 
action has been taken should be made 


known, so that the people may know as 
much as the Government know of the — 


Senator Lyncu.—Is it a fact that the 
American Government would not admit 
Freeman ? ; oe 

Senator O’KEEFE.—1. take Senator 


that the American Government refused 
to re-admit him on the ground that he — 


MM fee oc 


Senator Lyncn.—Was that the only 
ground ? eens 2 


Senator O’KEEFE.—I do not know of 


and if the Government are in possession of 
them, they should let the people of this 
country know why the-American Govern- 


He | 


is a citizen of some country, and if the — 
Government can prove that he is a citizen — 
of Germany, or of any other enemy 
country, they should do so in open cour 
The public should not be left under the 
uneasy feeling that at any time the | 
vernment. may put their hand on ar 
man and say, ‘‘ You must go out of . 
tralia.”” If he asks, ‘‘ What for?” 
Government say, ‘‘ Never mind wha: 
out you go.’’ There is no party p 
about this matter, and it is up to th 
vernment to let the country know t 
reasons they have for believing Freeman 
to be of German origin, and that his — 
being allowed to be at large in Australi 
would be a menace to the country. — 
should let us know why they insist o1 
deportation, and why they refuse hi 
public trial, which would show wl 
prompted the action they have tak 
Senator McDOUGALL (New 


up time on this question. But I y 
like to inform honorable senators 
other parts of Australia that this is nob — 


ni ede 


Le 
ecently a committee was ene in aed. 
ey, representative of all classes of the 


community, and these people are appeal-. 


ing for fair and just treatment to this 
man. They include the heads of. the 


~Roman Catholic and Anglican churches, . 


_as well as Miss Rose Scott, who, as long 


as I can remember, has ea pormonten 


with every organization in this country 
which has had at heart the welfare of her 
fellow men and women. 


would be more pleased to see him deported 


than I would. But if Paul Freeman has - 


been unjustly treated, as he affirms, the 
Government should: promptly remedy the 
injustice. If Freeman went out 
into the bush amongst the mosquitoes, 
flies, and other insect pests which worry 
mankind in the back-blocks, and dis- 


covered wealth there—wealth . which will | 


ee beneficial to this country as well as 
to himself — it is an outrage that he 
should be torn away from-it and deported 
Sunless he is guilty of some crime. 
Upon a matter of this kind there is no 
need for the Government to adopt secret 
methods. 


4 publie opinion. They can prove to the 


eople, “‘ This: man is not loyal, and 
sherefore we wish to deport him.’’ But 
the persons whose names I have men- 


ioned have banded themselves together 


for the purpose of fighting for Freeman’s 
liberty, and I certainly think that the 

overnment ought to consider their re- 
presentations. 


did not take Paul Freeman off the 
Sonoma the people would do so; and, 
ad it not been for the wire which 
ame through from Melbourne, and 


ras read to the meeting, they ‘would. 


have taken him off the vessel. Even 
hen, it was not the Government which 
ook him off; 
ho carried eee ashore. 
circumstance that upon every occasion on 


hich the Government come into conflict — 
Even > 


th a State they are defeated. 

the State of New South Waleg took their 
larantine, and marched it out to the 

| : ge Ground. Thus, the 


If any man aa 
disloyal to the country he lives in, nobody 


They can confidently appeal. 


“stance, 


I was present amongst 
an enormous crowd in Sydney when the 
threat was made that if the Government 


- upon record, 


it was the: ‘ship’s: officers, 
It is a singular — 


- ny from them when they had placed it 


Ae ee hig ee Dacca by 


Commonwealth proved to be galucless 
Something should certainly be done i 
this matter. Paul Freeman should be — 
given a fair trial. If he is guilty o 


disloyalty to this country nobody w 


be more pleased when he left. Oe than 7% 


- would. 


[4.58].—I listened very careful 1a the 
reply of the Acting Minister for Delenee 
(Senator Russell), and I confess that 

was entirely disappointed with his state 
ment. He knew perfectly well that 
Paul Freeman has been detained in © 

tody, and naturally I thought that 
the Government must be in possession 0 
some very definite information against 
that man. But the honorable gentleman 
has entirely failed to disclose that they 
possess any such information, or, indeec 

any information which justifies ‘them in 
the action that they have taken. In the 
past, many individuals and many ( 
ae ey Wools nese Buia and 


or two, fave made a- vitae in th 

it. is not too late for them to ac 
mit i and to retire from their . 
tenable position. That is the proper and 
honorable course for them to pursu 
They have no information. whateve 
against this man. Senator McDougall 
has referred to a committee which 
been formed in Sydney for the purp 
of endeavouring to secure justice for 
Freeman. He mentioned a few of the 
names of those who constitute that cot 


mittee, and, perhaps, I may be pardoned 


for placing the whole of those names 
By so doing, I shall 

-able to demonstrate clearly that there is 
nothing whatever of a political character 
in the agitation which is gathering 


“strength daily for the immediate relea 


of Freeman. Rather is it a purel} 
spontaneous and humanitarian — move- 
ment, which will grow in volume unti 
either some definite information is_ Ee 
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_ Mrs. Locke Burns, Messrs. P. Brookfield, 
~ William 
ee Kearsley, M.L.A., sas Cochran, M.L.A., 

and &, Judd. The honorary treasurers 


MLAS. G..: Cann, M.L.A., 


are Mr. William Lowe, a_ well-known 
business man in the city, and Mr. J. P. 
Minaha , another well-known business 
man. The constitution of this committee 
affords pretty conclusive evidence that 
there is no intention whatever of making 
any political capital out of the present 
agitation. It is merely an agitation to 
secure justice for a man who is being 
seriously wronged by the action of the 
Government. While it is recognised 
that on this occasion Paul Freeman has 
felt the heavy hand of the military 
- authorities, if is equally recognised that 
any other unoffending citizen may be 
similarly pounced upon at any moment. 
In conclusion, I may say that whilst 
Freeman complains very bitterly of the 
treatment which he received from the 
warrant officer whilst he was in his prison 
cell he speaks very highly indeed of his 
treatment by the nurses and doctors who 
attended him at Victoria Barracks. At 
the same time, I think he should be re- 
moved from there, and that he should be 
given some sunshine during the period 
that he is kept in custody. I ask the 


_ Government either to bring a direct 


charge against this man or to set him at 
liberty. 
Question resolved in the negative. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Hovusine oF RaILway EMPLOYEES AND 
‘Porr Pirie SMELTING EMPLOYEES. 


Motion (by Senator Mirren) Pro: 
_ posed— 

That the Senate do now adjourn. 

Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [5.3]—I take this opportunity 
of mentioning a little matter which I re- 
gard as of urgent importance: I refer to 
the want of adequate housing accommo- 
dation for the workmen on the trans- 
- continental railway. Having just had a 
~ look at some of the hovels in which these 
men are compelled to live, I think it is 
up to the Government, through the Rail- 
ways Commissioner, to see that decent 
_ living hae eases is provided for 
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these garlon ice: OE ab a propose. ato 
discuss the Lone question from the 
stand-point of State management, al- 
though it is apparent that the leading 
States are now giving close attention to — 
it. But quite recently, in connexion with 
the outbreak of influenza, we learned a — 
lesson that we had never learnt before, 
namely, that a great proportion of the 
working men of this country are not 
housed as they should be. I am pointing 
this out, because it is a Commonwealth © 
matter. At the present time we have 
good workshops in Port Augusta, which 
are intended to do good work in con- — 
nexion with our transcontinental rail- 
way. But it is impossible for the Rail- 
ways Commissioner to retain the services — 
of good men in those workshops, because 
they will not submit to the inferior ac- - 
commodation that is provided for them in 
Port Augusta. I endeavoured to ascer- 
tain why some private individual did not 
undertake the erection of suitable houses 
there, because it appeared to me to bea 
paying proposition. The place is a per-- 
manent one, and if we are to keep good 
men in the workshops at Port Augusta, 
it is necessary that the Government should 
provide that accommodation. I con- 
sulted the municipal authorities on the 


io 


matter, but they say that it is not their oe 


duty to provide it. It is certainly some- — 
body’s duty to see that these men in the ~ 
employ of the Commonwealth at Port | 
Augusta and other places have decent — 
housing accommodation. In this connexion 
I have a suggestion to make to the 
Government. I know that they are 
attempting to cope with this evil, bub 
the efforts they are making are entirely a 
inadequate. We all know that things 
are not as bright as they used to be at 

Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie, and the Go- 
vernment have, therefore, purchased at 
the former place some ‘twenty houses — 
which they have transported to and 
erected in Port Augusta, in order to 
provide some of the urgently required — at 
housing accommodation. My. suggestion Cham 
is that they should establish a model) 
village on their own land, close to Port — 


the railway workshops there may be com- 
fortably housed, and that those who con if 


aes 
pe 
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“tel those workshops may Ae able to re- 
tain the services of good workmen. We 
know that a large sum of money was 
expended at Canberra in the erection of 
houses which were intended for the re- 
_ ception of German prisoners who were to 
come from Singapore and other places. 
Those buildings were never used. I do 
not know that the houses intended for 
these prisoners would be suitable for 

occupation by our railway employees, but 
' I am told that the residences which 
were erected for those who were to guard 
_ the prisoners would be very suitable in- 


_ deed. These dwellings could be shipped 
to the water front and landed almost 
on the site I have suggested. Would it 
not be a great deal better to utilize these 
is residences than to allow them to rot at 
' Canberra? I trust that the Minister who 
: is responsible will make inquiries into 
o _ this matter, and see if something cannot 
_ be done to house our own workmen under 
better conditions than obtain to-day at 
Port Augusta and other points « on Vay 
_ transcontinental line. : 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O'LOGHLIN (South 
Australia) [5.9].—I desire to supplement 
the remarks made by Senator McDougall, 
particularly in regard to my own State. 
_ I have not been to Port Augusta very re- 
i cently, but Senator McDougall has only 
e eu returned from there, and I think we 

are. all prepared to accept his statement 
: that the accommodation which is pro- 
: _ vided for the workmen on our transcon- 
- tinental railway is very inadequate in- 
_ deed. Personally, I claim to know a good 
deal about the conditions which obtain at 
Port Pirie—a larger centre than Port 
- Augusta, and one in which the lack of 
housing accommodation is. very acutely 
felt. I connect the men employed on the 
Be smelting works with the Commonwealth 
_ Government by reason of the fact that 
ry during the war they were largely engaged 
in the production of materials that were 
used in war work. The Acting Minister 
‘for Defence will doubtless remember that 
last year I asked whether the Govern- 
ment could not insist upon better hous- 
ing accommodation being provided for 
these workmen at Port Pirie by reason 
of the fact that they were indirectly 
- engaged — upon Commonwealth work. 
Only : a he months a I attended: a 
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-erowding at Port Augusta : — 


Adjournment. 


raeatings convened by the Mayor at t Port 
Pirie, for the purpose of considering the 
acute condition of affairs with regard to 
housing accommodation there. Certain 
resolutions, which -I think were sent 
on to the State and Commonwealth Go 
vernments, were passed. There is an 
immense number of men, employed there, 
and the accommodation is utterly inade- 
quate. Men are paying up to 15s. per 
week for the use of one room, and in some 
cases two and three families are crowded 
together in a small house owing to the 
fact that not only are rents so high, but 
that dwellings are practically unobtain- 
able—people are obliged to congregate in 
small tenements aE like savages. JI 
take this opportunity of reiterating what 
has been said upon this subject, and while - 
I am not so intimately conversant with 
the state of affairs at Port Augusta to 
which Senator McDougall has referred, 
I supplement his remarks so far as con- 
cerns the state of affairs in Port Piper: 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—V ice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[5.11].—I can assure Senator McDougall 
that the Government are in complete 
sympathy with his remarks, so far 
as the housing accommodation at 
Port Augusta or any other part of 
Australia is.concerned. We recognise 
that this is. one of the big prob 
lems which Australia has to face in th 
near future. There seems to be som 
doubt about the feasibility of Senator 
McDougall’s suggestion that houses 
should be transported to Port Augusta; 
but I will bring this matter under the 
notice of the Railwa authorities, and se 
if something can be don to meet the exist: 
ing difficulty. 

Senator McDoveatt. —They are trans 
porting houses over the line now. A 

Senator RUSSELL.—Perhaps they are 
not being transported rapidly enough, 
The Commissioner has supplied me with 
the following reply to a statement made 
by Senator McDougall through the press 
a few days ago with regard to over- 


- The men spoken of in the paragraph ee 
probably not all railway men, but most likely 
include wharf labourers, men from the Salt— 
Works and others. The Commonwealth — 
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ae sould ty provide residences for its 
permanent employees, and quite a number of 
the men at present engaged are upon tem- 
‘porary work which will “peter out.” 
provision of homes for such men and their 
families seems one for the State Government, 
Town Council, or private enterprise. 
Commonwealth Railways own some seventy-six 
residences, occupied by “its employees, and 
another ten are in course of erection. When 
the line was opened right through it became 
necessary to transfer a number of men from 
Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta, and the Common- 
wealth Railways Commissioner offered to bring 
over material of their houses free, and to let 


The 


The 


(REPRESENTATIVES. i 


them have an allotment at Port Augusta at - 


a@ peppercorn rental if they would erect houses, 
and made a similar offer as to allotments at 
peppercorn rentals to men already at Port 
Augusta. Money for erecting homes is ob- 
tainable under the South Australian Housing 
Act at 43 per cent. Commonwealth railways 
have not had much assistance from local autho- 
rities at Port Augusta, and. have to provide 


My Drar Mr. Joxnnson, nk r 


their own water supply, electric lighting and ~ 


- power, and part of fire protection. 


- Question resolved in the affirmative. — 
Senate adjourned at 5.14 p.m. 


‘Rouse of Representatives. 


Wednesday, 26 June, 1919. 


Mr. Spzaxur (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 3 p.m., and read prayers. 


ae NEW MEMBER. 7 
Mr. SPEAKER informed the House 
that he had received a return to the writ 
issued for the election of a member to 
serve in the House of Representatives for 


the electoral division of Corangamite in 


the place of the Honorable James 
Chester Manifold, deceased, indorsed with 
a certificate of the élection of William 
Gerrand Gibson, Esq. 
Mr. GIBSON made and eeepc the 
oath, of allegiance. 
/ ‘ASSENT TO BILLS. _ 
‘Assent to the following Bills 
ae — 
Tron and Steel Bounty ‘Bill. 


Conciliation and Arbitration Bill (Ne 2): 
Se oben Tax dees ibe ce i 


se 


Te- 


‘Dear. Mr: ELLior joanson 


Papers ¥ . aye 


_War-time Profits Tax Assessment Bil 
(No. “DY, ‘ 

Chief Justice’s Pension. Bill. 
War Precautions Bill. . 
Appropriation Bill 1918-19. 
War Service Homes Bill. . | 
Deceased Soldiers’ Estates Bill. jc, ane 
Naval Defence Bill, . . So ae oe 
Publie Service Bill (No. 3). nes 
Defence Bill Sobe 3). 


THE LATE LORD FORREST. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—During the recent 
adjournment I received from Lady For- © 
rest a letter which, omitting references. OF a 
a 2 personal nature, Was as follows :— vie 


_ Hotel Imperial, Queen’s Gate, 
London, 7th December, 1918. 


My deepest gratitude "and thanks are due re os 
you and all the members of the Federal Parlia- __ 
ment for kind expressions of sympathy at the — 
sad loss of my dear husband, Lord Forrest. _ ° 

My heartfelt thanks to you all. é 


Very sincerely yours, 
MARGARET ELVIRE Founest. 


Fee Tas 
Rate ps 


RHE LATE’ SIR GEORGE REID. 


Mr. SPEAKER reported the receipt of : 
the following letter from Mr. Douglas Me me 
Reid :-— ie: 


10 Brendon Hage x 
Great Woodstock-street, 
London, W., 9th J pl 1919. 


My mother has asked me to thank you ioe 
sincerely for your great kindness in sending 
her copies of the resolution passed in the House 
when the death of my father was announced 
She is greatly touched by the kind references _ a 
which were made to my father’s work for Aus- s 


sion of sympathy ‘by the Commonwealth. Par 
Hiament with us in our sad time will always 
remain. a most cherished possession, er 


Yours very pe. 


PAPERS. 
The following © papers» 
sented :— / 


‘were . Lee C 


‘—(a) Persons 
passed dictation teks 
‘out being asked to pass test; 
tures of coloured persons. _ i, 
Contract Immigrants Act—Return i ‘1918, 
respecting Contract Immigrants admitted — 
or refused admission ‘Into ae -Common- 
weeltly, &e. Cee 


kee .et-—Commonwealth 


; port thereon. 
- Death and Invalidity in the Siamonwealth 
_—Committee concerning causes of—Report 
on Diphtheria. 
- Defence—Report by Surgeon- -General R. H. 
Fetherston, Director-General A.A.M.S., to 
the Minister for Defence on—l. ‘Australian 
Army Medical Services Overseas. 2. The 
Medical Services of Great Britain and the 
Allies. 3. Re-education and. Re-establish- 

and India. 
‘Northern Territory—Report of the Admini- 
- strator for year ended 30th June, 1918. 

- Small Arms Factory—Report for eas ended 
fe b0th June, 1918. . . 

_ *Agricultural Wages Board—Report e Com- 
- mittee appointed by, to inquire into the 
‘Financial Results of the Occupation of 


of Rural Workers.. 


ployment in— 

Vol. I.—General Report. 
ee Vol. II.—Report of Investigators. 

es Arbitration (Public Service) 
of the Commonwealth Court of Concilia- 


a Ve in connexion with ‘plaints submitted by 
- the— 
Australian Paanoawenleh Post and 
Telegraph Officers’ Association—Dated 
16th and 18th December, 1918. (2) 
Australian Commonwealth Public Ser- 
~ vice Clerical Association— 
Dated 16th and 18th. December, 
». 1918. ; 
Dated 14th hare 1919. 


Dated 16th December, 1918. (2) 
- Dated 18th December, 1918. (2) 
Australian Telegraph and ‘Telephone 
— Construction and Maintenance ree 
—Dated 8rd March, 1919. - rae 
Commonwealth General Division “‘Tele- 
phone Officers’ Association— 


1918. 


March, 1919. 


ederated Public 

-Association— 
Dated 16th December, ‘lois. (2) 
_ Dated 18th December, 1918.(2) 
Dated 31st March, 1919. _ 


Service Assistants 


3 ae General Division Officers! Union of the. 


Trade ‘and Customs Department—_ 
» Dated 16th and 18th oe 
res LOTR. 

as Dated 6th sopakal ‘1919. 


- Aggregate Halaneoishese at Bist Decem- 
per, 1918, with Auditor -General’s Re- 


“Audit Act— 


ment of War Cripples in America, Europe, . 


Agricultural Land and the Cost of Living’ 


4s *Agriculture—Wages and Conditions of em- © 


Act—Awards . 


~ tion and Arbitration, and other. documents, 


_ Australian Letter Cureiupat Aieeetiane 3 


Dated 16th and Sot os 


Fe 2 Dated. eth March, 1919. | 
Commonwealth . Legal! E Pecfoational” 
Officers’ eauisnie Ct 6th 


~-mittee of Chairmen, Advisory Council. 
“Employers and. Employed Committee on 


“Emigration oe 1918—Correspondens, . 


Megs Inspectors’ Apbetatinic Soegmae 
wealth “Public Service—Dated 27th 
March, 1919. - 

-Postal Sorters’ Union of Australi 

Dated 16th baicreicecar: ISISs pee 


Regulations Amended—Statutory ; Rul 
1919, Nos. 47, 52, 60. 
rameters of ‘Aiea approved by th 
Governor-General in Council—Financié 
year 1918-19— eee a 
- Dated 26th March, 1919. 
Dated 30th April, 1919. 
Dated 28th May, 1919. 
Dated 6th June, 1919. 
*Bolshevism in Russia—Collection. of 
ports on. 
*Coal Industry Commission—Two. Tater m 
Reports and Report (all dated 20th Mar 
1919). : 
Commerce (Trades Descriptions) ‘Act—Re- 
gulations Amended—Statutory Rules oy, : 
Nos. 11, 88. 
*Cost of Living—Report of the Working 
Classes Cost of Living Committee, 1918. 
“Criminal Law Amendment Bill and Sexual 
‘Offences Bill—Report from the Joint 
Select Committee of the House of Lords - 
and the House of Commons; together with — 
the Proceedings of the Committee, sr 
of Evidence, and Appendices. fe 
Customs Act— 
Proclamations prohibiting exportation: of 
(except under certain conditions )—_ 
Cheese containing margarine or other 
fatty substance (dated ce April, 


1919). 
Condensed Milk (dated sth “Mare 
1919). 
‘Goods per: parcel post “(dated ‘sth 
January, 1919). 
Russian rouble notes (dated 29t 


January, 1919). 
Regulations Amended—Statutory Rule 
1919, Nos. 41, 86, 87, 137, 138. 
Deceased Soldiers’ Estates Ack tion 
—Statutory Rules 1919, No. ue i 
Defence Act— : 
Regulations Amended— ence 
Statutory Rules 1918, Now . 519, 520, 


321, 322, 333, 334. Goes 
Statutory "Rules 1919, Nos. 6, 10, A 
15, 16, 23, 24, 26, 33, 38, 39, 42, 

13, 


126, 127. 
*Dye TadustryState: Acide 
Memorandum by the Board of Trade. Be 
Electoral -Act and Referendum éGonstinle ir 
_ Alteration) Act Keo oe y 
Rules 1919, No. 57. ae 
*Electric Power Supply—Report of the Com- 


Relations between—Final Report: 


DA Wiad 
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a Papers. 


s euisinecrine Trades (New Industries) Com- 
mittee—Report. 
Entertainments Tax Assessment Act—Regu- 
lations Amended— 
Statutory Rules 1918, No. 289. 
Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 51, 68. 
Moca Act—Regulations Amended—Statu- 
tory Rules 1919, No. 118. 

*Gold Production of the British Empire— 
Report of Committee. 

*Indian Industrial Commission, -1916-18— 


_ Report. 
Lands Acquisition Act—Land acquired 
under, at— 
Currie, King Island, Tasmania—For 


_ Postal purposes. 
_ Fairy Meadow, Federal Territory—For 
purpose of ’ obtaining Building Ma- 
terial. 
Five Dock, Sydney, New South Wales— 
For “Repatriation purposes. 
‘Kangaroo Point, Brisbane, Queensland— 
For Repatriation purposes. 
Launceston, Tasmania—For Defence pur- 
poses. 
Lithgow, New South Wales—For De- 
fence purposes. (3) 
“North Sydney, New South Wales— 
For Defence purposes. 
For Repatriation purposes. 
Port Augusta, South Australia—For 
| Railway purposes. (2) 
_ Port Pirie, South Australia— 
For Customs purposes, 
For Defence purposes. 
Redfern, New South Wales—For Repa- 
triation purposes, 


Rosemount, Queensland—For Defence 
-- purposes. 
Westernport, Victoria—For Defence pur- 
poses. 
*Machinery of Government—Report of Com- 
mittee. 


Naturalization Act—Return of Number of 
Persons to whom Naturalization Certifi- 
cates were granted during 1918. 

Naval Defence Act—Reoulations Amended— 
Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 18, 19, 

oy Oe, 00a, LLO, 135: 

Northern iol tony 
Ordinance of 1918— 

No. 18—Real Property. 

- Ordinances of 1919— 

| No. 1—Interpretation. 

» No. 2—Bush Fires. 

S.No. 3—Jury. 

| No. 4—Bank Holidays. 

-¢ No. 5—Workmen’s Dwellings. 

_/Papua— 

4 Ordinances of 1918— 

¥ “No. 11—Native Taxes. 

No. 13—Venereal Diseases. 

Ordinance of 1919— 

No. 1—Native Plantations. 

Patents Act—Regulations Amended—Statu- 
tory Rules 1919, Nos. 14, 30. 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


Papers. 


Telegraph — 


Post and 
Amended— Se ie 
Statutory Rules 1918, Nos. 327, 830, 
335. 


' Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 22, 37, (56, 

124, 131, 132, 133, 146. . 
Public Service Act— 
Appointments, Promotions, &¢.— 

‘W. Carrick, Postmaster- General’s De-— 
partment. 

H. W. Conolly, Postmaster-General’s De- 
partment. 

A. Crisp, A, J. Harney, A. H. Harper, | 
Department of Defence. 


V. R. Driscoll, Prime Minister’s Depart- — 


ment. 

A. W. B. Fawcett, Postmaster-General’s 
Department. 

J. Fennessy, Prime Minister’s Danae 
ment. 

T. S. Harrison, Department of the Trea- 
sury. 

R. H. Henniker, Postmaster-General’s © 
Department. 


H. C. Hine and D, E. Aikins, Prime Min- Mie 


ister’s Department. 

G. J. Hogben, Prime Minister’s Depart- — 
ment. 

M. O. Matthes, Prime Minister’s Depart: . 
ment. 

G. E. R. McCarthy, Attorney- -General’s. 
Department. 

W. Y. O’Driscoll, A. Perry, and T. Te 
Webster, Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment. 

J. M. Ramsay, Aaraee General’s De- 
partment, 

G. H. Waite, Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment. 

K. C. Waugh, Attorney-General’s De- 

- partment. 

S. M. White and M. T. Beee, Depart 
ment of the Treasury. 

Regulations Amended— 

Statutory Rules 1918, No. 312. 

Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 
40, 59, 98, 94, 99, 109, 120. 

Railways Act— 


. Act—Regulations : me 


17, 25, 2m - 


i 


By-law No. 9. : SS eh 5 


By-law No. 10. 


Seamen’s Compensation Act—Regulations 


Amended-—Statutory Rules 1919, No, 139. 


Seat of Government—Ordinances of 1919— 
No. 2—Timber Protection. 
No. 3—Fish Protection. 

No. 4—Cotter River. 


Spirits Act—Regulations Amended—Statu- : 


tory Rules 1919, No. 69. 
The War—. - 


*Advisory Bodies (other than Reporting 


Committees) appointed by the Minister — 
of Reconstruction—Statement with re- 
gard to. Je 48 f 
*Armistices with Germans “Austria- 
Hungary, and fake ee of iia 
llth November, 1918. eta 


Papers. 


Par ristions ith Geniang 


oe ia . Conditions of, signed 11th Moventiey 

ated aa 1918. 

_—~——s Gonvention = prolonging, signed 16th 

January, 1919; together with the 
Financial Protocol, signed 13th De- 


cember, 1918. 

*Austro-Hungarian Government—Note ad- 
dressed by, to the Governments of all the 
belligerent States, September, 1918. 

*Building Industry ‘after the War—Report 
of the Committee appointed by the Min- 
ister of Reconstruction to consider the 
position of. 

*Civil War Workers’ Committee—2nd, 3rd, 
4th, and 5th Interim Reports. 

*Demobilization and Re-settlement—Regu- 
lations made by the Military Service 
(Civil Liabilities) Committee. 

*Education in the Army—Second Interim 
Report of the Adult Education Com- 
mittee. 

*Emergency. Legislation — First and 
Second Reports from the Select Com- 
mittee. 

Emergency Legislation passed by the Par- 
liaments of the Empire in consequence of 

ne 4 | the War—Summary of. 

1 ao *Employment of Women during the War 


5 eee increased employment in the United 
Ste 8 Kingdom, with Statistics up to April, 
A 191s. 

- . *Finland—tTreaty of Peace signed at Berlin 
between Germany and Finland, together 
with the Commercial and Shipping 
Agreement. | 

*Government War Insurance Schemes— 
‘Preliminary Statement of Results. 

*German Colonies—Correspondence relat- 
ing to the wishes of the natives of the 
German Colonies as to their future Go- 
vernment. 

Germany—Reports. by British (Army) 
Officers on the Economie Conditions pre- 
vailing in—December, 1918-March, 1919. 

Hospital Ships—Circular Despatch ad- 
dressed to His Majesty’s Diplomatic Re- 
presentatives in Allied -and Neutral 
‘Countries respecting torpedoing of cer- 
tain Hospital Ships by German sub- 
marines. . 

*Imperial War Conference, 1918—Extracts 

~ from Minutes of Proceedings and Papers 
laid before the Conference. 

~*Increase of Rent and Mortgage Interest 
(War Restrictions) Acts—Report of the 
Committee on. 


*Merchant Tonnage and the Submarine— 
Bint upplementary "Statement, showing, for 
ae ina United Kingdom and for the World, 
for the period August, 1914, to October, 
Losses; (2) Shipbuilding 
(3) Enemy Vessels Captured, 


po Agie—(1) 
_ . Output; 


Re —Report of the Board of Trade on the 
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ment, to make an announcement as to the 


- Ministerial Statement. ia 

uns of Bicscenelaa: (British) — S 
Report on the Work of, for the period 
ending 3lst December, 1918. 

*National Expenditure — Select Commit aU 


tee— 
Memorandum on Sixth Report. r 
Ninth Report (Procedure of ae 
House), together with an ADPEUGIE: 


Tenth Report. 
*National Relief Fund—Report of the Aa- 
ministration of, to 30th September, 1918. 
Prisoners of War— 

*Aoreement between the British aad 
German Governments concerning com- 
batant prisoners of war and civilians. 

Employment in Coal and Salt Mines of 
British prisoners of war in Germany 
—Report on. 

Treatment by the Germans of prisoners 

of war taken during the Spring etee A o 
sive of 1918— cee 
*Report: , ee: 
Further Report. eM 

*Treatment of British prisoners of war 

in Turkey—Report. | 

*Trade—Report on the Trade of Australia 

for the year 1917, by Mr. G. T. Milne (H. 
M. Trade Commissioner in the Common- 


wealth). me 
War Precautions Act — Regulations He 
Amended— Mae Vere. 
Statutory Rules 1918, Nos. 326, 331, nN 
332. a 


Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 4, 5, 8, 29, 
34, 36, 46, 53, 70, vee 112, 118,016 

128, 1s 
Wireless Telegraphy Act— Regulations : 
Amended—Statutory Rules, No. 1384. ~ | 
Wool Clip—Statement re the British Im- 
perial Government’s Purchase through the 
Commonwealth Government of the Austra- 
lian Wool Clp—-Balance of Season 
1916-17. . 

* Papers presented to the British Parliament. 


SUPPLY BILL (No. 1) 1919-90, 
Mr. SPEAKER reported the receipt of 
a Message from His Excellency the 
Governor- General, recommending an ap- 
propriation for as purposes of this Bill. 
Referred to Committee of pide 


MIN ISTERIAL STATEMEN iis 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime _ 
Minister and Treasurer) [3.8]-(By 
leave.) —Upon the reassemn tiie of Pam 
liament, I desire, on behalf of the Govern- 1, 


hosineas of the session and other im- 


portant matters. 
1. Until the protracted deliberations of 


_the Peace Conference were approaching — 
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. finality, it -was considered inadvisable to 


summon the Houses for the discussion of . 


public business. Even now the informa- 
tion at the disposal of the Government as 
_to the terms of peace is not sufficient to 
warrant the submission of the matter to 
Parliament, and it appears probable that 
it will have to await the return of the 
_ Australian representatives. 
~Mr. Hughes and Sir Joseph Cook are 
expected to leave Britain this week, and, 
ag soon as practicable after they reach 
Melbourne, the Peace Treaty and the 
Covenant of the League of Nations will be 
presented for the consideration of honor- 
able members. The Government ap- 
preciates the momentous importance of 
the decisions of the Conference, which, in 
addition to far-reaching ° territorial, 
racial, and economic determinations, in- 
| volve such vital questions to this young 
hation as disarmament, indemnities, and 
the destination of the former German 
“Colonies in the Western Pacific. 
_ At the request of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, Executive authority was conferred 
_ upon the Australian Ministers to sign the 
Treaty on behalf of the Commonwealth, 
but the adoption or otherwise will be de- 
pendent on the will of Parliament. : 
The Government feels that the powerful 
- and sustained efforts of the Prime Minis- 
_ fer for the preservation of Australia’s in-- 
_terests entitle him to the unqualified. ap- 
probation of the people and Parliament. 
2. It will be noted with pleasure that 
the demobilization and return of our 
Armies is now proceeding, notwithstand- 
ing the inherent difficulties, swiftly and 
satisfactorily. | | : 
Up to 31st May, 1919, approximately 
- 169,000 members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force had returned to Australia; 
3,300 had been discharged at their own 
request overseas; 18,000 were en route to 
Australia, leaving about 79,000 still to be 
repatriated. If the present shipping pro- 
vision is maintained, all our troops, ex- 
| ver the Depot and Head-Quarters Staffs, 
_ will have embarked for Australia by the 
end of next month. 
The success which is attending this great 
task amply confirms the steps taken by 


the Government in plating the work in. 


the hands of a responsible Minister in 
London. | Migs tas 2 
Mr. Watt. 


| Ministerial [REPRESENTATI 


mittees have recently been greatly ex- 


_ vision for returned. soldiers desiring to 


able the requisite number of holdings, and — 


We record with gratitude and pleasure 
the return of the Australian Navy to its 
home station after its splendid services 
overseas. _ ar a ee 
3. With no lessons to be drawn from 
experience, either here or abroad, the De- — 
partment of Repatriation has been estab- = 
lished,. | eee fe 
To the end of last month 94,036 appli- 
cants presented 177,478 applications for 
assistance under all headings; 150,350 — 
were granted, 42,470 men were placed in 
employment, and 7,513 allotted to voca- 
tional training, of which number 2,466 4. 
have completed their courses and been 
placed in employment. 2 em am 
Extra facilities. now being provided will 
enable up to 15,000 additional men to be © 
thus trained. | os 
Notwithstanding the serious effects of _ 
the influenza epidemic and the strike upon 
employment, the number on the books of 
the Department awaiting employment is 
only 6,810 (inclusive of 2,500 men who 
have been thrown back on the Depart- 
ment by the influenza epidemic and the — 
strike), being 3.86 per cent. of the total 
number discharged. ee ea 
The total expenditure incurred in direch _ 
assistance to returned men and their de- 
pendants is £1,023,939. ee 
The powers of Local Repatriation Com- | 


Ee fr SER, Ree ie 


tended, and it is anticipated that this 
decentralization will insure the treatment 
of applications with a minimum of 
delay. : Pee 
With a view to making more ample pro- 
settle upon the land, the Government 
recently undertook to advance to the 
States the money necessary to make avail- 


for railways and other works necessary to 
their successful occupation. It further — 
agreed to provide an advance up to £625 
per. settler. The total liability of the 
Commonwealth in respect of land settle. _ 
ment is estimated at between 30 and 40 
millions. Se ee Bi 
‘The ‘‘ spade work’’ in connexion wi 
the Housing scheme for returned soldie 
which was authorized by Parliame 
December last, has been heavy, and 
rounded by many difficulties. The initia 
stages are complete, and the operations o 


upon. It is intended to extend the pro- 
- visions of the Housing scheme to munition 
and other workers who undertook war 
service abroad under contract. 

_~«-‘The Government has given careful con- 
ee sideration to the question of employment 
of returned soldiers and. sailors in the 
Public Service, and has, in their interests, 
- modified to a considerable extent the con- 
ditions of employment, both eT Orary 
and permanent. 

Although much general repatriation 
work yet remains, and experience is con- 
_ tinually pointing to.fresh activities and 
new methods, it may fairly be said that 
the repatriation machinery is running 
ae smoothly, and the system, considering its: 


: _ ing results. — 
4, The influenza epidemic it in our midst 


. widespread distress. 


_ the Commonwealth, 
powers still reside with the States. 
When an outbreak of this disease ap- 
peared probable, the Government, with a 
keen desire to unite all the administrative 
forces of Australia in its attack, entered 
into an agreement with the States which 
‘provided for cai concert and co- 
_ operation. 
_ This agreement was 
: several State Governments, who, in de- 
fiance of constitutional rights, imposed 
their own quarantine measures on land 
and sea trafic. 


serious shortages of food supplies and 
fuel in many parts of the Commonwealth, 
and grave delays in the debarkation of 
‘our returning soldiers. = gr 

The futility of such mebiode. was, how- 


a. 
the States, and nearly all the local re- 
-gulations have since been withdrawn. 
5. The Government has preparéd and 
~ forwarded, for the consideration of the 
Bons: a scheme providing for the ad- 
f thesWar Debts of the Empire. 

6 ito piaee number of Bue fleet of 


vies Deractnent are now ietey entered 


policy of the Commonwealth has been 


: magnitude, has already achieved gratify- energetically pursued. Two steel vessels — 


iy “more are under construction 
has. caused regrettable loss of. life and - 


continue - the 


abrogated by 


The result was lamentable disorganiza- 
_ tion of the shipping services, occasioning ~ 


gradually recognized by ‘most of. 


‘ministration, conversion, and extinction 


Statement. — 


is still under Imperial requisition, but 
their release is expected within a few 
months. The vessels remaining in Aus- 
tralian waters are requisitioned - under 
powers conferred under the War Precau- 
tions Act. As a result of the govern- 
mental control of Inter-State shipping, 
Australia has, during the war, enjoyed 
more favorable freights and fares than — 
any other belligerent country. The urgent 
question of maintaining, after the 
present control expires, the cheap coastal 7 
services in the face of the tempting rates 
earned by tonnage in other waters, is at 
present enggaing the attention of ahs 
Government. 


During the past year the. ship bullae 


have been launched in Australia, ae 
and con- — 


tracts have been entered into for another — 


ten. 
Although quarantine is in the hands of — 
important health 


The contracts for wooden ships in Aus- _ 
tralia have, for the most part, been can- — 
celled. It is the intention of the Go- 
vernment, when opportunity offers, to dis- 

pose of similar ships built on ae Pacific % 
coast of America. 


The policy of the Governilene is to 
Commonwealth Line of 
Steamers, and to build larger and faster 
vessels for our oversea_trade, so that the 
producers of our exportable primary pro- 
ducts shall be assured satisfactory ship- 
ping facilities at reasonable rates. ‘Nego- 
tiations in this direction are at Pre in 
progress. | 


7. As indicated to Parliament in a: 
cember last, Admiral Viscount Jellicoe is 
at’ present visiting Australia to consider cs 
and advise upon our future naval re-— 
quirements. It is expected that his re- 
port. will be received during the month — 
of August. The Government is Se 
to the Lords of the Admiralty and the 


British Cabinet for making available the — 


services of so eminent an authority as the 


first Commander-in-Chief of the Grand” 
Fleet of Britain. 


8. In pursuance of a promise given to. 


‘Parliament that the expenditure of the © 


Commonwealth would be carefully re- 


viewed during the recess, a Royal Com- : 
4 Taission was BDEOHNS to Bites on the 
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whole field of Commonwealth expendi- 

ture. The Commission’s first progress 
report, which is now in preparation, will, 
it is hoped, be of material assistance in 
‘effecting reductions of expenditure in 
the Public Departments. 
: 9. It has been found impossible to dis- 
pose of the unsold portions of our wheat 
upon anything like reasonable conditions. 
Shortage of tonnage has intensified the 
difficulties, so that, in addition to 870,000 
tons which are still held for the Imperial 


Government and other buyers, the Aus- | 
"Commonwealth and the States to prevent 


tralian Board has on hand stocks of over 
2,000,000 tons, carrying an overdraft of 
| £18, 800,000. 

Representatives of the wheat growers 
mow sit on the Australian Board, and 
have publicly expressed approval of the 
_ efforts made on behalf of the producer. 

In furtherance of its policy of assisting 
our primary producers, the Government 
has placed before the dairy farmers of 
Australia a scheme for the better organiza- 
tion of their industry and the standard- 
ization of their products. If, after full 
consultation with those concerned, a work- 
able scheme acceptable to the great body 
of dairy farmers is evolved, the organ- 
ization of producers in other lines of 
_ primary production will be considered. 


_ 10. The abrupt cessation of hostilities, . 


and the vast accumulations of metals 
which are no longer required for warlike 
purposes, have exercised a paralyzing 
effect upon the metal markets of the 
world. It is feared that no substantial 
improvement is possible until those accu- 
mulations have been absorbed in peaceful 
arts and manufactures. 

_ Vigorous efforts have been made by the 
Prime Minister to make sales of lead, 
copper, and tin with the Imperial Go- 
-vernment, but, so far, without success. 
Negotiations are still proceeding. The 
zinc position ,is more fortunate, as the 
contract is for a period of ten years 
after the war. In the hope of maintain- 
ing the output of the copper mines and 


_ smelting works, the Government arranged 


to make advances to producing companies 
in respect of copper produced up to 31st 


. March last. 


Tt is the intention of the Government 
to make proposals to ee Governments of 
ur. Abaae 


: > 
ee 


the States which ara calculated to. alae 4 


g 


lieve materially the stagnation arising — 


out of the unfortunate BLOppaes of “pro. 


duction. 

‘The reduced demand for rare metals . 
has induced the Imperial Government to 
terminate many of its contracts, and, at 
present, proposals to cancel certain short- 
dated agreements are the subject of — 
correspondence between the Imperial and 
Commonwealth Governments. | 

11. Notwithstanding the elaborate egies 
lation and machinery designed by the 


or settle industrial disputes, Australia is 
even at this critical time faced by hes 
domastic troubles of this character. 

The seamen, who» obtained increneed 
wages and improved conditions under 
an award by the Commonwealth Court 
in January last, have struck, and 
thrown idle practically the whole of the ie 
Inter-State shipping. The Government 
intervened with the object of averting the 
disorganization of industry, but the sea-— ae 
men declined the mediation of the Court. 
The Government has, in order to conserve - 


-hght and power for essential needs, im- ei 


posed restrictions on the consumption of © 
fue 

The seamen’s strike is already causing: 
much unemployment in dependent indus- 
tries, but as the attitude of the union con- — 
stitutes a challenge to the authority and 
laws of this Parliament, the Government — 
can offer no concessions. Unless wiser 
counsels prevail amongst those respon- 
sible, grave suffering to innocent indus- 
trialists and to the community mus 
supervene. 4 

12. With the exception of the conte 
of a few commodities respecting which 
contracts exist with the British Govern- 3 
ment, or financial obligations have been 
incurred by the Commonwealth, the Go-— 
vernment has withdrawn the orders made — 
under the price-fixing regulations, ‘ana. oe 
has wound up the organization of the - 
Prices Commissioners. y 

It was considered advisable to snag 
ally release these restrictions, and thus — 


sale Waa os ® 


i tae 3 


oy 


allow trade and commerce to adapt itself _ ig 


to normal conditions, rather than con-- — 
tinue this form of control to the date when 
our powers would automatically come to 
an abrupt termination. hao 


PN an eine os pee ees ae ey 


Mimesterial 


[25 Jun, 1919.] 
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As the Commonwealth has not, in time 


of peace, the constitutional authority to 


deal with price-fixing, the exercise of such 
powers must now revert to the States. 


There is indubitable evidence that, dur- 
ing the abnormal conditions created by 
the war, the operation of the Price-fix- 
ing Department has saved the consumer 
many millions sterling, and has pre- 
vented those tragic increases in the prices 
of goods which have been registered in 
every other eomy engaged i in _ the great 
eonflict. 


13. In the spirit of the promise made 


to Parliament, the Government has re- 


pealed a considerable number of other 
regulations made under the War Pre- 
cautions Act, and has removed or relaxed 
many restrictions operated under the De- 
fence Acts, including Censorship. 


14. Some months ago, having ascer- 
tained that the coal industry was in an 
unsettled and Gritical condition, and that 
the stocks of coal in many parts of the 
Commonwealth were dangerously low, the 


_ Government called the employers and em- 
ployees together in conference. After 
full consideration, it was decided, in order 


tO prevent a serious dislocation of indus- 


try, to authorize an increase of wages as. 


agreed upon by the employers and em- 


_ ployees, and a corresponding increase in 
the selling price of coal and coke. 


15. The programme for the session 


will embrace the following -— 


A Supply Bull covering the first two 
months of the new financial year, 


which will be the first measure | 


tabled. 

Bills for the supersession of the War 
Precautions Act, as indicated’ dur- 
ing the debate on the extension 
Bill last year. These will provide 
protection in relation to Wheat, 
Wool, Dairy Produce, and some 
other commodities which have 
been specially dealt with during 
the period of the war. Other mat- 
ters of importance arising out of 
war activities or experience will 
also be submitted. 

The Peace Treaty and its attendant 
Covenants. 

161. 


A Tariff Bill, designed firstly to ine 
sure the ‘preservation of those 
manufacturing enterprises . in- — 
augurated during the war, which 
are already being subjected to 
fierce competition; secondly, the 
encouragement of new undertak- 
ings which are basic and upon 
which our national safety depends; 
thirdly, the extension and diversi- — 
fication of existing industries; and 

generally the development of Aus: 
frien production and manufac- 
ture. 

A measure to facilitate and expedite 
thé decision in industrial disputes, 
and improve the methods of the 
operation of the Arbitration Acts. 

Financial .measures dealing ‘with — 
loans and taxation and the rela- 
tions between the Commonwealth 
and the States. a 

Legislation dealing with naturalized 
subjects and aliens, with a view to 
the better safeguarding of national : 
interests. 

Amendments of the existing law pro- 
viding for a closer inspection and 
control of immigrants, which the 
experience of the war has rendered. 
necessary. 

A Bill in ‘relation to the method uf 
voting at elections for the Senate, 
A Bill to amend the Inter-State Come 7 

mission \Act. i 

The Bill to establish the Institute of 
Science and Industry, which has 
already passed the Senate. . 

A measure to establish the Burean of 
Commerce and: Industry. cage 

A Bill to amend the Navigation Act, co 
which must ere long be proclaimed. 
This amendment is necessary to — 
bring the present Statute into lme — 
with more advanced legislation. 

Several other measures, including 
Bills dealing with Customs, De- — 
fence, Lighthouses, Posts and Tele- — 
graphs, Estate Duty Assessment, 
Land Tax Assessment, Aviation, 
Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta Rail- 
way Lands, Quarantine, Lands Ac- 
quisition, Trade Marks, Ship- 
building and Shipping, and other 
matters. 

’ Pe 


| This ‘programme promises an aeltone 
- session, and the Government invites hon- 
— orable ‘members to co-operate in the con- 
oe sideration and passage of measures hav- 


ing for their object the welfare of the | 


: _ people of Australia. 


Debate (on motion . by MM. oe 


: adjourned. 


- WHARF LABOURERS’. DISPUTE. 


enon: oF Royat CommIssIon. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Can the Acting Prime 


me Minister say when the report of the Royal 2 


Commissioner, who has been sitting in 
Melbourne inquiring into the wharf 
labourers’ dispute, will be presented to 


His Excellency the Governor-General and 


we made available to this Parliament? 
Mr. WATT.—I am afraid that I can- 

oe Tl observe by the press that the Royal 

Commissioner has completed the taking 


of evidence, but he has not yet submitted 


_ his report. As soon as it is submitted, it 
will receive the consideration of the Go- 
vernment. 


SEAMEN’S STRIKE. 


~ Posrrion In NortH QUEENSLAND. 


Mr, BAMFORD.—Is the Acting Prime 
. Mss aware of the ‘very serious 
‘position of North Queensland? 
of Rockhampton there is no communi- 
cation other than by sea, and, asa 
consequence of the ‘seamen’s strike, 
the people in that portion - of Queens- 
land are very short of provisions and 
‘also medical necessities very urgently 
required because of the prevalence of in- 
fluenza. I have here a telegram from 
Bowen which tells me that, owing to the 
S shortage of flour, starvation-is imminent. 
‘In view of this, I ask the Acting Prime 
Minister if any Commonwealth overseas 


ships cannot be diverted in order to take © 


provisions to Northern Queensland? I 
may be permitted to say that, although I 
have received a number of telegrams in 
: reference to the seriousness of the posi- 
tion, in not one is it suggested that there 


_ should be any yielding on the part. of the 


' Government. 


Mr. 


self, the unfortunate position of many of 


- should be made, apart altogether from the : 
strike, to put a vessel in communication — 
. with 


have been hung up. because of the refusal 


ance could be given that. there would be 


North 


the documents on the table of the H 
as soon as I get them. — 


hae Minister. whether’ he. wi 


“WATT.—The ‘loapuatle roma 
has on very Clouse occasions ee out 


to the Sone mad: chet to my- 


the communities in Northern Queens-_ 
land. Yesterday, — “particularly, he 
stressed the view that a special attempt 


places in Northern Queensland — 
which are beyond the reach of railways. 
I got into communication with the Ship- 
ping Controller, to see how far this sug- 
gestion ig capable of operation; and he _ 
advises me that he is already endeavour- 
ing to arrange for one vessel to load ee 
for N orthern Queensland ports. . He - 
points out that it is very difficult fs ane? 
duce the oversea ships to accept cargo for ee 
Northern Queensland ports on account fs Sere 
the uncertainty of arranging for the dis 
charge of the cargo. In some cases ships 


of the unions to handle cargo in Northern 
Queensland ports. The Shipping Con- 
troller further says that if definite assul 


no delay in the discharge of cargo, it : 
would be possible to. arrange for oversea 
ships to accept cargo. 


MR: JEN SEN’S PASSPORT, 


Mr. JENSEN.—Will the Minister. for 
Hiomeant: Territories be good enough 
to lay on the table of the House 
the application form which I made out 
in Sydney in January last for a passport 
to enable me to proceed to London wu 
America, and also the passport itself 
Mr. GLYN N.—I have no objection. 
It is not usual to disclosep—— 
My. Jensen.—I ask the questio 
consequence of allegations which 
been made. ae 
Mr. GLYNN. 23 shall be eee to ee y 


or, if not ~convenient now, - at a 
later stage, make a statement as che the 


| demic him? If he has TOE been tried, 
up: a defence, why is he now kept in 
gaol? 
Mr. 
the honorable member is back here in 
health and strength, and I can assure him 
that he has not lost any friends while he 
has been away: If the honorable mem- 
ber, in his usual courteous fashion, will 
give notice of this important question, I 
shall endeavour to supply him ee the 
desired information. 


JAPAN IN. THE PACIFIO. 

Mr. HIGGS.—Will the Acting Prime 
- Minister lay on the table 
House a copy of the agreement or 
understanding between Great Britain 


approved of by Mr. Fisher and_ the 
_ Prime Minister OM Hughes), whereby 
Japan was to occupy the Pacific Islands 
north of the equator, and Great Britain 
16 islands south of the equator, 


my, I was going to say respected, but. I 


in delicate matters affecting international 
| relationships, I beg that Ministers be 
: ae notice of questions. | 


ADJUSTMENT. 
of 


: WOOL CLIP: 2 
Mr. PIGOTT. — In view the 
straitened circumstances of many 
graziers owing to the record drought 
from which they have suffered, will the 
Acting Prime Minister ‘inform. the 
House when the 10 per cent. reduction 
ade from the wool clip will be adjusted, 
and also when the Imperial authorities 
will be likely to make a division of the 
profit, namely, up to 50 per cent. on the 
sale of the wool in London? - 


Mr. WATT.—That is a niee conundrum 
_ for the honorable member to expect to be 
: : wered off-hand! I cannot answer the 
eee hi orable “Inember now, but. if he. will 


le ta collected, if possible. 
PEO EO i | 


and has had no opportunity of. putting 


-WATT—I am alad to see that 


of the’ 


_ classes, 
‘and Japan’ which is said to have been — 


-the Governments of the States of Aus- 


Mr. WATT.—I have only to reply to. 


ae almost say my revered friend, that © 


‘me as if the 3rd and 4th August will be 


‘closed during the Peace celebrations? Sue 


PEACE CELEBRATIONS. 


Ayharoy or SOLDIERS’ Pune 
Darr anp NATURE OF CELEBRATIONS — 
Crosine or Hotrers—Hormay Pay—_ 
_ Exprnpiture on Iniumrnarions. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I desire to ‘ken 
from the Acting Prime Minister whethe: 
in connexion with the celebrations o 
peace it 1s proposed to remit all fines an 
terms of imprisonment passed on soldier: 
for offences committed during the war? 


~ Mr. WATT.—I am _ not prepared to 
give any such promise; but for the infor- 
mation of the House and the country 
generally, I may say that, appreciating 
the significance of. the celebration - of 
peace on the conclusion of our great war. 
effort, and anticipating that the Govern- 
ments of the Empire might consider acts — 
of clemency towards prisoners of various 
I have communicated on behalf 
of the Commonwealth. Government with 


tralia to ascertain how far a uniform 
policy in relation to ae sentences could 
be operated. 


Mr. CORSER.—When will the Acting 
Prime Minister be able to advise the 
public as to the date of the Peace cele- 
brations and the form which they will 
take in the Commonwealth? . 


Mr. WATT,--I think that within a 
few days of the date on which we receive 
definite news that Peace is signed, and of 
the arrangements that have been made by 
the British Government for the Peace 
celebrations at Home, we shall be abl 
not only to say how far the celebratio 
will synchronize throughout the Empire, — 
but to determine our own dates, The 
chairman of the Peace Celebrations Com- 
mittee is here, and can perhaps speak- 
more definitely than I can on the matte 
at the present moment; but it appears to 


the days of the celebrations, Monday, 4th 
August, being the fifth an of the 
outbreak of the war. | 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—In the irises” 
of peace and good order, will the Govern” 
ment arrange that all places licensed for 


the sale of intoxicating liquors shall be 


¥ 


Mr. WATT.—The Government are 
- considering that matter at the present 
eee 
oe Ny | TUDOR.—Very many workers in 
_ the community, probably 90 per cent. of 
them, if compelled to take a Monday 
holiday, will lose pay for that day. Will 
_ the Government endeavour to make such 
arrangement, at any rate as employers, 
as will insure that the men who are com- 
pelled to take a holiday receive payment 
for that day ? 
Mr, WATT.—I have not yet con- 
sidered whether an employer should be 
compelled to pay wages for a compulsory 
holiday, but I shall do so. It seems to 
Mme that if the peace is real, and the 
terms are as satisfactory as we all hope 
they will be, the people of this country, 
whatever their station in life, will not 
_boggle over the minor questions that 
_, usually concern them. . It may be, how- 
ever, that owing to the present industrial 
disturbance, and widespread unemploy- 
Ment, the loss of a day’s pay is more than 
usually serious, 


ie BRENNAN.—Assuming the truth 


of the report that decorations on a lavish 
Seale are to be carried out in the 
_ thoroughfares of Melbourne and other 
_ eities, I ask the Acting Prime Minister 
_ Whether the Government have definitely 
_ decided to approve of such lavish dis- 
_ plays, or whether they may not be per- 
_Suaded to devote the money to some 
useful purpose, such as the relief of the 
distress which is so marked a feature at 
the present time? 
_ Mr. WATT.—I doubt whether any 
other than the honorable member for 
Batman would have placed in relation 
the two matters.which he has mentioned. 
Lhe Government have no desire for a 
lavish display. 
tte) BRENNAN.’ -—. ‘The 
- implied to the contrary. 
Mr. WATT.—The honorable member 
_ has seen erroneous statements in the press 
_ before to-day, concerning himself and all 
_ Sorts of people. When the Government 
first considered, some months ago, the 
Question of the celebration of Peace, if 
and when it should come, we requested a 
_ then member of the Ministry, the hon- 
_ orable member for Nepean (Mr. Orchard) 


newspapers 


eyo 


"goes into Hansard it will not bear th: 


the many communications which reach th 


to take charge of the matter. Within 


-The first thing I saw in reference to this — 


the financial limits imposed by the Go- 
vernment, the honorable member was 
allowed a free hand to make arrange- 
ments with the State Governments and 
the municipal authorities, and his last — 
report to me was that the amount which — 
the Government thought they could — 
afford to spend in celebrating Peace 
would not be more than half spent. 


HIGH PRICES IN WESTERN 
aS | AUSTRALIA. if gece 
Mr, FOWLER.—Ii is reported that _ 
the Premier of Western Australia has 
communicated with the Acting Prime ~ 
Minister in regard to certain exces- 
Sive “prices that are being pub Oma 
goods in Western Australia, with a view 
to some action on the part of the Govern- 
ment. J desire now to give the Actmg 
Prime Minister an opportunity to say 
why the communication was not repled 
to, and whether this absence of a reply is 
due to indifference on the part of the 
Commonwealth Government in matters of 
this kind. | oe ae 
Mr. WATT:—The honorable member 
is starting this session very badly———___ 
Mr. Fintayson.— What he said he said 
very kindly! 7 ee 
Mr. WATT.—But when the question 


» ist EA 
glee le 


7 : Ns 
eae 


Caledonian inflection which makes 
kind. “ae 
Mr. Fowtrr.—I have no’ ulterior ob- 
ject; I merely wish to give you an oppor- 
tunity to explain. | ie 

Mr. WATT.—I appreciate the honoi 
able member’s unfailing courtesy, b 
there is a sting in the tail of his question 
The Government are not unmindful of 
their responsibility in matters of this kind. 


it s 


communication was the report in the press 
to which, undoubtedly, the honorable 
member refers. ‘Doubtless this is one of ~ 


Prime Minister’s office, and, not be 
treated as a personal matter, are sent 
to the Departments concerned. The hon: 
orable member no doubt knows the p: 
cedure in such cases. I may take the op 
portunity of saying that there is growing 
up in Australia a grave system of officis 
discourtesy. Governments all over Aus 


o8 Fis! The proper way to spade 
official correspondence is 
through the post or by telegraph, and give 
the information to the Bree after it has 
been received. 
Mr. Fowznn. —Has no communication 


: ona in due course; at. present I am con- 
cerned with. the question. asked by the 
honorable member. Attention will be 

given to the matter, and I have no doubt 

that an answer has: already been sent in 
the ordinary official course. 


‘TABLING OF PAPERS. 


ASE or Mr. Yates—Court Marian ON 
HAMAS. ‘ Ausrraura’’—Manvrac- 


TURE OF STEEL FOR SHRAPNEL SHELL— 


‘Prosecution or Mr. MATHEWS. 


Mr, MATHEWS. — Will the Acting 
prime Minister lay upon the table of. the 
ibrary— 
“ The papers in connexion with the arrest 
trial of Gunner Yates?- 
The papers connected with the trial of 
en on H.M.A.S§S, vi atapton ice for ubiny at 
_ Fremantle ?. 
3. All papers connected wk. the ‘endeavour 
the Government to secure the secret for- 


‘mula for the manufacture of steel for shrap- 
nel shell to 1914-15? 


4. The papers connected with 8 summon- | 


g and trial under the War Precautions Act 
eae Mathews at ie in A9Tt 


Mous reason for. the saat position af 


So pecwten of James Mathews and 


to send it. 


eight Hey 


when the TRON pone 
press that the Commonwealth 
experts to Blythe River, t 
other deposits should be ex: 


do not know whether the pa 


her was on ‘the Lise, ‘but it wa ip 
in our eounnnrications as Ir 
them, to the Government of 


pees in Tasmania. 


ing and having this place Be 
beeause we have an option over it 
Commonwealth geen but. or baie 


eulieerntor? q 
Mr. cae NN. —Yeu 


if have 


WATKINS. — Is the As 

nea re slice: after in ‘Sydn yy 
tried to arrest a returned soldier 
Williams, ie been comm tiog: to 


Does he. Lae that 


oa oe 
was onde to a 


turned caucne 


pay by ue ae 
martial? Seeing that the 
found that the military polic 
at fault, will the Minister arrange 
the returned soldier shall Tee ive 
evr a to him ? ee 


10046 Postal Electricians. 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ‘e Repatriation of Troops 


: Perth Radio Station on Tuesday morn- 
ing that Peace has been signed ? 
Mr. WATT.—Not yet. 


court MARTIAL ON H.M.AS. » 
AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Can the Acting Prime 
Minister, in the absence. of the Acting 
_ Minister for the Navy (Mr. Poynton), 
state whether there ig any appeal fror 

the awful sentences passed by the recent 
navy court martial on the Australian 

boys who were alleged to have committed 

gone breach of discipline on the Aus- 
traha? | 

Mr. WATT. — I am not sufficiently 

acquainted with the provisions of the 
Naval Defence Act to give an answer to 
_ that question, but will endeavour to 

ascertain the facts. : soe 


TRANSPORTATION DELAYS, 

_ MELBOURNE TO PERTH. | 
Mr. GREGORY.—In view of the great 

delay that has taken place in the freight- 


age of perishables between Melbourne 
~-and Perth, will the Minister for Works 


and Railways see if it is possible to @X- 


_pedite transport ? 

Mr. GROOM.—The goods to ral the 

honorable member refers are transported 
over no fewer than four railway lines, 
with three different gauges. The matter 
was brought under the notice of the Rail- 
ways Commissioner, who made inquiries 
and received a report. Representations 
have been made to. two of the States 
concerned, with a view to expediting the 
transit of goods. So far ag the Com- 
monwealth line is concerned, the goods 
are carried with as much expedition as. 18 
possible in the circumstances. 

Mr, GREGORY. —Highteen days is too 
long. 
3 Mr. 
= not nelle for any delay. 
ee POSTAL ELECTRICIANS. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—Has the Acting 
_ Prime Minister any statement to make 

public with reference to certain postal 
- electricians about whom he gave me an 
interview, and in respect of whose em- 
ployment it is contended that Mr. Fisher, 


meant priority of return 


than some of the troops in England. I 


‘GROOM. —The Commonwealth ig” 


great grievance. 


. through 


conditions of shipping, however, have to 


not; but I shal! confer with the i 
: upon the aphyece 


when Prime Mier ada a ae de- oe 


- finite promise to the House? 


Mr. WATT.—Im accordance with ee ‘ os 


undertaking I gave the honorable member 


in an office interview late last week, I in- — 
structed the Department to ransack the — 
records to find out exactly what the pro- 
mises of former Administrators, including 
Mr. Fisher, were. © Just before I came 
into the House, I received a précis of the — 
case, which I shall be glad to show to and 5 
discuss with the honorable member. rate: 


REPATRIATION OF TROOPS. Fic sees 1X 

Mr. RODGERS.—Will the Acting 
Prime Minister say whether the welcome 
statement that all our troops are likely to 
embark for Australia by the end of J uly Se 
includes the soldiers in Egypt, many of — 
whom have been there for four years, © 
while others who have hardly been two 
years abroad have returned home? = 

Mr. WATT.—I have been inquiring” — 
into that matter to-day. It was sub- 
mitted to me for consideration by some 
other good folk. I have just received a 
reply from the Defence Department 
which indicates, at first blush, that the — 
difficulties with regard < to Egypt have | 
been special. The date of enlistment — 
in the Old 
Country, where there were vast numbers 
of men; but that system could not be 
operated in quite the same way for the 
Egyptian or Mesopotamian troops. It 
appears that the Department therefore 
adopted, on the advice of the highest or- 
ganizing authority, ‘the unit embarkation 
theory, which, I think, will keep some of 
the troops in Egypt away a little longer 


understand that there are. about 9,000 sae 
men, all told, in Egypt at the Pree Bes, 
time. cai : 

Mr. Ropcers. —They feel they have a : 2 


Mr. WATT.—That is ‘abut “oie if 
they see their brothers-in-arms passing 
the Canal, or getting home 
round the Cape, a little earlier. The 


be considered. I do not know whether 
the. policy adopted is a reasonable one or 


Ke 


Peper: KELLY. = Will? he: 3 
finister for Defence get into touch at 
‘once with London and see if the accounts 
“we are receiving of the destruction of 
British military property in France ap- 
plies to light. railway lines and similar 
gear that could be utilized in Australian 
development? If they © do, 
rgently press on the Imperial authori- 
ties the desirability of ascertaining whe- 


her any of this material could be saved 


for the benefit of the Commonwealth ? 


NEWCASTLE MILITARY CAMP, 
Mr. WATKINS.—Will the Assistant 
‘Minister for Defence lay on the table of 
the Library all military papers connected 
with the removal of the- peeary Camp 


at Newcastle. - 
Mr: WISE] shall ask che 
Minister for Defence to do SO. 


AREA OFFICERS. ; 


Acting 


| Rees in dvilling our eee 
Sten it Minister ive pots one 


. nity.” 


“WORK... nee 


of a : Re sewouax. T WEEDS. 
Dr. MALONEY.—Will the Ache 
Prime Minister allow samples of the 
nzacs’ hand-woven Australian tweeds to. 
be added to the splendid exhibition of the 
work of returned soldiers. now on view in 
the Queen’ s Hall? 
ns question is that some influence seems. 
to be at work to prevent the advance- 
Gone: of the men. ask in this. pers 
eo Bat on. 


bead: nes and has done. ai 
at he- ean to help the movement. JI 


ae 


o objection to his suggestion, and 
fer with the Minister for Repa- 


. Benetor ne ae Tr believe, ou 


Ba anigent . 


will he: 


_ has not that an formaticn | 


Will the 


the Prime Minister — 


My reason for. asking — 


fetved at the Arent 


ar. responsible’ ‘foe : ‘tha’ exhibition 


order to ascertain | whether the 
addition can be made: to it. BY 


DISTRIBUTION. OF Ww: 
oe TROPHIES. 

‘Mr. PALMER.—Will the Assista : 
Minister for Defence take into « 
tion the claims of every count 
to participate in the distributio 
trophies when such distribution i mad. 

Mr.. oven cee ae have ) 


Mr. HIGGS.—Is the a Prime 
Minister sufficiently acquainted with 
Peace terms to. De, able to sre 


: cseiicy by way ne ‘veparation? : 
Is the a 


Rave given nea a very oleae 
but I think this question comes. | 
from @ man who advocated * ‘no indem 


“Mr. Hices.—In my gece ae 


not of a indemnity,”” 


core 


any, Maaanie will receive. 2 
knows, a. 
know, and as soon as we are permitted ta 


tell.the House and the ee we sh 
Pa BOs 


hee ra whether anes ooh 


tended to our. returned Rien: meet 


. will. be extended fo, nurses. os 


Bees the konoahie neeibes. 
add that in future the Acting Minister 


eer (Senator Millen). . 


a FEDERAL CAPITAL. : 

Mr. WEST.-4I wish to ask the Acting 
Prime ‘Minister whether the agitation 
that has been going on in regard to a re- 
commencement of work at the Federal 
‘Capital has made any impression upon 
him or the Government, and whether the 
Government intend to observe the con- 
stitutional requirement that the Seat of 
Government shall be in New South Wales, 
and not less than 100 miles from Sydney ? 

Mr. WATT.—The honorable member 
has really put to me two questions, and 
ne shadl answer them separately. The 

“agitation,” which has been properly 
Mecned by him, has been brought under 
_Ahe notice of the Government, and, with 


4 _ Pespect to myself, has caused a very deep 


and lasting feeling of depression. As to 
whether the Government intend to observe 
the constitutional requirement, I can only 
say that they would be recreant to their 
duty if they did not see that the Consti- 
‘tution and laws of this country, which 
they are sworn to administer, were given 
_ effect. 


TARIFF POLICY. 


| Srpnomns By Prime MINISTER IN LONDON. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—In reference to 
certain speeches reported to have been 
made by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) in London—speeches in which 
he referred very pointedly to the domestic 


soo! of the Imperial Government on~ 


Tariff matters—I desire to ask the Acting 
Prime Minister whether his chief speaks 
as the mouth-piece of the Commonwealth 
Government here, and to what extent his 
actions will dictate our Tariff poliey for 
Australia? 

Mr. WATT. Again m we Hand a double- 
- Apatrelled question, such as. the honorable 
member, it seems to me, always fires. The 
Government take full responsibility for 
the Prime Minister’s utterances in Lon- 
don in respect of all matters. We could 
not, even if we desired to do so, dissociate 
_ ourselves from our share of that respon- 


; 


_ for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) will answer. 
een on behalf of the Minister for 


May a 


“sibility. ye ce on ie the cable reports 


‘make provision to exempt from future — 


wire is available. 


ment just read by the Acting Prime Min 


of the right honorable gentleman’ s -utter- 
ances are correct, I have no means of 
judging. The policy of the Government 
on ‘Tariff matters will be considered in fult 
consultation with all the members of the, 
Cabinet. ee 


RETURNED SOLDIERS AND > 
INCOME TAX. | 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I desire ‘to ane ie 
Acting Prime Minister whether he will 


taxation moneys derived from persone ay 

exertion by sailors and soldiers who served | 

in the recent war? Sf 
Mr. WATT.—The question involean ‘a i 

principle of far-reaching importance, and 

I shalt be glad to have it considered if — 

the honorable member will give notice | 

of it. *. ¥ hi 


“tt Spee 


TELEPHONE CONNEXIONS - 
COUNTRY DISTRICTS. — 

Mr. PIGOTT.—Great difficulty is ex- 
perienced in country districts in securing 
connexion with local telephone exchanges 
because, we are told, of the want of wir 


Will the Postmaster-General state when : 
that Cee will be adjusted? - aia 


Mr. WEBSTER.—As soon as wire is 
available. | 

Darers 3s can ec 

Mr, PIGOTT.—The Postanaston ene 


ral has stated that country telephones 
will be installed as soon as the requisite 
Will he inform th 
House when the wire will be available? 

Mr. WEBSTER.—That information 
can be supplied only by those who are re- 
ponsible for the manufacture of the 
wire. | As soon as they supply the mi 
terial to the Department the installation — 
of country telephones will be procesde? 
with. 


NORTH-SOUTH RATLWANE 


oy 


ister, no reference is made to the build 
of the ph: South ee 


that matter, or is it their Intention 
any time to honour it? oe 


he Tes been ewe connected, and not 
he present Administration. 


rom fields of service, and other ‘places, 


t to pounce upon me with far-reaching - 
uestions of this kind. If he cies ‘give 


otice is will eonsider it. 


PROFITS ON CORN SACKS AND 
_. RABBIT SKINS. 


fir, TUDOR.—Will the Minister for 


orrect, as reported in the press, that his 
Department ‘intends to hand over to the 


Wheat Pool the profit of £100,000 made. 


es sale of corn sacks? If so, do the 


: eiadel to “ie Whaat Pool. The 
ircumstances under which the rabbit 
isiness. was transacted make it practi- 
ly impossible to do what the honorable 
ember suggests. It is not practicable to 


ce to the men who actually caught the | 


‘in’ America at £46 a ton. 


I would. 
gain ask my ‘honorable friend, fresh. 


a ing the antes of sugar, In this 


it is stated that— 


_ It was. ‘officially stated. ey Se 

sugar was £30 a ton, and it cost £2 
carry it to Australia. Sugar in t 
Kingdom was quoted at about £67 a t 
Therefore, 
stated, if the prices were repealed. there 
be every incentive to export sugar fron 


. tralia, leaving us with insufficient 


plies, 


Is there any truth in . the stone 
the Minister is endeavouring to 
ther opportunities to the eee 
tralia to raise the price of sugar? 
Mr. GREENE.—It is a little « 


to eee the honorable member, - 


next twelve months. I regret ver 
to say that the crop this year, as 
last. year’s crop, fell very much 
anticipations, and that the probs 
are that there will be in Australia 


occur, we pee into conteane 


considerable time. ago, ue! ne 


anything like the rhea at Shieh 


om aay Whilst t am. unable to 


: ecriaee the Aisieaen sugar with 
eepoer tee een we are ee 


| | Had it been possible no doubt 
Be nest would have been very 


: eiecral scsi be maintained as ie 6 is 
glad to do what the honorable member - iki 


ante and as there 1 is no poe 


By PRICE OF SUGAR. 
‘WEST. ahi desire to ask the Min- 


ng to what is termed “ An Official 
TI have here a telegram from 
ne, published in the Sydney press, - 


Haws ad Beveitarics cone on ay 
that an- wee has shee 


table all raaeiee ae connexion “ith 


Ves er St. Rida ponds qhich was 

_ required ‘by the Repatriation vee 

ment? . 
. Mr. GLYNN 

able in my Department 1 will lay them 
on the table. 

Mr. SPEAKER. =“'The usual practice 
is for an honorable member to give notice 
of his intention to move that certain 
papers be laid upon the table of the House 


or the Library. If the Minister is agree-. 


able, the motion, being. unopposed, is 


taken as formal, and moved without de-. 


bate, and the papers are then tabled ac- 
cordingly. It would be better to adhere 
to the old practice which eer: before 
_ the war. | 


IMPORTATION OF. SHEEP DIP. 
Mr. ‘LECKIE. — Under what. power 
has the Minister for Trade and.Customs: 
ue acted in regard to the prohibition of the 
‘importation of sheep dip? Was action 


taken under the War Precautions Act or 


under some eae of the Customs 
Act? 

Mr. GREENE. — Amongst 
questions upon: the notice-paper in regard 
_to this matter is one concerning the 

actual character of the prohibition. 
answer to that question will disclose the 
information which the honorable mem- 
ber seeks, but when those questions are 
ealled upon I shall ask that they be post- 
-poned till to-morrow so that the complete 
imformation ney be made available. 


Clg aaa PROFITEERING. 
Mr. HIGGS, Will the. Acting Prime 


Maia e: say whether the Government” 


_ propose to take any action to prevent or 
_ punish profiteering? 

‘Mr. WATT.—The honorable member, 
when he wag in office, did very little in 
that direction, and L think profiteering 
was more rampant then than it is now. 
_ However, if the honorable member will 
give notice of the question ne will re- 

_ ¢elve an answer. | 


SOLDIERS? FINES. . 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Will a ‘Assist- 
ant Minister for Defence say whether it 
is the practice of the Defence Depart- 
ment, when making final payments to dis- 


N.—If the papers are Bie 


pities 


The 


cating portion of the money for the fol- 


‘necessity of paying rent under the Com- 


might well give notice of that “fs 
At this moment, I can only say tha 
fore we can cook our hare we must, 
It. “We must make sure that. - 


| c eeteed soldiers, to. dada ee Sian 


of fines: Hapiced on 1 the n men durin, their” 
service abroad? If. such is the practice, 

will the Government consider its discon-_ 
tinuance, in view. of the great service 
rendered by our soldiers ! ‘ 

- Mr. WISE.—I. shall. ask the Acting” | 
Minister for Defence to take bhp sugeere a 
tion into consideration. - | ie ene 


SALE OF FLANNEL, "ee a 

Dr. MALONEY .—In order to prevent — 
an opinion now held by many become 
universal, namely, that the proposed sale — 
by the Defence Department of 235, 000 
yards of ‘flannel is in the interest of the 
warehouse kings of Flinders-lane, and in 
view of the fact that this flannel was paid — 
for by the people; will the Acting Prime 
Minister consider. favorably the sugges- 
tion contained in a letter published in — 
the Age on 24th June that arrangements 
should be made for the Red Cross socie- 
ties to take orders from citizens for small 
quantities of flannel. suitable for families 
at a fixed price? 

Mr, WATT.—I know non S paren 
ally or officially, about the procedure 
adopted, or the object of the sale of this — 
flannel; but I will convey the honorable 
member’s suggestion to the Acting Min- 
ister for Defence, and ask him to Ones : 
with the Business Board. 


WAR INDEMNITY. : 
‘Mr, LISTER. .— Assuming that a _war 


Geseeuiens give | conawlerstion to “alle 
lowing purposes :—(a). To relieve from the © 


monwealth housing scheme. any widow 
who remains such, or. any person who wa 
entirely dependent on a deceased soldier ; 
(>) to augment the pensions of blind or 
totally incapacitated soldiers; and (c) to 
pay the interest for a period of five ye 
on loans granted by the Repatriation ~~ 
Department to soldier settlers and others 2 ‘ 
embarking in business ? Bee ce 


Mr, WATT,—The honorable m 


get some eee Delors, we ia Y 
allocate it. alpine ei 


"Ae. CHARLTON te view of (the 
great increase in the cost of living, do 
_-. the Government propose to increase the 


' old-age and invalid pensions? 
_. Mr. WATT.—The ' financial Bropheala 


consideration, and rol be. presnted in 
ithe Budget. | 


| WHEAT POOL ‘PAYMENTS. 
‘Mr. SAMPSON . asked the. Acting 


Prime Minister, won. notice—~ — 

If he ean. ee the House—(1) Whether. 
the 1915-16 Wheat Pool will be finally cleaned 
up at an early date; (2) as to the prospect 
of an early dividend from oe 1916- 17, 
1917- 18, and “1918-19?~ 


Mr WATT. ve 


‘answers “bo < Oe 


low :— 


1. The question of winding up the 1915- 16 
Pool was dealt with at the conference of the 


returns had been received which would en- 


to be received from the British Wheat Com- 
mission on account of diversion of cargoes 
shipped under the 3,000,000 tons contract. 
2. The question of further payments on 
1916-17 and 1917- 18. account was also con- 
sidered, and the growers’ representatives on 
the Board. have since published a statement 
that, taking’ into consideration the present 
position of “finance, shipping, and stocks, they 
are satisfied that. nothing at the present time 
ean be done in that direction. It. is impos- 
sible to say when a further payment: will be 
made, 


eny further payment at an. early date. 


- RIVER MURRAY. WATERS. | 
Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister 
. for Works and Railways, upon notice— 
1. Whether any definite decision has been 
ep aeved at to construct further locks on the 
_ Murray River at an early date? 
_2. If so, will the Minister state the locali- 


ties decided upon and the approximate ae 
-of the commencement of the work? - - 


- Mr. GROOM.—The answers to lig 


low — © 


approved, with certain reservations, of the 
designs and estimates submitted by the con- 
structing authorities for New South Wales 
and Victoria in connexion with the weir and 
lock on the River Murray at Torrumbarry, 
near Echuca. 


been given to the designs and estimates sub- 
‘mitted by the 


- South Australia in respect of locks No 4 


indicated - in paragraph 1, pny is | 


of the Government are at present under- ‘constructing authority for Wissen ae 


e weir ae lock at: Torrumbarry; and it 
cipated that work. in connexion with, i 


will be ee ah an early RS 


Sasouihle member's queaene are as fol- patulack that in “the vicinity of the eo 


ae of the hae and the tie ex is | 


Australian. Wheat Board held last month, It  — - 
was agreed that this could not be done until 


able an estimate to be made of the profits yet. ~ 


following appears:—“In a recent imp 


d lian market the manufacturer declared “i 


As regards 1918-19, there is no prospect of - been imposed? 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- Qty of goods entered through the Cu 


1. The River Murray Camiiiesion recently 


. Approval, with Bee le * yevarratlane. hh 
constr ucting authorit 


2254 miles), 
miles) . ates 
2. (a) Lineations of the locks relent 


(6). A commencement has been made by b 
on 
half of the constructing authorities for 


3. The Commission .has also authoriz 
construction, in accordance with designs 
estimates submitted of the Upper © 
storage and the Lake Victoria storage, 

4, ‘Surveys and investigations are act 
proceeding, with a view to the location o 
sites. for additional weirs and locks on the 


a ioular issued a the pee and Age 
Association of South Australia, in which 


tion of goods specially made for the Austr 


tion value for such goods, in spite of 
the Department loaded the invoice 20 per 
because the home con value was 
shown 7? ie 

2. Is..it a fact that Customs officer 
been so instructed? 

3. If so, under what’ power have such 


4. Have not the collect. of auch du 
been declared illegal by His Honour Sir Ge 
Murray, sitting as a Court of Hecera 
diction? 


Mr. GREENE The answers” . 
honorable member’s questions are 1 
low :— aha 

1. Yes. pie 
~ 2. Yes; but see answer to. quéston se 3. 

3. Section 216 of the Customs Act emp 
the Collector to demand proof of valu io 


Pending receipt of such proof, he may n 
the goods, or release them under section 2, 
on deposit of a cash security sufficient to 1 
tect the revenue, ode ales 
4. No. His Honour Sir George Murray’s 8 


_ decision dealt only with the question of the 
time at which the home consumption value 
should be determined. On appeal the ae 
ment was favored by the anak Rake 


OR 


1 10062 Supply. 
: s ARMY NURSES. 
: Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister re- 
rs geting the Minister for Repatriation, 
as notice— 
Whether provision has been made for spoblal 
ay cee to be paid to nurses who have 


-gerved abroad to continue their studies at hos- 
pia in special branches of training? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Poynron).— 
‘trades the Repatriation Act, members of 
- the Army Medical Corps Nursing Service 
are regarded as Australian soldiers with- 
in the meaning of that Act, and are, 
therefore, entitled to the advantages of 
the training facilities provided. 


- SUPPLY BILL (No. 1) 1919-20. 


Nee REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE: 
Pustic Dest Per Carira Payment To 
Srarses: Inverest on Loans—Pvsuio 
- SERVICE: Aurens: APPEALS To ARBITRA- 

jon Court—Muinister ror DEFENCE: 
a To ENGLAND: DEMOBILIZATION: 

- Trearment or Sotprers Aproap—Ex- 
- port or Hipes—Increasep Cost oF 
» Lavine: Darey Propucrs: ‘Breap: 

 Croruine: Proriterrine: Iwrer-State 

— Commisston’s Rerorr—Tun Tarirr: 
 Avstranian Surep Die: TrierHone 
- Pasrz Suts—Repareiation: Exurt- 

gion or Sorprers’ Worx: Fournirurer: 

- Lanp Serriement: Insurrictncy oF 
. PENSIONS — Hconomy: Burzav oF 

Scrmnce anp Inpustrry: Dr. Girrurn: 
Navat Basrs—Tur War: Terms oF 

Peace: Payments BY Grrmwany— 

Genzrat  Execrion — Minister. 

- Cavous Resotutions—Postrar ApMiIn- 

 astrRATIon: Trrecrarpn Forms: Une 

. vorms—Avsrratian Impertarn Force 

. Epvoation Scuzmmu—Wervin 1m 
 Wueat—Invatm anp Otnp-acze Prn- 
- gsions—HEicut-Hours’ Day Proonsston 

- - anp Union Jack—Usu or Rep Frag— 

Loe Inrrvenza Epmemto. 

an Committee of Supply (Considera- 
‘tion of Governor-General’s Message) : 

. Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 

Minister : aa Treasurer ) [ 25|.—I 

OVE: | 


os 


towards defraying the services of the year 
20, a sum | Not” Dewi ote 5 £4, 387, 335. . 


Bal aliases fs : dLV 


. a pe ae temporary | it is 
proper that I should give the ‘Comantest 


near future, the repatriation effort. will 


That ‘neve he eunat to- His Majesty for or. 


a brief indication of the general financial 
position of the Commonwealth. I shall 
deal first with War Loan Finance. F 
The seven war loans raised by the Com : 
monwealth within Australia brought in a 
total of £188,482,040. To this must be 
added receipts fromthe kale ue War 
Savings Certificates, £5,140,518. The 
total amount, therefore, "raised in ‘Aus. 
tralia was £193 O12, 553. We borrowed | 
direct from the British Government __ 
£47 ,500,000. The British Goverdmealian ee a 
further paid for the maintenance of Aneta x 
tralian troops overseas, and for their 
munitions £70,645,000, but of this last — ; 
amount Australia has repaid £26,000 000, se Ae a 
leaving the amount due to Groat Britain — 
for the payments at £44,645,000. Ree 
The amount borrowed altogether conse- 
quently totals £285,717,553. The Trea- * 
surer had on hand on the 31st May unex-_ 
pended war loan moneys amounting to 
£24,176,449, Deducting this from the 
total borrowed, it will be seen that the 
war loan expenditure to the 31st May last 
has been, approximately, £261,541,104. — 
Although the Armistice was signed _ . 
seven months ago, there has not been any 
diminution of the expenditure directly | 
borne by the Commonwealth, out of loans. 
Disbursements on munitions have cer- 
tainly disappeared, but as the cost was 
being met temporarily by the British Go- 
vernment, the Commonwealth Treasury 
has not yet felt relief. On the contrary, 
large payments for transports and de- 
ferred pay have increased the drain from 
the Treasury. Demobilization is expected — : 
soon to be complete, and then the war 
payments in respect to. soldiers still in 
khaki will be reduced to comparatively 
small proportions. Some hospital expen- 
diture, however, will be required pic a 
considerable time, 
Although the payments referred. to may 
be expected to rapidly diminish in the 


necessitate the raising of further loa 
At the Premiers’ Conference of January 
last, the Commonwealth agreed to lend to 
ae States sums of Reni: aggregating ove 


at 


a pa may stees Wa from me 


Sail. anes bay Mobs will also 
require considerable funds. — 
heavy expenditure in prospect, it will be 

ecessary before long: to raise another war 


pe loan. 


i. 


to £13,170,000 per annum. 
amount, there is payable to Australian 


4 Government £4, 610, 000. 
_ exchange, with which the financial and 


able. 
tion in the Treasury, and. I hope will 


Interest on the war aake now amounts 
Of that 


lenders £8,560,000, and to the British 
Difficulties of 


eommercial community are well ac- 


quainted, have prevented payments which 
otherwise would have ‘been made to. 
the British Government in reduction of - 
Australian indebtedness. 
at the present moment, and have not been 


We are not able 


able for some time, to transfer to London 
the interest which is due to Great Britain, 


and it has,. consequently, been decided to 
establish a trust account in the Treasury . 
to which will be credited about £2,000,000.: 


_ This will enable the interest to be charged 
to the present year’s accounts that should 
et carry it, and to be held in the 

Treasury until exchange becomes avail- 
This difficulty is receiving atten- 


oon be removed. 
The total annual recurring charge at 
resent upon the Consolidated Revenue 


in respect of the war may be set down as 
follows :— 


£13,170,000 
1,200,000 
5,050,000 
2,000,000 


ORinterest | Eas 
Sinking fund of 10s, per £100 
_ War pensions , Re 
ene (say ) eM 


 £21,420,000 


‘All pes items may be expected to expand 


for a year or two. 
Mr. Marrews.—Ministerial Si pater 
do not take much interest in this matter, 


oe 


Mr. WATT. —They Beles complete 


dust in the Saadeonay 


Batter uation of iast session. 

Mr. WATT.—Yes, they did; 
wo or three who were infected by the 
3 of the: ce ciraabes My 


With the 


all but 


had been at the meeting of the 

yesterday, he would have ha 

on the point. ee 
The total expenditure of t 

wealth sds of revenue in 4 


cluding. payments 40 the Gases ip 
burden has thus almost doubled the 
ments out of revenue. The ind mnity 
eee by the Allies mies Germ: 


va present indice sons: any "fees paymer 
to Australia will probably be. ah 


a comparatively atnall ‘portion Koes 
total cost of war. The Australian + 


payer must, according to my information 
and d aent make up: his mind to car 


that he had just cidion tad he aid 


possess ? 


Mr. WATT.—I said that I spoke ‘ : 
cording to my information and judg. 
ment.’’? I think I am entitled to 


Mr. Tupor.—How much is in 
tion, and how much ae 


having had administrative = 


5 


war, and bo the House ae to 


for the conception of the war eee 
the end of the financial year. Dire 
taxation is also likely to be in ex 
estimates. The Department ia 
issuing income and land tax a: 

and all the money will not be 

before 30th June. When the accounts 
have been closed I expect, that the e: 
diture will be below the est: 


the whole, a. ee a sur 


‘10054 


| Supply Bit 


aed for the year hes is NOW Glow 
ing, though it is quite impossible at this — 
stage to hazard a guess as to its size. 

early as practicable in August the Bud- 


-get, statement for the new year will be 


presented to the House. 


Complete in- 


~ formation as to the finances will then be 


available. 
July, however, I hope to be able to lay 


During the first week of 


on the table a statement giving the ap- 
proximate receipts and payments of the 
Commonwealth in 1918-19 under the 
main heads. ‘This will show as nearly 


. as one can what the surplus is likely 


to be. . This Supply Bill, though nomi- 
nally for two months, really is for about 


: a fifth of the year, because a pay-day for 


the Public Service occurs on 5th Sep- 


tember, and it. is necessary to provide 


funds for other services for a little longer 
than that. The total amount. of the 


Supply asked is £4,337,335. Included in 


this, as will be seen fron the Bill circu- 


: lated last night, is. £700,000. for Trea- 


_ surer’s Advance, which is required for the 
_ continuation of public works in progress 
and for unforeseen items yenerally. 


Mr. Hices. — Was that arranged at 
the secret Caucus? 


Mr, 


the Bills to be circulated last night. 


Mr. Hiees. — I notice you carried a 
vote of confidence in the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes), and I wanted to know if 


that was necessary. 


Mr. WATT.—I do not desire these ex- 
chanpes. I do not see any necessity 
for a vote of confidence, though I am 


sure the honorable member would not. ob- 


year an amount of £1,000,000 was 
_ eluded under the head of Treasurer’s Ad- 
vance, but the officers of the Treasury ad- 
vise me that £700,000 is likely to suffice 


niet 


ject if honorable members desired to 
show their loyalty to their leader. 

Mr. Tupor. — Why did you carry a 
vote of confidence in Mr. Hughes and 
Sir Joseph Cook, and not in Senator 


Pearce?! — 


Mr. WATT. — We were nA dealing 
with Ministers discharging the duties of 
ordinary administration, but with men 


representing Australia at a Conference 
of the utmost importance to Australia. 


In the first Supply Bill for the current 


oe we Oguri To get a fair compari- 


[REPRESENTATIVE s 


As the year 1918-19 it is necessary to deduct — 


the £700,000 for Treasurer’s 


WATT.—I gave instructions for 


in-. period. of this year -and the coming 


son. ayes the. eee aigune of the expel Vere 
diture approved by the Parliament Node ee 


Advance, 
£80,000 for refunds of revenue, ane 
£1,452,000 for war expenditure payable - : 
out of revenue. After abstracting these 


sums, the amount in the Supply Bul is 
£2; 105, 335, which is rather 


less than 
one-fifth of the £11,207,860 granted by — 
the Parliament for the compe on 
vices in the year just. ended. The 
£1,452,000 set down for war services is 
composed of the following items:—War — 


pensions, £1,040,000; repatriation of 
Australian - soldiers, £356 ,000; and other 
‘War services, £56, 000. The Bill in- 


cludes no new items. Jt is for ordinary — 
services only, and the total is-less than 
that which was provided for a “similar | 


period of the previous year. 


Mr, Maruews.—Is_ there any clans 
of compelling the press to separate war = 
expenditure from. ordinary expenditure, — 


So thatthe issue may not. be clouded? 


Mr. WATT.—AIl the efforts of the peed, 
Government have been bent. in the direc- fe 
tion of informing the public of the dif- 
ference between ordinary een and 
war expenditure. 


Mr, Matnews —The press will HO} do ee 


it. See 
Mr. WATT.—The press has been re 
fusing to do a lot of things lately, and the : 
Government have had to take their own 
course. with the press. The honorabk 
member is not more in love with the press. : 
than I am myself; and recently I felt it 
my duty to shut the press out of the pub- 
lic Departments for a considerable time 
This was not with the object of getting 
the press to criticise the Government less 
but in order to insure that official state-— 
ments of facts or policy were published — 
as they were uttered, and not manipulated — 

to suit some organs. As I have said, 

there-is nothing extraordinary or new in- 
the gel under this Bill, and be 
think I have given honorable members 
enough material to enable them: to com 
pare the items for the corresponding 


year for which we are providing Supply. 
Having given the assurances I have, I 
think I am justified in asking that this — 
Supe, be granted oy the Commuttoen a 


no desir 

ther House. 
that the Committee of Supply in either 
‘ouse is entitled to reasonable time for | 
discussion after so lope a. recess. 


+¥: 
sire to ‘be able to pay war » pensions con-— 
stantly falling due and wages commit- 
ments, the first of which the Treasury - 
fficers tell me will fall due on Wednes- 
lay, the 2nd July. ~ 
tion I ask honorable members to discuss 
this Bill as freely as they desire, and any 


information which the Treasury or the 
Departments can afford will be freely. 


TUDOR (Yarra) [4. 45] —The 


Acting Prime Minister has given us 
something in the nature of an epitomized . 
Budget speech, with the difference that 
we have not on this occasion the advan- 


tage of following him with a printed copy 


- of his remarks. I think it is rather un- 
: usual that on the first day of meeting, after — 


a lengthy recess, we should be asked to ~ 
=f realize, how- 


deal with a Supply Bill. 
ever, that we cannot pay one penny in 
ages. or pensions after the 80th June, 


en from -Treasurer’s Advance, aardiane 


, measure of this kind, and this suggests 
at we ought to. alter our system of 
ance so as to make certain moneys 


available, or call Parliament together’ 


arlier. _ Practically we shall have to 
eurtail discussion in order to get this 


Supply Bill out of the way before the 2nd 


uly, for, as matters stand, the measure 
ught to leave this House. this week, = 
Mr. Warr.—So long as the Bill is 


passed by Wednesday fc next uy wil . 


suit. 
Mr. TUDOR.—That means thsi me 
Bill must be out of this House this week ; 


and, of course, we know that, with their 


numbers and the present Standing Orders, 


_ the Government, if they choose, could have 
We re- 


member how in the past honorable mem- — 


it passed by 5 o’clock -to- day. 


ers opposite have religiously voted to 
hut up every member on this side on 
! AGW eae 


aie realize fe ee 


oe ; 


Within that limita- 


ME Wie We. dia ¢ ae 8 ut 
orable members opposite; we. . 
self-denying ordinance to~ 
Doo : 


have to ee quiet, or the Goven 
Whip takes a hand. ee 


quiet! ; 
Mr. TUDOR. “This soppy Bi 


papers this morning. 


There are many matters te wh 
IT should like to refer; for inste 1 
I should. like to see the repor 
Police Magistrate Barnet on the . 
lic Service, in order to find out how 
“much justification there was for the sla 
ders that were uttered by many POOP 
regard to the public servants. In on 
case the man concerned was an “Au 
“lian, his parents — were 
and his grandparents 


I am also very desirous af seeing ‘the 
port of the late Public Service Comm 
sioner, Mr. McLachlan, in order to asce 
tain what suggestions -he has to me 
I understand from the press that the 


ment has seen fit to nike nib 

in the same position as all other 

in the community and give them the r 
to appeal to the Arbitration Court; 
it would be very much. regretted if 
right were now to be taken away, 


know no body more anfitted: to dae 
wages and conditions. J am sure 
the Acting Prime Minister will ; 
with me that it would be a great mistak 
to take away this net of ee Le 
Arbitration Court. | 


fhe Gaeruniée! in connexioon Ge: 


visit of Senator Pearce to England. — 
iT be dae ghee eau at the 


py lee ee 


momonwealth Parliament made re- 


a) on “he fact ch on a 
: "Parliament sat last year, there was a 
eeting of the Government party up- 
- stairs, and the party agreed that Senator 
Pearce should go to London. ‘The re- 
 eponpibility therefore, was upon the 
whole party for the visit of Senator 
- Pearce, Ins wife, and family to Great 
- Britain to do certain work. 
: de Prcorr.—I never heard of it. 
Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
couk not have been at the meeting. It 
vas towards the end of the year. The 
norable member for Bass (Mr. Jensen) 
“delivered. his speech one night, and the 
ext day, or the aay. after, we wound 


sein ee as Bevator Pearce is himself, 


aan? —I am not. 


: os PA sheeteon Orr. Fleming) 3 is also re- 
‘sponsible. as a member of the party. 

ons Mr. Warr.—The Government will take 
the responsibility ; in fact, we reach out 

alter. it. It is ours. 

_ Mr, TUDOR.—There is no particular 

reaching out after the ‘responsibility in 
this matter. Every member of the Go- 

vernm nt, and every member of the Min- 

sterial p arty, is responsible for what was 

. te, pee member me mE 


; aes Did nob Mr. ae ard E 
a Laas eo to. acts ae 


omen who open ae ee of ee 


afternoon across the table, why, in - 


Loddon 


end of next month, ee Be: we 


ie ne ont Phat the responsibilit ie 
on. Senator Pearce, but on the pa: 
which he belongs. The honorable 
ber for Wide Bay (Mr. Corser), 
honorable member for Calare (M 
Pigott) may refer to State politici 
having gone. I do not complain, but T 
candidly admit that, when I went to the 
Old Country, my only regret was that 
could mot work my passage. I had 
pay for it. I had the opportunity | 
going and working in the Old Country- ‘ 
an opportunity that every Australian 
should avail himself of if he goles the 
chance, 
_ Mr. Warr.—You are tr ying to benefit 
the Government party by giving them a 
share ‘of the responsibility. We do not 
want them to carry it. acre 
Mr. TUDOR. pie will tae to. de 
80. 
Mr. Fremine.—I ey one who 1 
refuse. 
Mr. TUDOR. —The. houigen bie member 
cannot remain a member of that Pa 
and refuse his share of it. I asked 1 


resolution carried yesterday afternoon at 
the Ministerial party meeting applauding - 
Mr, Hughes and Sir Joseph Cook for 
GoUns good work in England, Sena ) 

Pearce’s name’ was not mentioned, - 
hocorabie member for Robertson icra 
little of the work of the Defence Depart- 
ment over there, and of demobiliza 
proceedings, and I should like to 
him say whether demobilization is neo 
proceeding more harmoniously now, 
whether Senator Pearce has impeded 
work over there. 

‘Mr. FLemine.—tI think Mr. Hugh: 
doing it, and was doing ‘it, as bene! as 
could te done. 2 

Mr. TUDOR.—Then why send “thet 
fifth wheel of the coach to do the work? 

Mr. Corser.—Has Mr. ee be 
in London the whole time? =~ = 

Mr. TUDOR.—I have already 
that I belicve — in Australia. 


I was ‘had es ee th a 
boys will all be leaving England 


a Trade and Customs (Mr. 


_Supry Bal 


7 en back. I am sure we all faite to 
know that peace is once more with us, 
and that the ingenuity of man will be 
devoted to the purpose of saving life in- 
stead of destroying it. I hope we shall 
be able to welcome our men back in the 
very near future. 
% Many matters should be referred to in 
discussing this Bill. One is the tremen- 
dows increase in the cost of living. No 
matter what Government is in power, it 
will have to deal with that question. He- 
-vently the Government lifted the embar- 
go on the export of hides. The people 
who were holding hides in Australia 
would not sell them. Before the war the 
very best hides that Australia could turn 
out, which are some of the best in the 
world, were less than is. per Ib. 
price was then fixed at 1s. 14d., but 
directly the embargo was lifted it ated 
up to 1s. 8d. The farmer has obtained 
no advantage from thait, because the 
hides were in store here; and it was esti- 
mated that over 1,000,000 hides were held 
by the speculators and the big killing 
eompanies of Australia. They are the 
people who made the profit on those 
hides, but the people of Australia have 
to pay. We are anxious that the very 


best should be done for Australian indus- 


tries. We have here the material to turn 
those hides into leather. We have the 
bark and the grease. We have the hides 
and the labour, and every one will admit 
that dastraan leather made a name for 
itself during the recent war; but, instead 
of the work “being done here, we are going 
to send away the hides and the tanning 
materials, and deprive our own people of 
the work. To take the embargo off the 
export of hides was not a statesmanlike 
action. It would have been far better to 


"keep them in Australia to ereate labour 


| for our people. 
_ Mr. Picorr.—Were any of the hides 
exported ? 
— Mr. TUDOR.—I undorsiena so. 
- Mr. Pieotr.—I understand not. 
Mr. TUDOR. — The Minister for 
Greene) can 
give us information on that point. If 
_ they were not exported, it means that 
their price was artificially inflated. We 


at: Tune, 4919.) (No. 1) 1919-1920, 


The, 


are told that, instead of the prices of i 
commodities going down, they are likely 
to increase. This means, then, that the 


value of land is to increase, the value of 


eattle will increase, the values of com-- 
modities will increase, but the value of 
human life will be less. 


of a beast, or to the value of a piece of 


land. The lives of human beings should ° a 


be valued higher 
land or eae 

Mr, Preorr.—What. has that pee to do 
with the argument? 


than commodities or 


Mr. TUDOR. —We are told that the - 


dairy farmer is to get more for the stuff 
which he produces. That means that the 
ecow-is going to be more yaluable, and 
human life less valuable. 
Mr. Picorr.—More valuable for its” 
hide? | 
Mr, TUDOR.—I am speaking of the: 


stuff that is produced, as the honorable 


member will realize when he catches up — 
to my argument. This or some other 
Government must take control on the — 
question of the cost of living. The people 
who are manipulating the commodities 
that are absolutely essential to human 
life are reaping enormous profits. 
no doubt that even better opportunities 


will offer for the discussion of: this! ims 


portant question in the debate on the 
Ministerial statement than on the Supply 
Bill. 


Let me give one illustration on the _ 


question of the cost of living. Bread © 
to-day is dearer in Australia than it has — ~ 
Forty 74 
years ago you could get a 4-lb. loaf for 
what a 2-Ib. loaf costs to-day. The wages ~ 
of the people who are producing the  ~ 
article have not made all that difference. ~ 


been probably for forty years. 


During the past three or four weeks 
bread has gone up in Melbourne by $d. 
per 2-lb, loaf, and this increase is attri- 
buted to the increase of the wages of the 
bread carters. ee a 
Mr. Grecory.—Do you think the 
master bakers are making bigger protite 
than they did in the old days? . 
Mr. TUDOR.—I know the master 
bakers have such a monopoly that they 


10057 : 


T shall never. 
subseribe to a policy which means that 
the life of any individual in this eom- ~~ 
munity is to be counted second to the life 


Thave 


. old really make the ole of Selbouiie 
pay what they liked. The wages of the 

bread carters have gone up 5s. per week, 
but the price of bread, which these men 


deliver, has gone up at the rate of 50s. 
Dee week: ae a 
‘Mr. Grecory.—Were there as many © 


‘restrictions in the employment of labour 


in those days? 
Mr. TUDOR.—Not that I aow of. 


recent Jaw case showed that it was im- 


‘ 


another. 


possible for a customer to transfer his 
patronage from one master baker to. 
The proprietor of a café in- Mel- 
bourne had left baker ‘‘ A’ and gone to 
baker ‘‘B.’’ The case was taken to the 
committee of the master bakers organiza- 
tion, and the customer was compelled to 
go back to baker ‘‘ A.’’ Baker ‘‘ A’’ can 
supply any sort of bread that he likes, 
and his customers are not allowed to leave 
him. That is one of the results of that 


employers’ union, the Master Bakers As- 


rules. 


i ; sociation, 


Mr. Grecory. Dhose are Si Rilees 


| a ets to be suppressed. 


TUDOR. —Yes, and a lady who 


: we was a ae of the association, in Park- 
ville, was fined £50 because she broke its 
In my own district the Civil Ser- 


vice Co-operative -Bakery—the largest in 


- makin 
defendants gave notice of appeal, they 


the cost of living. 
‘14th inst. a paragraph was published stat- 


e Victoria, and one of the largest in Aus- 


tralia—was refused flour by the millers. 


The case was taken to Coie under the 
War Precautions Act, and the millers, 


who defended the case, were fined £50. 
They were a firm that. admitted a few 
years ago that they had lost £6,000 worth 
of flour sacks, and did not know that they 
had lost them, so they must have been 
ig enormous profits. Although » -the 
did not appeal, because they did not want 
these things shown up to the ‘public. 
These are the things that are increasing 
In the Age of the 


ing that the new determination of the 


‘Bread Carters Wages Board, ‘which was 


to come into operation on the 21st inst., 


; had been discussed at a meeting of bread 
_ carters. 
faction 


A resolution expressing dissatis- 
with the determination was 
passed, and it was decided to refer the 


e oa weed to a conference of hs bread cart- 


ei re! 


the Trades Hall, 


‘of bread by 4d. all round, and were r ae 


A 


trial unrest. 


bread would amount to 5s. 10d. per 


making too much money ? 


‘Minister (Mr. Watt) has said th 


ers on ker cues yes in s 
It was said anea v 
the master bakers ‘had raised the ce 


ing a considerable profit on the transac-_ 
tion, only twelve firms were paying - the 
increased wages. A letter appeared about 
a week before stating that the price of 
bread was increased from 7d. to 74d. per 
4-Ib. loaf on the 30th of the previous: : 
month, the reason given being the in-— 
crease of wages. The wages increase was 
not to take effect until the 21st inst. a am 
the price of bread was increased ‘three a 
weeks before that, Thisisthesort of thing 
that is. giving rise to the continual indus- 

I told a gathering of the. 
Chamber of Manufactures that I was 

not surprised at the existence of industrial _ : 
unrest, and that the only thing that sur- nf 
prised me was that there was not more of — 
it. How some of the women manage oF see 
maintain their families onthe -weekl hag 
wages coming into their homes, I am at 
a loss to know. When the price of brea 
was increased from 7d. to 74d. per loaf 
on the 30th ultimo, the reason given was 
that the wages of the: operative bakers 
had recently been increased, and that on : 
2lst inst. further increases of wages 
would. have to be paid to the bree 
carters, The combined - increases 
bakers and carters range from 14s. 
Ivs. per week; but on the average 
of 140 loaves the increase in the pric 


ee 


Sey > 
rane 


per day, or 40s. 10d. per cart “per w ee 

This, 1t is pointed out, is a very impres- — 
sive illustration of the ratio in which 
public are made to pay for increased | 
in: the baking trades: (2 Ree 


Mr. GREGORY. “gee the. hoes 
member say that the ‘master bakers 


Mr, TUDOR,—I say they edo 
right to increase the price of bread be- — 
fore the increase in the wages of t > 
bread-carters actually took place. _ | 


Mr, Grecory.—How would the 


Mr. - TUDOR. The. - “Acting 


Government have abandoned t 


all Bscttan tone ‘illegal wed and good, 
- Mr. TUDOR.—Power should be given 
a one Parliament in Australia to deal 


with the whole question of the- illegality © 


of combines. We know that. when com- 
binations were practically made illegal in 
the United States of America, the 


various trusts took steps. to secure their 


incorporation in the State of New Jersey, 


where they could practically flout the 


Federal law. If we have to wait until 
action is taken by the slowest State in 
Australia to deal with these matters, 
then Australians will be waiting a long 
* a for the redress of their grievances. 

-Grecory.—The law in regard to 
Dae commissions was quickly observed. 


Mr. TUDOR.—But. the particular 
oa with which I am now dealing 


Bees. the life of the people. far more. 


closely than does that of secret’ commis- 
sions. _All classes in Australia to-day 
- are suffering because of the increase in 
the cost of living. Mr, Knibbs has pub- 

lished statistics as to increases in house 
rents and~ ee oe o ig Saget 


sae there are 


Ate TUDOR. —[- ra not ees ak 
they have increased to that extent; but 
I am informed’ by tailors that tek day 
they are paying £1 per yard for cloth 
which they could buy before the war for 
5s. per yard. A suit of clothes which 
im pre-war days cost £4 4s., now costs 
£8 Bs. 2 


tc. - Gregory. —The position is the 


oe people of other countries are suifering 


we ought not to complain. © 
_ Mr. Feyron.—We have a raw mate- 


ee u ry Dae. not yet reached the: nano. at. 


oe can popes the Role of our 


: eee 


which - 


~ manufacture. 


: cto 


Mr. ee who 1 eee 


for Trade and Customs my os 
‘failed to do tae 


the Tariff. . That was oe three 
ago, but since his party hag bee . 
power he has been as silent ag an oyster 


with respect to Tariff matters, 


Mr. Corszr.—That is all the o 
able member knows about the matter. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I cannot speak of wha 


takes place at the Ministerial party ee 


ings upstairs. 


Mr. Corser. What! oopern y 
have there been to deal with ee yp! 


in ue House? 


TUDOR. — Three years ag. ny 
friend said that Walker 
Limited, the big engineers of Mary 
borough, Queensland, were absolute 


crippled because I would not take acti 
to give them increased. protection. — a 
company apparently is still going on, : tb 


Suould ee eh aaa by the ‘Goren 


ment of which I was a nea : He will ‘ 


before now. in beneath of Tarift maven 


T wish now to refer to the splendic ¢ 
hibition of the work of returned soldi gs) 
which we have in the Queen’s Hall t 


day, and especially to the exhibiti 


furniture made by returned soldier 


which work is certainly- first class. 


would remind honorable members 
case reported in the presg about a f 
night ago, where the Repatriation 


partment, through one of its local cor 


mittees, voted to a returned solc 
sum of £35 with which to purchas : 
niture. It was alleged that the returned : 
soldier was swindled by those from wh 
he made his purchase, and that the fur. 
niture obtained by him was of Ch es 
Is it not absurd to tea 
some of our returned soldiers how to ma 
furniture when we allow others to pu 


chase Chinese furniture out of advances 


made by the Department! It should be 
laid down by the Repatriation Depart- 
ment ae as: fone: as returner As 


vance made to a returned soldier shall be 


- Chinese’ manufacture. Our own men are 
making furniture superior to anything 
turned out by the Chinese of Melbourne 
or elsewhere. This is not a party ques- 


aes of the Repatriation Department. 


ry, Fizminc. — We all agree with 
ce what ‘the honorable member “has: just 
: said. 


one Mr. Pecae —The Department did 
gee to the matter. It was only one of 
those blunders which will sometimes 
ee 


os, eae "TUDOR. —It does not happen to 
eG ie the only blunder made by the De- 
~ partment, and, so far as I am aware, 
there is nothing to prevent a recurrence 
ote the incident. 
 L exceedingly regret that we are called 
upon to discuss this measure without 
_ being afforded time to consider it. This 
is practically the first occasion on which 
a Supply Bill has been brought down on 
_ what is really the first day of a new ses- 
gion, and members have been called upon 
_ to proceed at once with its consideration. 
_ We have already had a Ministerial state- 
| ment. covering seven or eight pages of 
“pated matter. 


Me. ‘McDonato. —Is that not enough? 


: Mr. ‘TUDOR. —Quite enough. May I 
oe express my pleasure that the honorable 
_ member for Kennedy (Mr. McDonald) is 
- well enough to be with us again. . I 
am sure we all hope that he will 
_ soon | be restored to perfect health, 
ou ‘that he may again take a vigor- 
: part: in our ‘debates, ‘Superim- 
ees upon the Ministerial statement 

we have had from the Treasurer in con- 


statement, and we are asked to deal with 


o assimilate the figures. We are asked 
ss in two and a half days a Bill 
iding for an expenditure of some 
00,000.- Within these two and a 
days’ we are to deal, not only with 
proposed expenditure, but with the. 


ix months eet we havo: been in re- 


are ae cures no Rares of any “4 a ee 


used for the purchase of furniture of 


tion, and I hope it will receive the atten- 


: -nexion with this measure a semi-Budget 
ithout being afforded an opportunity 


previous year. 


‘House, 


US problems: that have arisen during | 
the ‘Treasurer Dues forward | 


now eee ea ‘ie the ae 
which should be taken to put it down, 

as well as other important subjects . 
we must have an opportunity, to ‘ 
sider. 


va 


Mr. HIGGS ee is ie 
The procedure adopted by the Actin 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) is unusual 
The honorable gentleman should have 
consented to an adjournment of the de- 
bate in order to give honorable members 
an opportunity to examine the Suppk 
Bill, and to consider the financial state 
ment made by him, more especially as we 
have nothing before us to enable us to 
thoroughly grasp its purport. It is dif 
ficult at any time to follow the honorab 
gentleman when he is dealing with an 
array of figures covering our receipts am 
expenditure, and it is to be regret 
that on this occasion he has not ci 
lated a financial statement -which 
might compare with the last Bu 


statement made by him. 


We have every reason to connie 
the- brutal tactics of the Ministerial 
who have a majority of two to on 
in this Chamber, and who refuse 
to permit us any time to discuss th 
Estimates other than the few hours 
tween 11.20 a.m. on one day and 4.3 
p.m. on the following day. That 
the attitude they adopted towards 
notwitstanding that the StL 
covered an expenditure of 
£120,000,000. The Estimates rela 
to some of the Departments, indeed 
not allowed to be discussed. 
think it is too late even now to refer 
the way in which the Treasurer bro 
in his Estimates. The method adopte 
was entirely new, since the Estimates 
submitted, instead of giving us the ac 
expenditure of the previous year, simp 
compared the. Estimates or a eur : 


at tse we hee 
the actual expenditure for the pre 
year side by side with the Estimate: 
the period under review. Such 
ii My opinion, tends only to confuse t 
I should have preferred to 


Supply Ba 


, ayy — 
y P 


hat 


i ties of revenue in this way, although 


with greater detail :— 


. £12,050,000 
Inereased Customs and Excise 
taxation : .« 1,985,000 
Post Office, ei pee tele- 
phone : 6,000,000 
Postage war tax Ae S53 516,000 
Land tax , ve ~ ,. 2,000,000 
Increased land ee 380,000 
Income tax 7,400,000 
- Increased income tax 2,200,000 
_ Succession duties 750,000 
_. War-time profits tax 1,800,000 
| Entertainments tax 205,000 
Increased entertainments tax 275,000 
Commonwealth Government Tine © 
_ of Steamers—Surplus earnings 780,000 
Coinage 200,000 
. Defence : 220,000 
Detained enemy weasoln a 1,675,000 
Balance of Defence Trust Fund 
accounts 64,000 
Patents y oi : 15,500 
- Trade marks, copyrights, and .de- 
Be signs é ap zy ks 5,000 
_ Quarantine 15,000 
Lighthouses and light does 120,000 
Capital Territory aa cs 28,000 — 
Northern ‘Territory (excluding 
Customs and Post Office) 43,000 
_. Kalgoorlie-Port Augusta railway 216,000 
Port Augusta-Oodnadatta railway — 
Darwin-Katherine River railway... 50,000 
Repayment of States’ ae ee 
ef pensions 50,000 
Contribution of officers bo: pensions 
under State Acts ; 3,000 
Capital expenditure repayment ac- 
eount — i ni 15,000 
_ Miscellaneous 573,770 
Total revenus , £39,634,270 


. ye pk oy REVENUE FOR YEAR ENDING 
30TH JUNE, 1919. 


OCustoms and Excise 


_ From this statement I have omitted the 
_ *£20,000 of unexpended balances of Lon- 


don orders, and also the interest repaid by 


: Cad a States, “viz., £836,230. I ask honor- 


able members to read the Estimates of. ex- 


e -penditure for the year ending the 30th 


[28 Juwm, 1919.] (No. 1) 1919-1920. 


inst. under ordinary votes and appro- 
priations, and excluding war services— 


Governor-General £24,110 
Parliament 238,774 
Prime Minister ; 204,921 - 
Treasury—omitting tuvaiid and olf. eons 
age pensions and beer | : 
allowances 507,576 — 
Invalid and old-age ees 3,925,000 
Maternity allowance 634,000 
Attorney-General — 102,067 ~ 
Home and Territories 209,176 
Defence—Military 1,783,948 
The Navy - 1,632,886 
Trade and Customs 796,354 
Works and Railways 549,151 
Postmaster-General ..  §,494,503 
Northern Yerritory and. Port 
Augusta-Ocdnadatta railway 416,326 
New works for all Departments .. 454,951 
£16,973,743 
Payment to States under Surplus 
Revenue Act 1910 ; : 6,351,250 
Special ie ae to State of Tas- 
mania, fa 90,000 
Total expenditure, other than 
‘war, paid out of revenue . £23,414, 993 
War services, paid out of re- 
venue : : 21,129,602 


Total expenditure out°of revenue £44,544,595 


Deduct estimated receipts, £39,634,270, 
from estimated expenditure, £44,544,595, — 
and we get a deficiency of £4,910,325, 
after allowing for the £5,356,000 which 
the Treasurer expects to obtain by new 
taxation. . 

The Treasurer partly made up that ie 
ficiency by taking the money set aside for 
Invalid and Old-age Pensione, £3,995,091, 
and balances brought from . London, 
£800,000, making a total of £4,705,091. 
But he will not be able to draw on such — 
reserves during the financial year 1919-20. 
In order to arrive at the total estimated 
expenditure for the year ending 30th 
June, 1919, we must add to the estimated. 
expenditure of £44,544,595 the amount of 
£78,914,809 paid out of loan for war 
services. This gives: a total of 
£123,459,404. If we deduct 
that the estimated receipts, £39,634,270, — 
we have a probable deficit on the 


year’s transactions of £83,825,134. Add — 


frome +): 


g whose husband has 


‘oon Supe Ba 


re sibat to the public debt of. the Common-_— 
- wealth, viz., £272,022,072, and we get a 
IT be- 


total public debt. of £355, 847, 206. 
lieve those figures are approximately cor- 
rect, but they cannot be absolutely accu- 
a Date: because the cessation of hostilities 
ee aS already taken 150,000 soldiers off the 
_ ‘pay sheets. But they ‘show that there has 
been a very great increase in our public 
debt, and the Treasurer will have to meet 
an interest. bill of not less than £16,000,000 
for the year ending 30th June, 1920, 
apart altogether from any sinking fund 
-to repay the loans. 


al do. not agree with the tational of the 
‘Treasurer to rob the States of their per 
capita allowance of 25s., which we agreed 
_ to pay as compensation for the Federal 
authority taking all Customs and Excise 
revenue. The Treasurer proposes to re- 

duce that payment by 2s. 6d. per head of 
population in each year, commencing in 
1920-21, until the payment reaches 10s. 
in 1925-26. That per capita payment of 
10s. is to continue for the succeeding 
five.years, when it will be again reviewed 
by the Federal Parliament. It was in 
1910 that Mr. Fisher, the then Treasurer, 


introduced a Bill to provide that the 


States should receive a per capita pay- 
_ ment of 25s. for a period of ten years, and 
at that-time the States were in great 
fear that the Commonwealth would rob 
them of a considerable amount of re- 
venue. It is very, easy for the Treasurer 


to propose to make good the deficiency. 


which will arise through -the war debt 
by reducing the per capita allowance to 
the States. But we must remember that 
the States have a great deal to do with 
their revenue. Many of the activities of 
the State authorities enter into the very 
heart of the social and domestic life of 
the community. There are many domes- 
tic Departments to be maintained, which 


- were not included in the Commonwealth’s. 


thirty-nine articles. There are State 


_ Departments of Mines, of Agriculture, of. 
- Education, and of Charity. In Queens- 


land the Charities Department is very 
comprehensive. Any unfortunate wife 


given by the Department assistance. for 
_ the maintenance of 
_ Mr, Higgs, | 


(REPRESENTATIVES, E a“ : 


by. all the States. 


Queensland when a 


“money in connexion with~a_ so- called 


‘deserted -her is: 


herself and her chil- 


ion That an ‘ sllowiies: _ whic | 
ought to ee "Wee granted a. ago 


“Mr. West. —The maintenance 0 othe sas 
children is provided for in New So fae 
Wales.” eee a | 
Mr. HIGGS. 2 There was a time in — 
widowed mother 
who could not maintain her children was 
compelled to board them out. Now she 
can claim from the Charity Department ~ NS 
an allowance for their maintenance. — 
Similarly a deserted wife can obtain as- 
sistance for herself and her children, and - 
there is a further provision for granting — 
aid to the wife and children of a man 


‘who is ill and unable to earn a living. 


The Charities Departments of the States 
must be continued. If the Common- | 
wealth could prove to the general public - 
that it is expending money more econo- _ 
mically than the States are doing, we 


might have some claim to reduce the pay- oe 


ments to the States. But where can we 
point to. any wise system of economy | in 
our Federal expenditure ? ne 
Mr. Grecory.—The expenditure | has : 
been riotous. _ : ae 1 
Mr. HIGGS.—Are we to take a ore 
of million -pounds from the States each — 
year and insist that they shall find some — 
source of revenue other than the per 
capita allowance? _I could mention — 
number of directions“in which the Fed 
ral Government are wasting a great deal 
of money. Without any lawful authority 
they have commenced to expend a lot o 


Bureau of Science and Industry. — 
Government promised to make no. “ap 
pointments in ‘connexion with — that. sue 
Bureau until the House had had an Op-— 4 
portunity of considering the proposal, — : 
But I understand that Dr. Gilruth, who 
has been retired from ‘the position Ps i 
Administrator of the Northern Ree i 
has actually been sent on a trip abroad, — 
and is to receive an appointment in- 
Bureau. . 

Mr, Grugory. —Only during hi ab- 
sence abroad. ( 

Mr. HIGGS.—With ee annie 
the Government he has been sent 
by Dr. Bate oe ee with - 4 


oie ae eauiy "He a: ee Dr. 
Gilruthé to inquire into the problem of 
‘nodules i in beef. | 
Mr. Grecory.—He is to receive only _ 
his: ‘travelling expenses. _ 
Mr. HIGGS.—He is to receive a eolery 
£1,750 per annum. : 
. Mr. Grecory.—He will receive that in 
any case, because he is still on leave. 
ie Mr, HIGGS —But I understand that 
wold: and. we are to ave ee ct 
Sointnent, at. £1, 500. per annum in the of a fee of Nations—as I believ 
Bureau of Science and Industry, 
2 My. Wesster.—That is only a state- 


D Me HIGGS.—Does the laa 
ay eral deny. it? 
eo pacar, Wena, —I have - no peo wiedes 
Mr. ‘HIGGS Gite not that arrange- 
a ment to have come before a Minister as 


on - : revenue in - ates te pay our way. 
Ka sae of the Cabinet? is that money to be obtained ? 
: ie 


Wenster.—It has been before receive an indemnity of £120, 00 000 
Cabinet, but no arrangement such-as the f¢.54 the Ghost o er ened. 


b ee member has stated has been +ymours that the Acting Prime Min 
made... .- 


is in possession of certain informat 
indeed, he almost admitted as -muc 
the first part of his statement: 8 


Until the protracted deliberations — of th 
Peace Conference were approaching finalit 


! ii was considered inadvisable to summon 
a Blak. and eats. he” ex- Houses for the discussion of public. busines 


_ travagant way in which the Government Even now the information. at the a owas 
deal with questions of this nature. The eS neers Bs ee the. term. Ot Pe 
Postmaster-General (Mr. W ebster) will matter to Parliament, and it appears probate 
recollect that when ‘he was a Mini- that it will have to await the return of 
peter. in? a Labour Government and — Australian representatives. ek 
“appointments were brought _ before ‘Those who know ‘the Prime Minit 

Cabinet the salaries were always men- (Mr. Hughes) know very well taba 
fone, iy re he Goverment cod ane i key got anything om 

| e Germans he will keep it secret, if 
-solatium for his depriyas on of the re poatibly can. anek ee Sea. Waukee ee will 

Be cruioent think that igs have so oe Minis es i eee 7 
een nr Dee there was a likelihood of coe ¢ 
Ne. could ee refer to a score of other ing to Australia. Re 

; Mr. Wusr. —The Prime Minister wall 


~ commencing in 1920- 21, oe Mr. HIGGS. —He will need to ae 80° in oe 
: ) oem that they are prepared to order to justify the motion of confidence 
e is 7 a wise economy. f cag not .. in 1 him a Dae ee ie o Neva “AGL 


taucus | ee oe 

‘of peace include the payment of 
reparation by the Germans to an amount 
which will cover war pensions it will 
account for £6,000,000; so that we shall 


fresh money per annum in order "to pay 
our: way. If, however, there 1s no. pay- 
ment of. that kind, the Government will 
need to get £10, 000, 000 or £11,000,000 
_ from some source or other. Where do 
: ropose to get it? For one thing, 
propose to rob the States in order to 
get some of it. Are they going to increase 
the rates of the incomé tax, the probate 
duties, and the land tax? Or are they to 
have a “khaki” election, so that they 
\ may come back with a mandate giving 
them a free hand to do as they like—to 
tax the general public by way of certain 
~ duties on tea, kerosene, and so forth? 
‘There is a very strong impression. abroad 
‘that there will be a general election as 
soon as the Prime Minister returns. The 
- electoral officers have been instructed to 
gael up and get all the rolls ready, so 
that when he returns the Government can 
rush to the country. There is a general 
_ impression, that they will even go to the 
¢ountry without dealing with the Tariff 


r. Panton. —That will be suicide. 


i aiegs ——They will go to the 
-Protectionists, Their leader 
will do. as he thinks will enable 
him to score a victory. In any case, it 
Gas be. suicidal to the electors if they 


is country 


ey 4 ‘Caucus meeting the N ationalist 
ce earried a motion expressing its 
ae at the admirable way in which the 
Government had carried out their ad- 
‘ministration. It was a very foolish thing 
for them to do. There are plenty of 
members of that party who do not believe 
that the. Government have carried out 
: Cea \dministration i in an admirable man- 


ee oes Corser) , who ones, may be- 
eve in’ the motion which was carried, 


: vernment is in accord mith his views; be: 
_ cause he thinks that the publie deserve all 
oS that hae get. He really believes that 
7 can become neh peo aah ear 


ive to ‘pay nil prices it is “their 


only require to find about £4,000,000 of — 


- open the messages. 
to left” is the rule they are asked: ; 


effected a saving of £7,000: 


son is supposed to write his name 
address on the back of the form, bus 


actually deprived. the odin see 


fault. 


Mr. HIGGS.—It is not the ing . ; 


Opposition to instruct the Governme: 


Hdnaeeale routes opposite with id 
The best of their work has come from out 
programme. Shipbuilding, © “ 
really the best thing the Government h i 
done, was a plank of our programme 
which they appropriated or stole from us. 
They have also stolen our Postmaster 
General f from us. see 


‘Mr. Tupor.—That is probably the b t 
thing uiey have done. 


him. To- -day w we see the effect nee fe 
had on him, He ought to be ashamed | 


ea messages that now ie 
public to desperation? People canné 
“Open from a 


observe. 


Mri W essTER,—The | economy 


' Mr. HIGGS.—Well, the irritation 
has caused must mean the loss of — 
souls. Look at the quality of the } 
supplied for filling in telegrams. A pe 


he does so, he destroys the writ on 
the front. aL poy fae) ‘ 
has to be torn wy y 
to be filled in. 
heard that the 


employees of their uniforms. These n 
have a difficult: job to perform trave! 
during the night, and sorting letters 
men who have been twenty year 
thirty years in the service have bee: 
prived of the privilege of having the 
ee tila The Phan mee 


th a telegraph raessengers: mie 
bee 


entered the service, are 


- set apart for their soldiers s 


hat) Cea 


‘I sym- 

ae said, ““<T have 

bee: a years in n the service, and have 

a deprived of the uniform I used to 
tai think T am entitled to 

ae is poor economy that the 

is practising. — ie 


, fctring, and in Fyn on the ase of 
used envelopes, and a great deal more 
Money is wasted in that way than if fresh 
: ae and fresh: envelopes were used. I 
not erties the Minister poses 


| ee tek io his best in fie way a 
exercising economy; but now that the war 
s over, and paper is cheaper, I think it 
would be wiser to consider the comfort of 
the people who make use of the post- 
office, and the personal pride of the de- 


Bre 


pa eng Se taae in the matter of 


ee Be haying. ent dressed in 
aid ? | 


elling Pest ofice Auplorae having the 
orm which they wore prior to the 
the honorable gentleman made upon 
| ae in a Rec of false 


{ 


oa Bis es Oh) { 


Mr. HIGGS.—That is a “most iaiane 
1s ejaculation on the part of the hon- 
ble member. .Why does fe meet with 
ision a remark which is -absolutely 
oF ae a Queensland ‘Government 


a ag why do ee not give 
ee pave instead of ale Ace leases ? 


1 me to give the echedule: of fst 
ueensland - Government, be 


that 


- Between Pikedale anid Thulini- 


Kianga +s Keo | 


Maleny .. 


Settlement. 


| Atherton. 
Resumptions ies ee 

Brisbane. . 
Beerburrum 
Mt. Gravatt 
Wolston .. 
Enoggera ., 
Terrors Creek 

“Ingham. 

Tully River and pene Creek a 22, 000 | 
- Roma. - ‘ 


Mount Hutton a 104, 430 | 
60, 


Cornwall .. ig 
Stanthorpe 
Pikedale nk | 


000 | 


VE 400 
12,000. 
bah x 


=; 
* 


Toowoomba. | eg : 5 : 
.s- | 40,578 2 


Cecil Plains Be 
Atherton. 


Barron .. ae 700 | 


Danbulla .. ae es 2,885 
Dirran ate 3 
Rast Barron 

Gadgarra ... 

Malanda .. Use aie 


Banana. 
2,560 


; Bowen. 
Euri and Roundback 


Pring 
Crystal Brook oe 


Beerwah .. 
Bromelton 
Byron... 
Cambroon - 
Canning .. 
Conondale. . 
Durundur 
Kileoy .. 


971 
370 


Maroochy 
Moffat .., 
Moggill .. 
Mooloolah 
Mudgeerabs. 
Redcliffe .. 
Sahl we 
Samsonvale 


~Toorbul | 
ee wry 


S008 & 
2I3) bok 
605 | 
. 124). 
400 
‘614. 


: 


3.533. 
250. 
610 | 

288 1 


|. 
» won 


17,236 | 
6 OS ORS Tos 
579 1 
-Brisbane. - are 
i gee ‘ii4- 
119. 


Area | number 
acres. |who can be 
| settled. 


_ Bundaberg Ne et Ren aad fe eee Goondiwindi. . 
Sar ee ass £ AY Be tape alin sc eae ee aa 3,000 
Amamoor 
Boonara .. 
Brooloo ~.. 
Brooyar .. 
Glastonbury | 
Gutchy — 
- Imbil and Kondonge 
 Kilkivan— 

Murgon .. 

Noosa fe Oxi 

MUCKEEOL Soci oN ue es 

Windera and Boonimba_ 

Widges: = oo.) ) oa 

Woondum. . : ene 


OR bet HE ND tt 9 CO OD tO 


Ravenshoe ~ 


-Trebonne we 


ne Charters Towers. 


Arcot eae he 
Bonshaw .. 
Coolmunda _ 
| See Gunyan. <2.) 
Be md a cal a Inglewood. . : 
PEE in nem! kN, es 
Sn a Sethe aie i 5S EONS PARRY 5 
me Dalye) Os Coe Ween OO oa. 


~ Clermont. 


—Japoon . 
ca nape pone 


 Ayook 
Baye 
Nislc As 
_Fassifern 


ead 
LBB. Helena 


«Washer - i 
aries ing 


Settlement. 


; Ps Stanthorpe. 
- Ballandean ~ RS ak 
Folkestone 
~Glenlyon .. 
_ Jibbinbar .. 
Maidenhead 
Marsh... 
Mingoola .. 
Mundubbermore 
‘Stanthorpe — 
Tenterfield 


Speed ah Ue 4 CR hfe 
IE AIWTORS 


NEN ORD 


pees eer | B28T 1 


Ss aot 


St. . 
ne Hill .. SES 
. St. Lawrence 


? 


2 -.Cooaga 
Wandoan 


-*Cooyar. <. 
— Domville . 
_. Drayton .. 
ho Geham 5; 
Toowoomba 


i 


to i 
et es oo 


‘< Abbotsford 
Hinchinbrook | 
_Jarvisfield, . 


ee 


00 bet BO AT OE AT DD 


7 


Canal Creek | 
Glengallan 
-Goomburra — 
yee Cee 
Palgrave .. 
- Rosenthal 


Gran’ Toran. 


- Portions set apart for Soldier Settlement 
- Portions nelectes mee cushions’ soldiers ; 


ASIN posta! 


“Total area of land in sundry districts 
as per List No. 1, 699,096 acres, 


divided into .. 2,826 portions 
- Portions: already selected by dis- 
Ae charged soldiers a -. 684 


Balance of oricosis available for 
_ allotment is este aa aN E22 


" Batimated Cost of Works— 


(1) Railways ..£299,716 
(2) Roads, Bridges Bae 
and Water.. 96,765 
@ oo, -. 19,183 5s. 6d. 
~ tS. 664 5s. 6d. 


h. TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Chariton).—-The honorable mem- 
_ber’s time has expired. 


No other honorable member rising, 


Mr. HIGGS.—I am much obliged to 
a ceaalc members for giving me the 
opportunity of continuing my remarks at 


this stage; and I am pleased that the Trea- 


- gurer is of the chamber because the Com- 
monwealth Government have agreed to 
advance to the Queensland Government 
the moneys referred to.in the sehedule 
which I have just read. 

Mr. Wart.—Up to the quota ey 
_ Mr. HIGGS.—Is that quota not an ar- 
ree figure, which the Repatriation 
Department consider is the number of 
soldiers Queensland may be entitled to 
out of 20,000 who are expected to settle 
on the land ? 


Mr. Wartt.—I will tell the honorable 


- member how it was arrived at. The Aus- 
tralian estimate was essentially arbitrary, 
but after consultation with the State Go- 
-vernments, within the Australian esti- 
“mate, the ‘allocation was on the basis of 
enlistments. 

Cae HIGGS.—It is ‘interesting to 
eat e members to know that out of 
416,000 soldiers who enlisted it is ex- 
- pected that only about 20,000 will take 
‘up land—a very ‘small percentage. os Bk 
the old days we used to think there would 
be many thousands desirous of settling 
on the land. We in Queensland have 

reason to feel that the Commonwealth 

é : Government have not met us as it might 
have done in this matter. In addition 
to the schedule of 699,000 acres, the 
Queensland Government ne as in 


‘Monto south-west, £90,000—a total of 


“Nowion aes, 1 87 104 acres, ant 
Callide Valley 1,074, 599 acres. ‘The 
estimated cost of the railway and other 
works to open up these two areas is—From 
Many Peaks to Monto, £610,000; Mun- 
dubbera to Monto, £320 000; Dawson 
Valley through Prairie to Monto, | 
£400,000; a point between Prairie and 


£1,420,000. The estimated cost of the — 
road formations is, Northern Burnett, 
£146,770; and Callide Valley, £107,500. a 
Of the resumptions of unexpired Teases eS 
the estimated cost is, Northern Burnett, 
£105,240, and Callide Valley, £57,000; 
and of the surveys.and so forth, N orthern 
Burnett, £126,780; and: Callide- Valley, 
£87,150. The Commonwealth Govern- 
ment were asked to lend this money, and 
Mr. Hunter, the Queensland Minister of 
Lands, estimates that if these areas were — 
opened up they would be capable 
ettling and maintaining 45,000 peo 
The honorable member for Wide Bay 
~ (Mr. Corser), preks understand, sugge 
“that a portion of the land is not suitable. 
Mr. Corsrr.—I say that expend 
on a line over a mountain Ue. 2 


reached without such expenditure, 
Mr. HIGGS.—That is the 
memiber’s view. “ . jf 
Mr. Coxser.—It fae the — 
Queensland. ee ees 
Mr. HIGGSThe honorable 
ber’s district includes Maryborough, ; 


auld be caused - by the opening ~ 
these lands to go to Maryborough. y x 
Mr. CoRSER. —it is the cae of 


of Wacbornee “One of the ron ie 


fects in Australia is that the people in ~ 
certain centres want to oo ; 


will never progress sare we aim 
centralization, and settle’ people v 
they ought to be settled. I am surp: 
that an otherwise broad-minde 
should throw such obstacles in ‘the 
of the construction of this railway 
is a parochial view unworthy of a 
man, Shee is money. is 


e of the best ports in Queensland, 
namely, the port of Gladstone. I ap- 
proached the Acting» Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) in this matter, and he re- 
ferred me to Senator Millen, who wrote 
a letter in the following terms :— 


- With reference to your letter of the 15th 
instant, asking my views on a letter received 
from the Hon. W. G. Higgs on the subject 
of advancing a loan of £1 420, 000 to the State 
of Queensland for the purpose of building cer- 
dain railways, I have to advise that the ar- 
rangements made at the Premiers’ Conference 
was that the Commonwealth should provide 
_ funds to the extent necessary for each State 
to make available its estimated quota of hold- 
ings for the soldier land settlement scheme, 
and this, 1 consider, fully meets the present 
requirements. 


their quota have already been approved, and 
the request of Mr. Higgs for consideration of 
a loan Of £1,420,000 is in addition to the pro- 
_ -wision required for the Queensland quota. 


that the Commonwealth should finance Queens- 
land for its ordinary public works policy, and, 
if such a request were agreed to, other States 
would naturally expect similar assistance; and 
JI strongly urge, therefore, that the proposal 
be not entertained. 

Later on, if a policy of immigration is 
-adopted, it may be hoiauety to aie the States 
financially. 


“Mr, Coxser—Is this uot a line that 
has been turned down by one of the 
Houses of Parliament in Queensland? 

Mr. HIGGS.—Forgive me if I do not 
answer questions without notice. How- 
ever, if I am taunted in this fashion, I 
reply that I believe that the Legislative 
_ Council of Queensland, owing probably 
to the promptings of our friend. from 
- Wide Bay, did turn down this particular 
eposal, 
Mr. Corser.—On four different oc; 


or i ‘HIGGS. —Will the honorable 
_ member tell me whether he or his friends 
_ have any personal interest in the RY 
from Mundubbera? | 
Mr. Corsrr.—I should say, yes. 
r. HIGGS.—Now we know that be- 
e certain people own land in this 
ghbourhood they desire a line to be 
nstructed for their benefit. This 
i 000 acres oi land is mostly Crown 
‘ and ean sy Man for the Pus poses of 


ie caittetnent $o » much x nearer to 


‘The Queensland proposals to pe extent of 


This request really amounts to a proposal. 


be described as Bolsheviks. 


‘with the soldiers’ 
‘shall remain abroad over the next elec. a 


j coming: back now, ies to the ——— 


| cient for pack “pares 
are we know that the Government of 


to set eae another 2 ,000, 000 pee 
the benefit of our returned men. __ 


During the last elections the Prim 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) sent a persone 
letter to the mother of every soldier, and 
audaciously addressed each one of them, 
although he could not know hundreds | of 
thousands of them, as ‘‘ My dear.’’ The 
Government have now to make good the 
promises made in that letter. Mr. Hughes 
promised that his Government would no 
desert the mothers, or their sons at the 
Front, either during the war or after the 
war; and ab the same time he said there 
was another party, meaning the party on 
this side of the House, who were pro 
Germans, Sinn Feiners, and disloyalists, 
who would desert them. I suppose that ab 
the next khaki election, when we get thi 
indemnity of £120,000,000 from the 
Germans, we of the Labour party will 
The genera. 
Impression is that Bolsheviks are peopl 
who kill off the rich and steal their pro. 
perty, and as such we shall be described 

What were the Government doing with 
regard to demobilization? We saw that 
Keith Murdoch, the—shall I say ?— 
brilliant correspondent of certain news 
papers, complained that the Govern- 
ment had deliberately ordered the de- 
mobilization to cover a period of two 
years—deliberately sent orders abroad 
not to bring our soldiers back. Then 
the plot was exposed, I suppose that 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) desired 
the soldiers over there for his own pur 
poses. Honorable members may be in- 
terested to know that I met a defeated 
candidate not long ago who explained 
to me that his defeat was due to ‘the 
facet that ‘‘ Billy did not stand to me 
votes.’ a wonder 
it is desired cae the soldiers 


whether 


tion Of course, we know that soldiers are 
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of the Government having been disclosed 
by Keith Murdoch. 
In a recent issue of the Argus there is 
a report of a welcome given to Bishop 
Long, at the Trinity Grammar School, 
Kew. This gentleman, on that occasion, 
complained of the manner in which he 
and others had been treated by this Go- 
vernment in reference to the education 
of our soldiers. Bishop Long; who has 
the military rank of Brigadier-General, 
in the course of his remarks, said— 


that he had gone to France expecting to do 
the work of a padre, but on arrival General 
Birdwood asked him to undertake work which 
practically ended his career in this capacity. 
The new work was that of organizing the 
education service for the soldiers. General 
‘Birdwood had cabled to Australia, with the 
usual result—no reply. He (Bishop Long) 
learned in the months that were to follow 
what it was to wait for a reply from the 
people who were supposed to answer cable 
messages. Early efforts had to be made 
against officialdom. Books were smuggled up, 
no matter how the transport officer cut down 
allowances, and mathematical and _ other 
elasses were held at night. . This showed the 
men’s great desire for education. He became 
‘Director of Education. He had to think of 
200,000 men from every part of Australia, the 
great majority of whom would depend for 
their living on their hands, and if left alone 
would gradually come to depend upon work as 
casual labourers—the first to suffer in hard 
times. — 

“ The feeling over there,” 
earnestly, ‘ “was—Australia’s dead. ‘They will 
not think about demobilization, about the end 
of the war, or about repatriation ; 

While the Australian Government was al- 
ways talking about how much it was going to 
cost, and side-stepping, he and his helpers 


borrowed things, and big English enerering 


firms lent them things, 


This is the Government, the Prime Min- 


ister of which wrote to all the mothers » 


of soldiers in Australia, promising to look 
after them and their sons after the war. 

Mr. Heroror Lamonp.—It was evi- 
dentiy time the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Pearce) went to London, 
Mr, HIGGS:—Do 

soldiers think about the Minister ? 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Yes, I do; and 
so do you, 

Mr. HiGGS—I should like to read to 
the Committee, if the light in the chamber 
were good enough, the opinion of William 
Winfield. He wrote oe 5 0. 3 en 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


giving the opinion of the soldiers about 


for Wide Bay (Mr. Corser), who ought & 


said Bishop Long . 


matter of a second-hand dealer in kero- et 


you know what the 


_ -Mr. HIGGS.—The honorable © 
must 


Ae does not Me him. The 


(No. 1) 1919-1920. 


bes 


Pav alee to the sae Australian: 


Senator Pearce. He spoke of the disabili- 
ties they laboured under in Egypt, and 
how they protested to Senator Pearce, and — 
Senator Pearce ignored their protest. Cte 
They complained of having been com- 
pelled to go to the disgusting slums of 
Egypt because all the decent hotels were = 
made out of bounds. This soldier stated 
that because one of the nurses married 
a private soldier she was dismissed, and 
that the nurses in Egypt were ordered not 
to be seen in the streets with any private | 
soldier. 

Mr. Yarns The nurses” were not 
allowed to walk even with their brothers. = 


. Mr. Arxinson—Surely you do not 
blame the Government for all those OM 
things ? eat 


Mr. HIGGS.—Who is Sq but washes 
the Government? A protest was sent to 
Senator Pearce, and this soldier states 
that it was ignored. How are the Go- 
vernment to escape the blame? 

What have the Government done to. 
protect the dependants of soldiers at the. 
front and returning soldiers in the matter 
of profiteering? What has the member — 


to know a little about the price of goods, 
done to protect the general public against 
profiteering, and to point out how the oe 
vernment. could intervene? 
Mr. Corser.—Do you find any pro 
fiteering up in Wide Bay? | cee 
“Mr; HIGGS.—There is _profiteer 
everywhere. 
Mr. Corsrr.—lIt is not Rots, 2 ee 
Mr. HIGGS.—But the only case I re- ; 
meio where the Government took any 
action to prevent profiteering was in the 


sene tins. He sold old tins at more than ~« 


the regulation price, and was brought to 


Court. The magistrate was. indignant, z 
He said. ‘‘ It is my duty to send you to 
gaol, However. I will not do that on 
this occasion, but I shall fine one 100 
for each offence.’?. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—For each tin? 


not be so frivolous. 


troubles’? about profiteering! Profi 


oe RE second-hand dealer, who goes round 
from yard to yard, erying, ‘‘ Any rags, 
any bones, any bottles to-day—the same 
“old story in the same old way ”—1is 
‘fined £100 at South Melbourne for each 
offence; but when the highly respectable, 
. fashionable Collins-street firm, Messrs. 
_ George and George, were brought before 
the Court the other day for exhibiting 


goods with a false trade description, - 


namely, ‘art. silk,’? did the magistrate 
~~ become indignant about them? 

Dr. Matonrey.—They ought to have 
been gaoled. 

Mr. HIGGS.—1I really helteze that if 
_ the Commonwealth Government put some 
__ of the profiteers in gaol, it would not be 
: long before the public would be getting 
- goods at reasonable prices. I do not believe 
in Russian methods of dealing with 
people, but there should be something like 
equality of treatment. 
_ was necessary in the case of a second- 
hand dealer, who, I suppose, did not re- 


ae gentlemen who comprise the firm of 
_ George and George, and their managers, 
aoe iat ought to be the fine imposed on 
those gentlemen ? 
did not get indignant at all, He thought 
a £5 fine and a guinea costs would meet 
the case. I protest against the manner 


duced. 


Mr. FENTON: (Maribyrnong) [6.18]. 


2 ; a8 is rather surprising, seeing that we 


have just come through such a lengthy 
ue _ recess, that some members on the Minis- 
terial side have not some complaints to 
‘make. There have been grumblings in- 
numerable- spoken in our ears, and. we 


have heard complaints by way of inter- 


jection across the chamber, while during 
_ the recess we have often heard from mem- 
bers on the Ministerial side that when 
‘the House met, and they had an oppor- 
_ tunity of exercising their lungs and_at- 
 taeking the Government, they would be 
heard from. I do not know whether the 
Acting Prime Minister. (Mr. Watt). or 
other Ministers have had a hypnotic 
niluence, but yesterday’s Caucus of 
he National. party seems to have 
disarmed” one criticism from their 


rice, the: ee his Nake as own. side, 


solutely nothing. For my part I do not 


viously promised to assist the local manu 


“mise made by the. Prime Minister before — 


_If-a fine of £100. 


“ceive the education that was given tothe 
But the magistrate ~ 


in which the Supply Bill has been intro-- 
tribute compliments: to. the Muinisterial — 


-covered—although it was a belated dis- 


Since then 
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The frei wage in 
six: months is now given to Ministerialists © 
to voice their complaints about. ‘mal- 
administration, yYepatriation, soldiers’ 
pensions, and ‘the treatment of returned — a 
soldiers generally, yet they have said ab- — 


intend to be silent. 

During the all-night sitting that took. 
place just prior to Christmas. the matter 
of assistance to the manufacturers of 
Australian sheep dip was discussed. The 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) had pre- 


facturers of this article against the im- 
porters. The recess was more than half 
way through before the Acting Prime 
Minister, in carrying out his multifarious — : 
duties, happened to light upon the pro- 


he left for Great Britain. This promise, — 
given to the manufacturers of Audie 
sheep dip, was that if they could satisfy - 
the Wool Committee and the experts that 
they. could turn out as good a dip in 
Australia as was produced by Cooper or ~- 
Quibell, they should have an embargo 
placed upon importations while shipping 
space was so short, and an opportunity 
to give employment to a large number of 
people, and distribute to the sheep-owners 
of Australia an article whichis not only 
equal, but in some cases superior, to any 
imported dip.. I’ am not here to dis- 


party, but I will say this of the Acting — 
Prime Minister: that, as soon as he dis- 


covery—that the Wool Committee, with 
Sir John Higgins at their head, Tad 
practically said that the local dip was as — : 
eood as any imported, and that the Prime 
Minister had made the promise I have 
referred to, ‘he honoured that promise. 
some wealthy Australian 
firms, who are agents for imported. sheep © 
dips, “have been trying to influence muni- 
cipal councils and members of Parlia- 
ment by circular. Two firms that stand — 
out prominently in this agitation against — 
the locally made dip are Dalgety’s, who 


are agents for one imported dip, and the s ooh 


New Zealand Loan Company, who are ~ 
agents for another. They have circu- 
larized nearly every © “municipality — 


| both Sine and 
ane in the parva to throw the 
local manufacturers out of the business, 
and, consequently, to throw out of em- 
ue, ployment a large number of Australians. 
I believe the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) will agree with 
me that the local dip is equal, if not 
e lela to the imported. 
Mr. Jowxrr.—You 
Ney right, 
Mr, FENTON.—The Wool Commit- 
_ tee are satisfied with it, and the makers 
‘are offering this splendid article to Aus- 
gatian pastoralists at less than Quibell’s 
or ‘Cooper’s can supply their goods at. 
_ Mr. Corszr.—The local cattle dip is 
“better than the imported cattle dip. 
Mr. FENTON.—That is so. If we are 
here to make Australia a self-contained 
_ country as far as practicable, as it should 
be, surely we will put up a big fight in 
this House for an industry of this kind, 
established under the conditions under 
which it has been established: I am 
sounding this warning note, because I am 
afraid that some municipalities have been 
led into a sort of trap by this appeal to 
them to place an embargo not on the im- 
ae dip, but on the locally-made ar- 
ticle. I know something about this. be- 
“cause some country or semi-country muni- 


are absolutely 


| - dipalities are in my electorate, Let this 
- House fight those squatters, who will 
; 2 _ have the imported article. I hope when 


‘the Tariff proposals are tabled, we shall 
have such a duty on this and other items 
that we can set at nought opposition from 
any. other’ quarter. I am glad to have 
_ backing in this matter from the Minis- 
‘terial side. I hope we shall continue to 
_ give our ardent support to this Austra- 
lian ‘industry. I complained just prior to 
_ the Christmas adjournment that the pro- 
“mise given by the Prime Minister in that 
matter had not been kept, but I pointed 
out that the Prime Minister had taken 
_ upon himself a big load of duties that he 


ae that if the work was better dis- 
_ tributed amongst the. members of the 
_ Ministry, some matters that had been 
_ hung up for months would be more expe- 
La erie attended to. No one man, no 
ae ae what ele ae ites is, can, espe- 


‘ aay 


would have been saved from having 


showed me a pile of correspondence 


pei aonfidence: in stating chia The 


Was not able to discharge unaided. I. 


of employment. 


in ‘warfitng) 
Prime ‘Minister oti be 
earry, and which the Acting vt 
Minister — has, unfortunately, : 
tempting to carry, since | 
parture of that honorable gentleman. 
But we know that shipping space was very 
scarce during the war, and that ‘the 
British Government requested that as far 
as practicable Australia should do for her- 
self all that she could, so that ships might — 
not have to carry, any more than the Tut- 
most necessities by way of cargo to me 
tralia—indeed, that Australians, so far as 
possible, should supply their own require 
ments. In the face of that special re-— 
quest, so negligent were the Government 
that, by some means or other, the firms 
interested in the imported dip were able i 
to obtain shipping space. — ti . 

Mr. Corsrr.—They had procured a Pes 
before. pica 

Mr. FENTON.—No. If the Paes 
Minister had acted up to his promises, 
no imported dip would have bee 
brought out to Australia, and _Aus- ‘ 
tralian manufacturers of that commodity pigs 
to 
practically close down, thus throwing out 
of work a very large number of men. In 
several of the States manufacturers of 
Australian sheep dip have satisfied the 
most able and candid critics as to 
quality of their product. 


sg 
the atte 


lian dip the best. have tried it 
‘Mr. FENTON.—Sir John 


sumilar effect ; and he remarked—and x og 


manufacturers of sheep dip have been 
treated in a seandalous fashion.” Bs e 
aap diphdsisieic’ 2 had been wol 


ply Australian oe owners wee - 
fpiantities. we ee what means. An 


apace with the resuilé that ied 
Australian working men were throw: 
I am surprised tha 
aa Be ‘thee oi Ee ai 


Sup. Bil 
Cline of ae for the ee com- 
ey taal and stalwart Protection- 
_ists as the farmers ought always ‘to be in 


their own interests. Why. is it that to- 
day the farmers of this community, 


| 


through the Farmers’ Union, are being 


_ hoodwinked by wealthy importers who are 
endeavouring to force upon the man on 
the land the squelching of a local andus- 
try? If the farmers allow themselves to 
be deceived in this case, it will serve them 
. right if their own pockets are squeezed by 
those same wealthy importing firms by 
_ rises in the price of the overseas arttele. 
I hope Parliament will stand by the local 
manufacturers, and not only by “regula- 
’ tion place an embargo on the imported 
3 - dips, but in the Tariff itself make it abso- 
_ Intely impossible for any sheep dip to 
come into Australia. There are un- 
_doubitedy sinister influences at work. 
a. When I see what is happening, I want to 
_. know whether, into our municipal councils 
and the ranks of the very farmers them- 
selves, there are not certain persons in- 
teresting themselves in order to farm the 
farmers. If the local sheep dip were 
_ being charged for, say, at double the price 
of the imported ‘dip, or even at 10s. a 
ease over and above the other article, I 
- could. understand*some amount of oppo- 
sition. But when we know that a better 
and cheaper article is being offered by 
_ Australian manufacturers to the Austra- 
lian farmer and sheep-owner,- [ am 
es at the attitude adopted by the 
latter. 


Mr. Frnayson. —Dalgety’s date : got 
a them in their grip. ; 


: _ Mr. Grsson.—Give the manufacturers 
- protection, but not prohibition. 


Mr. FENTON.—If the promises of the 


Prime Minister had been kept there would 
_ have been prohibition for this indus- 

Lat for months and months: past. The 

~ local manufacturers are prepared to put 

: their dip to any conceivable test as against 
the imported, and they are confident that 
the expert verdict will always be abso- 
_ lutely in their favour. Why, therefore, 
should not our farmers encourage our 
own mawufacturers in every way ¢ 


"Sitting suspended from 6.28 to 7.45 p.m. 
Sea eT Shite! 
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Mr. Ritzy.—I call attention ia then 


absence of a quorum. [Quorum formed. ] 
Mr. FENTON.—tThere has been cir- 
culated amongst honorable members a 


pamphlet in which it is made to appear 
that unless an embargo be placed on the 
locally- -made sheep dip the Australian: 
wool industry will suffer. The tests passed 
by the locally manufactured sheep dip go 


to show, however, that it is equally as 
effective as is the imported article in deal- 


ing, not only with blowfly, but all other 
it remains for this Parliament to | 
stand up against the trickery on which so 
much money has been spent, and to stand ~ 


pests. 


by the local industry. 


I. desire now to refer to another Socat Toa 


industry, which is under the control of 
the Postmaster-General (Mr. Webster). 


We have been boasting that we will 
find employment, not only for our re- 
,every man 


turned soldiers, but for 
and woman in. Australia. 
much to.do and. so little done, 
should be no talk 
insurance in Australia. 
and woman should be. profitably em- 
ployed. Our policy in respect of the 


With so 


Yariff and other matters is very much 
awry if we are not providing for every 


Australian artisan. We have in Australia 
men who are employed in making table 
sets for the ‘‘C.B.’’ or common battery 
system, 
service. 
tralian woods by Australian workmen, 
but I 


ally gto be deprived of their employment, 


since orders have been sent out of the 
country for the supply of at least 2,000. 
sets, to be made, I presume, of foreign — 
material by people who contribute nothing 


to the upkeep of the Commonwealth. A 


Government that is prepared to counten-_ 
ance this sort of thing is not acting con-. 


sistently with the policy of developing this 
country. This matter may not have 
come under the direct attention of the 


Postmaster-General, but I ask him to in- 
quire into it and to see that these orders — 
are carried out by our own people in our _ 


own country. 


Another matter in respect of which this 2 


Government has been negligent 


- Mr. Jowrrr.—Nct the present Govern” 


ment % 


10078 co 


there _ 
of unemployment — 
Here every man 


in. connexion with the telephone — 
Those sets are made of Aus- — 


am informed that the men env. ae 
gaged in this industry are now practic- 
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Mr. FENTON.—Yes. Before we ad- 
 journed for dinner the honorable member 
-Indorsed my statement as to the treat- 
ment of certain manufacturers. As a 


member of the Wool Committee, as a wool. 


grower, and as a member of this House, 
he has done so, and [I therefore expect 


him to join with me in condemning the 


Government, if they continue such a 


«policy: 


The present Administration are taking 
but little interest in machinery for the 
elimination of weevil from wheat. All 
the work being done in that direction in 
South Australia and Victoria is under the 
auspices of the British Government, which 
is bearing the whole cost. The Common- 
wealth Government are standing aloof, al- 
though the matter is one of great import- 
ance to our primary producers. ' 

Mr. Ropcers.—It is something that 
will happen only once in the lifetime of a 
nation. 

Mr. FENTON .—That may or may not 
_.be so. In South Australia last week some 
of us inspected machinery that is doing 
magnificent work in killing weevil in 
wheat, destroying the eggs, and rémoving 
from the grain everything of a deleterious 
character, so that it may be sent away in 
a proper condition. 

Sir Rosert Brest.—To which process is 
ie -honorable member referring? © 

- Mr. FENTON.—I am referring to ma- 
See employed in South Australia by 
the firm of Bagshaw and Company. It 
is a rotary process, the wheat finally pass- 
ing through cylinders carrying a degree 
of heat sufficient to destroy the weevile I 
was surprised to learn that the British 
Government alone are taking an interest 
in this work. 

Mr. Picgorr.—But they own the wheat 
which is being dea/t with. 

Mr. FENTON.—Why does the Com- 
monwealth Government stand aloof from 
schemes of that kind? 

- Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—What does the 
honorable member mean? It is only in 


respect of the Imperial wheat stacks that 


this process is necessary. 

Mr. FENTON.—We were told only 
this afternoon that we have still 2 000, 000 
tons’ of wheat to dispose of. 

Mr. Picort.—What about the erection 
of silos ? 


(REPRESENTATIVES. : 


a great deal of money borrowed in con- “~ 


Towings is something like £30,000, 000 


~ Mr, FENTON. There hee een ee 
talk as to the erection of silos by the 
“Government, but it is a case of *all talk 
and no action. I am surprised to find ~ 
honorable members who are supposed to 
represent the primary producers standing — 
as apologists for the Government in this 
regard. 


In submitting his preliminary financial 
statement to the Committee this afternoon, 
the Treasurer (Mr. Watt), so far as I am ; 
aware, did not indicate that the amount 
which he gave us in respect of our loan 
indebtedness included other than war 
loans. A financial statement which deals 
only with war loans and interest thereon 
is by no means complete. We have bor- 
rowed money in respect of many of our 
undertakings; we are paying interest on 


ea 


nexion with the Northern Territory and | 
the Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta railway. 
With these, and other loans, I do not ~ 
think the Treasurer dealt this afternoon; 
but I hope that before the Bill is passed 
we shall have full information in regard 


to them. We have to pay over £80,000 — 


a year by way of interest on the Northern — 


Territory loans, and we are also paying 
interest on over £6,000,000 borrowed for 
the construction of the East-West real. 
way. All these represent burdens upon. — 
the people, and should be included in — 
any financial statement made by the 
Treasurer. I shall question the honor- 
able. gentleman later on as to whether 
they were included in the total indebted- 
ness of £261,000,000 of which he spoke. 
I understood him to say that that amount 
represented merely the money. borrowed 
locally and abroad to carry on the war. 
In addition to the other items enumer- 
ated by me, the Government have bor- 
rowed money from the Australian Notes 
Trust Fund Aas other Trust Funds, and _ 
also, I believe, from the Conim onesie 

Bank. In respect of all these borrow- 
ings, interest has to be paid. _ Australia My 
to-day is paying, by way of interest — 5 
alone, an amount considerably in excess 
of what was the revenue of the Common- — 
wealth in normal times. Our interest 
bill in respect of Etate and Federal bor- 


a ; 


per annum, and is increasing. We are 
mae that a further loan will oe necess 


“of the interest bill relating to the war 
; : and repatriation. The financial situation 
a of the Commonwealth is serious. 
ie It is incumbent upon honorable mem- 
ae ae not only to safeguard the exist- 
ing industries of Australia, but to 
encourage ‘the establishment of new 
— ones, since in that way alone- can 
~ we hope to keep our people well 
employed, and to induce others to 
- come here. We need a scientific Pro- 
_ tective Tariff, and we should do every- 
: thing possible by means of the Tariff and 
we other schemes to make Australia as far 
as possible self-contained. 2 
* Mr. Prcorr.—And increase ae net of 
f, Pune. 
~. Mr. FENTON.—IE the cost of Piang is 
to go higher than it is, we can expect to 
~ look a revolution in the face. The peo- 
=o »ple’s patience has reached the breaking 
point. Apart from industrial troubles, 
there are in all the cities of the Common- 
_ wealth people who are in absolute want, 
and this notwithstanding that we have 
ae oyna up over 2,000, 000 tons of wheat. 
__ And yet the honorable member for Calare 
_ suggests that the imposition of a scientific 
copa would increase the cost of living. 
See Die Pieorr. —It has done so in the 
a5 ‘past 


Mr. FENTON.—If that is the hon- 


i pchic member’s idea of saving Australia, . 


and he is going to get a majority of his 
as to think with him, then the out- 
look is a poor one; but I do not believe 
ihe will. 
_  .The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
z 3 Chanter) —The honorable member’s time 
_has expired. 
~ Mr. WALLACE (West Sydney) [8. 0]. 
bert, .T do not intend to delay the Commit- 


- ‘measure, but I think it well to direct the 
pe erento of Ministers to some anomalies 

that exist. Provision should be made 

during this session to render assistance to 
' old-age pensioners. Some fourteen or 
z fifteen eases have been brought under my 
notice in which the Invalid and Old-age 


Pensions Act appears to have been ad- 


> ministered in a very harsh way, though 
we know that sympathetic administra- 
tion of such an Act 1 is necessary. Honor- 


35 Tox, 9) 


ES eafice we can Dek the eens in Cott . 


tee very long in dealing with the Supply 
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aie members will agree that 12s. 6d. 


per week is not sufficient to enable an 
old-age pensioner to procure even the 


necessaries of life in these days when the 
I know of one - 


cost. of living is so high, 
case in which an old-age pensioner was 


earning a few shillings by doing a little — 4 
work which brought her weekly income ~ 


up to 22s. The Pensions Office got to 
hear of this, 


deducting 5s. per week to cover arrears, 


and they have since been 


leaving the pensioner with only 7s. 6d. 


per week. 


be taken whatever to the injury of the 
pensioner. It is up to the Government 


to increase the amount of the old-age 


pension. Now that the cost of living has 
been increased by from 75 to 100 per cent., 
the pension should be 25s. or 30s. per 
week instead of 12s. 
have another case to which special atten- 
tion should be directed, and 
which affects a seaman. We are having 
trouble with seamen just now, and this 


is a case which will show the general 


public: how seamen are treated. This 


man has been a seaman on the Austra- a 
Whilst on a 


lian coast for sixteen years. 
trip to the Fiji Islands, he met with an 
accident, in Fiji, 
totally incapacitated. He is a Swede, 
who has been naturalized in Australia for 
the past fourteen years, and is domiciled 
in Sydney. He applied for an invalid 


pension, but his application was rejected 
on the ground that the incapacity oc- 


curred outside of Australia. The pen- 


sions officer informs me that the applica-_ 


tion was refused on the authority of the 
Commonwealth Crown Solicitor. He 
writes to say that the evidence showed 
that Mr, Hansen’s incapacity occurred 
during his absence from Australia, and 
in view of the provisions of the Act, he 
had to take the course of refusing the 
application, following «an. 
opinion by the Commonwealth 


tated whilst employed on an Australian 


vessel outside of Australia could not be 
regarded as coming within the provisions 


of phe Act. 


‘ 


- The Government should in- 
struct their departmental officers that 
such cases should be overlooked, especially — 
at this time, and that no action should 


Od. :per week, oi 


it is one 


from which he became 


expression of — 
Crown 
Solicitor that a claimant for an invalid — 
pension becoming permanently imcapaci- — 
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ae Maturews.—Had this man a fore. 
in Sydney? 

Mr. WALLACE Ves: 

Mr. Fznron.—Was the ship owned in 
Australia ? 

Mr. WALLACE. eS: 
was working under an award ‘of the Com- 
monwealth “Conciliation and Arbitration 
Court. If such a man is not an Austra- 
lian citizen, who is ? 3 

Sir Rozzert Best.—He would not be 
disqualified under Me Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Act. 


Mr, WALLACE.—No. = He received 
the amount of compensation to which he 
was entitled under that Act, and has 
been living on that for the last three 
years. Now he‘has nothing, and that is 
“ why he applied for the invalid pension. 
I say that his application was rejected 
‘on the ground that his incapacity 
occurred outside of Australia. It should 


- be remembered that we have 7,000 sea- 


men on the Australian coast, and many 
ef these men are trading to the South 
Sea Islands and to New Zealand, while 
they are domiciled in Australia. Their 
families are here, and they are paying 
‘rates and taxes in Australia. It. is 
‘strange that they cannot ke brought 
within the provisions of an Act of the 
Parliament of this country. 


Mr. Maruews.—As a layman, I should 


say that is bad law if the man has a home - 


in Australia. 

Mr. WALLACE.—Undoubtedly it is 
the result-of an unsympathetic adminis- 
Sag of the law, for no sane person 

ould say that this man is not an Aus- 
Caan. 

“Mr. Hncror Lamonp—The adminis- 
tration of the Act in Sydney is very 
sympathetic. 

Mr. WALLACE.--The honorable mem- 
ber may have found it so. I will say 
that; so far ag Mr. Macpherson is con- 
cerned, he is prepared to give every case 
consideration, but he is bovnd by the pro- 
visions of the: Act, and if instructions 
eome to him from Melbourne to carry out 


those provisicns to the letter, he is unable ° 


to give the assistance asked for. We can- 


not blame him, but we can blame the De-- 


partment. 


[REPRESENTATIVES : (No. 1 ‘1919 


and the man 


Commonwealth Factory they can turn o 


cies Heise ie te hones 
member should blame the Parliament that ” 
passed the Act. - % 

Mr. WALLACEH.—The Treaeusee ate 7 
Watt), instead of introducing’ measures to 
foment industrial strife and trouble, 3 


should bring in an amendment of the Tne’ 


valid and Old-age Pensions Act to meet 
such cases as I have referred to. aK 
Sir Rozsrr Brsr.—The honorable — 
member should not spoil a good ease. 
Mr. WALLACE.—I cannot spoil this 
case, and I say that the Act should be so 
amended as to bring such a case within 
its provision. a 
Mr. Fenron.—I advise the honorable : 
member to bring the case before the Min- 
ister. e. 
Mr. WALLACE.—I told the’ man con- 
cerned that I would not let the matter ~ 
drop, and that I intended to try to get 
satisfaction for him, because 1 beheve 2 
that he should be given a pension, 
I should like to ask what is the use Of) 
paying Commissioners to make inquiries 
into the cost of commodities if the Mee 
result is to be the distribution of a few 
reports to honorable members, and the 
outside public are to know no more about — 
them than they can glean from the brief _ 
résumé of such reports that appears in the — 
press. I refer honorable members to 
Report No. 11 on clothing by the Ce i 
missioners, which discloses a scandalous — 


ee” 


condition of affairs, and shows that the 
manufacturers of woollen goods have been 
exploiting the Government and the people at 
for the last four years. | Be Ny | 

Mr. Ricuarp. Fostrr.—The hone 
member must include the Commonwealth = 
Factory with them. g 

Mr. WALLACE.-—I had the plgatngene Se 
of going through the Commonwealth # 
Clothing Factory, and I was surprised ab 
the progress made there, and the oe : 
ness with which they were able to tore. 
out goods. 

Mr. Ricwarp Fostzr.—Is the howee 
able member aware that -the Common: 
wealth Factory has set the price eo all 
military work. 


Mr. WALLAGCE.—1I know that ae ‘ihe 


a military overcoat for 278. 6d. 


ee = ab. Bear Lay is their oe price- 
to" a suit of clothes? 
Mr. WALLACE.—A suit of clothes 
{ eles can be turned out for 30s. 
Mr. Piectr.—That is so; that 1s what 
_ we were told there. 
Mr. WALLACE.—It niageneee me to 
learn how cheap military clothing can be 
turned out there. They can turn out an 
- overcoat for 27s. 6d., and yet 1f you come 
up to the city you will find that an over- 
coat of inferior material, and not nearly 
as good workmanship, sells for £5 or £6. 
I want to know where the difference in 
. 4 cost is going. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fostrrr.—We should get 
i. 4 a return laid on the table of the costs in 
4 the Commonwealth Factory. 
— Mr. WALLACE.—I wish the honor- 
7 ‘able member would do so. In this report 
_ I find the statement made of a hosiery 
and knitting factory that in 1914 had 
ie ak capital of £105,404, and their net profit 
_was 12 per cent. In 1917 their net capi- 
Cis ‘was £233,217, and their net profit 
a = 21, 279 per cent. 
Mr. Tupor.—Does the Hoodahle mem- 
4 ce know which company is referred to. 
ao Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—That concern 
i does not require much protection. 
- Mr. WALLACE.—In the limited time 
é ce my disposal I cannot go through the 
whole of this report on clothing, but I 
recommend honorable members to study 
it. Speaking of the woollen mills, the 
Commissioners state that in 1914 they 
had a net capital of £1,144,385, and made 
' a profit of 13.444 per cent. In 1917, 
their capital was £1,459,040, and they had 
oa net profit of 25. 978 per cent. In 1946, 
_ their net profit was 39.452 per cent., 
=e which represents an increase of 300 per 
a eent. on the profits madé in 1914. 
» Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—They had to 
E Mork chree shifts. 
7 Mr. WALLAOCE.—Whether they were 
7 _ working one shift or three shifts honor- 
, able members will agree that an increase 
of 3800 per cent. in profits in war time calls 
for some comment. This is what the 
ee Commissioners have to say— 
It will be observed that the net profits on 
he capital derived by the hosiery and knitting fac- 


» tories have been much in excess of what is fair 
Mees 


re cM. i SES acm Dhl pene paciot es a r 
ad La ‘ gon ase “F3 


Tea 


a 
ie 


The proprietors 


nd ‘Teagonable. . 


ie Tone, 1919.] (No. 1) 1919-1920. 
conditions of trade arising out of the war. \ 


‘of individuals are in control of an indus-4 


work their machinery three shifts. 


tion. of a request by some of these firms” 


have substantially benefited by the abnori 


Sir Rosert Brst.—They may have 9 
turn over their capital frequently. ' 

Mr. WALLACE.—I think the honorq 
able member will agree that when a seff 


try, presumably for the benefit of the ] 
community, if their output is augmented, © 
they should be satisfied with a lower Bey 
portional return. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Not in the cir- 
cumstances under which they were work- 
ing. | The Government asked them to 


Mr. .WALLACE.— The — honorable 
member must know as well as [ do that 
before profits are diatloned depreciation 
of machinery is allowed for. In running 
any business, wages and all charges are 
deducted before any profit is disclosed, so _ 
that even if the machinery is renewed 
every six months the cost of renewal is 


‘added to the price of the article. 


Mr. Rrowarp Foster.—The Treasurer 
will tell the honorable member that the 
firm to which he refers paid 15s. in the 
£1 as excess profit tax. 

Mr. WALLACE.—So it should. But 
that does not alter the fact that the firm 
has been exploiting the people. Is there 
any man in the community who, if he 
were allowed to walk into a bank and 
take money, would not be willing to pay — 
back 15s. in the £12 That is what the 
profiteers are doing. 

Sir Ropert Best.—The whole question 
is whether it is legitimate to calculate 
that profit on the capital when they are 
turning over the capital three idties 20 
Ww orking three shifts. 


Mr. WALLACE.—I turn now to the : 
wholesale softgoods warehouses. it find -— 
that in 1914 those warchousemen had a | 
capital of £3,553,535, and their net profit 
on the capital was 8.33. per cent. In 1917 © 
they eee capital of £3,646,492, and 
their net profit was 15.21 per cent., an ee 
increase of 7 per cent, in the profit aah 
against an increase in capital of about 
only £100,000. The Commission’s report 
is too bulky to be placed in Hansard in 
its entirety, but I again advise honorable 
members to read it carefull y in anticipa- 


Otters 
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“increased protection. The Govern- 
ent have lifted the price-fixing - regula- 
on, and the wholesale distribution is to 
ontinue without interference. The Com- 
ission says— 


Prices are now fixed by wholesalers, at by 
adding the same uniform percentage to landed 
eost, but by directing the head of each depart- 
ment, C.9.5 Manchester goods, ready-made 
-elothing, silks, &c., to produce at the end of 
each half year a defined gross profit on the 
sales. The departmental “head knows what 

his goods have cost into warehouse, and so 

adjusts the additions to that cost of the vari- 
- ous articles handled as to bring out an aggre- 
gate amount in turnover which will yield the 


| 


cost. 


The minimum profit which the depart- 
mental head must return is 334d. per 
~ .eent. And yet honorable members growl 
because seamen are asking for £16 per 
month ! 
Prime Minister the following answers 
were submitted by the Commission :— 


able to the war and to the fact that local 
manufacturers, wholesale and retail dis- 


tributors have, to a large extent, taken advan- 


tage of abnormal conditions for the purpose 
of increasing their profits. 


As more particular causes the Gintenis" 
- sion refers to— 
(a) The scarcity of raw material, the greater 


portion of which, under our present conditions, 
must be imported. 


(b) The cessation or limitation of supply of 


piece goods, yarns, &., in those countries 


which hitherto have constituted our chief 
sources of supply. : 
- (ce) Restriction of shipping facilities. - 
(d) Increased freight, insurance, exchange, 


and shipping charges, generally. 
(e) Imcreased prices charged and excessive 


‘woollen piece goods. 

; (f) Increased profit made by wholesale dis- 
tributors, and in many cases by retail dis- 
tributors. 

(g) The increased actual amount of duty 
paid as a consequence of ad valorem duties 
being charged ane the increased values of 
imported goods. 


So for as “the Commission has been able to 
ascertain (with the exceptions mentioned in 
the next sentence), there is no evidence of the 
existence of any combination of manufacturers 
or distributors for the purpose of fixing prices 
or manipulating the market. 

The exceptions are that the association con- 
» eerned fixes throughout Australia the mini- 
. mum price for flannel said to : applicable 

_ Mr. Wallace. 


\ 


stipulated gross profit over aggregate landed’ 


To the questions asked by the 


- The enhanced prices are directly attribut-» 
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only “to the lowest gents fearhet ‘that, can be 


| 1) 191941 920. 


made,” and also a minimum price for blankets, 
which, according to the evidence, has a similar fo 
basis to that of the minimum price for flannel. 


The report contains the crux of the pee 
situation, and it is essential that the — 
public should understand it. The Com- | 
mission has suggested that prices may be — 
regulated by prescribing the following - 3 
maximum percentages, to be added to 

‘prime cost,’’ representing actual cost a ‘ 


‘material and wages :— 


“« 


-a decided stand in this matter. 


profits made by Australian manufacturers of | 


(a) Tweeds and serges, 30 per. cane 

(b) Blankets and flannels, 25 per cent, 
(c) Hosiery and knitted goods, 20 se! Pied): 
(d) Felt hats, 223 per cent. 


If the Commission recommended iat ihe 
merchants should be allowed to make the 
foregoing percentages of profit, what — 
profit must they be making at the present — 
time? In regard to retail distributors, geo 
the Commission recommended— 


Pte as 


Prices to be controlled by prescribing a ,maxi- 2 
mum of 333 per cent. to be added to cost 
landed in warehouse ‘or shop of all material 
for clothing and of all articles of “aoe 


The report concluded— 


The following suggestion, whid is Ena . 
directly related to control of prices, is also — 
submitted: —“ That in the public interest ac- 
tion be taken to bring about the compulsory — 
keeping by all traders of prescribed trading — 
accounts, profit and loss sec ani, and: bales 
ance-sheets,” a 


tee Pee 


It is the duty of the Government to ikea S 
T have — 
quoted only the report in regard to cloth 5: 
ing. Let honorable members read the Te ae 
port upon groceries. ae 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—The Commane 2 
wealth has no power to deal with this: 
matter. ie 
Mr. WALLACE.—We ought to obtae ies 
the power. The Commonwealth took 
power under the War Precautions Act to — 
do many things which it was said not to 
have power to do, and honorable members — 
should be prepared to see that the Com- 
monwealth is given the necessary autho- 
rity to deal with’ the matter of profiteer- — 
ing. Instead of frittering away time with — : 


Ge irs 


some of the measures which the Govern- as 


fer power in this matter pi th 
authority. Je 


ele : lecad: ‘aes magus 
“have the power to-day. 


Mr. WALLACE.—I am sure that if 
Lae Parliament desires power to control 
the ‘profiteers the people will be prepared 
to give it. It must be apparent to them 
: and to.honorable members that it is use- 
less to have five different authorities at- 
3 tempting to control commodities and fix 
prices. | 

will have one set of conditions, New South 
Wales. another, South Australia still 
another, and so on. We require one cen- 
tral authority to exercise power through- 
‘out the Commonwealth, and the proper 
authority is the Federal Parliament. We 
have learnt something from the lessons 
taught by the war. We have organized 
most of the industries; we have these re- 
ports by the Inter-State Commission, and 
there should be no difficulty in either 
taking steps to reduce prices to normal, or 
to raise wages in proportion to the abnor- 
mal prices. Honorable members talk of 
industrial unrest. But what else can they 
: ea Aa During the five years of war the 
minds of the people have been disturbed. 
For patriotic and other reasons many men 
‘have borne the burden of increased cost 
of living and other irksome conditions 
‘without complaint. Now the war is over, 
yet they see the cost of living still in- 
ereasing. Notwithstanding the statement 
of the Commonwealth Statistician that 
the cost of living has increased only 41 
per cent. since 1913, £3 per week to-day 
will not purchase as much as 25s. would 
were purchased five years ago. 


Mr. Orcnarv.—Does it not occur to 
ihe honorable member that if the members 
of the various unions were to mvest their 
funds in co-operative concerns they would 
solve this problem for themselves? 


. Mr. WALLACE.—Has it ever occurred 


to the honorable member that if the Go- 
-vernment started co-operative concerns 
they would assist to control prices? If 
the honorable member had studied the co- 
operative system as much as I have done 
he would know that it is a fallacy to sup- 
pose that they can entirely solve this ques- 
tion. Whilst I admit they do a lot of 
good i in their immediate spheres, yet there 
isa large class of ase in big industrial 
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‘States 


Under that system Queensland _ 


aloes who, because of their nomadiy 


habits, irregularity of employment and ~ 
“uneertainty of domicile, cannot get any\ — 
advantage from membership in a co-opera-\ 
tive concern unless there is a complete re- \ 
ciprocity between all the co-operative con- \ 
cerns throughout the country. J.am m- \ 


terested in a co-operative concern at Lid- 
combe, and I admit that we started it with 
150 subscribers of £1 each, and to-day it. 
is flourishing. But I wil give an illus-. 
tration of the difficulties with which it 
has to contend. A few months ago, wher 
horse feed was dear, I bought, from @ 
farmer, two trucks of chaff. We sold that. 
chaff at a satisfactory price, but when I 
asked him for a further supply he re- 
fused, because the Sussex-street merchants 
had heard of the sale to me and had 
warned him that if he sold more chaff to 
me they would refuse to handle his pro- 
duce. ‘The store at Lidcombe cannot get 
supplies of Champion’s vinegar, because 
the manufacturers have been warned that 
if they supply the co-operative store, the 
local storekeepers will not stock the 
article. 


I contend that it is the roapeeinillee! 
of the Government, and not of a few in- 
dividuals, to undertake co-operative effort. . 
We have read of what local councils do 
in that direction in different parts of 
Europe. It is possible for local: councils 
in Australia to establish co-operative stores 
and eliminate the middleman. Instead of 
voting £500 or £600 to each local council 
for the purpose of providing pick and 
shovel work for returned soldiers, the Go- 
vernment would be better advised to vote 
a few thousand pounds to municipalities, 
so that they may open stores and check 
the profiteer. — | 


Mr. Jownrr.—Does not the honorable 
member know that the New South Wales 
Government will not allow a meat market 
to be established in Sydney ? 7 

Mr. WALLACE.—We do not see much 
meat in Sydney these days, Meat is a 


eurlo for which one must look in the 
museum. che! 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. EM 


Chanter ) —The honorable member’ s time : 
has expired. — 


Supply Ball. 


j/Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


fwhat arrangements the Government have 
arrived at with a view to pacifying their 
malcontents. Surely during the past 
/ seven months the actions of the Govern- 
ment have been such as to justify criti- 
cism on the part of some honorable mem- 
ber upon the other side of the chamber. 
If we were discussing a no-confidence 
motion, I could readily understand the 
delicacy of the situation; but seeing that 
we are merely debating the question of 
Supply, I am indeed surprised to find 
many of the stormy petrels amongst the 
Ministerial following either conspicuous 
by their absence or absolutely dumb. 
However, we shall doubtless learn the 
reason for this silence within the course 
of a few days, and we shall then know 
precisely where we stand. Of course, I 
can quite imagine the Postmaster-General 
(Mr. Webster) saying to Ministerial sup- 
porters, ‘* Now, don’t you talk too much; 
you throw the blame on the Opposition 
if the old-age pensions are not paid 
by the 2nd of next month’’; or the 
Treasurer. (Mr. Watt) exclaiming, ‘“‘ You 
make the Labour party keep back the 
pay of the civil servants, 
they will get hell for having done it.’’ 
That is the sort of conversation which 
must have gone on. I can assign no 
other reason for the attitude of my hon- 
orable friends opposite, 
I listened with pleasure to the speech 


of the honorab'e member for West 
Sydney (Mr. Wallace), and I confess 
that all he said was correct: Dur- 


Ing the war period, the manufacturers 
of Australia have remorselessly robbed 
the people of this country of millions 


of pounds; and yet I _ will pile 
higher duties on imports if I can. ‘The 
fact that our manufacturers have de- 


liberately robbed the consumers is the 
people’s own fault. They refused to give 

the Commonwealth Parliament the power 

to prevent this exploitation; but while I 
frankly admit that during the war the 
manufacturers have robbed the people of 
Australia of millions of pounds, I say, 
without any hesitation, that the im- 
porters have robbed them of ten times as 
much. I do not forget that they are all 
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.30].—A less inquisitive individual than — 
yself might be pardoned for asking - 


and then 
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patriots. J. pee no doube that in ape ks 
future when the importer is asked by his — 
children, ‘‘ Father, what did you do in 
the oreat war??? his reply will be, Soa be 
sold soldiers’ comforts . while mother 
waved the flag.’’ All these people— — 
manufacturers and importers alike—are 
great patriots. They never grow tired of — 
waving the Union Jack. But God help a = 
man if he attempts to wave the red flag. 
Personally, I have no great opinion of © 
the individual who always wants to wave 
the red flag; but I have a less opinion of — 
the man who always wishes to wave the _ 
Union Jack because under the shelter of 
that flag he has been robbing the con- — 
sumers ‘throughout the war. Only the 
other day we had that old imbecile, the 
Lerd Mayor of Melbourne, Alderman 
Cabena, compelling the Labour move- — 
ment to carry the Union Jack at the head 


of its procession on Eight Hours Day. 


Sir Rosrerr Best, —That was a hard- fi 
ship, was it not ?. . 
Mr. MATHEWS.—It was. I> ate tha 

honorable member. for Kooyong whether 
he thinks that he can command vanpate| 
for the Union Jack by compelling people: 
to carry it?” 

Sir Rosert Brest.—It should not “havel . 
been a matter of compulsion; it should A 
have been carried voluntarily. pat : 

Mr. MATHEWS. — Can one hava s 
respect for a flag which he is compelled — a 
to carry ? Then why was this action E 
taken by the Lord Mayor? It was nob — 
because it was thought that respect for — ; 
the Union Jack would be thus increased, — : 
but because it was anticipated there — 
would be a refusal on. the part of the — 
eight hours movement to obey the orden Ee 
that a riot would: “ensue, and that the 
Bolsheviks could then be shot down. | 
That was the reason underlying the issue 4 
of the edict for the carrying of the Union — 
Jack. The order, however, served only — 
to bring the Union Jack into contempt. 
The idea of the Lord Mayor of Mele 
bourne—— e ) 

Mr. JowertT.—A good man. “ane et 

Mr. MATHEWS.—He is a’ true samp 
of his class. I suppose that some of h 
barrackers instilled into his feeble min 
the idea that something might be gain 
by the issue of that order. Had t 
leaders of the Eight cu ores 


ae oe We wil pall in “procession, and 
we will not carry the Union Jack,” what 
would thave taken place? The instrue- 
- tion, I repeat, was not issued with a view 
- to commanding respect for the Union 
Jack, but rather with a view to belittling 
e the Bight Hours movement. In Victoria 
& that movement is annually celebrated by 
' the workers, who have succeeded in re- 
. ducing their daily hours of labour from 
sixteen to eb ight, and who will doubtless 
'- still further reduce them in the near 
future. I cannot forget that in days 
gone by they had to wrest their improved 
industrial conditions from the flag-wag- 
ee "gers of the Union Jack. I am surprised 
that any honorable member opposite 
should not recognise how futile 1t was to 
- endeavour to instil into the minds of the 
- people who walked in the Eight Hours 
procession respect for the Union Jack by 
compelling them to carry it. I am one 
‘of those who do not think that it is essen- 
tial that an organization’ should have 
_ either an emblem.or a flag. But the fact 
“remains that there has grown up in the 
“ ' human mind a desire for something of 
4 that sort. <A flag or an emblem of some 
_ description constitutes a rallying point 
just as do the colours of a military regi- 
u ment. With all our civilization, we are 
_ to- day very fond of ritual. 


- Mr. Bamrorpv.—Tomfoolery.. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Well, many people 

ecrbe the love of the Union Jack as 
i - tomfoolery. The fact remains that we 
wear a button or a medal to show that 
we are associated with some particular 
: _ organization... That being so, why should 


z' 
4 
7: 
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the Labour movement be prevented from 
~ earrying a red flag if it wishes to do so? 


_ Candidly, I do not see the use of carrying 
it; but now that I am prevented from 
‘ carrying the red flag, I desire to carry it. 


Persecution has never kept down any-. 


_. thing. The very religion of ithe Christian 
; people became dominant in spite of per- 
+. secution, Indeed, I believe that persecu- 
tion helped it to become dominant. 
Mr. Jowrrr.—lIs the red flag the flag 
ue of: any Christian people? 


“Mr. MATHEWS. — The 


wate eae 


honorable 


owas the early C Christian flag. The Labour 
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‘member ought *to know that the red flag 


-s 
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Ee retiene is not a sectarian apy e 


A man may be a Mohammedan and Be, | 


long to that movement. During the past | 
twelve months in particular, we have had © | 
people in our midst who desired to ex: | 
hibit the red flag at their meetings. I 
have often looked at that flag and won- » 
dered where was the necessity for exhibit- 
ing it. These people have attacked me 
repeatedly, just.as they have attacked the 
Labour party. But we had no desire to 
prevent them carrying the red flag if they 
wished to do so. 


Mr. Yatrs.—Why do 
carry poodle dogs? 


Mr. MATHEWS. — The honorable 
member might as well ask me why they 
have bare backs. I do not know. There 
is not an honorable member opposite who 
has been in Parliament for an appre- 
ciable time, and: who believes for a 
moment that the prohibition imposed by 
the Government on the carrying of the 
red flag by any sect of people possesses 
any real value. But things have now 
gone so far that at race meetings, instead 
of running up the red flag; when the win- 
ning jockey has weighed in all right—as 
was the custom previously—the officials 
now run up a blue-and-white flag. I 
understand, too, that the red flag is to be ~ 

taken away from the railw ray men and a 
ae one substituted as an emblem of 
peace. The war is over now, but during 
its continuance there has been a constant 
suppression of free speech and a censor- 
ship of literature. . We were told that 
these things were necessary in the in- 
terests of good government and because 
freedom of speech and the publieation of 
uncensored literature might give offence 
to some of our Allies. That objection 
has now disappeared. We are, I hope, 
entering upon a new era. Yet we have’ 
not heard one word from the Govern- 
ment to-day about the. restoration of 
liberty of speech or of the right of people 
to fly’ the red flag if they;so desire. I 
ha ave never yet heard any valid argu. 
meni why, in time of peace, restmeoue 
should be imposed upon any section of 
the community who desire to follow 
their own particular course of ‘action. 
It stands to the credit of the Government 


society ladies 
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if: 
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that they have released the women who 
were incarcerated for having flown the 
red flag, but there is a man named Long 


in gaol, and I ask whether anything can 


‘be gained by keeping him there any 
longer, now that the war is over and peace 


thas been signed. He says that the red 
flag is the,emblem of the brotherhood of 


yan. I have no belief in the brotherhood 


‘of man—I know human nature too well; 


from holding that belief. 


but I would not prevent any other man 
| Some people 
eonsider that by. organization and ex- 


-ample they will very soon bring about the 


brotherhood of man. Why should they 


be prevented from endeavouring to bring 


and the flying of a flag? 


it about by the production of literature 
We may con- 


sider their songs foolish, but why should 


inflict bodily harm on others. 


reform 
one has the right to prevent them by phy- 


ganizations and singing these songs? 


‘they are being suppressed. 


we prevent ther from forming their or- 


may be amusement for them. 
. Mr. Brennan.—They may possibly be 
right. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Quite possibly they 
are right. That may be the reason why 
(But iit 
amuses them, why stop them? It reminds 


“me of a big blacksmith I knew, whose 


_stop her?” 


wife used to hit him with a poker. A 
friend said, “I would very soon stop her 
from doing that.” But the big- black- 
smith merely rephed, “It does not hurt 
me, and it amuses her. Why should I 
If these people choose to 
carry a red flag and publish newspapers 
with what they consider high ideals, and 
go on the Yarra bank, or to any street 
corner where they are not impeding 


trafic, to hold forth on a special form of 
religion, or political ideals, what right 


has any one to try to prevent them? We 


have heard a good deal of talk about en- 


gendering in the community hostility to 
our present form of civilization and so 
forth. Well, all I have to say is that 


there is a good deal wrong with our civi- 
lization, and if these people can conceive 


3 ‘methods of improving it, no one has the 


right to stop them so long as they do not 
If by their 
advocacy they can bring about social 
in a- constitutional way, 


Hey Fe 
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indulging in that sort of thing. 


St. 


to read it, do any harm? Tf these people — 


any expression of opinion as to this — 


‘Minister, now peace has been declared, — 
-has an opportunity of telling the people 


stand 


TO: 


tet force. ees ind has aa for 
Last © 
October £ warned honorable mae that — 
these people would be driven to the breast § 
ing point. If there are honorable mem- 
bers opposite who seek an opportunity to 
shoot down the populace let them say le : 
but if they desire to.have peace im 
our midst let them see. that those 
people who are being persecuted waa ES 
are permitted to ventilate their opinions 
so long as they do it in a constitusional 
way; but honorable members opposite are 
not entitled to lay down what is a con- — 
stitutional manner. .I have no quarrel 
with honorable members opposite, or with — 
those who have sent them here, as to their 
opinions. ‘They think they are right; I 
think [am right. But they have no right — 
to suppress me, and prevent me from Bier 
ing expression to my views so long as EY 
do not advoeate methods which, in a civi- _ 
hzed community, I should not. advocate. | 
How can an article published in a nee 


‘paper which people are not compelled | to 


read, but which circulates among a sec- ~ 
tion of the. community who have a desire e 


wish to give vent to speech on ordinary 
lines, why should they be prevented from 
doing: so? I do not know whether I can 
draw from the Government any promise, 
or get from those associated with ieee 


matter, but I do think the Acting Prime — 


of Australia that there will be a cessatio 
of what has taken place in the community 
for some time past, that people who have _ 
been gaoled will be released, and tha 


those who have been prosecuted and 


persecuted for holding particular ideas — a 
will no longer be imprisoned. What om 
possible gain can there be from the — 
continuance of this practice? ~If political 
gain could be achieved I could und 
it; if the community could be 
helped in any way by suppressing these 
things I could understand it; but ; 
honorable member opposite has yet @ - 

vanced one reason why the desires of — 
people who differ from them should be 
suppressed, and the Government — 
very remiss in not taking some stor in 
the SB T am Mey gi Ra : 


: Sey te recess, 
“members did not have the opportunity of 
ventilating them, crimes that I am sur- 
| prised that Ministers are not ashamed of 
were committed. I do not propose to go 
- into the Freeman case, which has already 
been dealt with, and ‘which will need to 
be dealt with again; but men have been 
deported for no reason whatever. Sailors, 
‘not enemy aliens, but citizens of allied 
countries, have ‘deserted their ships, and 
the whole of the machinery of the Aus- 
tralian Government has been used to de- 
ort them. We were not always so con- 


sociated with during the war as to go to 
» ) the length of chasing ‘deserting sailors. 
__. from one end of Australia to the other, 
~ and deporting them. But during the 
past. few years, because. it was thought 
ee. necessary to do-so, and because it was 
as thought that we were doing something 
our Allies desired, men in Melbourne 
- and Sydney have been kept in detention 
for deportation, not because they’ were 
considered to: be undesirable citizens, but 
BD akenply because they were sailors. who had 
deserted from their vessels. I do not 
know what can be gained by resorting to 

_-such extreme methods in such_ trivial 
, cases. 
country, yet because a man comes here 
in a foreign vessel and is dissatisfied with 
‘the treatment he has received—under no 
flag does a sailor receive more than a 
_ human being should receive, and in the 


pouditions Camden Sphieh elias ree 
are stilt more undesirable than they are 
on Australian or British ships — if 
= sailor deserts, as right down through 

the centuries, sailors have always de- 
." serted, the whole of the machinery 
“of the Defence Department is_ set 
to work to institute a search and cap- 
ture him, if it should so happen that the 
shipmaster cannot get hold of him while 
he is in port, or the owners cannot get 
hold of him, and bring him up before a 
magistrate. Surely it is time we heard 

from the Government that this practice 
pee cease. There must be a stage at 


Paneae | ay - 


a 
_siderate of the nations we have been as- - 


Australia is supposed to be a free 


ee or ane a case which I recently 
brought under the notice of the Defence | 
authorities and the Prime Minister’s De- ~ 


partment, and which ways also - brought ‘ is 


under the attention of the _Postmaster- 
General, who is now dealing with it, is 
one that I would like to mention to hon- 
orable members, asking whether any rea- 
son can exist for resorting -~to such 
methods as have been employed in re- 
gard to it. It is the case of a young 
fellow named Paul Herman, 
father came to Australia some thirty-two 
years ago. He was a. Pomeranian by 
birth, and had run away from Germany 
because of his detestation of the compul- 
sory military service of that country. 


_ After being in London for a little time, he 


came to Australia, and he subsequently 
brought out his wife and child, Paul, 


whose: 


who-was then two years of age. I eros ee 
with the father in Sydney twenty- -three 


years ago. 


Paul had one brother whe ae 


enlisted, and was rejected on account of — : 


physical defect, and another who 
listed and went to the Front. 


en- 


The latter 


returned to Sydney five weeks ago to find _ ; 
that Paul was in gaol because he had 


been born in Germany. He had a 
tailor’s shop in Sydney, and has docu- 


ments to prove that he offered to manu-~ 
facture clothing for the Defence Depart- 

ment at the military price; but after the _ 
armistice was signed—not before—he was 
seized and placed for a time in Darling-_ 
and afterwards removed ta 
the Holdsworthy Concentration Camp, — 
I have en- 


hurst gaol, 


where he is now confined.- 
deavoured to ascertain why he was in- 
terned. 


step was taken, but the only reason they 
can advance is that at a meeting of the 
Young Australia League, he made use of 


I have asked men closely asso- 
ciated with him. if they knew why this: 4 


the remark that he believed the money ~ 


which was being spent on Mr, Hughes’ 


trip to Great Britain, and expenditure of ~ 


a similar character, could be better de- 


voted to the advancement of the produc- 


tion of Australian goods. As a young 
Australian, he believes’ that Australia 


ought to produce largely, and that the 


Commonwealth ought to be independent 
in these matters. That 1s the only rea- 
son his friends can advance for his in- 
ternment. There can be no possible rea- 


son for a sane Government perpetrating 


ais 
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have come back to Australia. 
the Acting Prime Minister’s statement, in 


* 


———— 


crimes of this character. Are they doing 
this sort of thing for fun? Do they en- 


joy inflicting punishment on people just 


to see them squirm and suffer? What 
reason can there be for keeping Paul 
Herman in gaol? There are dozens of 
similar cases. At Canberra, Australian 
‘woren married to German husbands, 
and children reared in Australia—true 
Australians—have been piaced in an in- 
ternment camp for what reason they do 
not know. During the war it might have 
keen felt, there was some need for all this 
sort of thing, but when the armistice was 
signed every one knew that the Germans 
could not possibly renew the attack on 


the Allies, that it would be futile to at- 


tempt to do so. Yet there are thou- 
sands of people still interned «in Aus- 
tralia, 1 am quite ready to admit that 
remarks made by some of those who were 
interned were objectionable, and that 


- there is a desire not to keep these people 


in Australia; but I cannot understand 


‘why others who have expressed no en- 


mity to the Pritish Empire are still kept 
in internment, and I do not believe there 
are two honorable members opposite who 
would still keep them in confinement. 
I am not one of those who attack a Go- 
vernment merely for party purposes, and 
my remarks upon this subject are not 
made from a party stand-point at all. I 
would rather be a Britisher than the 
native of any other country in the world; 
but while that is so, I am willing to allow 
everybody else to have the same opinion 
about his own native land. I cannot see 
what we have to gain from legislation or 


regulations framed for the purpose of in- 


carcerating men for no reason whatever, 


now that the war is over and peace about 


to be declared. 
Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [9.1].—I 


am somewhat surprised that members sup- 


porting the Government have not. availed 


themselves of the opportunity to say a 
few words on behalf of the returned 
soldiers and their treatment since they 
I heard 


which there is the boast that the 
cases of only about 4 per cent. 
of the returned soldiers have not 


been finalized. If the Acting Prime 


_ Minister -had been in my position, and 


- 
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during which they have been taught to — 


a4 e he ~ 
: ae 


<p aa eo 3 


— ene 


had met as many of these returned ~— 
soldiers as I have, he would realize that 
the statement is absolutely untrue. A» — 
far greater percentage than that have not 
been finalized. The promises made to the © 
men prior to their enlistment-and on the ~ 


‘battlefields are not being fulfilled. Be- 


fore the election of 1917, the United 
Kingdom and France were flooded with — 
newspaper reports about tens of millions — 
to be spent on the returned soldiers, with-- 
out any stipulation or regulation then as — 
to who was to participate. Every soldier 
had a promise that he would be looked — 
after on his return to Australia. That, I 
think, was one reason why the soldiers’ 
vote went so largely in favour of the Win- 
the-war party at that election. The soldiers 
believed those promises. But they are ~ 
coming back now, and they are finding 
that there was little in them. . If any 
young man comes back Class A medically 
fit, and if he does not want to go upon 
the land—and not too many of them 
want, or are fitted, to go om the land— __ 
his position is a difficult one. “Back ~~ 
again to mining’’-is the best that this 
Government can say toa man who prior to _ 
the war may have been a miner in Broken 
Hill. Some men medically unfit, and 
whose discharge is not due to any mis- 


‘conduct, get fo pension, and they are 


not entitled to claim vocational train- 
ing. Men who were miners prior 
to the outbreak of war have to go 
back to mining. That is the best that 
this grateful country can do for them. I 
say that if the Government want to pre 
cipitate trouble they are going the right 
way about it. These men have been in ~ 


p. 


Vlanders fighting for four or five years, 
ae 
respect neither life nor property, and 
they are coming back with some of those 
feelings still in them. When they realize 
that nothing is to be done for them, that 
they are to receive nothing but a paltry 
month or two of sustenance, there will be 
trouble. I am bringing these cases con- we 
tinually under the notice of the Victorian 
Deputy Controller of Repatriation, but I 
do not get much satisfaction from that 
quarter. The trouble is that there is too 
much of the military spirit in the ad- 
ministration. Every man who has a job 
in that Department must be a major 


~ 


a eee 


3" § 


an 
pea ho the old job. 
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~ country, and there is good reason for it. 


{ 


a ae 
eS 


‘= : 
i Front, 
Anon - saw one lad with an arm off. 


aay bf has” 


per week! 


"man at Ballan two nights ago. 
his: wife are living 
Pog eek: 


{ 


the administrative functions of this coun- 
try. 

Mr. Yares.—And they do not forget 
they are colonels, either. 

Mr. McGRATH.—We set out to beat 
the German military spirit, but if we are 
not careful we shall create the same 
spirit in Australia. I know that 
every lad who comes back honestly be 


- lieves that something will be done for 
him. That is the generally accepted idea. 
And yet, Class A men are coming back - 


Bc, four or five years’ experience of 
_ war—men who have been in several 
“‘hops-over’’ in Gallipoli and France— 
to find that, after a month or two, they 
are to be finalized, and told to get back 


There is industrial unrest in this 
During the war wages increased 26 per 
-cent., but the cost of living for food alone 
“gone up 54° per cent.,. so that 
earning power has actually ’ decreased. 
‘Men are coming back with one arm 
‘of to find that they are to get a 
“pension of 25s. per week. And the 
Minister for Repatriation says to them, 
4 You are finalized.” Finalized! Kicked 
out into the street on a pension of 25s. 
The man with one leg is in 
the same position. I know of an in- 
 eapacitated man and his wife: who get 
45s. per week between them. I would 
sooner be dead and buried a thousand 


times than be obliged to live on that 
amount of sustenance, denied as that man_, 
must be, the enjoyment of arly sport and 
_ participation in the every-day affairs of 


life with other men; living, in fact, in 
_ poverty and misery Be 45s. per week. 


Sir Roserr Bust.—Did 208 say he was 
~ totally incapacitated ? 


Mr. McocGRATH. —Yes; I met that 
He and 
there on 45s. per 
In my capacity as president of 
our branch of the Returned Soldiers 
Institute, and by reason of the fact that 
it is known I was with them at the 
I meet dozens of boys. I 


His 
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You never heard of any mere 
private getting anysjob worth having in 


_returned soldiers. 
-the sustenance lst in Ballarat for six 
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mother, who was. with him, prayed 
that I might be able t® get him some 
work to do, as his pension was 


just enough to enable him to walk the 
streets and become an absolute loafer. 

Sir Roserr Brst.—But there is voca- 
tional training for cases like that. 

Mr. McGRATH.—One would have 
thought that, after four or five years of 
war, some big scheme would have been 
devised for the proper treatment of our 
I have had men on 


months waiting for vocational ‘training. 
We are doing our very best by these dila- 
tory methods to prevent these boys from 
becoming good citizens. Our sheme of 
vocational training is only a baby affair. 
It is not half big enough. Provision has 
only been made for a few cases. : 

Sir Roserr Brst.—The Department — 
say they have provided for 17,000 men, 
and that 4,000 have been trained. 

Mr. McGRATH. —The training they 


have received is not very much. We are 


not going to turn out fitters and turners or 


motor mechanics in six months, with all — 
the limitations and restrictions upon the — 

scheme. It is not too much to say that 
every lad who has been abroad should, — 
upon his return, have an opportunity to 
undergo some course of training to make 
him a carpenter, blacksmith, motor 


mechanic, electric wirer, turner, or fitter, 


or to qualify him for whatever calling 
he may have a lking for. These oppor-. 
tunities should not be confined to the 
medically unfit. 

Sir Rosperrt Brest.—They are ‘not. The 
Minister says that every one up to the age 
of twenty-oe years has an aa 
for training. 


Mr, McGRATH=—yYes. He means all 


those who ought never to have gone to the 


war; the lads who enlisted before they — 
reached the age of twenty-one years. Itis — 
true they can get vocational training 
whether they are in Class A or not; but 
I am speaking of the great bulk of the 
men who enlisted over the age of twenty- — 
one years, and I say that a man who, 
‘prior to enlistment, was a miner, and re- 
turns ‘‘ Class <A,’’ gets no vacational 
training from the Deepens, no matter 


~ of a returned soldier 


men. 
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how good his credentials may be. on 
the offite of the Repatriation Depart- 


ment to-day there is nothing but 
muddle Jeading to delay, and _ the 
_men are getting absoluisy sick. I know 


who brought his 
girl from London. He applied for £35 
worth of furniture, but his 
tion has been hung up for weeks because 
of the system of centralization. I con- 
tend that the local committee ought to 
_ have had power to give that returned sol- 
dier the £35 worth of furniture two days 
after he ‘applied. for it. But it appears 
that everything must be sent on to Mel- 


bourne, where it is handled by the mili- 
tary authorities in the usual military 
manner. ; 


Then we boast about giving men sus- 
tenance while on the land. But if land 
' is not productive for a few months after 
allotment, the miserable £1 per week 
offered to the soldier settlers cannot be 
called sustenance. It is impossible for 
such men to keep on the land. I read in 


to-day’s paper that the Government of. 


Western Australia are paying 9s. per day 
sustenance to men who take up land in 
that State. We ought to see that they 
are not paid less by the Repatriation De- 
partment. I know of a young man who 
gets a pension of 17s. 6d. per week. He 
is @ man with a record for one of the 
most brilliant deeds on the battlefields of 
Flanders, for which he was awarded the 
Military Cross. He was a school teacher, 
but his health having been broken, he 
was not able to stand the strain of teach- 
ing children. He was lucky enough to 
get a block of land at Sutton Park, and 
now he is getting a pension of 17s. 6d. 
per week, upon which sum he is supposed 
to be able to work the farm, and make it 
profitable. I say we are going the right 
way to make failure a certainty for such 
It is an impossibility for them to 
be successful in such circumstances. 

Mr. Cuariton.—They have no incen- 
tive to do anything. 


“Mr. McGRATH.—tThat is the manner - 


in which they are being treated to-day. 
And so it is with every phase of the re- 
patriation scheme—all muddle and delay 
and centralization in Melbourne. The 
‘pensions system must be revised, for we 
ey take it for Mee that the return- 
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applica- i me 
“mises made to the men ought to be ful si a 


- time. — 


‘for better food. The stuff that we were get-— ; 
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conditions ‘‘ lying dawn.” They do not — 
wish to threaten- the community. Their 
association is a non-party one; but Wor a 
must make no mistake, for it is going to 
be a political association. The pension = 
of 30s. was fixed at a time when the cost 
of living had not increased, and the pro- — 


filled in the spirit. 

Mr. Tupor.—The newspapers all said 
that the pension was to be raised to ae 
per week. Fee 

Mr. McGRATH.—That is so. Who 2 
paid for the cost of the paper that was 
issued on this matter? ee 

Mr. Tupor.—It was issued by the Go-- te 
vernment in London. gue 

Mr. McGRATH.—And it was filled 3 
with glowing promises of what was-to be 
done for the boys. So far as I am con- | 
cerned, this session will not proceed very 
far before there is some alteration made 
regarding the treatment of our men. a ee ee 
want a pronouncement from the Govern- s 
ment that every soldier who desires shall 
receive vocational training; and in this 
regard there ought to be no Sxcoie te 
made, provided the men are healthy and 
fit. There are, of course, some in such 
a state of health that it would be fede 
to send them to learn any trade, and such — 
men ought to be in receipt of a full, a as 
sion without working. gg 

There is another matter that requires le 
urgent attention. I received a letter to- 
day from a young boy who enlisted at 
the age of seventeen, and after four 
years’ service in Gallipoli and in France 
he wag absent without leave for a short 
For thig offence he was sentenced 
to twelve months’ imprisonment in the 
military compound in France, and in a = 
letter to his mother he says— . 

You know that I got twelve months’ Hard: 
labour last Christmas. Well, I was sent pe aA 


to do it in a military prison. After I had ~ ae 
been there about six weeks, there was a strike 


ting would just keep one alive. There were | 
400 odd in the prison, and we were all to- 
gether until the governor of the prison read 
the Riot. Act out to us, and all but ninety-seven 
of us gave in to them; so we were court _mar-) 
tialled and I got ten years out of it, others “E 
got thirteen years, and so on. : 


That was the treatment meted One: t a 
bit of a aoe wee enlisted at the ee of 


\ iter! “The letter, qT wel say, is 
\dated from the Park House- prison, in 
| the Isle of Wight. Our returned men 

~ will not be worthy of the name of Aus- 

' tralian soldiers if they rest until every 
_ one of these boys is released and sent to 
_his loved ones in Australia. During last 
Pe Son, I kept very quiet on the question 
of their treatment. 
the position was critical, Germany being 
© Gkoly to capture Paris, and I did not 
utter one word to discourage any one 


_ free to speak the truth; and I know 
what these compounds are, and for what 
trivial. offences the boys are thrown into 
=~ them. . When the British ‘‘ Tommy ’’ 
gets one or two stripes on his arm, and 
has Australian boys under him, they are 
treated with very little Sonsiderbon: 
_ The life these men have-to lead in the 
* compound is beyond description, and I 
— can well understand their revolting. IL 
have known some of these prisoners, in 
_ the middle of winter, to have only a 
_ sack as~ their clothing, and they have 
been made to sleep without blankets, and 
~~ awakened in the morning with a bucket 
at cold water thrown over them. ‘The 
very characteristics that made this boy 
' of whom I am speaking absent himself 
_ without leave, are those born of a love of 


_ freedom—of the spirit that made him the 


- gallant soldier he was. These men see 
that the officers get about ten times as 
much leave as they do, and this causes 
them to break out sometimes ; and the 
case of this boy is typical of many who 
are doing eight, ten, and thirteen years 
in gaol. There should not be the slightest 
delay onthe part of the Government in 
‘bringing these boys back to Australia, 
and, if they are offenders, having them 
tried by the civil power in this country. 
The honorable member for Adelaide (ex- 
Gunner Yates) was tried by court martial 
here. Had he been tried by the French 
ss :  aaiiteay authorities he would have had 
some semblance of fair treatment. In a 
similar trial in France one of the mem- 
bers of the Court would be a man of his 
own rank; but that was not so when he 
: ae tried in Australia. The Navy affords 
an illustration of how our men are 


When I returned, 


from enlisting. To-night, however, I am- 


treated. I have received a letter from 
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coe ae tsar. Be : 
the - conditions on that vessel; and my 
correspondent tells me that this is not 
really an Australian Navy, because 80 


‘per cent. of those on board are what he 


describes-as ‘‘ Pommies.’ 
letter— 


He says in his 


Cablegram reports that the Acting Minister 
for the Navy has stated that the Government 
was confronted with a serious. problem re- 
garding the manning of the Navy, in spite 
of the £25 gratuity, men had refused to sign 
on for farther period. Now, sir, there are . 
several reasons why men will not renew their 
contract :— pes 

(1) The Australian Navy is controlled and 
“‘bossed ”’ on exactly the same principles as 
the British Navy? The same snobbery exists 
between officers and men, and the same injus- 
tice meted out. 

(2) The food is ied and we have no of mekhod 
of improving same other than Stating a per- 
sonal complaint, which results in complainant 
being “run in” for inciting a mutiny. 
~ (3) Because officers are: “allowed wine bills, — 
and indulge in drunken orgies, whilst the men ~ 
forward are debarred from drink altogether, — 
this being a teetotal navy. Where does the 
teetotal part come in? One end of the ship 
being “ wet,” and the other end “ dry,’ and 
dry as a bone, at that. 

Another reason w hy is:—Australians being 
in the minority, they are merely tolerated 
aboard their own ship. If an Australian and 
a “Pommy” are brought up on any trivial 
offence, the Australian gets the worst of it, to” 


“ce 


the great satisfaction of the “poms” in gene-— 
ral. 
Now, in view of these reasons, can you 


wonder why people refuse to continue with a 
“naval career’? : s 


The time has arrived when we should 
have an Australian Navy officered by 
Australians. For a long time in the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force every good position 
was given to somebody from abroad, who 
knew nothing more than did our own 
officers about the war. This war was 
waged under conditions different from 
those of any other war, and our men aud 
officers were there just as long, and knew 
just as much, as did the officers and.men 
of any other army. In the Navy there is 
a similar state of affairs. We are ever-— 
lastingly bringing officers from the Old 
Country as experts and instructors, al- 
though we have as good men here as in 
any other part of the world. We shall 
have a satisfied Navy when we have offi- 
cers in charge who understand * Aus- 
tralians and how to treat them. Only. 
the other day some boys on a war vessel 
in Australia were given most ferocious: 


10088 Supply Bill 


sentences. Did we not enter the war to 
fight for freedom? Has this war, after 
all, been just a gigantic fraud? We set 
officers to try these offenders, 
officers are the last people in the world 
who should be trusted with such a duty. 
All offenders of the kind ought to be tried 
by the civil Courts, and there is a big 
difference between a trial by court-mar- 
- tial and one in an ordinary Court. 
Mr. Yares.—There is a man serving a 
term of two years in Darlinghurst to-day 
because he got drunk on his way to Aus- 
tralia. I have been informed that as this 
case has already been gone into the sen- 
tence cannot be altered. 

Mr. McGRATH.—I certainly think 
that these are matters which claim the 
early and serious attention of this Parlia- 
ment. There is the matter mentioned by 
the honorable member for Melbourne 
Ports (Mr. Mathews). Since the armis- 
tice men have been thrown into gaol with- 
out trial. No one knows who made the 
charges against Freeman, or what the 
charges were, and it was only by adopting 
the extreme course of refusing to take 
food that he compelled the Government to 
consent to his being placed in one of the 
gaols. Such occurrences as these ought 
not to be tolerated, and if we on this 
side, though small in. numbers, do our 
duty, there will be mightly little business 
done in this House until there has been 
inquiry made into all these cases, and the 
boys brought back to Australia. 


People talk about ‘‘ patriotism,’’ but I 
am beginning to almost hate the word. 
There was a case in which land was of- 
fered to the Closer Settlement Board by 
ailady at £8 an acre, but that land she 
sold to a private person at £6 10s. 
the Board stepped in and told the pur- 
chaser that the land was under option to 
the Board for a month he said that he 
did not know a soldier desired to have it. 
The owner gave another option to the 
Board, but not at £6 10s. ; her price was 


Loe pad the Board baer £7, and the 


sold: to ‘this 


land was subsequently i 
There is no 


“patriot ’’’ for £6 10s. 
doubt that the word ‘‘ patriotism’’ is 
being very much abused to-day. I leave 
all these questions in the hands of the 
Government, and I believe that, not only 
on this side, but opposite, there. are hon- 
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orable members who will not be satisfied st 


with an explanation, but will insist on a 


‘thorough revision of the methods of the ~ 


Government and the treatment given ge a 


returned soldiers. 


Mr. WEST (East Sydney) r9. 27] te 
is awful to think that so little interest is 
taken 
questions of public finance, although the 
finances are the most important topic 
with which we are called upon to deal. 
The Government have brought down pro- 


posals for Supply, and yet they leave the © 
. House absolutely in the dark as to the. 


possibility of raising the necessary re- 
venue. . Australia at the present time is 


accumulating debts, and those at the head — 


of affairs are simply raking in whatever 
they can get hold of, while making no 
provision to meet their responsibilities. 


If a private firm carried on its business in — 


this way it would be hable to a criminal 
prosecution—and, indeed, I think the Go- 


vernment are deserving of a prosecution 


of the kind for their gross disregard of 
their financial responsibilities. When 
the Commonwealth Parliament was es- 
tablished one result expected was the 
consolidation of the debts of Australia. 


Yet for nearly seven months this Parlia- 


ment has not been in session, although 
there were most urgent measures await- 
ing to. be dealt with. We on this side 
were thirsting to serve our country, but 


honorable members opposite seem to have 
only one ambition—to become members — 


salaries, 


devil. 


of Parliament, draw. their 
and let the country go to the 


I have tried to find out what they are 


sent here for, but I cannot find a member 


‘on the Government side who is prepared _ 
to offer any proposals that will help to 


get us out of the present difficulty. | 
When Federation was brought about it 


was believed that one of ae most im- 
portant things with which the National 
Parliament would deal was the consolida- 


tion of the State debts, but nothing has” 


been done; and a few months ago, when ~~ 


loans were falling due in New South 


Wales and other States, no attempt was — 


made to meet the liabilities. Of course, 
the party in power in most of the State 


- Parliaments is in sympathy with the 
party now in power in the Australian’ . 


y this National. Parliament in 


. 
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ae but that will be Piercd at 


\these anomalies, I hope, will be removed. 
i ame of the States are actually paying 
63 per cent. for the renewal loans floated 
ea) ist year or this, because the interest is 


unc some at less than that. However, no 
honorable member opposite seems to be 
n> at all concerned. Our children will curse 


a neglected to make Provisian to meet these 
2 ae responsibilities. hs 


-. The Government have proposed a 
graduated scale to reduce the proportion 
; of the Customs and Excise duties now 
paid to the States. At the time of the 
expiry of the Braddon section of the Con- 


stitution, the Labour party took the view 
a -that the 25s, per capita should be paid 


to the States for ten years only as a sort 
+ of compromise. 
party which is now in power in this Par- 
liament, wanted the payment of the 25s. 
per capita to be made perpetual, but the 
country returned our party -with _a 


then was that at the end of the ten-year 
period the whole of the Customs and Ex- 
cise duties should go to the Common- 
+ wealth. That is the authority which 
should have it. It is sound financing, be- 
- eause the Commonwealth Parliament im- 
poses the duties, either to raise revenue 
or to encourage local industries, and 
should be free to frame its balance-sheet 
to meet its own requirements. Under the 
present system the States have to receive 
a share of this revenue, and some of them 
have even put on super-taxes, while still 
expecting the Commonwealth Govern- 
~ ment to allow them to receive a share of 
-_ the Customs and Excise revenue. When 
; 
* 


Federation was brought about, the State 
Governments should have begun to set 
_ their houses in order instead of keeping 
© up their enormous expenditures. We are 

~ the laughing-stock of the outside world, 
with our fourteen Houses of Parliament, 
_ seven Governments, and seven Agents- 
General, with all their trimmings and 
Be 0 parapher nalia. We have one Parliament 
ite tb pass a law, and a second: Parliament 
= on the other fellow that he shall not 


: [2s Tonw, 1919. ae 


\the next election, and a good many of | 


4 per cent. and ‘they were floated at 98, 


the men in Parliament in these times who 
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wonder what A are made of, — 
and waether they understand what De- 


care of the Canadian boxer Burns, who — 
met the coloured fighter Johnson in a 
contest in Australia. Burns’ only quali- — on 
fication was that he was a little fellow — 
and could stand a lot of hammering. — The 
people of Australia can stand a big lot of — 
hammering without any feeling of resent- — 
ment. The various State Governments 2 
are making a clamour because the Com 
monwealth Government proposes to take 
away from them part of the Customs and ~ 
Excise duties. The people always ex- — 
pected that they would be taken away. Bo 
I took as active a part as anybody in the _ 
advocacy of -Federation, and all. those eh 
working with me shared my opinion that — 
duties of Customs and Excise should go 
to the Commonwealth Government, bes | . 
cause the Government that raises the re-_ 
venue should have the responsibility of 
spending it. 


This erere nent cannot last mice 
longer, thank God; but I do hope that 
even in their dying hours they will make | 
some attempt to deal with the question : 
of the consolidation of our debts. They 
do not seem to take any interest im th 
matter of arranging loans when they fal 
due. Whatever the State Governments 
do in raising loans must affect the finan- 
cial position of the whole of Australia, — 
and any wrong action on their. part must 
prejudice the credit of Australia. It has S 
been difficult to find money, except at ex-— 
traordinary interest, for some of the State — 
loans floated recently, Honorable mem- | 
hers-should remember that for all loans — 
raised outside of Australia the interest — 
has to come from the wealth of Aus- 
tralia. It is sent abroad, and we get — 
nothing for it. That’ means impoverish- — 
ing the country, whereas when loans are — 
raised within Australia, the interest is re- — 
ceived by the people of Australia, The 
money simply goes out of the Treasury — 
into the packets of the people for them to 
spend next day. If a consolidation pro- — 
posal were put forward, much of the — 
money required could be ‘found in Aus- 
tralia. The Government discovered during 


igen eri eae 
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the war that enormous ‘sums could be 
raised locally. If we must have tax- 
eaters, at least they should be in Aus- 


‘tralia, and not abroad. This question 
ought to exercise the mind of every hon- 


erable member, but no interest appears — 


to be taken in it. Some members are 
‘snoozing on the Ministerial benches, and 
others are outside the Chamber. 


I have received a booklet which bears 
‘the Government imprint, and deals with 
_ the appointment of a Commission to 
' manage the debts of the Empire. [It 
puts me in mind of an agreement which 
T was once asked to sign by a man for 
whom I undertook a contract. 
of mine warned me that it was too long. 
He advised me never to sign a long agree- 
ment, because it was always contradic- 
‘tory. He said that if I siened it, I 
would find myself under the thumb of the 
other man. ‘This proposal. absolutely 
takes away from Parliament the control 
of its debts. It has not yet been ex- 
plained by anybody on the other side, 
and at present appears to.me a very dan- 
gerous document. The Japanese Govern- 
ment have certainly shown a point to our 
Government, if they are prepared to 
agree to a document of this sort, because 
there is nothing to prevent the Govern- 
ment of Japan from taking up a few 
million pounds worth of Australian stock, 
and drawing the interest in Japan. Mem- 
bers opposite evidently do not know that, 
and probably have not read the proposal. 
There is nothing in it to prevent our 
‘stock being carted all over the world. I 
am sure that no Australian wants that to 
happen. I do not believe in consolidat- 


ing the debts of the whole Empire. We 


ought to manage our own debts, and re- 
duce our indebtedness, while the interest 
on all our loans, or on as many of them 
as possible, should be paid to the Aus- 
tralian people. The Government should 
wake up and realize the serious financial 
situation. We are expecting this year 
an enormously heavy revenue. We have 
a revenue of about £39,000,000; but 
if we examine all our responsibilities 
we shall find that we are about 
-£11,000,000 short. _We should begin to 
‘set our house in order. Two years ago I 
pointed out that one of the responsibilities 
Mr. West. 
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A friend . 
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Pay 
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of the Government must be to prepare for 
peace. I told them that the problems — 
which peace would bring would be — 
as great and difficult as those arising 
from the war; yet nothing has been done. — 
How can we wonder, then, at the general — 
discontent? Who is breeding this dis- 
content? Not the people outside, who are | 
rightly complaining, but those in political 

oftice who should have made ready ade 
quate relief against the time when the ~ : 
problem was bound to arise, namely, at 
the end of the war. There must be some 
causes leading to all this dissatisfaction. 
A community is not discontented merely 
because it loves the country in which it 
lives, but because of some fear of a 
calamity such as starvation. When feel- - 
ings lke those are aroused, they animate 
attempts to bring under notice the urgent 
necessity for Government action; but 
day after day nothing is done. Members 
of Parliament find themselves at the four 
corners of the Commonwealth instead of 
being called together to assist in carrying 
relief measures, and in facing the press- _ 
ing problems of the day. It is only — 
playing with the whole subject to take one — ota 
man away from a job and put a returned ae 
soldier in his place. What are the Go- — 
vernment doing towards making Aus- 
tralia self-contained? The whole country 
seems to be going “on the drunk,” and 
honorable members opposite seem to be 
assisting towards that end instead of try-_ 
ing to secure some amelioration. The 
national drift is very serious. There 
must be a limitation to the raising of 
loans. It appears to me, indeed, that — 
certain parties in the community who ye 
have put so much money into recent 
loans can only have been in a position ~ 
to do so by fleecing the people. In Great 
Britain the people can never get anything 
done without a riot or a bloody revolution, 
Then, when it reaches that stage, Parlia-— 
ment begins to“ get a move on.” This 
Parliament requires a revolution to 
awaken it to its sense of responsibility. 
The Government and their supporters — 
are aware of seething discontent from 
one end of Australia to the other. Wha’ 
do they do? They call people all 
manner of names, from “ Grasshoppers 
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a os 
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hurling names? Supporters of the Go- 
_\vernment have been away from this build- 

ing for six or seven months, and they 
~  eome back like a lot of dumb dogs, with 
__muzzles over their mouths. The only hope 
_ Jean see of reviving interest. among them 
in public affairs would be to fling a book 
-at Mr. Speaker, or to wake up this 
- House in some similar way. I am 
here to represent the industrial. masses 
* of Australia, and I have to try to look 
=. -after those who need help. Honorable 
members like the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) can look after 
themselves. 
his life, and, very ‘likely, at the expense 
eof somebody else; because one cannot 
-ereate ‘wealth save at the expense of 
-. others. I shall endeavour at every op- 
"portunity to instil into the supposed 
__ representatives of the people on the Go- 
vernment benches their heavy responsi- 
_ bilities in connexion. with the financial 
position of Australia. 


J desire now to refer briefly to- one 
phase of the influenza epidemic in 
ae Sydney. There have been certain work- 
arg ing. men who, in following their occupa- 
= {10n a8 Government employees, have had 
~ to go on board mail steamers and 
transports and men-of-war in Sydney 
- Harbor. They have done so under official 
instruction, with the result that numbers 
of them have been stricken with the 
“flu,” and have died. In most of these 
cases domestic relief has been urgently 
necessary. It was in the public interest 
that those men boarded the infected ships. 
The Government would be well advised, 
-_ therefore,-to grant pensions to the widows 
and children of those tnfortunates who 
have lost their lives. There would be no 
precedent created if the Government 
were to take such action, remembering, 
as one does, the pension granted by Act 
of Parliament last year to the Federal 


TEMPORARY ~ CHAIRMAN 
‘Seana Order! The honor- 


ree desire to block the ‘passage “of 
ny, Coa _ The statement of the 
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- single industry has been established. 1 


one substantial industry created and fos. 


He has been able to do so all. 
spinning at Port Kembla. 


what they used to be. 


- vigorous industrial policy. 


but thousands: of our returned soldiers — 


(No. 1) 1919-1920. 


eAoling Prime Minister (Mtr. 
day was very disappointing to me. 
men are returning from the war eve: 
day. When they were departing fro 
these shores the Government sait, ey 
is the time to foster Australian industriogs : 
and make the country self-contained.’’”™ 


the efforts of the Government. | 
honorable members opposite to point to — 


tered for the purpose of providing em-— 
ployment and support for our returning te 
soldiers. 


Mr. Heoror  Lamonp.—The wire Be 


Mr. RILEY—I doubt if that wi Be 
support very many men. The war 
having terminated sooner than we had 
anticipated, the Government found them. 
selves at the end of last year in possessi 
of large sums of money which had been _ 
raised “for war purposes. The Treasurer 
told us this afternoon that as the men — 
came back they were paid off, so that o 
outgoings in that direction also are not 
I contend thai 
all the unexpended moneys raised for w 
purposes should now be devoted to the 
work of repatriation. The finding o 
work for the men who come back shou 
be regarded as part and parcel of our 
war expenditure, and these unexpended 
war balances should be used in providi 
employment for our men by the esta 
lishment of new industries. -In t 
Ministerial statement as submitted to u 
this afternoon, however, there is not one 
solitary proposal in the direction of a 2 


Mr. Preorr. 
settlement ! e 
Mr. RILEY.—That is afl very well for “s 
those who may desire to go on the land, 


— £23,000,000 for land ag 


wish to take up other callings which they 
were following before the war. The Go- 
ES should have come forward with . 

a strong, vigorous policy to provide em- ~ 
ployment for our men on reproductive _ 
works. As many honorable members have — 
been travelling all-night, I ask leave to ~ 
continue my remarks at a later Shai ; 


Progress cee: 


. 
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ADJ OURNMENDT. eee ment to place the opinion of the Crown 
Copper InNpusrRy: ResumeTION OF Law Officer in the possession of 


Orrrations at Mount MorcGan AND 
oTueR CopPpeR CENTRES—REFUSAL OF 
_ Invatip Pension. 
Motion (by Mr. Warr) proposed—_ 
; That the House do now adjourn. 
_ Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [10.4].—l 
am sure that the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt), and honorable members 
generally, will be glad to know that, as 
a result of interviews which Mr. Ryan, 
the Premier of Queensland, and I myself 
have ‘had with the board of directors of 
the Mount Morgan Company, the presi- 
dent and secretary of the Trades Hall, 
and officers of the. Seamen’s Union, the 
directors of the company are making ar- 
rangements to re-open the mine on Mon- 
‘day next. This will be glorious news for 
the 12,000 persons who are dependent 
upon the operations of the mine for a 
livelihood. I feel that the directors have 
met Mr. Ryan and myself in a very fair 
spirit, and that we have reason to be 
grateful to the officers of the Trades Hall 
Council and the Seamen’s Union for havy- 
ing brought about such a happy settle- 
ment. ; 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[10.5 ].—I should like the Government to 
place in possession of the~ House the 
opinion of the Crown Law Officer whick 
led to the denial of a pension in the cir- 
cumstances stated this afternoon by the 
honorable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
Wallace). 
‘pension had been refused to a resident of 
Sydney who was incapacitated while fol- 
lowing his calling as a seaman at Fiji, 
the refusal being based upon the opinion 
‘of a Crown Law Officer that the Act as it 
stands does not apply to Australian citi- 
zens in such circumstances. I have ex- 
amined the Act 


Mr. Tupor.—lIt is quite specific on the 


point. I have looked it up. 

“Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I do not 
think it is. It provides that a person 
to whom a pension is granted shall be a 
resident of Australia; not that he shall 
be resident here when he suffers the in- 
jury in respect of which the claim is 
made. At all events, I ask the Govern- 


4 


‘the same satisfaction that he has ex- 


It was stated by him that a = 


House. ef aes? 
Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [10:7].—I did 

not hear the speech to which the honor- — 
able member for Illawarra (Mr. Lamond) — 
has referred, but my legal friend and col- 
league the Assistant Minister for Defence = 
(Mr. Wise) is familiar with the case, and — 
I shall avail-myself of an opportunity to ~ 
confer with him upon it. aie 
I heard with very great pleasure about 
half-an-hour ago of the settlement of the 
Mount Mergan difficulty to which the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) has referred, and hailed it with 


~ 
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pressed. The Government are now de- 
liberating on measures that may induce 
similar action in some other important © 
copper-raising centres. - Although the 
circumstances of the different mines vary, 
and the resources of the mining COMP Hct sae 
panies are not in any way equal to those 
of the Mount Morgan Company,* we are \o. ee 
hopeful that the stoppage of production 
will be prevented in the near future. = 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

House adjourned at 10.8 p.m. 
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‘Thursday, 26 June, 1919. 
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The Presipent (Senator the Hon. T. a 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and. 
read prayers. Se 


Bes 


BLM.A.S. AUSTRALIA. . 
Senrences ror Breacuxs or DiscrpLtine. 


Senator GARDINER.—I ask the Min- 
ister representing the Minister for the — 
Navy if his attention has been drawn to — 
the savage sentences imposed upon cer- 
tain men on board H.M.A.S. Australia 
for breaches of discipline? ; eae 
Senator RUSSELL.—I understand 
that the question is already on the-notice- _ 
paper. . “yes a 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 


the notice- “paper because I disallowed: the 
word “savage,” on the ground that it was 
. comment. 

~ ‘to me’that he would prefer that the ques- 

s tion should not appear on the notice- 

paper to. having it appear in_ the 
way I proposed. Consequently, it is in 
accordance with the honorable senator’s 
wishes that his question does not appear 
onthe paper. I regret that the honorable 
senator has disregarded my ruling by re- 
peating his question without notice to- 
day in the form in which I took objec- 
tion to if. What is not permissible in 
a written notice of ‘a question is equally 
P. not permissible when the question is put 

_ without notice. 

‘Senator GARDINER—I may be 
allowed to explain that what I consider 
- is permissible is that I-should be allowed 

- to ask my question in my own way. When 
I wish you, sir, to explain how I should 


ask a question, I shall come and ask you. 


The PRESIDENT.—The Standing 
- .Orders lay down the~procedure in this 
| matter, which I am bound to follow. 
a. PAPERS. 


. The following papers were presented :— 


- Papua: Annual Report for the year 1917-18. 

_Sheepskins—Purchase by Imperial Govern- 
ment, Season 1917-18: Financial State- 
ment, Appraisement and Disposition State- 
ment, aud Fellmongering Account. 


PRIVY COUNCIL APPEAL CASES. 


Senator McDOUGALL.—I ask the 


- _ Jeader of the Senate whether his atten- 


___ tion has been drawn to the result of the 
recent cases heard before the Privy Coun- 
‘ cil in England, and, if so, have the Go- 
_ -yvernment considered. the advisability of 
/ so altering the Constitution that the High 
: - Court of Australia may be able to decide 
constitutional questions without 
e litigants having to go abroad for deci- 
pe, sions? .. 

¥ __ Senator Mirnien. —To what cases does 
pat the honorable senator allude? 

Senator McDOUGALL.—The cases 
ee “which ‘Mr. Ryan won recently in England. 
Senator MILLEN.—The 


ae _ « these 


= a [25 Toxs, » 1919.) 


aa rdineis Baestibn ae ae appear on. 


Senator Gardiner intimated 


rest assured on that point; but I am not 


_ representing the Prime ae 


the Navigation Bill will be proclaimed. 


honorable 


senator will recognise that his question is for the Navy, the Right Honorable Sir Joseph 


Appeal Cases. 


one Shia I cannot answer without noti 

but if he cares to give notice of it, I sh 

endeavour to secure an answer ae rhe 
FEDERAL CAPITAL, 


Senator PRATTEN.—I ask the Min 
ister representing the Prime Minister 
whether the Government have considered 
the question of the early continuation o 
the building of the Federal ies at 
Canberra? y 

Senator MILLEN. ae think it is al- 
most unnecessary to answer the question — 
whether the Government have considered — 
the matter. The honorable senator can 


in a position to-day to make any state-— 
ment on the question. * 

Senator PRATTEN.—Arising out of — 
the answer to my question, may T ask whe- 
ther, in addition to considering the mat- 
ter, ‘the Government view favorably the — 
early renewal of operations ? 

Senator MILLEN.—Having already 
informed the honorable senator that I am 
not to-day in a position to make a state- 
ment on the matter, I think he will s 
en his second question does not help 

im | 


NAVIGATION AOT. 


Senator GUTHRIE asked the Minister 


Up 
notice— . 

‘Does the Government propose to issue the 
proclamations necessary to’ bring into effect 
the provisions of the Commonwealth Naviga- — 
tion Act before introducing the amendments 
forecasted by the Ministerial statement made q 
on 25th June by Senator Millen? 


Senator MILLEN.—-No; but it EY 4 
hoped. shortly to announce the date when — 


MINISTERS IN LONDON. 
Cost or CoMMUNICATION. 


Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 
ister representing the Prime Minister, — 
upon notice— = 


What has been .the cost to the Common- — 
wealth for radiograms and cablegrams between 
the Commonwealth Government and (a@) the — 
Prime Minister, the Right Honorable William 
Morris Hughes, P.C., M.P.; (6). the Minister. — 
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‘Cook. PC. M.P.; 


Australian — 


orable George Foster Pearce, Minister for 
Defence, during their respective periods of 
absence from Australia? 


‘Senator MILLEN.—The information 
will be supplied in proper form if the 
honorable senator moves for a return, 
which, however, will take some time to 


compile. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
Senator PRaRCcE AND DEMOBILIZATION. 


‘Senator NEEDHAM asked the Acting 
Minister for Défence, wpon notice— 

1. What was the date of the departure of 
Senator Pearce, Minister for Defence, for Lon- 
don to act as Minister for Demobilization? 

2. How many members of the Australian Im- 
pe Force had returned to Australia at that 


date? 
3. How many were en route to’ Achy at 


that date? 


4. What was the date of the arrival in Lon- 
don of Senator Pearce as Minister for Demobi- 
lization? 

5. How many members of the ‘Acstralian Im- 
perial Force had returned, or were en route, 
to Australia, at that date? 


Senator RUSSELL.— The answers 
are -— 

1. 26th January, 1919. 

2. 96,854. 


3. 24,780, approximately. 

4, 19th March, 1919. 

5. Returned, 121,634; en route, 16,120; total, 
137,754. 


a aior NEEDHAM asked the Acting 


Minister for Defefice, upon notice— 


1. What was the cost to the Commonwealth 
of conveying the Minister for Defence and his 
wife and family to London? 

2. What was the cost to the Commonwealth 
of conveying 40 clerks from the Pay Branch of 
the Australian Imperial Force, Victoria Bar- 


racks, Melbourne, to London? 


3. What was the nature of the work these 40 
clerks were expected to perform in London? 
_ 4, Could not 40 members of the fighting ranks_ 
of the Australian Imperial Force, either abroad 
or who had returned to Australia, have been 
found competent to carry out this work? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The .~ answers 
are -— 
Ly t275, 
2. The number is 27, not 40. Cost £775. 


3. To investigate and reconcile, by means of 


data prepared by and carried with them, dis- 


crepancies inevitable under war conditions be- 


tween active pay, allotment, and separation 
allowance records in Australia, and similar re- 


cords of the Pay Offices abroad, which dis- 
ceepan cies. would otherwise have caused heavy 
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losses to the eer aene hard s 4a 4he2 


and (c) Senator the Hon- 
soldier and his dependants, and seriously de ; 2 


"were carried over by the Government. 


— _ if I laid the paper on the table. oe 


lation to one or more of them? 


AS, 


Imperial Force. ena: 


layed final payments upon discharge. 

4. The number is not 40, but 27. A ees | 
proportion of the number are either returned 
soldiers, or persons medically unfit for ack. Ge eae 
ing. The selections were necessarily confined — 
to those who had been employed for many ~ 
months on the intricate work of preparation. 


WHEAT POOL = 9 
CorNSACKS. | ae 


Senator LYNCH asked the ioe 
representing the Minister for Trade and 
Customs, upon nolice— | 

di What sized parcel of cornsacks was carried 
over from last year, and in the hamds>of the 
Government? «< 

2. How was such parcel disposed of? 

3. What were the conditions. Boveriane its 
disposal? 


Senator 
are— et 
1. Approximately 30,561 bales of cornsacks Seg 

Be 83 eerie 
these approximately 3,337 bales had arrived ~~ 
at the end of last year. About 9,000 bales are e a 
to be shipped in July, August, and September — ae 

next. aoe 

2. By the acceptance of offers received from 
eae traders in cornsacks. 

. The ordinary conditions of trade, 


- 


‘answer 5 


RUSSELL. —The 


SHEEP DIPS. 
Prouisition oF ImMporrTaTION. 9 

Senator KEATING asked the Minister ay : 
representing the Minister for Trade and — 
Customs, upon notice— 

1. Is there a prohibition in force against the 
importation into the Commonwealth of sheep 
dips? jaa 
2. If so, under what authority? Sanaa 

e: Upon what grounds? - : 

. If intended for the protection of local 
tea Same is the like system applied to 
any (and what) other classes of goods? 

5. Is there any special reason or reasons for Y 
this exceptional form of protection? : es 

Senator RUSSELL.—The answers i ah 
the honorable senator’s question are very  _— 
lengthy, and perhaps it would be better, ea 


Senator Kratrne.—May I ask whether y 
the reply is bunched for the five questions, 
or whether the lengthy part of it is in re- 
If some — 
of them are answered succinctly the Mini : 
ster might give those answers, and as re- 
gards the others the statement ge be 
laid on the table. | : 


= ie tions are answered briefly. : 
* Senator KnatinG.—Will the answers to 
one — ne questions appear in Hansard? 
/ The PRESIDENT.—Nothing will ap- 
~ pear in Hansard that is not read. 
Senator Kearmye.—As these are rather 
important questions, the answers to which 
should, I think, appear in Hansard, I 
oS hope that the document will be read.., — 
: The PRESIDENT.—The rule eS: 
* ing Hansard is that it must be a correct 
record of everything that it said and done 
- inthe Senate. If the answers to the hon- 
— orable senator’s questions are not read, 
they will not appear in Hansard. — 
Senator Kuatrine.—Then, siz, ‘I ask 
that the answers to my question be read. 


ee Senator BUCO C ae answers are 
=. as follow :— 

ae 1p Vessco. . 

--_--&. Seetion 52 of the Customs Act 1901-1916. 


, 


3. The circumstances under which the prohi- 
Lipa of se aS became necessary were as 
- follows:— 

Towards the aan of 1917, owing to the 
lack of shipping facilities, the “position 
with regard to the supply of sheep dip was 
becoming acute, and the wool producing 
interests which were dependent on supplies 
of dip from overseas were threatened with 
_. serious loss 
_ Senator Garpiner.— I rise to a point 
_.. of order. I ask your ruling, sir, as to 
- whether the Acting Minister for Defence 
(Senator Russell) is not transgressing our 
Standing Orders by supplying, not merely 
answers to questions, but reasons also. 
‘The PRESIDENT.— Whilst the Acting 
Minister has not progressed sufficiently 
far in his reply to enable me to form a 
very mature judgment on the matter, it 
- does seem to me that the objection raised 
by Senator Gardiner is well founded. 
The rule that applies to the asking of 
questions applies equally to the answering 
of them. The answers to questions 
should merely give information, and 
should not contain any arguments or 
comments. Consequently, I rule that the 
reply of the Acting Minister for Defence 
ig out of order. In so ruling, -however, 
I world point out that there is nothing 
oto. pore the honoranig gentleman 


. EP eantor RUSSELL, Eo a the ques- 


questioning your ruling, sir, which, if 


Senator Mrnuen.— Without in any» 


may say so, I quite indorse, I wou 
invite your attention to the fact th 
honorable . senators frequently 
Ministers in a most awkward position 
reason of the way in which their qui 
tions are framed. For example, the p: 
ticular question which has given rise - 
this discussion — asks ‘upon wha 
grounds ’’ certain action has been taken. 
The Minister is thus placed in the posi- 
tion either of laying himself open to ¢ 
charge of discourtesy by declining to giv 
the information desired, or of transgr 
sing the Standing Orders in the wa 
that you have pointed out. : 
The PRESIDENT.—The proper course. 
is: for the Minister to lay the paper on 
the table of the Senate. 
Senator Gururiz.—May I point out in 
regard to question No, 1 
The PRESIDENT.—The 
senator’ must resume his seat, 
Senator Gururie.—I am only asking 
for information. 
The PRESIDENT.=The honorable 
senator is not entitled to do that. Ther 
can be no debate at this stage unless m 
ruling is challenged. 
Senator GuTHrin.—Suppose that I 
it in this way—— ae 
‘The PRESIDENT.—Order! The hae 
orable senator is not entitled to do that 
The only question which can be put aris 
ing out of an answer is a sales with: 
out notice. 
Senator Gurnriz.—Well, I want 
The PRESIDENT —Order! The hon 
orable senator must resume his se 
Unless he is about to challenge my ruling: 
he must resume his seat. 
Senator GUTHRIE. —I am ere doing . 
that. 5 
The PRESIDENT. —Then the honor. 
able senator is not entitled to make any — 
remarks. 
Senator GUTHRIE. a think, sir, th 
you have placed an absolutely ‘wrong 
construction upon my meaning. It is my 
intention 
The PRESIDENT.—Order! Will th 
honorable senator resume his seat. It 
does not matter what are his intentions. 
They may be the most admirable in the 
world, but he is nevertheless out of order. 


honoceee 


we 
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Senator Keratine.—I understand that 
_ the Acting Minister for Defence will lay 
the paper on the table of the Senate at 
the proper time. ae 

‘The PRESIDENT.—The honorable 
gentleman may lay the paper on the table 
at any time. 


OIL. 
DEVELOPMENT OF RESOURCES. 


Senator KEATING asked the Minister 
representing the Treasurer, wpon notice— 


1. In connexion with proposals for the de- 
velopment of the petroleum and other oil re- 
sources of the Commonwealth, how many ap- 
plications have been made to the Treasurer 
during the financial years 1914-1919 for per- 
mission to form companies or raise capital? 

2. How many of such applications have been 
refused? - Sy 

3. How many have been granted or aré under 
eonsideration? 


Senator MILLEN .—The answers are— 


1, Twenty-six. 

2. Twelve. 

3. Fourteen. 

(The above refers to the applications made 
since 26th-January, 1916 (when Treasury con- 
trol of capital issued commenced), to 23rd 
June, 1919.) 


COMMONWEALTH STEAMSHIPS. 


Senator O’KEEFE asked the Minister 
in Charge of Shipping, won notice— 
Will he lay on the table of the Senate a 
statment showing— 
1. Where the 
ships have been engaged? 
2. Their purchase price, 
- eommissions (if any). 
oe. Lhe “profits. (if: any) 
- ships? 
- Senator RUSSELL.—The answers to 
the honorable senator’s questions are as 
follow :— 


1. The vessels of the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment line have been employed in bringing im- 
ports into Australia and carrying therefrom 
the products of Australia. In the absence of 
opportunity to secure full cargoes for every 
vessel from the United Kingdom to Australia, 
intermediate voyages have been made, in some 
instances, by vessels en route to Australia. 

2. Net cost, £2,047,900. The total commis- 
sion paid by the Commonwealth Government 
to the firm of Turner, Davidson, and, Company 
was £4,500. <As against this, the Common- 
wealth Government received £20,100, the 
sellers’ commission -ordinarily paid to the 


Catan name ieown id 


including all 


made by the 


[SEN ATE.] ‘Henderson Naval Base, ic: y 23 


pe ete ee 


brokers by the owners; or, in other words, the a 
total amount paid for the ships was less by — 
£15,600 than the price agreed upon after allow- A 
ing for the commission to the Government 
brokers. te aide Po. 

3. A balance-sheet. will be laid on the table ~~ 
of the House at an early date. Hees 


HENDERSON NAVAL BASE. ~ 
SUSPENSION OF OPERATIONS. 


.. Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 
ister representing the Minister for the 
Navy, wpom notice— : ‘ 

1. What steps, if any, are being taken to 4 
procure other employment for the sixty-six re- 
turned soldiers at. present employed on the 
Henderson Naval Base, Fremantle, when opera- - 
tions are suspended? 

2. What steps, if any, do the Government in- 
tend to take to draft all the employees on the 
Henderson Naval Base, Fremantle, into other 
channels of employment when operations are 
suspended, so as to ease the strain on the 
labour market? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The answers 
are— gs ie 

The Minister for. Works and Railways in- — 
forms me that the honorable senator gave 
notice of this question at the end of last ses- 
sion, and there not being an opportunity of 
answering it in the House, a letter was sent _ 
to him on 24th January last explaining the - 
position, which was—that owing to suspension 
of work pending report of expert on Naval . 
Bases, the officer-in-charge at Henderson Naval  _ 
Base was instructed to reduce staff to mini- 
mum, consistent with dredging work required, __ 
and in dding so to give preference to the re- 
tention of the services of returned soldiers, 


POST OFFICE AT SEVEN HILLS, ~ 
Notice of motion (Senator Grant’s) 


withdrawn. ig 
a % 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. : ca 
Motion (by Senator O’Kzzre) agreed 
to— | it a 
That two months’ leave of absence be aed 
granted to Senator Guy on the ground of ilk 3 


health, 


NORTHERN TERRITORY > 
(ADMINISTRATION) BILL. 


Motion (by Senator Russrni) agreed — 
to— | - 

That leave-be given to introduce a Bill for 
an Act to amend section 6 of the Northern 


Territory (Administration) Act 1910, © Ad 


NAP AG 
hon fan 


to— 


1905-1912. 


. Senator 
‘President 
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Telegraphy. 


LIGHTHOUSES ‘BILL. 
Motion (by Senator Russet) agreed 


That leave be given to iaiduee a Bill for 


an Act to amend the Lighthouses Act 1911. 


- Bill presented, and read a first time. 


TRADE MARKS BILL. 
Motion (by Senator RussELL) agreed 


That leave be given to introduce a Bill for 
an Act to amend the Trade Marks Act 


ALIENS REGISTRATION BILL. 
_Motion (by Senator RussEii) agreed 
to— 1) nee 


That leave be given to introduce a Bill for 
an Act relating ‘es the registration of aliens. 


COMMONWEALTH RENTS IN 
MELBOURNE. 


Motion (by Senator Forn) agreed to— 


That a detailed return be supplied showing 
the total amount of rent paid by the Govern- 
ment for each Department in Melbourne, in- 
eluding the Parliament. 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY BILL. 

RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
of the Hxecutive - Council) 
{3.26]—I move— 


That leave be given to introduce a Bill for 
an Act to amend section 2 of the Wireless 


Telegraphy Act 1905-1915, 


I feel sure that Senator Gardiner, in ob- 
jecting to this motion being — taken 
as formal, must have been under 
some - misasprehension in regard to the 
character and nature of the Bill, which is 
purely technical. In the drafting of the 
Wireless Telegraphy Act the word ‘“‘ tele- 
phonic ” was omitted, and, I understand, 


_thereisa distinction between wireless tele- 


graphy and _ wireless 
alteration now propcesed is 


telephony. The 
with the 


~ object of making the Act quite under- 


standable and to cover all necessary pur- 
poses. Seeing that no principle is in- 
volved, I ask the honorable senator not 


~ to press his objection to the motion. 
=e (New South 
Wales) [3.27].—My only objection to the 
- moticn being taken as formal was, that 


Senator GARDINER 


I desired some information, because I 


ee realize the formidable nature of the. 


- manner as the telegraph and teiephon 


page 10014), on motion by Senator 
-Mitten— > oe 


financial organizations known as the M 
-eoni, the Telefunken German Compa 
and the Australian Wireless, which ar 
practically one concern, and I know th 
pernicious influence which they are exe 
cising over the Government, and the 
danger to the interests of the people 
this country. I cannot understand wh 
wireless telegraphy is not handled by t 
Government as a monopoly in the sam 


services are controlled, and I was anxio 
to get information, at the start of th 


business, in order that» members may 
know what is going on. Too long have — 
I accepted with confidence statements — 
and assurances. from Ministers. That — 


was' my reason for asking that this — 
matter be not taken as formal. From — 
Senator Russell’s statement, which I have — 
no reason to doubt—— | 

Senator Russeri.—tI will make a full — 
statement on the second reading. eee 

Senator GARDINER.—J can see tee 
my suspicions were probably not justi- — 
fied. I have no wish to delay Government — 
business, but I hope that honorable sena- 
tors will be aleré in regard to any mea- — 
sure that may come along seeking to con= 
fer unwarranted power upon the wire- a 
less companies. B 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill presented, and read a first time. — 


MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. — = 
Debate resumed from 25th June (vsde — 


That the paper be printed. 4 
Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [3.29|—I just want to say, © 
so as not to take honorable senators by ~ 
surprise—particularly those on the other } 


‘side who may desire to speak upon the © 


motion—that it will be as well uf they & 
hold themselves in readiness to speak, as — 
probably I shall -not occupy as much time . 
as I ordinarily devote to an important — 
paper of this character. I have been — 
informed—whether eredibly or not I can- — 
senators opposite have 

bein Gduied on to make any speeches; 
but lest they put the blame on me for — 
any break of the debate, T warn thena = 


any: ae length of time. 
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Senator Newianp.—Members of your 
party are the only ones who obey ora 
like that to which you refer. | 

Senator GARDINER.—I am glad to 
have a party that obeys orders, but I am 
sorry to think that, so early in the ses- 
sion, I have raised the anger of the honor- 


able senator, as I hoped that the closing 


session of our joint appearance in this 
Chamber might have been a. peaceful one. 
I do not remember any occasion in the 
history of this or any other Parliament 
as important as the present. I do not 
remember any ~ document so -full of 
verbiage and yet containing so little with 
which to give satisfaction as that read 
yesterday by Senator Millen. 


Senator Mrrren.—You made the same 


remark in commenting upon a previous 
document of the same nature. 

Senator GARDINER.—A good {hing 
cannot be said too often. That, how- 
- ever, is one of the misstatements cmbith 
~ Senator Millen is in the habit of making. 
I challenge him to find anything in any 
previous remarks of mine resembling 
that statement. This document is most 


disappointing. It is more than that. It. 


is the most serious evidence of the in- 
eptitude of the Government that has 
ever been placed before Parliament. 

I do not wish to traverse a tremendous 
breadth of ground to-day, or to occupy 
as much time as some honorable senators 
may expect me to do; but I can, and 
shall, in a few words, deal with Senator 
Millen and his attitude toward the subject 
of repatriation. If any honorable senators 
who have listened to the facts and figures 
put forward by the Minister have 
, eome to thé conclusion that everything is 
all right, and going splendidly, and that 
the Department represents a magnificent 
achievement in the creation of something 
without precedent, then my only com- 
ment is that those honorable senators 
must, in their hearts, know far better. 
Things are not, all right with: our re- 
patriated soldiers. 3 

Senator Colonel Roweri. — Things 
never will be all right with some of them. 
Senator GARDINER.—I know that is 
so. I recently read a definition of. an 
optimist. That individual, according to 


| Statement 
a caricature which I have in mind, was 
described as one who, falling from the top. 

of a ten-story building, at every vice a 
he passed on his way to the pavement : es; 
was heard to say, “-All’s well, so far? ~~ 
I had thought that that was "merely ae 
caricature; but, when listening to Sena- 
tor Millen speaking upon the subject of | 
repatriation, I realized that I was face 

to face with an optimistic gentleman 
who, as he passed each window upon his | 
downward fall, was crying out, “All’s . 
well, so far.” All is not well in the mat- 
ter of repatriation, and the sooner that is 
realized by the Minister, the Government, — 
the Parliament, and the public, the better ~ 
it will be for Australia and her returned — 
soldiers. My reasons for holding that 
view are so numerous that I am physically — 
unfitted for stating them, and could not 


baie? 3 


‘do so were I to speak for ten hours. 


Senator Newranp.—Give us just one 
reason, and we will let you off the rest. 

Senator GARDINER.—I will give a 
good one. In December last year Parlia- __ 
ment passed a measure inaugurating a 
housing scheme for repatriated soldiers, 
In that Bill it was provided that milhons — 
of pounds sterling might be so spent. An = 
individual was appointed to carry out the __ 
work, and a high salary was granted to — 
him. But not one brick has been laid 
to-day for the establishment of a home 
for a returned soldier. Se Sgt 

Senator Senror.—That is not correct. 

Senator GARDINER.—I will leave it 
to the Minister to say whether it is or 
not.. In my State, at any rate, not Ore. a8 
brick has been placed | ‘upon another in 
such a cause. re 

Senator Nuwranp.—If the honorable 
senator has nothing worse than that be- 
lief to bring against the Department, it 
certainly is all right. — 


that window’. 


Senator GARDINER.—Yes; 
magnificent optimists sitting on the “ ie 
posite side of the chamber are content;  _— 
but I warn them that we may all bump_ + ay 
the pavement together. Opti=eas sn 


and = : 


cannot be ares from ae self-satisfac~ 
tion, is highly dangerous. 


ae aaruige eenroe pe will pha the 
a oe honorable ‘senator facts to ‘disprove his 
eo assertions. ~ 

s Senator GARDINER. oy oa welcome 


them. Since this is a continuous session - 


-.  I.presume I may be permitted to refer 
to remarks which I made when discuss- 

ing the Minister for Repatriation and 
_ his Department. In December last year, 
shortly before the adjournment of Par- 
a to lament, Senator Millen stated— 


Coming now to Senator Gardiner’s very 
bY praiseworthy efforts to fan the flame of 
er mystery-mongering which seems to be running 

throughout this country just now, I can say 
=e that no difficulty need be experienced, and no 

é _ very heroic efforts required to make mystery 
_ -abovt anything. All this mystery hss simply 
! been eenjured up by journalists, or others who 

have spread, the rumours, and on this have 

charged the Government with want of frank- 
mess because they have not made any declara- 
tion concerning things which do not exist. 

That is exactly the position in regard to this 
ease. 


Those references by Senator Millen 
had to do with my questions concerning 
the rumoured departure of Senator 
Pearce for England. The report of the 
proceedings continues :— 


> <2). Senator GARDEINER:—I asked if Senator 
Pearce was going to London. I think three 
Ministers there are not required. 

_ Senator MILLEN.—The position is this: 


Senator Gardiner himself referred to certain 
rumours, and upon these rumours he pro- 
ceeded, in his weli-known and vigorous man- 
- ner, to belabour the Government for not hav- 
- ing told the people about thirigs which are 
mere rumours. But there is something more. 
The Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) has 
already made a clear and definite statement 
on this very subject, and nothing has trans- 
pired since then to justify any one in suggest- 
ing that there is any mystery, or that the Go- 
vernment are suppressing anything. I may 
add, as Senator Gardiner has put a specific 
question, that Senator Pearce informs me that 
he certainly has not booked his passage to 
~ London. He does not know Whether any one 
else has done so for him; but that is very 
£ unlikely. And, as to the ‘officers who, it is 
-- alleged, he is taking with him, possibly that 
rumour arose from the fact that certain officers 
of the Australian Imperial Force on leave in 
Australia are returning to re-join their regi- 
ments. It does not require a very lively im- 
agination for those who are out to create 
mystery to assume that these men were booking 
nae passages as a kind of staff to the Min- 
i 


re 


a fencer going to England? 
_ Senator MILLEN.—The Acting Prime Minis. 
ter’ S statement in that regard still stands. 


such arrangement. 


-which were 


Senetor GARDINER. a the Minister for De-- 


have before me a long and considerabl 


Statement. 


Senator GARDINER.—Is the. haigieten for De- 


fence going to England? 


Senator. MILLEN.—At present there is n 
I do not want to be of- 
fensive; but I cannot help saying that, aft 
the Acting Prime Minister has made a defini 
statement on this subject, it is hardly decen 
and certainly does not add to the Gecency : 
public life, to have that statement questioned, 
and doubt thrown on the veracity of the act- 
ing head of the Government. 

Senator GARDINER.—You have not answered 
my question. I am not talking of Ministers i 
the other House. Surely we are entitled to a 
answer to these public questions. -I want to 
amie if the Minister for Defence is going or 
pake) 

Senator MILLEN.—If the honorable senato 
means for all eternity, I cannot say. But if 
he asks me this question: ‘‘ Have the Govern- — 
ment arranged for. Senator Pearce to go to 
London??? the answer is ‘ No,’’ es 

Senator GARDINER.—That is 
Thank you. : 

Senator MILLEN. I can only again relée yk 
the honorable senator to the lengthy “statement foo 
made by the Acting Prime Minister. re 
I do not pretend to be able to under. _ 
stand the Minister for Repatriation, hut — 
if those remarks did not convey that the — 
rumours upon’ which I was basing my ~ 
questions were backed by facts 

Senator Mititen.—You asked a specific 
question, and you got a definite »nswer 

Senator GARDINER.—TIf they did not 
convey that my questions were based 
upon newspaper reports and Urs 
groundless, then [| 
never hope to be able to understand th 
Minister. His whole remarks constitute: 
a shameless disregard for the decencies: 
of public life. “An honorable 
is blamed for persistently asking a que: 
tion. He is accused of not believing an 
assertion by _the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt). And then, when Parlia- 
ment rises, this country is informed of 
exactly what newspaper reports and — 
rumours foreshadowed, namely, that the © 
Minister. for Defence (Senator Pearce) — 
did go. somewhere. Where did he go? 
Senator Pearce is not here to-day. As 
a matter of fact, I believe that in the 
closing hours of the session a Ministerial — 
statement was uttered on the subject 
but it was at a time when most mem-. 
bers of Parhament were returning to 
their homes for Christmas. The Go- 
vernment—and 
creators of mystery. 
is Senator Pearce - 


satisfactory. a 


I repeat, 
to-day ?”’ 
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document which has been placed before 


Parliament regarding the business pro- _ 


posals of the: Government. I have had 
little time to study it, but have failed 
to find the name of Senator Pearce 
within it. There is no mention of his 
absence from the chamber. 

Senator Rzermp.—Yes, there is a para- 
graph relating to it. — 

Senator GARDINER.—Perhaps_ the 
honorable senator will tell me where I 
will find it. I have one paragraph marked 
which hints at Senator Pearce. Referring 
to the task of demobilization the state- 
ment says :— 

The success which is attending this great 
task amply confirms the step taken by the 
Government in placing the work in the hands 
of a responsible Minister in London. 

‘Does that refer to Senator Pearce? 
Senator Rer.—I thought so when I 
read it. 

Senator GARDINER.—I, like little 
Jack Horner, one opens his mouth and 
shuts his eyes he can he satisfied with any- 
thing. Isay that the mystery was created 
by the Government. A week before Parlia- 
ment went into recess they made delibe- 
rate attempts to suggest that Senator 
C As not going to London: If it 
is a fact that the honorable senator did 
£0 ne Fagland, and is responsible for the 
dewob lizatien cf our troops being carried 
ot successfully, then I can only Say that 
I wouid not care to have as col lleagues 
men who would in such 
keep my name out of an official document 
such as this. Did the honorable senator 
go to England? Will Ministers inform 
Parhamwent whether he did or not, or am 
T impertinent in: asking the que estion? Is 
he the Minister. in London responsible 
for the very successful demobilization 
scheme to which reference is made? If 
he is, the public are entitled to the infor- 
mation. The mystery is with the Govern- 
ment. Senator Reid has assumed _ that 
Senator Pearce is the Minister in London 
responsible for the success of demobiliza- 
tion, but I may just as well assume that 
the reference is to Sir Joseph Cook, 
Minister for the Navy. For all I know, 
he is the Minister responsible for the rapid 
demobilization of our troqps. If the de- 
mobilization is as rapid as is suggested 
by the very ‘optimistic Leader of the 
Senate, I rejoice with the honorable 


~ 
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senator. The. Government will noe tee 
me complaining of the good work which 
they do, though I have to’ complain of 
their bad work. I again direct attention 
to the deliberate mystery with which the 
Government surrounded the 
of Senator Pearce. 


departure © 
I based certain ques- _ 


tions on private information in my pos- 


session as to whether Senator Pearce’s 
passage had been booked. 
facts suggested in my questions based on 
rumour were absolutely true, I received | 
direct negatives from Senator Millen to 
those questions. Almost up to the Nery 


close of the last sittings of the Senate it 


was announced that Senator Pearce was 
not going to England. Now it appears. 
that he did go, and if the passage which 
IT have quoted from the Ministerial state- 
ment refers to him he is doing good work 
in connexion with the demobilization of 
our troops, but his name is not allowed to 


appear in an official document announc- 


ing the success of the demobilization 
scheme to Parliament. 


ness of the Government. Senator Pearce 


may not have done work sufficiently good — 


to justify the mention of his name in this” 


document, but we should know where he 


is and what he is doing. One can scarcely 
accept any statement which appears in 
the newspapers lest he should be accused 
of acting merely upon rumour. 

The Government have 
very lengthy Ministerial statement. 


> 


I do | 


Though the 


That is the busi-— 


submitted, . a = 


not intend to go through the parserapl se . 


of it seriatim. 
ever, to one important perereDy which — 
See — 


T direct attention, how- — 


Meee 


* The Government have prepared and for- (ee 


warded, for the consideration of the Govern- 


ments of Britain and the Dominions, a scheme — 


providing for the administration, conversion, 


and extinction of the war debts of the Empire. — 


I.venture to-say that 2 scheme of that 
character might very well be tabled in 
the Senate. I have no doubt that it is 
an absolutely perfect scheme, since the 
Government have prepared it, and have 
considered it worthy to be sent to the. 
Government of Britain. It must be a 


“magnificent scheme, and I am wondering 


erhethar we shall be allowed to have a 
look at 1t. 


Commonwealth, and I maa? that we are 


entitled to know ROC hy a 


In the various States we re- ; 


te fifeme af such pet ts The as 


aS = aa (Ch > ¥ 
enue Lot 
=f : f othe and 
vr ut . 


es oe debts. 


’ vernment must keep it in the dark? 


for information 


- to justify its being 
buted amongst members of this Parlia- 
ment, there is no earthly reason why it 


M Menai 
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was not limited to time yesterday, and 


i aie might have put this scheme before the 
Senate. 


One of the chief functions of 
Parliament is to inform the nation. Is 
this seheme so nfagnificent that the Go- 
Ap- 
parently, the British Government is to 
have an opportunity of considering it, 


but the Australian Parliament must know 
— nothing about it. 
- (yovernment in the matter, 


I do not blame the 
because per- 
haps no more could have been expected 
from a Government with a following 
sufficiently servile to make no demands 
for their constituents. 
the party system, Governments 


Under 


have developed in such a way that when 


the mouthpiece of a Ministry speaks the 
followers hold their peace and listen with 


bated breath. They do not speak lest they 


ghould arouse opposition to the, Govern- 
ment. I have not the slightest doubt that 
the Ministerial Caucus eee what this 
scheme is, though the rest of Australia 
is to know nothing about it. 

Senator Pratren.—Has the honorable 
senator not seen the scheme in print? | 


Senator GARDINER.—In view of the 


way i in which I was upbraided by Sena- 
_ tor Millen for referring to something I 
_ had seen in print in the earlier stages of 


the sesston, I hesitate to again refer to 


- what I have seen in print; but I venture 
to suggest that this is the one place in 


which we- should be given information 
about this scheme. - ‘ 


Senator PRatrren. more not the 


_. scheme been circulated amongst honor- 
able senators? 


Senator GARDINER.—I am __ not 
aware that it has, but I should object 
even to that method of giving it publicity. 
Tf the scheme is of sufficient importance 
printed and distri- 


should. not be made known to the Senate. 


The Ministerial statement was put before 
ns for discussion, and in. it there is a 
reference to a scheme suggesting a possi- 
bility at which the imagination almost 
reels, and that is the extinction of our 
We could welcome a 


Caucus man to try to force Caucus secrets 


-it-has-been submitted to Parliament. 


_has, 


and the references to the matter are of 


Senator Prarren——The honorabl 
gentleman has apjarently not read it. | 

Senator GARDINER—I have > not 
read it. I do not belong to the Minis- 
terial Caucus, and have not seen the 
scheme in print. — ee. 

Senator Prarren.—The honorable 
senator has had the same opportunity to 
see it as we have had. | 

Senator GARDINER.—Then my how 
erable friends opposite did nat have the 
matter discussed in Caucus. Senato 
Pratten smiles with a smile that is child- 
like and bland, but I am too good 


from the honorable senator. A scheme 
proposing the extinction of the Empire’s __- 
debts is one which might well engage 4 
attention of the Senate, and mig oS 

heen submitted to it. Are we to have it ~ 

submitted to us? We are not told fae bs 
we are, but we are informed that it has — 
been submitted to the British Govern- 
ment. If it is a good scheme to provide — 
for the extinction of the Empuire’s debts, 
Australia, in submitting it, will be doing _ 
as creditably as she did during the ~— 
war, and this scheme must be of suffi- 
stent importance to have warranted the — 
Government calling Parliament together 
to submit it {0 Parliament before it was 
sent to Britain. With the approval of 
this Parliament, the scheme would have 
a ereat deal more weight than it can pos- 
sibly have when sent to Great Britain by 
the Government during recess, and before ~ 


We were informed the other day by 
the Acting Prime Minister that peace 
had been signed. I do not blame him ~ 
for a mistake in a wireless communica- — 
tion. It may not be a mistake, and it is — 
possible that peace has already been ~ 
sioned. But I venture to say that if it 
or if we are on the eve of the © 
signing of peace, this Government takes 
an event of this magnitude with a © 
calmness that must be considered credit- 
able to Australia. Parliament meets, — 


the vaguest character. There is neth- 
ing in them to stir or thrill the com- 
munity. In the coldest platitudes the 
Government informed Parliament and 
the nation of the greatest event in our 
lifetime, and possibly in the history of 


iy 
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the world. A glorious peace is achieved 
after an awful war. * Australia can re- 
joice in. the peace whole-heartedly, as 


- her people have done more than their 


share in the great struggle in propor- 
tion to their numbers and their wealth. 
There can be no. question about that. 
When we survey what has occurred: in 
this country from the day war was de- 
clared until the signing of the armistice 
vor the signing of peace, if peace has 
-been signed, there is no man _ in 
Australia who may not feel a_ thrill 
of pride in the fact that in the pro- 
vision of man power and money for the 
prosecution of the war, this, the youngest 
nation of the world, has done nobly and 
“cewell, There has been a good deal of 
solitical bitterness, some trying to dis- 
Feredit others, and using the usual poli- 
tical weapon as to what they were and 
what they were not; but we have reason 
to be satisfied when, forgetting the past 
bitterness, we survey the operations of 
the war in the calm lght of peace. Our 
future is no longer imperilled. We Gan see 
the dawn of a long day of peace breaking 
in the eastern skies, and can anticipate 
that the same energy, the same courage, 
and the same resourcefulness that enabled 
Australia to do her share so well in the 
war will enable her to recover from the 
awful effects and aftermath of the war. 
The day is breaking now, and I com- 
mend the Government that they do not 
propose that the populace should be 
overstirred, and so refer in the coldest 


4 


of platitudes to the glorious events that 


are now happening. 
There was a distinct cleavage  be- 
tween political parties during the war. 


For the first two years there was no 


party in Australia, and in man power 
and military effort this country exceeded 
_ the expectations of its most hopeful citi- 
‘zens, and did more than any 
dreamed it would be able to do in such 
a titanic struggle. I might sum the 
matter up by saying that in two years 
from the declaration of war, when the 
management of the country had been for 
the first five weeks or so in the hands of 
a Liberal Government, and for the re- 
maining period in the hands of the 
Fisher and the Hughes Governments, 


Australia had transported oversea more. 


Senator Gardiner. 
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one, 


Defence Department, I learn that the 


Seem 


Bate 
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than 266,000 men. That was a mighty | 
effort. We sent that. number of men to © 
the other side, and they were men who 
willingly offered themselves in the great 
struggle for the. continuance of human _ 
civilization, freedom, and the rights of ~ 
nations to govern themselves. ae 
So far as political parties are con- — 
cerned, the duration of the war might 
be divided into two-year periods. At 
the end of the first two years there 
came into existence in this country a — 
powerful movement running through all — 
parties, because men~ became imbued 
with what I held at the time, and still 
hold to have been, the wrong view that 
we were not in Australia doing enough, 
and conscription was necessary to force 
us to do more. We all know the 
disastrous division which took place in 
public opinion when the Hughes Govern- 
ment persisted in calling up 31,000 of 
our young men in October, 1916, to cover 
the September and October drafts, and 
expressed their intention thereafter to 
send 16,500 men monthly to the Front. 
Fortunately, the people, realizing what 
we had already done, and recognising 
that every legitimate effort had been — 
made to insure a constant stream of re-— 
inforcements, prevented the Government 


from giving effect to their scheme. I am 


not going to blame those who thought 
differently from me on this question. IT 
am not going to sit in judgment upon ~ 
them; but because of the vigour with — 
which they put their case, I propose to 
justify the attitude which I adopted on ~ 
that. occasion by quoting some figures 
which were published in the Sydney — 
Morning Herald of 9th May last, relating _ 
to the casualties sustained by Allied bel- 
ligerent countries during the war. These ~ 
figures show that the British Empire — 
mobilized 8,000,000 men, and lost dur- — 
ing the war 852,024. The figures — 
for the Australian mobilization are not — 
given, but from a statement made by the 


‘ Pye cs ass 2 


men who answered the call to the colours 
numbered 428,000..:The deaths which oc- 
curred in the Australian ranks» from 
wounds, in hbattle, and otherwise, 
amounted to the enormous total of 
58,000. | ie 

Senator Lt.-Colonel 
to what date? 


O’Locuun.—Up 
™ to Beige get ae 
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- Ganadian Forces _ lost 
In studying these figures, we have to 
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_to the theatre of war than is Australia. 
ae is practically distant from it fewer days 
_ than we are weeks. Yet Canada, which 
_ conscripted her people, lost only 35,000 
- men by death; whereas Australia, unfor- 
_ tunately, has to mourn the loss of moze 
- than 58,000 dead. 

7 Senator Lt.-Colonel O’ Loguiin.—And 
; Canada has a 6Q per cent. larger popula- 
tion. 

Senator GARDINER. — Precisely. 
— Canada also had conscription. Further, 
_ she secured huge contracts from the Im- 
- perial authorities, which enabled her to 
carry on successfully. Then, again, Aus- 


tralia paid her own Forces from the day 


they enlisted, all through the fighting 
and until their return home. She also 
paid for all the ammunition which they 
fired away. On the other hand, Canada’s 
Forces, from the date of their embarka- 
tion, were paid by the British Govern- 
ment. These facts se to be known. 
_ Senator - Farrparry. — We ought to 
know about them. — 
Senator GARDINER.—We ought to 
know about them, because when it comes 
to repayment for losses incurred, if we 
have a legitimate claim for a_ higher 
amount than Canada, we ought to get it. 


France mobilized a 000,000 men, and 
_ lost. by death 1,385,000. 
Senator Lynex. —JDoes the yadaiahie 


senator know the special reason which 
operated in the- case of Canada, and 
_. which exptains why she did not send a 
_ greater force than she did ? 
Senator GARDINER.—TI do not. If 
_ the honorable senator knows, he is at 
_ liberty to mention it when he’ speaks. 
The United States of America mobilized 
= 3.900,000, and lost by death, 36,154. 
Italy mobilized 5,500,000, and lost by 
death .460,000. Belgium mobilized 
267,000 men, and her death toll amounted 
fe 20, 000. ‘Russia mobilized 12,000,000 
men, and lost by death 1,700,000. Japan 
- mobilized 800,000 men, and lost by death 
xe. 300. Roumania mobilized 750 ,000 men, 
and her deaths total 200,000. Servia 
- mobilized 707,000 men, and sustained 
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_ Montenegro mobilized 50 ,000 men, and 


ae “Senator GARDINER. See ond 
of March. During the samé-period, the 


35,138 killed. 


realize that Canada is a great deal nearer 


given this 
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lost. by death 3,000. Greece mobilized. 
230,000: men, and © her. doasea by death 
were 15,000. Portugal mobilized 100,000 
men, and lost by death 4,000. I may 
add that the Western Australian Worker | 
sets the losses by death sustained -by the 
elgian Forces at 16,000. But, for the @ 
purposes of comparison, I am ‘prepared 
to accept the higher figures, and to as- 
sume that Belgium lost 20,000. men. 
That country mobilized an army of 
267,000, whereas Australia mobilized an. 
army of 415 ,000. Australia sent con- ~~ 
siderably over 300,000 men to the Front, — 
and had fighting in Belgium to resent 
the breach of Belgium’s neutrality by the 
Germans when they invaded that country __ 
a greater army than the Belgians them- _ 
selves. Not only did Australia do that, 
but for every man. lost by Belgium, Aus- 
tralia mourns the loss of three a her 
sons. = 
Senator Colonel RowELt.—That, was a 
matter of circumstance. They were on 
the defensive. aoe 
Senator GARDINER.—It was a mat- Bey 
ter of circumstances, and now, in the — 
calm light of peace, this comparison which — i 
I have instituted should be vividly kept in 
mind, particularly by those who were — 
anxious that we should do more than we 
did. They used to taunt our party with Mr. 
Fisher’s statement that we would stand by 
the Empire in this momentous struggle — 
to the last man and the last shilling. I 
say that literally we adhered to the 
pledge. We stripped ourselves of our ~ 
manhood to such an extent that we 
would have been powerless had we been 
attacked. So far as the last shilling is 
concerned, not only did we spend it, but 
we borrowed money upon which we ‘shall 
have to pay an sen interest bill of — — 
from £20,000,000 to £30,000,000. I 
have gone to the trouble of putting these = 
facts and figures before honorable sena-  — 
tors because I think that they should be ~ 
placed upon record. At the outbreak of 
the war it looked as if nothing could pre- 
vent the foe from winning. Atthat time ~ 
Germany appeared to be aworld-conquer- 
ing force, whose objective was the domi- 
nation of civilization. As one who has 
matter very serious study, 
and who feels deeply, I say unhesitat-  ~ 
ingly that it was more than a human 


ae for fighting for their country. 
insist upon reparation being made for 


sentiments 
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power which beat the Germans during 
the first six months of the struggle. If 
ever the intervention of Divine Pro- 
yidence was manifested in the affairs 
-of mankind it was manifested then. 
When the ruthless rush of the Ger- 


mans took place in March, 1918, and 


the destiny of nations trembled in the 
balance, we who read of the doings 
of that time and the succeeding two or 


three months, stood wondering why this - 


mighty military force had not conquered 
. France at the very outset of the war. 
Unguestionably it was Divine Providence 
that saved civilization, and I am content 
to leave it at that. , 


‘Now we are confronted with the 
Peace proposals, and I know — that 
there will be much diversity of opinion 
as to what should be done. “The 
culprit must be punished,” will be 
the thought that will instinctively rise to 
the mind of every man. If the culprit 
could be centred in one man-or even in a 
number of individuals there is fio doubt 
that civilization would insist upon their 
punishment. But an enduring peace can- 


not be obtained unless it is based upon 


justice. 
ing the seeds of 


Without justice we shall be sow- 
future . discord. Of 


course 1b may be argued that no con- 


sideration should, be extended to men who 
were guilty of the acts of which our 
enemy were guilty. But the people who 
will govern Germany and Austria in the 
future will not be those who created this 
war. When it is urged that they in- 
dorsed the war my reply is that the first 
duty of citizenship is to offer one’s life 
if necessary in the defence of his country. 
In the hour of danger the first duty of a 
eitizen is to fight for tha country in which 
he lives. If we accept that maxim none 
of us can punish the German soldiery 
We may 


the wrong which has been done, but with 
. like those in our hearts we 
cannot say that the men who answered 
the call in Germany were doing other 
than their duty to their own nation. 


‘These truths must be kept in mind in the 


“peace that is now being forced upon the 

world whether by the strong arm of the 

_ military power or by wise counsels at the 

conncil table. I believe that Peace has 
Senator Gardiner. 


been signed, hed eae: Hine Gennal opie : 


will, if they have agreed to certain pro- ae 
posals,. carry them out. We have only 


to look back to the occasion when Ger- = 


many conquered France in 1870 and 1871. | 
I suppose that the most powerful German — 

statesman at that time was Bismarck. 
Bismarck was forced by the pressure of 
public opinion in Germany to assent to 
an unjust peace, a peace that took much ~ 
territory from France. He himself. 

pointed out the dangers attendant on a . 

peace that would leave France with a last- 
ing grievance, and that, I believe, was one 
of the real causes of the present war. Pro- 
bably that was the germ—a nation proud 


in arms as France was, being humiliated 


by cession of territory—that was respon- 
sible for this awful world conflict. Let 
us beware that history does not repeat 
itself. Let us beware that in the hour 
of our triumph, we do not seek to im- 
pose upon Germany an unjust peace that 
will leave a lasting grievance in the minds 
of the conquered. 

Senator Colonel Rowett. —Then would 
you advocate giving ‘the pers! Islands. 
back to: Germany ? 


Senator GARDINER.—I am not going ig . 


into the details of what I would advocate, — 
and I do not think the honorable sena- 
tor wants me to do so. But, so far as the 
Pacific Islands’ are concerned, aud as far 


as I can read of proposals for balancing 
compensation, I believe that hitherto too 
much attention has been given to trade, — 


and. too little attention to humanity. 


Trade is all in all with the men who draft za 


these arrangements. 


Senator Miniten.—Are you refertane 62S 


President Wilson when you speak of 
trade as being the predominant note? 

Senator GARDINER.—We have mueh 
to thank President Wilson for. 


came known in Germany materially 
helped to break down German resistance, 


because they believed that it was not the — 


ambition of the Allied nations to wipe 


Germany and her people off the map, but 
that, on the contrary, there was = sweet 
‘reasonableness about Germany’s antago- 
nists, and a possibility of a peace based 


upon justice, with reparation and reer ara 
ation for damage done. 

Senator Foutit.—If Foch had Aden ® in ne 
charge for three weeks dongen,: we avvvit' ‘ois 


T believe ‘ 
that his peace proposals, when they be- — 


M inisterial oe 


te 


hate Neata nothing about the! fourteen 
‘points. 
Senator GARDINER :—I am be going 
e into a discussion as to the conditions of 
- peace. Surely we can dissociate ourselves 
from our own interests sufficiently to 
realize what are the possibilities. and how 
we would kick against unjust conditions 
of peace if any conqueror sought to im- 
pose them upon us? 
Senator Newranp.—If Germany had 
_ won we might have been kicking without 
he much effect. 
’ 
‘ 


t 


+ 
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Senator GARDINER. —Exactly. And 
from my long experience of Senator 
Newland, I know quite well that al- 
_ though he micht' be conquered in a 
_ struggle, his spirit would still be suffi- 
ciently strong and his resolution suff- 
-cientity: firm to resist to the very last 
against what he thought were harsh con- 
ditions. And I venture to say that even 
if a mighty nation like Germany is 
conquered, we 

conditions to be imposed are sufficient v 

just to make the peace a lasting one. It 
is impossible to obliterate 70.000,000 
of people the equal in . intelligence 
and education of any other peovle in the 
— world. So far» as their system of go- 
Sar -vernment is concerned. they were so satis- 
fied it was superior to that of any other, 
‘that they sought to impose it upon the 
“rest of mankind. I say that we cannot 
wipe out a people of that character, and. 
so far as I can learn, nobody wants to do 

~ Nobody wants to do the impossib’e. 
In the hour of our triufnoh we can show 
that we are as creat in peace as our men 
proved themselves great in war. That 
shold be the aim of all the nations. and 
particularly the conquercrs in this creat 
. struggle. We must so cemnort ovrselves 
A ‘that. in the conditions of the peace im- 
_ posed upon Germany, there se be no 
suspicion of injustice. 


JT will now leave what I mav call there 
large matters of State. which occupy: first 
‘) place in the minds of the pecnle, and 
turn to what our own Government are 
doing. Asa British peonle—but I would 
ee rather regard myself as an Australian— 
_ we pride ourselves that what is hest in 
_ us comes from the Old Land. We clam 
that our system of justice and freedom 
‘surpasses that of any other naticn. There 
| is one poe of justice iat dates from 
a 16 N- 


br age seh med 


e 


+ 
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eat irae “1919. if 


must see to it that the - 
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1215, when Kine John signed the Magna 
Charta, which imsures that no mar 
shall be kept in prison except after tric] 
by a jury of his peers. Are we tryir. °> 


live up to that principle? I think not. 


When Senator Grant yesterday. brougus = 


before the Senate the treatment meted 
out to a citizen of America—— 3 
Senator Guturte.—lIs he one? 
Senator GARDINER.—Well, 
Russell yesterday flourished a sworn 
statement, made by this man, to ‘the 
effect that he was an American citizen, 
and if he is not, then the Minister has a 


Senator 


splendid opportunity of laying an infor- 


maticn against him. This eitizen of 
America to whom I am referrmg was 
taken from his civil occupatiou, placed 


and sent back to his: own. 
country. That action was flagrant abuse 
of the right ~to a. fair..trial | pos: 
sessed by every Australian living 
under the British flag. J] notice, also, 
that Senator Millen chuckled at the re- 
ference to the 1915 reculaticn, passed 
under the War Precautiens Act, because 
T was in the Ministry then, and, ap- 
parently, 
made at a time when’! was in the Go- 
vernment was suilicient justification, im 
his present frame of mind, 
Millen’s attitude. But let us examine 
the povition.— Suppose that a man were . 
engared manufacturing rifles in 1915, and — 
were subsequently wounded by some one ~ 
using ane of these rides and that when 
the accused was broucht befcre the Court, 
his counse' said, 
ine thiswman. with shocting with a riffe 
that vo vourcelf mide.’? Would that 
ke sufficient justification for the injury 
done’? Tt is trve the Government cf 
which IT was a memter nassed the War 
Pressautions Act in 1915 ° by which the 
safety of this nation could ke mahtained 
in time of war. byt Senator Millen now 
cets hold of a reaulation. mode under the 
Act -and deerade: Is position by using 
it as a custifeaticn fer the action of this 
Gover- ment eeeinst an innecent citizen. 

Senator Senior —Are von sure? | 


upou a vessel 


Senator GARDINER.—T never sneak 
unless T am svre of mv facts. Senator 
Sonionm asks—‘* Are vo sure?” tam 


cure there was no excuse for the action of 
the. Gevernvent. Not only am’. -s#r> 
that Paul Freeman has hada crim) 


the fact that the regulation was 


for Senator 


‘Why, you. are. chare- oO 
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charge laid against him, I am sure, ‘also: 
_ that this Government are doing far worsé. 
There is no bigger-hearted senator in this 
chamber than Senator Senior, yet, despite 
the degrading acts by this Government, 
equal in my judgment to the brutality of 
the Huns, Senator Senior will still sup- 
port them, 
Senator NewLanp.—But you. have been 
pleading for leniency for the Huns. 
Have you no mercy for them now? 
Senator GARDINER.—But these are 
the acts of a Government, who are not 
even sparing innocent boys and girls. 
Paul Freeman, I say, was deported with- 
out a trial. 
Senator Szntor.—lIs he a boy or a girl? 
Senator GARDINER.—He is a full- 
grown man. I can quite understand the 
honorable senator’s desire to drag me from 


my point, but he will not succeed. This 


Government sent a circular to a num- 
ber of the wives of interned Germans in 


this country, and with Hun brutality in-. 
formed them that they must be deported © 


with their husbands, with or without 
their little Australian sons or daughters. 
Senator Senrior.—But you would have 
- complained if the Government had not 
sent their wives with them, and you are 
weeping because they have done so- 
Senator GARDINER.—The henorable 


senator can interject as much as he likes, © 


but he will not take me off my subject, 
and as I said before, I am quite sure 
he will support the Government, no mat- 
ter how brutal their action may be. 

Senator Srenror.—But I fail to 
any brutality in that course of action. 

Senator GARDINER.—TIf it is not an 
act of brutality, to say to an Australian- 
born child of tender years, ‘‘You must 
sever yourself from your parents or. be 
an exile from your native country,’’ then 
I do not understand the meaning of the 
word. 

Senator Srntor.—They were unfortu- 
nate in the choice of their see: that 
is all. 

Senator GARDINER.—In the> circu- 
lar to which I refer these Australian- 
born wives of German husbands were 
given only a brief period of time in which 
to prepare for deportation. 

Senator Srnror.—How can you speak 
like that, after reading how Germany 
treated our own people? Meo ate 


= 
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‘imagine nothing more brutal than. 


see 
, hear Senator Newland defending the Go- 


Statement. 


Senator GARDINER. ee ‘speak = 
thus because personally I decline to bea 
‘consenting party to the deportation Dhae 
any person without a just trial. Bes ois 

Senator Newianp.—And so, no matter 
how great a traitor a man may be, be- 
cause he is married to an Australian — 
woman he may stay here. Is that your 
doctrine ? yeh 


Senator GARDINER.—I am speaking — 


of the position with regard to Australian- 


born children whose mothers received the 
circular to which I have referred, giving 
them tthe choice of taking their children ee 
with them or leaving them in Australia. ~~ 

Senator Newianp.—Do you not ape 
prove of that? 

Senator GARDINER. —TI approve of | 
tempering queice with mercy. Lies war 
is over now. ee 

Senator Nerwzanp.—And would ‘you. 25 
keep traitors here? oe 

Senator GARDINER.—If brutality 
has been committed by the enemy, we ag 4 
need not come down to his level. I can 
the 
deportation order which would meee 


Australian-born children from — their 
parents. i 
Senator Srnror.—Can’t yout 8 Then 


the Germans would teach you. 

Senator GARDINER.—Physical pain, 
the rack, and the thumb-screw, are not 
worse. Surely the time has gone ne for - 
this form of brutality. 

Senator NewLanp.—We hope not. : 

Senator GARDINER.—I am corey to 


ee 
vernment in an act of this nature, ae . oes 
rather a disgrace. 


Senator New.anp.—I are more of 


Australia than the honorable. senator 
evidently does. eee Fe: ig 
Senator GARDINER. —That a Be ao 


matter entirely of opinion. 


Senator Gururire.—The . 
senator is a good old Hun advocate. ee 


Senator GARDINER.—I ‘realize hata 
with that animosity which Senator. New- 
land and the Government are oa : 


not stop at, punishing Le 
boys and girls because their parent ip <f 

ae e 
pen to be German. I realize ae 1 


ie eee certain. persons mi 
acts calculated to injure Australia and 
i the Empire, but for the reason that. they 
are German. T have before me a letter 
__written by Mr. James Martin, of Boonah, 


~ Queensland. | He is a member of one of 


pi our labour organizations in that Soe 
: His communication states— _ 
= To-day, I heard of a German minister’s 
o wife: (Mrs. Seybald) getting one of these de- 
MS ‘portation notices. She is a delicate woman, 
_ and vet she and her little children are noté#- 
fied to be ready to go in three weeks. Ler 
. pozeband is interned, and has been for some 
time, for what reison no one knows. He is 
-mot-even allowed a day off to fix up his affairs. 
| " His family are all small children; and one a 
: _ cripple, 
‘The writer her refers to whee he de- 
_ scribes as the tyranny of the Government 
in perpetrating acts of this character. 
= He remarks that he has before him a cir- 
a cular which was sent by the Government 
to that German wife and mother. I may 
~ say that I have not seen that circular, 
~ but I have read one which was issued to 
i the wives of internees, and, in my judg- 
_ ment, the issuing of it equals ; in brutality 
: anything that I know of the Hun himself 
having committed. 
‘Senator Senror.—Germany is a good 
place to live in, is it not? 
Senator GARDINER.— What — that 
to do with it? ; 
- Senator Senror.—If it is, “why ae you 
complain of Germans being sent back to 
<= Germany? — 
~ — .-Senator— GARDINER. accy, am. calling 
attention to a tyrannous act towards 
women and Australian-born children. 
Senator Earre.—Does the honorable 
senator believe in the deportation of those 
7 a interned men at all? 
‘Senator GARDINER.—Not hau 
be trial; but, even if those men had done 
peo ine to deserve | BepOmau Oy, no- 


eae 


ra Push falia and the Empire as to warrant 
Australian-born children being sent. out 


~ Senator ie —I would take it as an 


“se 


act of sandness Be the children should 
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here aud. no doubt, these very men 


themselves—were originally welcomed to 
this country. Now, the war being over, 
and the opportunity for their doing Ane 


tralia an injury having passed, would it 


not be merely an Act of humanity,if this — 
dire edict of the Government could be — 
withdrawn ? 

Senator Earre.—lIt all depends upon 
the offences which those men committed. 

Senator Mirren.—How did these men 
respond to the hospitality with which : 
Australia welcomed them here? ae 

Senator GARDINER.—Very often 
we took the course of interning a man 
because of grave suspicion that if he were 
permitted to remain at liberty he might 
do something calculated to endanger our 
cause. . 

Senator Lynen.—You 
on suspicion, then. 


Scnatee GARDINER — ves 


Senator Gurorre.—And without trial. 


interned men 


Senator GARDINER.—As a Cabinet — 
Minister in a time of war—and I would — 


do the same again were the position the 


same—it was my duty to take such steps as ° = 


were necessary to insure the safety of the 


country. If our country were threatened — 


by the acts or intentions of an enemy sub- 
ject, that person should be interned with- 
out trial, for the urgent reason that the- 


interests of Australia and the British 5 


nation must be protected at all costs, But 
I would not treat such an interned per- 
son as a prisoner. 
him asa safeguard, and would not dream 
of treating hom as a criminal, and of im- 
posing a sen‘ence upon him. The Fisher 


and the Hughes Governments, of which — 


I was a member, did not deport one man — 
from the Gormmonwealth: There is all 
the difference in the world between the 
practices of those Administrations and 
the actions of the present Government. 
When I stated yesterday that Paul Free- 
man was entitled to a trial by a jury of 
men of this country, Senator Russell 
stated, “He has had it. That jury con- 
sisted of the Cabinet.” But the accused 
was-not heard before the Cabinet. 
did not plead his case before that jury. 
{ have information now that the date 
vn which Freeman was ordered to be 


I would simply intern ~ i 


He u 


i ee ; 
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- deported was 24th Durenber’ jase: 


Government, just on the eve of Christ- 
mas—'ruly a case of “peace on earth, 
good-will toward men.’ 

Senator Lynom.—Would the honorable 
“senator have this country the dumping- 
ground for the undesirables of other 
Gountries? 

Senator GARDINER. ahs honorable 
senator knows full well that I would have 
it as it is—the freest country in the 
world. 

Senator Mitumen.—Yes; and this coun- 
try would pay for its folly~in letting 
everybody in. 

Senator GARDINER.—Even 0, it 
would still be the greatest and-~ freest 
eountry in the world. I must voice my 
Aeep disappointment at the manner in 
which my references to the women and 
children of interned men have been re- 
ceived by honorable senators opposite. 
When I called attention to what the Go- 
vernment were doing, I fully expec‘ed 
that honorable senators opposite, if they 
did not exhibit the shamed silence of men 
degraded by their relationship to such an 
Administration, would’ have expressed 
outspoken indignation. I believe that 
their sympathy would be aroused. 

Senator Newrtanp.—We are rather 
well pleased with the Government in this 
matter. 

Senator GARDINER.—TI am sorry to 


hear such an interjection. On mature 


-eonsideration Senator Newland will be 


sorry for it. 

Senator Newianv.—I was referring to 
men deported for disloyalty. I said no- 
thing as to women and children being sent 
out of the country, and I will not have 

the honorable senator fasten such an alle- 
gation upon me. 

_ Senator GARDINER.—Does Senator 
_ Newland agree with the action of the Go- 
-vernment in deporting women and_chil- 
dren, or does he consider such a thing 
discreditable? 

Senator Newranp.—The Government 
are not deporting women and children. 
_. Senator GARDINER. — A cirenlar 
letter has been issued informing women 
that they must be deported with their 

‘ i 
é 


“That 
was a pleasant action on the part of the 


_ plague and famine do not result in re- 


husbands, and that their Australian-born | 
children are to be given the option of re- 
maining here or going with them. ‘hag 
Senator Miruun.—lIt is a pity the hone 
orable senator has not seen the circular. - 
He has apparently forgotten that if a 
woman is a British subject she is given” eis 
the option of remaining here. 
Senator Nrwziann.—She and her 
family may elect to remain in Australia. 
Senator O’Kzurr.—And starve? 
Senator Newranp.—That is twisting — 
it another way. It is all a great oe 
for the Hun. 


Senator GARDINER.—I am interested 
in what Senator Millen has just re- 
marked. I know full well that if one can 
only talk to the Minister long enough | 
one will reach the truth. 2S 

Senator Mirien.—That, at any rate, oe 
is a comment which has never been. said of 
the honorable senator. - 

Senator GARDINER.—For the pool a 
reason that there has been no need for it. 
The Minister has stated the case in re- 
gard to women of British birth; but how ~ 
about wives who are of alien birth? What * 
choice have they? They must go. They ~ 
have the choice of taking their children 
with them or of leaving them here to the 
tender mercies of a Government who 
could perpetrate such tyrannical action 
as I complain of. One thing certain is 
that if such acts of tyranny continue I | 
shall make it impossible for me to hold a oe 
seat in Parliament. That is what I think 
of my association with such administra- a 
tors. ee 

Senator NEw Lanp Avon wash your | o 
hands of them! : 

Senator GARDINER.—I corphatienlin . 
do so. I realize, if the honorable senator — ie 
does not, that we are passing ae 
very grave times. There has been war. 
There is plague, and there is famine in— 
Australia to-day. Profiteers have forced 
prices so high that people in humble oc- 
cupations are starving. If war and 


os 


volution, then h story has been read in 
vain. | I hoped that the Government Meg : 
have been convinced of the serious plight m i 
of Australia to-day. I expected that er 

would have risen to the reaeeeeY: of a 


- Bibs On country seed ‘the awful 
times ahead of us. What they have done, 


however, is degrading to public life. They 


are not "Bit to be members of the British — 


Empire. 


Debate (on motion by Senator Bax-. 
wap) adjourned. . 


b 


NEW SENATOR. 
Senator EDWARD MULCAHY made 


and subscribed the oath of allegiance as a 
senator representing Tasmania. - 


MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 


Debate resumed. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Rvelas) 
[4.42 |.—We are all gratified to know that 
we meet here at so auspicious a time, 
when at last that long, dreadful war in 
which we have been engaged is over. It 


has clouded Australian as well as all- 
world questions. It’s conclusion is in the 


direction we all had hoped and prayed 
for. I think there -is every reason 
throughout this far-flung Empire of ours 
for the British people to congratulate 
themselves upon-the outcome of four years 
of struggle. The Leader of the Opposi- 


tion, in his address on the Government 
programme for the ensuing session, com- 
-. menced by giving a little description of 
what, in his opinion, is an optimist. He 


described an optimist as a man falling 
from the roof of a ten-story building, and 
as he passed every window saying that he 


was all right so far. May I give another 
_desertption of an optimist that [ once 


heard? An optimist. is a man who thinks 
things are ripe, as distinguished from a 
pessimist who thinks things are rotten. I 
am afraid that any one listening to 
Senator Gardiner’s remarks must con- 
clude that he is a pessimist within my 


interpretation of the term, because he had 
- not one good word to say about the many 


things put before us by the Government 
for consideration during this session. 


It is apparent to all thinking people 


that, although peace may have been signed 
_ + yesterday, or be signed to-day, or 
to-morrow, that is not the end of 
the’ disruption that has taken place , 

in international and_ social relation-~ 
> Ships brought about by the war. I fee 


‘that may take almost as tra ny year 
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of peace to get back to the conditions oF; ‘ 
eoncord and amity previously existing as 
it has taken years of war to get away from 
those conditions. I suggest to my honour- | 
able friends who think that “no good ean > ; 
come out of Nazareth ”—thdt nothing 
which the Government propose can be for 
the good of the people of Australia—that 
our leaders and statesmen, and particularly ’ 
those representing us now at the Peace 
Conference at Versailles, are together 
with the other leaders and statesmen of 
the Allied countries building a bridge. 


A bridge has to be built from the see i 


and precipices, the reefs and quicksands of 
war, to the sunny, grassy slopes of amity 
and concord. We are all engaged in 
building the bridge, whether we be in 


the ranks of the Ministry or be memtets 


of the Ep postion. I do think that in- 


view of the present great unrest that is". 


going through the world like a. prairie 
fire we have our responsibi ities and ob- 
ligations to help in building this bridge. 
At least, we should give reasonable assist=* 


ance in its building, and _ cheer 


those engaged in the actual work. 


There are plenty of people in this 
world of ours who, if they can, will stop — 


the building of the bridge, and even de | 


molish it altogether. I therefore feel 
that the programme put befcre Parlia — 
ment by the Ministry of the work we are’ 
to be called upon to do during the ensu- — 


ing session sets out something which we 
can do in the building of the br idge to. 
cross the chasm between war and peace, 
and it will, I hope, take us a little further 
on our way than we are now. — 

Senator Gardiner gave us some figures 


to show what has been done by Australia _ 
to achieve the victory we have won. | 


do not cavil at his figures. I am with 
him in saying that Australia has done her 


full share, and those glorious men of ours 


have placed Australia’s name indelibly 


on the scroll of history in their achieve- _ 
ments from Gallipoh to the Scheldt. I. 
should like to add that, although the war — 
has been won and victory achieved, and — 
a good many people who took no hand in — 
it and did not help in anv shape or form : 


will try to take”some of the credit. the 


war has been won, net only by those off- ‘ 
clally in authority, but by the et 


fice of patriotic people, who have loved — 


their country sufficiently well to make — 4 


eae 
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that sacrifice. 
enabled the British race in Australia and 
In the Motherland to win the war. 

A comparison has been made between 
the efforts of Australia and those of 
Canada. I have no complaint to make on 
that score, but I ask that we should also 
remember the stupendous efforts made by 
the people of Scotland. The people of 
Scotland sent a greater number of men 
in proportion to population than did the 
people of any other part of the Empire, 
and men equal in determination and 
bravery to any of their brethren of the 
Empire. Scotland alone has, I believe, 
sent nearly 15 per cent. of her population 
to help to win the war. The next nation 
in point of sacrifice and numbers was 
gallant little Wales. I do not think that 
I need remind honorable senators of the 
_ stupendous sacrifices that have been made 
by the people of the Motherland. I do 
not wish that invidious comparisons 
should be presented to the people of Aus- 
tralia in connexion with our effort 
as compared with those 
unless they are invited at the same time 
to remember the stupendous efforts that 
have been made by the people in the 
Motherland. For instance, the Mother- 
land emerges from the war with a load 
of debt per head of population double 
that which is now loading down the 
people of Australia. 
fellow countrymen there have been en- 
gaged in munition making. Efforts of 
immense magnitude have been made by 
the people of Iingland. Comparatively 
speaking, the cost of living has gone up 
there more than it has in any other part 
of the Empire. 
numbers, cost, and sacrifice, the people 
of Australia, badly as many of them have 
been hit as a result of the war, havé not 
suffered in anything like the way in 
_which the people of the Motherland have 
- satfered. 

Senater McDovcatt.—More luxuries 
were bought in England last year than in 
any year before. 

Senator 
aware that millions of munition makers 
were in a_ position to obtain luxuries 
which they could not have dreamt of 
before the war. That was due to the vast 


“he 


That only has, I hee 


of Canada 


Millions of our 


Then, with regard to eens 


the United States into the struggle at a — 


PRATTEN.--We are well 


aan ee oe money ecutated ? in ihe nature 


of war expenditure. I am saying. ha s 
Australia does not stand alone in the © ee 
matter of sacrifice, and when comparisons 
are made with other parts of the world ~ 
it should not be forgotten that Scotland 
sent most men, and that.the debt of 
England to-day is double that imposed — 


upon the people of Australia, as the Te- 


sult of the war. 


During the last fifteen or sixteen - 
months, members of the Government 
have been representing Australia at that 
epoch-making Peace Conference that is, ~~ 
I hope, on “the eve. of completing its : 
labours at Versailles. I think it will be- 


generally agreed by those who have fol- 


lowed the course of international events 
that none of us anticipated twelve months 
ago that the conclusions arrived at by the 


* 


Allies in connexion with Peace settle- = 2 


ments, and now accepted by Germany, 
would be anything like as favorable as = 
they are for the future of the world’s — a 
peace. Intricate and complet 
problems of moment have arisen, and 
dozens of world-wide questions have te Si 

to be settled in all directions. The ques- 
tion of reparation alone would be a 
stupendous question if no other .ques- 
tions had to be considered. So far as our — 
information enables us to form a judg- — eke 
ment, We can congratulate ourselves that, __ 
so far as Austr alia is concerned, we- have 
a fair chance of coming out of the war 
reasonably well comparing our hee ; 
tions with those to which other Allied 
Governments are committed. I need not 
weary the Senate with details of the 
that have had to be faced. 
Suffice it to say that these statesmen and 
leaders of the Empire, and of Australia, 
have been faced with questions the settle- 
ment of which necessitated a compromise. — 
Compromise must necessarily be the basis 
of all settlement. Although the entry of © 


late stage in its history gave that great — 
country perhaps a preponderating voice — 
in the final settlement of the Peace terms, 
I am -not going to. say that President 
Wilson’s ideals are wrong, or that his 
ene of them on the eee Cone 


Bet ae 


wae 


have been made, and justifiably made, 
that America reaped a large profit from 
the war from its very inception, and that 
President Wilson has dominated the 
Peace Conference to a greater extent 
“than was reasonable in view of the small 
contribution made by America. 
_. great moral effect of that country’s entry 
- into the struggle has made only for the 
| eood of humanity, and as citizens of the 
world we can congratulate ourselves upon 
the final peace achievement. 

Coming more closely to the programme 
which has been submitted by the Govern- 
ment, I believe that the great consensus 
__of opinion in Australia regarding our re- 
- presentation at the Peace Conference by 
: the Prime Minister is that he completely 
justified his selection by his action in re- 
_ spect of one matter alone. I allude to 
- his fight in connexion with racial 
"equality. The press has told us the posi- 
; tion that he took .up in regard to it. 
Personally, I believe that he expressed 
the views of 90 per cent. of the electors 
of Australia, and nothing, therefore, 
could be more satisfactory to them than 
the attitude which he adopted. Whether 
for weal or for woe, we have determined 
_ that this continent shall be preserved for 
_ the white races, and I believe that the 
Prime Minister, by adopting the attitude 
which he did, gained the respect of his 
-- epponents by reason of his honest utter- 
- ances, while he certainly won the support 
of the electors of Australia, because of 

__the fight which he made for them. 
Coming to some of the matters set out 
in the statement read by Senator Millen, 
I should first like to say a few words in 
regard to repatriation. Of course, we 
hear complaints about the work of the 
Department. That is inevitable, seeing 
that amongst every huge aggregation of 
average citizens, there are bound to be 
a lot of grousers whom nothing will 
satisfy. In contradistinction to Senator 
_ Gardiner, I desire to say that I have had 
a good deal of experience through ascer- 
taining the feelings which are entertained 
_ by returned soldiers. Many of the men 
are glad to get rid of khaki, and to resume 
their places in civilian life. They do not 
want anything from the Government so 
long as they are treated fairly here. 
There is also a very large section of re- 
uurned soldiers who admit in their 
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“‘dinkum’’ Australian way that they are 


But the 
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being given a fair deal by the Repatria-_ 
tion Department. My own experience is 
that not 10 per cent. of our returned — 
CS are real grumblers and erowlers. 


i Senator Colonel RowrLus—Nothing 
¥ Senator PRATTEN.—In this cad 
nexion, perhaps I may be pardoned for — 
relating a little experience of my own. 
Some months ago, I went into the ques- 
tion of what the Department was doing © 
in the matter of placing some of our re-— 
turned soldiers in businesses. It appears — 
that certain regulations have been framed _ 
under which it is*difficult for a man to be 
placed in a business unless he has had 
some experience of it prior to his enlist-— 
ment. Several men came to me to be-— 
speak my assistance in getting them 
placed in businesses. Amongst these was _ 
one, a returned Anzac, who had been — 
wounded two or three times, a very de-_ 
cent man, who was particularly anxious — 
to get into a business that he had under — 
review. IL gave him letters to the Depart-— 
ment, which treated him courteously and 
fairly, but which eventually told him that — 
he could not be placed in the business he — 
desired, because he had had no previous — 
experience of it. At that time I thought 
the decision of the Department was a very 
harsh one, but I have since had occasion — 
to change my opinion. After four years of — 
fighting I thought it was particularly — 
hard that this man should be defeated by — 
a departmental regulation, and in a weak ~ 
moment I advanced him the money to — 


aa 


acquire the business that he wanted. With — 
a knowledge of how things are going with — 
him now; I am afraid that I shall lose © 
my money. I have come across very many — 
eases in which the men have had a fair ~ 
deal from the Department, and I am in- — 
clined to the opinion that when we find — 
men grousing and agitating, it is _ 
because they want more than a fair — 
deal. I am not going to stand for — 
that, notwithstanding the votes which I~ 
may lose by my action. Last year Sena- ~ 
tor Pearce described me as a “general” — 
supporter of the Government, as opposed — 
to a generous one, and I think it will be © 
admitted that I have, on all occasions, — 


dant aa? | 
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ebresned my opinions of Ministerial mea- 
sures with the utmost frankness. 

_ Senator O’Keurz.—Why this mildness 
to-day? 
Senator 


PRATTEN.—Perhaps the 


honorable senator will be satisfied if he -: 


listens to me a little longer. May I say, 
on behalf of the business community, that 
J applaud the action of the-Government 
in jettisoning a good many of the War 
Precautions regulations, which, during 
the course of the war, have hampered 
their operations in development. I have 
no complaint to make regarding the de- 
termination of the Government to submit 
special legislative proposals in connexion 
with the wheat administration. I be- 
lieve that the bad old times, in connexion 
with the sale, control, and risks asso- 
elated with wheat, have gone, never to 
return. Although I consider the concep- 
tion of a Wheat Pool was a statesman- 
like one at the beginning of the war, 
there are many things j in connexion with 
its administration to which exception can 
be taken. 
authority, that the clean-up of the four 
Wheat Pools in New South Wales will re- 
sult in a very heavy loss. Some of those 
in a position to know consider that 
in New South Wales alone, when the 
whole clean-up is made, the loss occasioned 
by the mice plague, weevils, and damage 
by rain, will amount to nearly £2,000,000. 
I do not think that any honorable senator 
will stand for a control which has done 
no better than that. I trust that the Go- 
-vernment, in continuing the wheat-pool- 
ing arrangements, will give sole control in 
the matter of the care of the stacks and 
the marketing of the product to the men 
who own it—the farmers themselves. I 
hope that the Government control will not 
amount to anything more than the Go- 
vernment representation which will be 
necessary by reason of the financial ar- 
-rangements between themselves and the 
farmers. Another Bill which is fore- 
casted is intended to continue some of 
the governmental regulations, so far as 
our forthcoming wool clip is concerned, 
I understand that it will enable control 
to be continued to 30th June, 1920, and 
that it will virtually enrtrol the market- 


I am informed, on excellent> 


ing of he ee Jains ae have, cage time — 


to time, objected to autocratic control in 
connexion with this matter. Quite a num- 


ber of complaints have grown up in con- 


nexion with subsidiary interests. Whilst, 
I do not think that any complaint can be 
justified in connexion with the wool-scour- 
ing industry, consideration will certainly 
have to be given to the fellmongering in- 
dustry, and to the leather and pelt trade. 

I hope, therefore, that the Bill which J 


have no doubt has been prepared by the — 
Government ‘contains provisions for con- © 


trolling what I regard as the autocratic 
powers of the present Central Wool Com- 
mittee, so that more general satisfac- 
tion may be given to those concerned in 
this industry. I do not:say that Aus- 
tralia has had a good deal. Australia, 
I think, has sacrificed much, as we now 
find in connexion with the sale of our 
primary products. America has fal'en 
all over us in regard to.some prcducts, 
particularly metals, and the Government 
would be well advised to decline further 
control of that commodity. 


The present 
position is a tragedy. Copper, lead, and our 


rare base metal industries particularly, — 


are almost in a state of stagnation. 
fear that the world will take scme time to 
re-adjust itself; and our metal producers 


have a strong claim upon our sympathy, 
because during the war Australian copper — 
was selling at from £108 to £110 per 


Weall 


ton, hile. American producers, who prac-- 


tically “controlled the 


market, 


nearly £150 per ton. 


have =~ 
averaged during the past twelve montns 
Our rare base 


metals—molybdenite, wolfram, and tung- { 
sten—have brought very ‘much’ less, con- 


trolled, than the world’s parity. 
Government, therefore, 
advised, so tar as the metal situation is 
concerned, to allow producers to do 


“The 
would be well 


eS ei’ 2 


exactly what they like, within reasonable 


limits, 
dustry. 


to resuscitate this stagnant in- — 
The prohibition on the export — 
of ores which has been in full force ‘for — 


some time has directly and indirectly - 
been responsible for the shutting down of 


a good many small mines. This control 
had been exercised 
terests of the Empire; but, so far as I 
have been able to ascertain, a clear line 


of demarcation must be drawn between | 


in the so-called in- ~ 20 


bah 


the political and commercial side of our yes. 


- dealings with the British Government. T 


do not believe that in trade matters we 

should view suggestions from the Im- 

perial Government in the same way as 

the early Christians regarded the word 

“‘Mesopotamia,’’ for I know there has 
been a good deal of profiteering behind 
some of these controls. The inter-Allied 
tin control has resulted in the Malaya 
___tin producers being scaled to, the extent 
of £15 or £20 in regard to the sale of 
- tin oxide, for the benefit, not of the 
British Government, but of seme one 
else in London. I suggest, therefore, 
that this.very important section of our 


‘primary preduction be not controlled by 


rd 
4 


* the Government without a full know- 
ledge as to who is controlling it, what 
there is in it for the people overseas, and 
be without consideration being given to the 
4 question where the metals are going and 
"the price paid to the producer. _ 
be The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
_ . Givens) —Order! There is a continual 
buzz of conversation in the press gallery, 
~~ to which I must call attention. The 
press gallery is provided for members of 
_ the press, 
curate reports of the debates; not to dis- 
-  turb the proceedings by talking. 
 Senater PRATTEN.—I repeat that 
this so-called British Government control 
~ of our metals has resulted in our pro- 
-* ducers getting less than the American 
producers; and, as I have shown, the tin 
producers in Malaya have. been obliged 
to accept less than London parity, not to 
mention the American price. It 1s a 
very good thing for Australia that the 


inter-Allied tin control did not extend — 


its ramifications and operations -to this 

country. If it had, I believe our tin 
__ producers would have obtained much less 
* for their tin oxide than they were able to 
‘get. In connexion with this metals ques- 


Th ee 


tion, I urge the Government to make the 


a 


most exhaustive inquiries; to be satisfied 
with nothing but facts, not camouflage, 
. before they bring down any Bill seeking 
to continue control of metals, even in a 
sectional way.. ; 

My honorable friend, the Leader of the 
Opposition (Senator Gardiner) has, I 
hink, referred to the increase in the cost 
of living in Australia. But Australia 1s 
alone. This increase is world-wide. 
‘cost of living has not increased in 


Riba 
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“to enable them to take ac-— 


Australia to anything like the same ex- a 
tent as in other countries, and strange as. 


which is so ably represented by my hon- 
orable friend, Senator Maughan, has_ 
gone up to a greater extent than any- 
where else in the Commonwealth. 
Senator Mavewan.—Are you sure of 
your facts? Have you seen Knibbg 
latest figures ? | ae 
Senator PRATTEN.—This increase — 
in the cost of living is a world-wide move- — 
ment, and is an extremely complicated 
subject. The issue of paper money 
made by this and other Governments, as 
a war obligation, has had some effect 
upon prices, and I am quite sure that the 
“ery abnormal: taxation in England, in 
relation to excess war-time “profits, — 
income, and other matters, has also had 
a very great effect upon the cost of living. ~ 
IT am not here to say that one Govern- 
ment or-one party has been responsible — 
for this state of affairs, or even that there — 
has. been so much’ of that profiteering — 
which my honorable friends are so glad 
to talk about from time to time. ae 
Senator O’Krern.—But yeu admit that 
there are profiteers? — ae 
Senator PRATTEN.—Yes; but with 
all due deference to honorable senators 
opposite, I say that profiteering in Aus- 
tralia compared~with the profiteering in — 
other parts of the world is as the scourg- ~ 
-ing with a whip to the scourging with — 
scorpions. Let us see what happens: As 
honorable senators know, I have had — 
some experience in the jam and fruit 
preserving trades of Australia. The ordi- 


By 
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nary 1-lb. tin of jam, which the average _ 


housewife buys two or three times per — 
week, to-day is costing 2d. more per tin — 
than before the war. In other words, there — 
has been an increase, approximately, of 50. — 
per cent., and as the average housewife — 
will buy about three tins per week, she — 
will be paying 6d. per week more for this — 
commodity than prior to the war. But — 
how has that increase been brought — 
about? Honorable senators will say—and — 
I think quite rightly—that the fruit- — 
‘grower does not get any of it. 
Senator Oolonel Rowxr1.—He does — 
not. ae : 
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Senator PRATTEN.—I admit that. 
The manufacturer gets 50 per cent. more 
than under pre-war conditions; but it 
must be borne in mind that 1d. of that 
2d. increase goes to the tin plate manu- 
facturer of South Wales, 
grower of Queensland, od the other 4d. 
is accounted for by the increased cost of 
“labour and local material. Here, then, 
is an ilustration of what my honorable 
friends opposite call profiteering—an in- 
crease of 50 per cent. on pre-war prices, 
all accounted for. 

Senator Farrsarrn.—Even the sugar 
erower has to pay an extra price for his 
labour now. 

Senator PRATTEN.—That is so. If 
we analyze these charges of profiteering, 
it will be found that in many cases the 
devil is not so bad as he is painted, at 
least so far as Australia is concerned. [ 
am not prepared to admit that the whole 
of our manufacturers are profiteers, 
though I admit that some have been doing 
well as a result of the war. 

Senator O’Krnrr.—You 
manufacturers. 

Senator PRATTEN.—-Yes; but my 
honorable friend forgets that very often 
the whole of the Australian manufac- 


mentioned 


turers are included in this broad sweep-~— 


ing statement of profiteering. Indeed, 
the Australian manufacturers are some- 
times specifically referred to, and in the 
case quoted, I have accounted for the rise 
_in price of Australian-made goods. In 
a great many other cases it will be found, 
also, that the increase in the cost of pro- 
duction is solely and wholly due to the 
increased cost of. raw material. The 
flour millers are compelled to give a cer- 
tain price for wheat, and are restricted so 
far as the sale of their product is con- 
cerned. Although millers’ balance-sheets 


- may show an additional profit-as com- 


pared with pre-war conditions, I do not 
_ think any reasonable man will object to a 
- firm working, say, three shifts in twenty- 
four hours, showing a little more profit. 
The wear and tear upon the machiner 
would be very much greater, and it 
“would © be necessary, for ~that reason 
alone, that the profit should be in- 
creased. I could follow the question of 
profiteering in many directions. I could 


$d. to the sugar. 


The importers are worse... 


—_—— : 


show that the real reason’ for ‘the. pies. og 


of most articles. of Australian production 
having risen is the cost of raw mate- 
rial which, more often than not, has 
been imported from abroad. I cite such 
domestic articles as buckets and tubs 


made from imported galvanized iron. We ~ 


in Australia are not responsible for the 


price of galvanized iron having been in-— 


creased, as the result of the war, from 
£20 to £80 a ton and more.~ The raw 
material of those buckets and tubs, manu- 
factured in Australia, was galvanized iron 


‘which cost’ at one time nearly £100 a 


ton. In such circumstances prices were 
bor to soar, and none but the most 
elementary. political economist would say 
that the Austrahan manutactirer was 
profiteering. ! 


According to a -press report last week, 
honorable senators opposite are prepar- 


ing to commit political hari-kari. I am_ 
given to understand that in the plate 
of the Labor party there is a plank to the 
effect that if the party ever again secures — 
ower it will abolish the Senate. Its 
members realize, I hope, that first they 
must alter the Constitution, and that — 
that cannot be done in a day or a 
or, perhaps, a decade. 


sen 2 | 
The stated inten- — 
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tion may be, of course, merely a pious — 


aspiration involving no risk to Labour re- 


presentatives at present in this Cham- 


ber ; 
question of what we should do while ea 
Senate is still in existence. I believe in 
proportional representation. 


States Chamber—there should be repre-— 


sentation of minorities as well as of majo-.— Se ae 
It does not require much imagina- o 
tion to see how, in certain circumstances, 


rities. 


there may be 36 members of the Senate 
belonging to one party and no re- 
presentation of any other. In view 
of improvements recently effected with 


ing with a sort of preferential vote which — 
will confer no advantages 


presentation system. 
to the votes of the electors their proper 
reflection.in the Senate. Despite the in- 
sinuations of the Leader of the “Opposi- 


oN 


In a Cham- — 


ber constituted as this is—essentially a 2 


tion, in this Chamber, I do not oe — i 


but I desire to discuss the practical age 


- 
= 


regard to the election of representa- — a e 
tives in another place the Government  __ 
will be well advised if, instead of tinker-_ a 
ty 


over present ess 
methods, they adopt the proportional re- 
That would insure — 


Bb eoptions: es He | “Govpereet. 
among the electors there is a growing ap- 
: _ preciation of the benefits of such a system 
of voting. Illustrations of its operation 
| in Tasmania have emphasized that propor- 
_ tional representation would send to this 
_ Chamber representatives who fairly, and, 
therefore proportionately, represented the 
electors. I trust that the Government 
will not experiment with systems which 
may lock good encugh and may suit them, 
but that they will say emphatically, ce 
shall have proportional representation.’’ 
The party to which I belonged prior to the 
war committed itself to the system; and, 
_ after full discussion, I feel assured that a 


yiie! 


oe 


_ majority of honorable senators will favour 
_ _-~—sthe mathematical form of representation. 
p's I hail with satisfaction the decision of 
_ the Government to revise the Tariff at an 
~~ early date. We are faced in Australia 


with the obligation of paying off a luge 
war debt amounting to £300,000,000. If 
we include our notes fund and other 
obligations our total debt becomes 
£350,000,000. The veriest tyro in poli- 


tics must. see that our only hope of hear-' 


ing this ‘oad lightly is by increasing pro- 
~~ duction and by exercising a determined 
—_eare for the balance of trade in our favour 
_--—-—-without which we shall very soon get 
ee: ~ Into a financial bog. Since the war even 
such eminent Free Traders as Mr. 
Asquith, formerly Prime Minis‘er of 


England, have become converted to the 


doctrine of the balance of trade. Before 
the war the economists of the old school 
the middle Victoriam era—set up the 
- theory that the more we imported the 
richer we grew. I was glad to learn, 
over two years ago, that a Free Trader 
ranking as does Mr. Asquith, should have 
% admitted his conversion, and should have 
» said that as a result of her war obliga- 
| tions England must see to it that the bal- 
_ance of trade as between imports and ex- 
ports should never be against her. In 
other words, the late Prime Minister’s 
view was that the greatest concéntration 
possible should be made upon the develop- 
ment of exports, and that in every way 
| Sa imports should be discouraged. 
In Australia we have a certainty of im- 
_ mense primary production. Our imports 
have lately grown considerably. At the 
present rate of expansion they will soon 
exceed exports. 


apemaneterres 


Les Toss, 1910.) _ 
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I am deeply satisfied, 
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therefore, pith the announcement of then 
Government respecting the Tariff. J trust 


that its consideration will not be left too — j 


late in the session. One of the many 
angles of discussion upon that subject will | 
probably be in relation to the increased © 


cost of living in certain directions — 
as the result of alterations of the 
Tarif, I do not intend to stand 
for the imposition of duties which 


will surely increase the cost of necessary 
commodities. If Australian manufac- 
turers are given a fair chance; especially — 
against-the possible surplus dumping of — 
our Allies—and two of them, particu-— 
larly—internal competition will bring 
down prices; and, although imports may 
perhaps be restricted, our internal deve- | 
lopment—if the Tariff is scientifical’ y re- 
vised—will assuredly not increase the cost 
of living. 
I hape the Government will go slow in 
regard to Naval policy. The details 
and ramifications of the Peace jerms are 
not yet understood, nor, indeed, known in 
Australia. I hope the peoples of to-day 
will witness a general disarmament, and 
I firmly trust that Great Britain will be 
given the policing of the seas for the 
League of Nations. In that case it will not — 
be necessary for Australia to burden her-— 
self with very large additions to he 
Naval Unit. I do not believe that the 
Government, in considering Australia’s © 
future Naval policy, will ask Parliament — 
to commit itse'f to anything in the way 
of development until we can fully appre-_ 
ciate what will fo'low the establishment 
of the League of Nations and the task of 
Britain as ‘the policeman of the seas. 
I am sorry that such apparently heavy 
sentences were imposed in Sydney some 
days ago in connexion with the so- -called 
mutiny, on board the Australia. Ale 
though we call our navy ‘‘the Australian 
Navy’’ it is really under British con- 
trol; and, until the war is over and our 
naval policy is approved by Parliament, 
it must remain under British control. [I 
hope that our future naval policy will 
provide for a Royal Australian Navy in 
fact as well as in nare. At present all 
the officers on our warships are loaned by 
the Royal Navy. There is considerable 
dissatisfaction amongst the rank and file 


of ovr Navy, because of the narrowing 


of their chances of promotion due to this 


ot 
b 
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reason, Only last week two fights 0c- 
-eurred in George-street, Syaney, between 
Austrahan and British jack tars of the 
game ratings and off the same ship. 
There was no personal animus between 
the contestants at all; but their quarrel 
_ started in connexion with this system of 
promotion. Officers, even down to war- 
rant and petty officers, are chosen from 
the British Navy, and our own men are 
debarred from chances of promotion. 
Senator Baxuar.—Why? 


Senator PRATTEN. —Owing 17) the 
system; and I am now suggesting to the 
Government that that system must be 
very carefully reviewed. 

Senator Miiten.— When ‘the honorable 
senator speaks of the system, is not length 
of service a dominating factor? 

Senator PRATTEN.—That may be 
under British Navy regulations; but I 
say again that if we are to have an Aus- 
tralian Navy we must.see that as soon as 
we can we make it an Australian Navy 
in fact as well as in name. Although 
the system debarring from possible pro- 
motion the rank and file of our men who 
have joined our Navy has been in force 
during four years of war under British 
Navy “conditions, I say it 1s an obligation 
upon the representatives of Australia, 
and of Australia herself, to see that those 

conditions do not always obtain. 

I do not intend to weary the Senate by 
referring to many other matters included 
in the very big programme of suggested 
legislation which the Government has 
placed before us, but I must say, as a 
representative of New South Wales, that 
I regret that there is not a single “word 
in the Ministerial statement that applies 
_to the Federal Capital. The construction 

of the Federal Capital is the only obliga- 
tion of our Constitution that has not been 
kept. Our obligations to. Tasmania and 
_ to Western Australia in financial matters 
have been fulfilled. The Commonwealth 
has built the Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta 
railway ito link up Western Australia 
with the eastern States. In other direc- 
tions the Commonwealth has stood to the 
bargain made in 1901, when Federation 
was accomplished. I shall not labour the 
matter of the Federal Capital now, but I 


Heo I Pipes to Suentan it. “i the Go-. 
vernment are in earnest in connexion 
with that matter, 
ways and means might be found to con- 


tinue the work, If it were possible for — 


this Parliament to meet at Canberra, 7 

Federal Territory, away from the loaves 
and fishes of the cities, and away also 
from the pull-devil-pull-baker system that 
operates here in connexion with some 
Federal 
able to take.a more dispassionate and 
more equitable view of the big problems 
with which we are faced. I hope that 


the Government will take into considera- 


tion the question of proceeding with the 
Federal Capital. The Treasurer (Mr. 
Watt) informs us that we shall have a 
reasonably good surplus, and, while [ 


I have no doubt that 


administration, we should be- 


have no ak to ear-mark that, nor any — 


indemnity we may get from Germany, I 


-say that in connexion with repatriation 


alone there are ways and means of going 
on with work at the Federal Capital, 


thereby keeping the sacred and honor- 


able compact made with New South 
Wales when Federation was achieved. 


Senator O'KEEFE (Tasmania) [5.45]. 


—In the document placed before us by 
the Government there is certainly plenty 
of food for discussion. I object straight- 


way to/one of the first paragraphs in 


it, in which it is stated that— 


Until the protracted deliberations of the 
Peace Conference were approaching finality, it  —— 
was considered inadvisable to summon the ~~ 
Houses for the discussion of public business. = 


Even now, the information at the disposal of 
the Cnet as to the terms of Peace is 


not sufficient to warrant the submission. of — 


the matter to Parliament, and it appears 


aed 


probable that it will have to await the return ~ 


of the Australian representatives. 


J join issue with the Government when re 


they contend that it was necessary to 
keep the doors of this Parliament closed, 
and to govern the country under the War 
Precautions Act, simply because Peace 
had not been signed. During this time, 
Parliaments have met in Great Britain 


and in France. If it was wise that Par- ae 


haments should meet in Great Britain 


and in France—within a stone’s throw of — 


the actual scene of the war and the centre 


of the deliberations of those charged with — aie d es 


the settlement of great problernin deal 


- “ie Be 


Wier aor 


cords eee matters other dos i086 
involved in the terms of Peace, it does 
seem to me that in Australia, so far re- 


moved from the scene of conflict, there 


was justification, and, indeed, necessity, 
for Parliament to meet earlier than it 


has met to deal with the vast problems 


awaiting our solution. 


There are a number of matters referred 


- to in the Ministerial statement which are 


bound to be fully discussed, and which 


¥ 


will take a long 


3 twelve months. 


- ment to sit at all in the new year. 
- people of Australia have been wondering 
“why the doors of the Federal Parliament 


time to deal with 
in both Houses. ‘The importance of 
many of them warrants the fullest dis- 
‘cussion, and if this Parliament is to give 


legislative effect to the matters included - 


in the Ministerial statement, it will not 
be possible for us to rise before this day 
We know that we must 
rise early in the new year, and it may 
be found inconvenient for this Parlia- 


The 


should have been kept closed for six or 


seven months in view of the important 


‘problems awaiting consideration. Some 
of them are mentioned in the Ministerial 


statement, and many of them might have 


been dealt with without the slightest re- 


ference to the Conference being held on 


the other side of the world. A number 
of matters referred to in the statement 
before us could have been brought for- 


ward several months ago, as they are not 


affected by the 
terms. 

Two or three paragraphs are devoted 
to the question of. repatriation, and we 
are told that— . 

The powers of Local Repatriation Commit- 


tees have recently been greatly extended, and 
it is anticipated that this decentralization will 


signing of the Peace 


insure the treatment of applications with a 


* minimum of delay. 


x 
I am not going to quarrel with Senator 


Pratten’s statement that the Repatria- 


tion Department has: done good work. 
With the control of so much _expenditure 


it would not have been possible for such 


a Department to avoid doing some 
good work. The Minister in charge of 


a the) Department would not be the type of 
man we know Senator Millen to be if he 


: ince not able to say that he had done 


tion, spoke 


- effort. 


some good work, and some that had giveti 
general satisfaction. At the same time, I 
disagree with the system of control of 
the Repatriation Department. When 
Senator Millen claims, as no doubt he 
will, that the system adopted is the best, 
and when Senator Pratten, who. appar- 
ently believes that it is the best system, 
since he does not object to it, makes the 
same claim, I can inform both that meet- 
ings of returned soldiers’ associations in 
different parts of Australia have objected 
to the present system of control. They 
have advocated that, instead of the great 
problems of repatriation being allowed to 
depend for solution upon honorary 
efforts, the whole business should be 
vested in three well-paid Commissioners, 
to be chosen because of their known or- 
ganizing ability, even though we should 
have to search the world for them. They 
should be paid according to the value of 
the work they have to do and the mag- 
nitude of the problems with which they 
will have to deal. There are, in pro- 
portion to population, as many returned 
soldiers in Hobart as in any other city | 
in the Commonwealth, and at a meeting 


of the association held recently there, the _ 
secretary, who was a member of the State __ 
Parliament, and is a trusted officer, with 
other leading members of the associa- 
in very adverse terms of 


the work of the Repatriation Department. 
They were not blaming the Minister for 


what they regarded as faults, nor were on 
they blaming any of the local committees, 1a 
They were blaming the system of control 


I felt very interésted in this matter, be- 


cause they carried resolutions which were 


exactly to the same effect, and almost in ~ 
the same words, as proposals which I en- 
deavoured to get embodied in the Repatria- 
tion Bill when it was before this Cham- 
ber. I am not going to deny that good 
work has been done by the local Repa- 
triation Committees. I am as grateful as 
anybody to them for the work which they 
have performed in‘a honorary capacity, 
but I-claim that the job is too big for 
them. The problems involved are too 
vast to be allowed to rest on honorary 
Millions of pounds have to be ex- 
pended in properly restoring to their civil 
avocations the men, who, if their interests 


@ 
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are not looked after, will suffer because 
they were game enough to leave Australia 
to fight for a good cause. I repeat that 
the job i is too big to be allowed to rest ou 
honorary effort. “T believe that if we could 
get into touch with the Repatriation Com- 
mittees in the bigeer centres of Austraha 


we should find that many of them enter-— 


tain the same opinion. I am fortified in 
this conviction by the resolutions which 
were passed by the Returned Soldiers and 
Sailors Association in Hobart. That a 
great deal has been done for our returned 
soldiers we all know, but I am sorry to 
say that, In some instances, they are not. 
being as ‘well treated by private employers 
as we were led to believe they would be. 
I recognise that many private employers 
have been true to their pledges. I adinit 
that many institutions have kept their 
promises to these men. But there are in- 
dividuals and institutions which have 
seized upon any trivial excuse, so long as 
it meant the saving of a,few shillings, for 
refusing to reinstate these men in their 
former positions. Then again there are 
cases in which employers, in a mistaken 
zeal to keep their pledges, have gone too 
far in the other direction. I know of 
cases in which the very best tradesmen in 
their own callings—men with families 
dependent upon them—have been regret- 
fully dismissed in order to make room for 
returned soldiers. I know of a linotype 
operator, with a family dependent upon 
him, who is acknowledged by his em- 
ployers to be one of the best of workmen, 
and who was dismissed to make room for 
a returned soldier who was a single man. 
I do not beheve that the “dinkum” re- 
turned men stand for that kind of thing. 
But these incidents serve to show the diffi- 
culty that will be experienced in finding 
employment for returned soldiers without 
ee very grave injustice to others. That 
is all the more reason why this difficulty 
Paola be dealt with by men who are 
qualified to undertake the work, and who 
will be well paid for doing it. They 
should be men of great organizing ability. 
I hope that, ere long, we shall see a change 
in the system of control, and that we shall 
have paid commissioners who will be re- 
sponsible to the Minister for Hepp iiation, 
Senator O’ Keefe, 


bey es 


{SEN ATED 


Shee. in hie turn. _ will be responsible. to = 


Parliament. : 

Paragraph 4 of ie Ministerial > pro- 
gram contains a reference to the outbreak - 
of influenza which has played such havoc — ee 
in various parts of Australia. It says— — 


The influenza epidemic in- our midst has 
eaused regrettable loss of life-and widespread - 
distress. 

Although quarantine is in the hands of the 
Commonwealth, important health powers still 
reside with the States. 

When an outbreak of this disease apoeered” 
probable, the Government, with a keen desire 
to unite all the administrative forces of Aus-_ 
tralia in its attack, entered into an agreement 
with the States, which provided for complete — 
concert and co-operation. 3 

This agreement was abrogated by several 
State Governments, who, in “defiance of con- 
stitutional rights, imposed their own quaran-— « 
tine measures on, land and sea traffic. ee Ne 

The result was a lamentable disorganization 
of the shipping services, occasioning serious 
shortages of food supplies and fuel in many | 
parts of the Commonwealth, and grave delays 
in the debarkation of our returning soldiers. — 

The futility, of such methods was, however, 
gratually recognised by most of the apes yoge 
and nearly all the local regulations have since © 
been withdrawn. 


I wish to point out that there is one Sea 
which has not withdrawn the regulations — 
imposed by its own health authorities. 
That State, in defiance of the Federal — 
quarantine authorities, and backed up uy. e 
the opinion of its own health authorities, 


has insisted upon retaining a seven _ 
days’ quarantine as the only safe 
precaution against ‘the introduction — 

of influenza. So far it has been 


fortunate enough to escape any out- — 
break of the disease. | Whilst it is true 

that influenza cases have been brought. to _ 

Tasmania by the Wyandra and other ves- — a 
sels, those cases have been disembarked at 
the Quarantine Station in Barnes Bay, — 
on the Derwent, some miles distant from 
Hobart. There they have been com- oe 
pelled to undergo a period of seven 
davs’ detention, as recommended by the 
health officers of Tasmania. The Chief oe 
Health Officer of ‘that State, who is also — “4 
the offi.cer in charge of the quarantine — 
arrangements for the Commonwealth, has — 
expressly stated—and his opinion is up- 
held by every medical man in Tasmania— 
that seven days may be regarded as a 
safe period of quarantine, but nothing 
less than seven days. fae PoLnEOP 


each i ae ae Sen eee say that 
when our health officers refused to shorten 
— this” tern of quarantine, the Acting 

_ Prime Minister, advised, I. suppose, by 
Dr. Cumpston, the Chief Commonwealth 
Health Officer, sent a brutal ultimatum 
to Tasmania, stating that if the period 


“eet quarantine were not shortened to. four 


3 _ days, such little shipping as Tasmania 
e ad at that time would be withdrawn. 
When the Acting Prime Minister took 
advantage of a chance Act of Parliament 
to send such an ultimatum to a State 
__whose only desire was to keep the scourge 
* of influenza outside its territory, he sadly 
misunderstood his functions. What 
: ee croit would it be to anybody if, by 
- reason of shortening the period of quaran- 
tine, a tate which had hitherto been 
_ clean, became infected? The only reason 
"advanced by the Acting Prime Minister 
for his action was the lamentable disor- 
ganization of the shipping service. He 
may have had some reason to point out 
to the State Government that as far as 
possible they should co-operate with the 
Commonwealth Government, but when he 
sent his message threatening to withdraw 
__ what shipping Tasmania possessed at a 
time when hundreds of our producers were 
: faced with ruin on account of the almost 
a Stal absence of shipping facilities with 
_-which to transport their perishable pro- 
ducts to the mainland—— 


-~ Senator Russztn.—Tasmania declined 
to allow us to land troops from vessels 
which had been declared clean. 
Senator O’KEEFE.—The Acting Min- 
ister for Defence is making a statement 
which I have never seen in print. I do 
not know the particular incidents that he 
-. ~ has in his mind, but I do know that at the 
time of which I speak Tasmania was suf- 
_. ferine from a tremendous scarcity of 
shipping. Yet because its health officer 
said that seven days’ quarantine provided 
a“safe margin in the case of influenza, 
while four days did not, the authorities 
there were told that if they insisted upon 
keeping ships in quarantine for seven 
_ days the little shipping which Tasmania 
already had would be withdrawn. Seeing 
= “that the threat could be made only by 


~~ 


reason of the powers conferred under the ° 


War Precautions Act, the Acting Prime 
§ a was Loti Suts an unfair ee 


_ [26 Town, 1919. ae 
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But for the War Precautions Regulations, 


Ministers could exercise no control what- 
ever over shipping. Consequently the 
Acting Prime Minister seized upon | a 
piece of emergency legislation to seriously 
interfere with the livelihood of a very 
large number of people. Hundreds of 
Tasmanian producers were faced with ab- 
solute ruin if they did not accept the 
verdict of the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, and on the other hand, if they did 
not indorse the view of the State Go- 


vernment the whole of Tasmania was in « 
“The fact 


danger of becoming infected. 
that Tasmania has escaped the influenza 


JOTIS: 


a 


epidemic is the best possible evidence we — 


could have that our own health officers 


were right, and Dr. Cumpston was wrong a 


about the quarantine period. 
Senator Baxuar.—Hear, hear! 


Senator Russrn.t.—We all join in con- 
eratulating Tasmania upon her im- 
munity. 


Senator O’KEEFE. <a am aie to 
have the Minister’s assurance, but if he 
had attended scme of the public meetings 
held in the chief centres of Tasmania, he 


would have realized that there was an im- : 


pression that the Acting Prime Minister 
and the Commonwealth Government do 
not care two straws what happened to 
Tasmania so long as shipping facilities 


were not hindered by the longer period 
Senator Bakhap will ae 


of quarantine. 
bear me out in that statement. 


Senator BakuHaP.—I do not think ot : 


the honorable senator is quite correct in 
saying that the people of Tasmania had 


the impression that the Acting Prime _ 
Minister did not care two straws what — 


happened to Tasmania. Their impres- 


sion was that the State Government were 
ee is Dee 


right .in their attitude. 
question. 


Senator O’KEEFE.—It is six of one 


This is 
I have gathered in 


and half-a-dozen of the other. 
no party matter. 


conversation with groups of people every-— 
‘where that the general impression was 
that the Government did not care so long — 


as shipping was released. 


Senator Bakuap.—We are supporting — 
That is — 


our own Government to a man. 


the point. 
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Senator O’KEEFE.—That is so. No 
_ party interests are involved in this mat- 
ter. There were big meetings in 
- Hobart, Launceston, and elsewhere, at- 
tended by both opponents and supporters 
of the present Government, and there 
was a general chorus of condemnation 
against the action of the Acting Prime 
Minister and the Government. The Con- 
troller of Shipping (Admiral Clarkson) 
seems to have Tasmania in his grip, and 
does just what he likes in connexion with 
quarantine «matters. In an interview I 
had with him the other day, he informed 
me that he did not believe that there was 
any more influenza in Victoria than in 
Pasmania, but I told him that, in 
such matters, I preferred to accept the 
views of our own health officers. 

Senater Baxnar.—Fortunately, we are 
not losing our population, at all events. 
Senator O’KEEFE.—Admiral Clark- 
son seemed to have the idea that the 
medical officers of Tasmania did not have 
a proper prip of the position, because 
they had not been over to Victoria. 
That was a most remarkable statement to 
come from a man in Admiral Clarkson’s 
_ position. 1 submit that the Government 
have treated Tasmania very unfairly in 
connexion with the shipping during the 
past six months. We are only a small 
State, numerically and geographically, 
and probably that is the reason why we 

_ have not received more consideration. 
Senator Baxnap.—We ought to receive 
first consideration as regards shipping, 
because that is our only means of com- 
munication with the mainland. 
Senator O’KEEFE.—Undoubtedly we 
should. 
the difficulties encountered in Tasmania 
‘by shipping quarantine, and difficulties 
in the other States, because Tasmania is 
wompletely isolated. The other States 
may have their troubles, but at least they 
ve some means of communication he- 
sween the capital cities, so they are not 
in the same position as Tasmania, which 
has. been absolutely cut off from the 
mainland for two or three weeks at a 
time. With shipping withdrawn, it has 
been impossible for our people to get sup- 
plies which are absolutely necessary, and 
impossible, also, to transport to the 
mainland their perishable products, which 


There is no comparison between ~ 


a 


have been piled up for months past on ab : 


all the wharfs, Pears must be mar- ~— 


keted within a few days after being : 


picked, but owing to the withdrawal of 


shipping, thousands of cases have been’ _ 


allowed to rot on the trees, to the ruin 
of orchardists, who are a very fine type 


of citizen, engaged in the very best type 


of closer ‘settlement in Australia. 


Senator Bakaap.—And representing 

one of the principal. industries of Tas-— 

mania, es: . xen 
Senator O’KEEFE. — Apple-growers ~ 


have suffered in like manner, because in 


ordinary seasons they look to the Bris- 
bane, Sydney, and Melbourne markets to 
absorb a certain proportion of their crop; 


and as no oversea ships have been avail- _ 
able of late, they were relying upon the __ 


Inter-State markets to take a larger pro- 


portion this year than usual. | 
{ come now to another aspect of the 


shipping position. Paragraph No. 
the Ministerial statement reads— 

A large number of the fleet of steamers 
which are owned in Australia is still under 
Imperial requisition, but their release is ex- 
pected within a few months. The vessels re- 


6 of 


‘Maining in Australian waters are requisitioned __ 
under powers conferred under the War Pre- mds 


cautions Act, As a result of the governmental 
control of Inter-State shipping, Australia has, 
during the war, enjoyed more favorable 
freights and fares than any other belligerent — 


yy 


country. The urgent question: of maintaining, 


after the present control expires, the cheap 


coastal services in the face of the tempting 


rates earned by tonnage in other waters, is at 


present engaging the attention of the Govern- 


ment. 
Senator Russzru.—If we released 


those boats they could earn enormous pro- ae 


- 


fits overseas. 


Senator O’KEEFE.—What does the. 


paragraph mean ? 


Senator Russetu.—It is an intimation 


x 


that we do not intend to let them go. 


Senator O’KEEFE.—I am glad to get 
that assurance from the Minister, becavtse 


of the inference that probably the 6.25 a 
vernment. might allow these vessels to 
earn a lot of money in other parts of the 
world, instead of bringing them to Aus- — 
tralia and working them in Australian — 


waters. Some people might say that that 
is good business; that as these ships are 
owned by the people of the Common- 


wealth, they should be run as_ a com- 
mercial proposition. I am very glad, — 


NAPE oS Z Sues k 7a) rl eee af, soe 


Vie 


a 


Aes BS dcak: Dy oe ea hee Soe eeiinient 
me ey no intention of continuing to employ 
these vessels in other waters merely be- 


cause they. would earn more\money there. 


This will be very good news; indeed; to 


the people of Tasmania. Recently, one 


: 2 gf the biggest deputations of © business 


~ men ever held in Hobart approached the 


‘Premier and asked him to communicate 
with the Federal authorities to see if 
the shipping situation could not be eased 
by having one of the federally-owned 
vessels pub on the run between the main- 
land and Hobart; and another between 
the mainland and the north coast. I tell 
‘the Government candidly that, unless 


e something is done to ease the ‘position 


pretty soon, hundreds, and _ perhaps 
thousands, of our very best producers will 
_be absolutely ruined. The wharfs along 
the northern coast—at Stanley, Burnie, 


- Devonport, and Ulverstone—have been 
_ stacked up with produce for months past, 


awaiting shipment to the mainland. The 
position is perhaps intensified down south, 
because the northern produce is not so 
perishable. There was an impression 
- that when the Government spent over 


 £2,000,000 in purchasing a fleet of ships, 
ue they did it, not with the intention of 
gunning. those vessels 


all around the 
world merely as a trading proposition, 


put with the sole purpose of easing the 


- situation in Australia. I trust that as 


. the steamers return to Australian waters 


the Government will free them, so far as 


possible, from overseas engagements, and 


that as many of them as may be required — 


for the shipping services of the Common- 
wealth will be retained. Unless that 
autocrat of shipping, Rear-Admiral Sir 
- William Clarkson, can see his way clear 
to take action at once the position will 
become still more serious. 


_ Senator Baxuar.—What was 


her| 


the 


matter with the steamer which ‘came 


across empty to-day? Could she not 


have’ brought Tasmanian produce to the 


mainland ? On account of the seamen’s 
strike, she would not have made the 


a _ passage if she had been asked to carry 


et) CBIR. 


The Wyandra could have crossed 
with a full load of Tasmanian produce 
for the mainland markets but for the 
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senator suggesting that that is due to the i 
“seamen’s strike? Be 


ports of the’ Inter-State Commission deal-_ 


Statement. 


FS oreatioe: O’KEEFE.—Is the honorable 4 


Senator Baxwar.—A very large ‘dame. . 
of the responsibility must rest upon those — 
responsible for the seamen’s strike. oe 

Senator O’7KEEFE.—It is a question a 
which must be discussed at length, and 
I ask leave to continue my remarks: 

Leave granted; debate adjourned. 


Senate aisodees at 6.29 p.m. 


Mouse of Representatives. 
| Thursday, 26 June, 1919. 


a 


Elliot | 


Mr. W. 


SPEAKER (Hon. 


. Johnson) took the chair at 2.30 p. m,, and 


read prayers. 


REQUISITION OF VESSELS. 


Mr. KELLY.—I desire to ask the 
Minister representing the Minister for the 
Navy if he can arrange to have laid upon ; 
the table of the Library all the papers in — 
the possession of the Navy Office in econ- é 
nexion with the requisition for trading 
purposes of the two vessels orginally — 
known as Emerald Wings and Bright — 
Wings, and as to the arrangements for 
their subsequent trading operations in the 
Commonwealth ? 

Mr. WISE.—TI shall submit the homens 
able member’s request to the Acting 
Minister for the Navy (Mr. Poynton). — 


COST OF LIVING. 


Inter-State Commission’s Reports, 
Mr. TUDOR.—wWill the Minister for : 
Trade and Customs state whether the re- os 


ing with the cost of living—I refer par- . 
ticularly to the reports on house rents and 
clothing—will be made available at once 
to honorable members? I have seen a 
copy privately, but wish to know when 
these reports will be available to houon | 
able members generally ? ; 


Mr. GREENE.—I will see that they 
are made available as oany as possible, 2 
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~ PROFITEERING AND 
BOLSHEVISM. 


“Mr. FENTON.—At an important 
gathering in England recently the Prime 
_ Minister (Mr. Hughes), according to the 
press reports, declared that profiteering 
bred Bolshevism. di wish to ask the 
Acting Prime Minister whether he is 
in accord with that opinion, and if so, 
whether he will do vieeom an to suppress 
profiteering ? 


| Mr. WATT.—I regret that I am not at 
. liberty to answer the honorable member’s 
\ question, since a question of the same 

kind stands on the notice-paper 
name of the honorable member for Captri- 
- cornia (Mr. Higgs). 


ae 


EMPLOYMENT AT SOUTH 
MAITLAND. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—On our last day of © 


sitting last year the Acting Prime Minis- 

ter promised to make inquiries as 

to an advertisement in the press 
- inviting persons to apply for employment 
on the South Maitland coalfields. Has 

the honorable gentleman completed that 
— Inquiry ? 


Mr. WATT. —=I do not Leow how jote se 


it is since the inquiry was completed. 
All the details are in the Department, 
and I will look them ig for the honorable 


member. 


: GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—Will the Acting 
Prime Minister state whether any nego- 
tiations are proceeding between the Im- 
-perial and Commonwealth Governments 
relative to the selection of a successor to 
Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson as Governor- 
General of the Commonwealth. If so, 
will he suggest that a commoner, who is 
neither a military nor a naval officer, 
would be most acceptable to the ewe 
of Australia ? 


“Mr, WATT.—It is ave unusual to 
bring a matter of this kind before the 
‘House without notice. 
that any-such negotiations are proceed- 
ing between the Imperial and Common- 
Uo Governments. 


Se 


in the. 


-I shall look into the matter. 


I am not aware 


“SUPPLY OF POTASH. | 


Mr. “MACKAY. —I desire fo ‘eggs a 
Minister for Trade and Customs whether 
he will state for public information what — 
steps have been taken by the Government 
to obtain overseas a supply of potash for 
the use of the fruit-growers of Aus- 
tralia. ? 

Mr. GREENE.—It would be well, I 
think, for the honorable member to give — 
notice of this question, so that I may be 
in a position to give the House full and — 
detailed information. For some con- 
siderable time we have been negotiating 
for supplies of potash, and I should ws 
to give the House fult pose ees | 


_ — 


NAVY AND DEFENCE 
ADMINISTRATION. 


Finat Report or Royat Conntsston. a 


Mr. HIGGS.—Has the Acting Pre aS: 
Minister received the final report of the  —__ 
Royal Commission appointed to inquire ae 
into Nayy and Defence administration? | at ie 
If so, will he lay it on the table of the 
House, and move thiat it be printed. ee 
think there was a final report drawn up. 

Mr. WATT.—I think that a very | 
small report was rendered before the 
Commission dispersed. JI do not know 
whether it has been laid on the ae but 


WOOL APPRAISEMENT >on 
Mr. BAMFORD.—Will the — Acting 
Prime Minister make available all papers, 
letters, telegrams, &c., in relation to the 
naming of certain seaports as. Pas) forse 


the appraisement of wool? _ a - 
Mr. WATT.—The honorable member 

refers to all correspondence, &e.? see ~ 
Mr. Bamrorp.—Yes. a 


Mr. WATT.—I see no obiectina to ae 
that. ae 


DEPORTATION OF ALIEN ce 


- SEeraraTion or Huspanps AND “Waves. 3 


Mr. BRENNAN.—I wish to ask the = a 
Acting Prime Minister whether he does — 
not consider that it is rather out of ave 


4 "et 


mony with the published he of his 


pres in regard to mo et 


i i : a : a 4 
Kime ae thie. Ronco of cee ‘marriage 


tie to forcibly separate Australian- born 


- women from their husbands of German 


blood, as is being done by the Govern- 
“ment in connexion with the deportation 


of alleged aliens? 
“WATT. —I am not aware that 
that is being done. 


Mr. 
If the honorable 
member will give notice of his question, 


I shall ascertain the required parti- 
= _ culars. 


TRADE RECIPROCITY. WITH 
CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—wWill the Acting 


Prime Minister state whether the nego- © 


tiations which were interrupted by the 


war have been resumed, with a view to 


trade reciprocity between the Common- 
wealth and the Dominions of Canada and 


cS New Zealand? 


Mr. WATT.—The matter is at present 
receiving the consideration of the Minis- 
ter for Trade and Customs in connexion 
with the preparation of his Tariff, and 
will, in the course of a week or two, come 


before as Cabinet for ratification. 


"MAIL CONTRACTORS’ LOSSES. 


= Phe LY NOI wish to ack the Post 


‘master-General whether he is aware that, 
owing to the disastrous drought that has 
afflicted a great part of Australia, many 


- of our country mail contractors are prac- 


tically ruined, because of the enormous 
increase in the cost of fodder, and whe- 
ther he will take into favorable considera- 
tion the granting of some relief to them? 

Mr. WEBSTER.—The matter is under 


+ review. A compilation is being made of 


the actual alleged losses, and when it is 
complete I shall endeavour to submit it 
to those who have the-authority to decide 


me a matter. 


SUPPLY OF CORNSACKS AND 
- -WOOLPACKS. 


Mr, PALMER.— Will the Minister for 


‘Trade and Customs state whether any 


a action is being taken by the Government 
_ to secure an assured supply of cornsacks 
and woolpacks for the coming wheat crop 


meet) 


and wool clip? 
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Mr. GREENE.—No action has been — 
taken by the Government this season in 
regard to either cornsacks or woolpacks. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER —If the Go- — 
vernment do not intend to operate in — 
cornsacks this year will the Minister for 
Trade and Customs make a_ definite 
announcerrent at the earliest possible 
date, so that other importers may have — 
an opportunity to operate on a favorable 
market? 

Mr. GREENE.—Some tme ago the 
Government announced that they pro- 
posed to sell whatever bags they had on — 
and to allow trade to flow back ~ 
into the ordinary channels, and the — 
regular private agencies to be used for — 
the supply of cornsacks in Australia. 


EMIGRATION FROM GREAT 
BRITAIN TO AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. PIGOTT.—I desire to ask the Act- - 


_ ing Prime Minister if it is a fact that the 


Imperial authorities are prohibiting — 
emigration to the British Dominions and ~ 
Colonies? I have before me a letter, — 
in which it is stated that intending immi- — 
grants to Australia were prevented from — 
booking passages, although they wae 
anxious to rejoin their friends here. 

Mr. WATT.—I am not aware that ihe 
Imperial Government is taking any su 
action. <All that I know is that the pu 
lished accounts of the policy of the © 
British authorities show that they desire — 
henceforth to encourage immigratio1 
under the flag—particularly to the Bri. ish". 
Dominions. There are, however, a num- 
ber of difficulties in connexion wide ship- 
ping, for which we are largely responsible, — 
because we are insisting that, wherever 
possible, the shipping available shall be 
used primarily for the return of our 
troops to Australia. 


SAILOR&AND INVALID re, 
PENSIONS, _ a 

Mr. WALLACE.—Will the Tress 
consider an amendment of the Old-age — 
and Invalid Pensions Act in order to 
provide that seamen domiciled in Aus- 
tralia and permanently incapacitated © 
whilst voyaging in ships trading outside — 
Australia, should participate in the 
invalidity benefits of the Act? 
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gees ec | 
. Inspectors: 


Mr. WATT.—I shall be glad if the 


honorable member will supply me with 

the question, so that 1 may inquire into 
its incidence. The proposal has not been 
_ put to me previously. 


PRICE OF FODDER. 

Mr. FENTON.—Has the Minister for 
Trade and Customs noticed the abnormal 
increase in the charges for fodder within 
the last few days.? Will he inform the 
House whether the Government has re- 
linquished control over the price of those 
commodities ? A 

Mr. GREENE.—We are not exercising 


control over the prices of any articles ~ 
other than those which are either the 


subject of a contract with the British 
Government or in regard to which we 
have certain financial obligations. We 
are allowing the States to take up their 
own constitutional obligations in that 
regard. Sy. 


QUARANTINE REGULATIONS. 
Mr. CORSER.—-When does the Main- 


ister for Trade and Customs intend. to 
remove the objectionable quarantine re- 
gulations now applied to passengers travel- 
ling from Queensland to New South 
Wales, but which are not applicable to 
passengers on the upward journey? 

Mr. GREENE.—The regulations to 
which the honorable member refers were 
made after the outbreak of influenza in 
Queensland, and were to operate until 


we had some evidence of the form which ~ 


the epidemic would take in that State. 
As it appears that the epidemic in 
Queensland is similar to that in other 
States, instructions have already been 
issued to remove the regutations, and I 
anticipate that that will be done in the 
course of a few days. 


MEAT INSPECTORS. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—Has the Minister 
for Trade and Customs given considera- 
tion to a recommendation made by Mr. 
Justice Powers recently on the hearing of 


certain claims by the meat inspectors in 


the Trade and Customs Department, 
namely, that they should be made 
permanent appointees. His Honour said— 

I cannot make any order that the inspec- 
tors should be appointed by the Government 


[REPRESENTATIVES | 


permanently, but after hearing the ‘evidence 
given in the case, I suggest that the Govern- 


‘ment should in the public interests, and in the ~ 


interests of the meat inspectors, reconsider 
the question whether the meat inspectors who 
are generally employed permanently, namely 
80 per cent., should not be appointed as per- 
manent officers, subject to.the Commonwealth — 


Government continuing the work of meat in- 


spection for export, and subject to good be- 
haviour and continued efficiency. 


Mr. GREENE:—The matter is under. 


consideration at the present time. 


RECEPTION TO ADMIRAL 
VISCOUNT JELLICOE. 


PAYMENT OF OFFICERS. 


Dr. MALONEY.—TI desire to ask you, 
Mr. Speaker, a question regarding the pay- 


ment of officers who were on duty at the ~ 


reception to Admiral Viscount Jellicoe in 


this building. Certain officers were brought | 


back to the building for duty, but the 
list of those officers which has been pre- 
pared is not complete. 


Can you, sir, 


pre Ms ge Rare 
re hence 
Y Mere T 


Py, 3 


inform the House of the name of the | 


officer who prepared the list, and why he 


has rendered it in an incomplete form, © 


with the result that many officers who: — 


were on duty did not receive extra pay- 


ment, or even tea money. 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 

Johnson).—I have not heard of this 
complaint before, but I 


W. Elhot. 
shall make. 


inquiries regarding it from officers of the 


House. 


J 


Tea money or any other expense © 


that was incurred in connexion with that 


reception will be defrayed by one of the 


Government Departments. The function 


was not a Parliamentary one; it Was ar- 
ranged by the Government, and therefore 


ie ea 


was not under the control of the Presi- 


dent or myself. I shall endeavour to let 


the honorable member have an answer to — 


his question later in the day. 


LETTERGRAMS IN TASMANIA. 
Mr. ATKINSON.—Will the Post 


master-General say whether it is correct 


that he has refused to allow the people - 
of Tasmania, who are isolated from the —_ 


mainland so far as mails are concerned, ~~ 


the privilege of using lettergrams? If | 


so, upon what grounds is the refusal — ep 


based ¢ ae 1 eee ea ee 


~ 


Wagga 


Mr. WEBSTER.—There is no special 
restriction upon the people of Tasmania 


; 
a3 


a 


in regard to lettergrams. 


The law does 
not allow of differentiation between one 


- State and another. 


: 


MINISTER FOR THE NAVY. 
ABSENCE IN ENGLAND. 
Mr. HIGGS.—I ask the Acting Prime 
_ Minister why the Minister for the Navy 


(Sir Joseph Cook) did not come to Aus- 
tralia with Admiral Viscount Jellicoe, 


- who is conducting an inquiry into Naval 
Bases ? 


Do the Government think that 


- the reported appointment of Sir Joseph 
» Cook as chairman of the Czecho-Slovak 
- Committée at the Peace Conference was 


pate 


a sufficient reason for his remaining in 
iste! 
~— Mr. WATT.—From_ the 


intieiiation 


2 at the disposal of the Government I think 


the reason why the Minister for the Navy 


was unable to come to Australia with 
_ Viscount Jellicoe was that he had even 


amy 
e- 


more important duties to perform as one 
of Australia’s delegates at the Peace Con- 
ference. Viscount Jellicoe, with whom I 


discussed the matter, understood the posi- 


: - tion perfectly. 


“WAGGA TELEGRAPH OFFICE. 
Mr. FALKINER.—TIs the Postmaster- 


General aware of the great congestion in 


the telegraph office at Wagga? In view 
of the importance of that office as a dis- 


tributing centre, will the Minister en- 


_ deavour to relieve the congestion which 
results in delays of from one to three 


' 


hours in the delivery of telegrams? The 
-eongestion was in evidence before the in- 
fluenza epidemic. 

Mr. WEBSTER.—1I am advised that 
Seat are absent from duty, owing to the 


influenza epidemic, over 300 men in the 


of 1,100 officers. 
public to assist the Department by with- | 
holding all but imperative business as the 


engineering branch, 250 in the telephonic 


branch, 250 in the mail branch, between 
_ 50 and 60 in the telegraphic branch; or a 


grand total, including sectional branches, 
I have appealed to the 


stati is working more overtime than I 
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‘ 


Telegraph Office. 


desire them to do. I am not inclined to 


force further overtime upon the men, who 


are already bearing the brunt of the extra _ 


work. The prevalence of the influenza 
epidemic has affected the activities of the 
Postal Department for nearly six months. 


I think the honorable member will find 
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that it is the cause of the trouble about 7 
which he is now complaining. The delay 
to press telegrams is the main cause of ~ 


complaint. 
ment has largely increased because of the 


necessity to make use of telegraph and — 


telephone facilities. Furthermore, mes- 
sages relating to the pene celebrations 
have almost doubled the work of the Tele- 
graph Branch from a_ press 
point. In the circumstances I think the 


‘The business of the Depart- a 


stand- eet 


Department is doing well to give the ser- “e 


vice which it is rendering to-day. 


SIGNING OF PEACE. 


Mr, HIGGS.-Has the Acting Prone! 
Minister any reason to doubt the truth- — 
fulness of the statement he made the 


other day that the peace terms had been — 


signed by the Germans? 


Can he. sayy ae 


whether there is any truth in the rumour | a 


abroad that the peace terms have not been ee 
signed, and if he has any doubts upon ~ 


the matter, will he make inquiries? 
Mr. 


WATT—I did not make the 
statement that peace had been signed. I 
simply told the press of the interception 
of a radio message from Mauritius to — 


Perth, and immediately it was received 


gave the contents of the message to the — 
newspapers for the information of the 
information that has 
reached me I have no reason to doubt — 


public. From 


that the Germans will sign the peace 


terms. I think ney have no option in 
the matter. 


COST OF REPATRIATION. 
Lanp Serriement: Taxation on Bonps. 


Mr. FALKINER.—In ‘view of the 
statement by the Treasurer that it will 
cost £30,000,000 to £40,000,000 to re- 
patriate our soldiers, and the fact that 
the States are paying for the land they 
repurchase with scrip free from Federal 
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at State taxation, does the Treasurer 


deem it right that this exemption should 


remain, while people who subscribe to war 
joans are called upon to pay income tax? 


Mr. WATT.—I did not say that our 


in respect of repatriation 
would amount to between £30,000,000 
and £40,000,000. What I intended: to 
convey was that the commitments of the 
Commonwealth to the States for land 
settlement world be between £30,000,000 
and £40,000,000. 
2 NLT, Fatxrer.—The amount is 
material to the point I wish to make. 
Mr. WATT.—A vast amount of other 
money will be required for sustenance 
allowance, vocational training, and 
housing, which matters are as intimately 
associated with repatriation as is land 
settlement. As to the question whether 
the States in the re-acquisition of land 
for soldier settlement are doing the 


obligations 


im- 


right thing in paying with tax-free bonds, 


a mere expresion of an opinion from me 
would be valueless, because the law at 
present is clear on the point. J anr-ad- 
vised that we are not entitled to tax those 
bonds. That such is the case is certainly 


unfortunate, but it is merely another © 


illustration of the impossible condition of 
government into which Australia is drift- 


ing. 
MUNITIONS OF WAR. 


_ Controt or METALs. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—In view of the 
statement made by the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) in England, that the first 
intimation we shall have of a new war 
will be the roar of cannon, I would like 
to know what action the present Admin- 
istration have taken in order to secure 
that the people of Australia will have 
control of the baser metals of Australia, 
such as lead, zinc, and copper, utilized in 
the production of munitions of war? 
Mr. WATT.—I did not see the report 
of the utterance of the Prime Minister 
to which the honorable member refers, 
but I assume that he is quoting it cor- 
rectly. The action taken by the Prime 
Minister before he left for Great Britain, 
and the policy he initiated, and which 
_has been followed by the present Govern- 
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ment, in iene bs those miefalie Adidch are 


the basic Sleament in the production of 


munitions of war have placed absolute — 
power in the hands of the Australian 


people and the Australian Common- — 
wealth Government to control those 

metals. All enemy influence has been — 
finally excluded, and commandeering — 


could be carried out more swiftly to-day 
than has been possible at any other period 
in the past history of Australia. 


SHEEP DIPS. a 
PRoHIBITION oF IMPORTS. 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr. 


Grecory) asked the Minister for Trade_ 


~ 


and Customs, upon notice— 

1. Whether it is correct, as reported in the 
Melbourne press, that importations of sheep 
dip would be prohibited until adequate pro- 


tection was afforded under the new Tariff pron. : 


osals? 
2. Will the Minister inform the House what 
promises, if any, have been made to local 


manufacturers of sheep dip in regard to (4) 


restrictions on importations; (b) Bi sa 
protection? 
Mr. GREENE.—The answers te he: 


honorable member’s questions are as | fol 
low :— 


1. Yes; by proclamation under the ‘Gaston 
Act, dated 26th March, 1919, the importation 


into the Commonwealth of sheep dip has- been — = 


prohibited. 
2. The local manufacturers, who undertook 


the making of sheep dip at the request of the | 


Government, to meet a threatened total stop- 


page of importation, and after British makers 
had refused to undertake the manufacture 
here, were promised that, however the matter — 
might develop, they would teceive protection — 
for their industry against importations from 


abroad. Pending the introduction of the new : 
Tariff the only” way in which this promise 
could be given effect to was by pee ae 


importation. 


Mr. 
Roperrs) asked the Minister for Trade 
and Customs, upon notice— : 


1. Whether he will inform the. Houses as ip 
the exact terms of the prohibition against the 


RICHARD FOSTER (ae, Mr 2 


Ag mag A 
Pier i 


tS 


importation of sheep dip, and the circum- — 


stances under which such probs was: dete ae 


claimed ? 


2. For what period is the prohibition saree : 


peas 


main operative? - 


3. Whether the Government is” | prepared, “on 


representations from the sheep owners of the — 
Commonwealth, to relax: the ‘prohibition? ais 


=y grea 


_ 4. Whether the Minister on the t 
_ of the House the whole of the papers concern- 
ing the application for and the granting of 


~ such prohibition? — peer 
~ . Mr. GREENE.—The answers to the 
_ honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
o-lbw os = 
-__ 1, By proclamation under the Customs Act, 
dated 26th March, 1919, the importation: of 
sheep dips, unless with the consent in writing 
_ of the Minister for Trade and Customs first 
+ obtained, was prohibited. Shipments of dip 
in port, on the water, or on board at port of 


allowed importation. Ey 

The circumstances under which the prohibi- 
tion of importation became necessary were as 
_. | follow: — . 
~~ Towards the end of 1917, owing to the lack 
of shipping facilities, the position with regar 
to the supply of sheep dip was becoming acute 


dependent on supplies of dip from overseas 
- were threatened with serious loss.. The vital 
urgency of arranging for supplies was stressed 
on the Government by the State Governments 
-and pastoral and other bodies. All the raw 
-materials used in the manufacture of dips were 
also urgently required for munitional purposes 
_ by the British Government, and it was not con- 
sidered desirable to continue drawing upon 
_ Britain for these essential supplies used in the 
prosecution of the war, if other arrangements 
could be made. As the position was becoming 
daily more acute, negotiations were commenced 
on behalf of the Commonwealth by Sir John 
Higgins in the hope that one of the largest 
_ British sheep dip manufacturers would. estab- 
_ lish a factory in the Commonwealth, and vari- 
- ous proposals were made to Messrs. Cooper 
and Nephews with a view to inducing them to 
manufacture their well-known dips in Auwus- 
tralia, and offers were made on behalf of the 
_ . Government through the chairman of the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee— e 
(a) to find in Australia the whole or part 
wks of the capital required; 
aie (b) to establish and work under a licence; 
- (c) to purchase the company rights for 
mee Australia. ee : 
= All these proposals failed to induce the British 
company to establish works in the Common- 
wealth, the company seeking special conditions 
- regarding plant and machinery, labour, &c., 
which could not be granted to any applicant. 
_ Negotiations were then opened up with the 
Victor Leggo Company—one of the largest 
: arsenic producers in Australia—to undertake 
the manufacture of arsenical«sheep and cattle 
dips. That company immediately agreed to 
accept the responsibility of erecting works, and 
_ expended several thousands of pounds in plant 
and equipment. It is understood that this firm 
ntered’ into negotiations with other manufac- 


ill lay on the table” 


the priority of shipping space, in the following 


shipment on 3lst March, 1919 were, however, - 


_ and the wool-producing interests which were | 


turers which enabled them to jointly guarantee . 
1¢ necessary quantity of dips for Australian — 


Dips. 1O1gT 
manufacture dips were promised by the Prime _ 
‘Minister—Mr. Hughes—support against over- — 
sea manufacturers. This promise did not ap- 
ply to any one particular firm or company, but 
to all who entered into the business. When 
it became apparent that the requirements of. 
Australia could be fully met by local manu-— 
facturers a cable was sent to the Ministry of 
Munitions in England, which controlled the 
issue of raw materials to manufacturers, and 


terms :— 


Sheep Dip: Commonwealth Central Wool 
‘Committee, after careful consideration, ad- — 
vise unnecessary obtain sheep dips Great 
Britain, as requirements can be effectively ~ 
met by local manufacturers. gs ta 


This cable was despatched on 22nd January, — a 


1918. The British Munitions Department sub-. 
sequently inquired through the High Commis- 
sioner whether Australia actually needed any 
sheep dip from the United Kingdom. A reply 
was sent through the same channel, in which 
it stated, “ Please give definite assurance Min- 
istry Munitions importations unnecessary,” It 
was intended, of course, that the space which — 
was being occupied by sheep dip would, instead, 

be filled with some of the articles which the 
Munition Ministry in Britain and the Ship- — 
ping Controller were being daily urged to pro- 
vide space for. Notwithstanding that the Cen- — 
tral Wool Committee advised the Government 
that the imported sheep dip was not required 
and the Commonwealth Government advised 
the British Government accordingly, and not- 
withstanding also that the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment was constantly pressing the British 
Government for space for urgently—in some 
cases desperately—needed goods, a portion of 
the shipping space still continued to be occu 
pied by sheep dip, and not-by things we pressed 
and asked for. How the shippers. of these dips 
succeeded in obtaining space under these cireum- 
stances is not known to the Government. There 
was, therefore, no option but to impose an em- 
bargo on the importation of dips. Sheep an 
eattle dips may be classified under two mai 
divisions—Arsenical and carbolic, or pheno 
Australia produces arsenic. as a by-product in 
the treatment of auriferous arsenical ores, and 
in quantities, not only sufficient for all Com 
monwealth requirements, but also for exporta- 
tion; in fact, shipments of Australian white 
arsenic have been made to sheep-dip manufac- 
‘turers-in Great Britain. During the war many _ 
parcels of arsenical compound were shipped to 
Great Britain, From coal tar, millions of — 
gallons of which are produced annually at gas © 
works in Australia, ample raw material is 
available for the production of all phenol 
dips. Although alkali has still to be imported, — _ 
it is hoped in the near future that Australia 
will manufacture its own requirements. The 
quantity used in sheep and cattle dips is rela- 
tively small. As to sulphur, another con- 
stituent .of most sheep dips, it has been pro- 
cured from Japan, but there are supplies of 
this raw material which can be procured from — 


~ to Australia. 
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| the islands which, will be ponbeaties under ces 


mandate given to Australia in terms~of the 
Peace Treaty, and from other sources adjacent 
Portion of the sulphur. contents 
of certain powder dips are obtained in Vic 
toria as a by-product in other chemical manu- 
factures. There are-now two Australian manu- 
faeturers of powder and phenol dips respee- 
tively, operating on a large scale. There, are 
also other companies operating on a smaller 
scale. An exhaustive analytical and physical 
examination has been made of the several im- 
ported and Australian dips—powder, paste, 
and liquid<-on the market, with the result 
that the Australian article has been found to 
differ in no material respect from the imported 
dip, and, value for ‘value, to be a cheaper 
article. Detailed experiments showed that tlie 
local dips did not injure the texture of the wool 
or its spinning qualities in any way, and the 
Government was quite satisfied the Australan 
wool producers had nothing whatever to fear 
by using the locally- manufactured dips, In 
support of the view taken by the Central Wool 
Committee that the Australian-manufactured 


dip met all the requirements of the sheep owner, - 


it may-be mentioned, as revealed by the corre- 
spondence in the files of the department, that 
for some time the Australasian general manager 
_ of Messrs. Cooper and Nephews was in com- 
munication with Messrs. A Victor Leggo and 
‘Company, with a view to the latter firm manu- 
facturing dip in Australia under “ Cooper’s ” 
label. This in itself should be ample evidence 
of the value placed by the English company on 
the locally-manufactured sheep dips. It is the 
intention that the present embargo shall ope- 
rate only until such time as adequate protec- 
tion is afforded to the Australian manufacturer 
under the new Tariff proposals of the Govern- 
ment. To allow the unrestricted importation 
of dips at present would be a distinct breach 
of faith on the part of the Government. If, 
however, importers are agreeable to such a 
_ course, they may make shipments to Australia 
on the understanding that all such shipments 
_will be held under Customs control pending the 
introduction of the new Tariff, delivery then 
to be given subject to thepayment of duty. 
An intimation to this effect has been sent to 
the British Government. 


2. Until the Tariff proposals, maki pro- 
vision for the protection of the local | ndustry; 
are tabled in the House. “ 


3. Representations made by wool-prowers 
have received careful consideration, but it was 
decided, under the circumstances mentioned in 
paragraph 1, that the embargo could not be 
lifted at present, 

4. All the papers will be laid upon the table 
of the Library at the earliest possible moment. 


Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1, Whether it is his intention to retain the 
Ministerial embargo on the importation of 


pheep dip until dealt with during the revision 


of the Tariff? 


[REPRESENTATIVES] | Private. L 


of ae private bag rail freight on the same?” 


would be as high as £18 per annum. a re ; 


hi * 
baie 


2 if So, wn the teen ihe Wisden as ic 
reasons for the continuance a FPG prohibition 
of this preparation? a 

Mr. GREENE.—The answers ‘to. anes 
honorable member’s questions are as fol 
low: eer LTA eee oe 

1. Yes. kes Babe 

2. The reasons for the continuance were spe 
out in the We ae a given to question No. 3. 


PRIVATE LETTER BAGS, 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr. 
Greeory) asked the Postmaster-General, 
upon notice— aa ee 

1, Whether a special charge is made for,the 
carriage of mails in a private letter bags. if;s0,. 7 
what amount? Bi. 

2. Does the Department also charge the owner — 


. Do the conditions on which this extra. au 
cieeue is based inelude the average weight of 
mails carried in the private bag? seit 

4. On what ground does the Postmaster. 
General justify charging the owner of a private 
bag the freight on his letters while the peor 
public pay no such charge on their mails? Been 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The answers to thee pee 
he ae member’s questions are is ee cae 
ow -— 


1. Yes; £1, £2, or £4, according to the num- Pe ee 
ber of times the bag is made up and Se a 
weekly. 

2. Not to existing bag holders, but we may 
have to make that a condition of granting new 
ones. 

3 and 4. See answer to No. 2. The charge, ye 
made, would be on the average weight of the | 
bag, and would be the extra amount paid tors 
the railways for its carriage. The railway 
authorities insist on these bags being treated 
separately from the general correspondence in 
strict accordance with the terms of the award. 


The cost “of conveyanee in some existing cases - 


COUNTRY POSTAL SERVICES. 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for “Mr. ~ ne 
Grecory) asked the Postmaster-General, ms 
upon notice— Pe 


1, Whether he has ES oy, the following x re- 
solution from the Perth Chamber of Com- ae 
merce:—‘ That representations be made to the 
Postmaster-General that where loss is incurred 
on postal service to outlying districts in 
Western Australia the residents of such dis-. aE a: 
tricts should not be personally called upon to 
pay any portion of such loss, as such services — 
are necessary in the development of Western 
Australia.” ? i eee 

2. Does he propose to liberalize the: presen’ 
conditions so as to give-more s efficients rvice 
oniiyins districts? fant eer 


Court M. artial, es 


a ae "WEBSTER. —The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
3 * low : pea, 


‘ 1. Yes. 

~~ 2. The concession at presente allowed eS the 
_ Department, in the case of non-paying country 

6 ‘mail services, viz., the contribution of the whole 

of the revenue, plus 60 per cent. of the difference 

: between revenue and expenditure, is, 1 consider, 
_ a liberal one. 

5 


hey 


| FLOUR MILLERS: EXPORT 
a4 CONTRACTS. 


p Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr. 
_ Grecory) asked the Acting Prime Min- 
_. ister, upon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fact that. millers in 
Western Australia have been refused permis- 
| sion to enter into contracts for the export of 
. flour te Egypt and other places at wheat prices 
considerably over the present local rate’ 

2. On what basis and under what conditions 
are millers granted permits for the export of 
flour? 

3. Will the Minister consider the advisability 
of giving facilities to millers and others to 
develop our export trade, providing the Board’s 
price for wheat is obtained? 


Mr. WATT.—The answers to the hon- 
-orable meee questions are as fol- 
5 tow :-— 


1. The Australian Wheat Board has declined 
- to give quotations, not alone to Western Aus- 
tralia, but also to those of other States, for 
wheat for flour for export to Egypt and other 
* countries at wheat prices considerably over the 
- present local rate. The policy laid down is 
that the Board should do the business itself, 
thereby retaining control of chartering and 
marketing arrangements. Experience 7 has 
already shown tle advantage of this method. 

2. Full cargoes for Eevpt, Mediterranean 
ports and European countries will be sold by 
- the Wheat Board. Application to ship parcels 
will be considered on their merits. 

3. This matter has already been fully con- 
sidered, with the result that it is intended to 
adhere to the principles laid down. 


¥ 


¥ 
ft 
at hee 


Ba ee 


va 


~ COURT MARTIAL, HMAS. 
AUSTRALIA. 


". _ Mr. ORCHARD asked the 
_ Prime Minister, wpon notice— 
ie 1. Whether the attention of the Government 
| ee officially directed to the sentences im- 


_ posed by tne recent court martial in connexion 
mit a HM:AS. Australia? 


Acting 
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- Mr. WATT.—The answers to the hon-. 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 
‘low =— ‘ 


1. Yes. 
2. 1 would 


Leader of the Opposition. 


Mr. 
ister for the Navy, upon notice— 


Whether there is any appeal from the sen- 
tences recently imposed by the Naval Court — 


Martial on members of the Australian Navy? 


Mr. WATT (for Mr. 


Poynton ).— 


There is no appeal to any higher Court ~ 


invite the honorable member’s — 
attention to. the reply given by me on behalf of | 
the Acting Minister for the Navy to a question 
on this subject asked by the honorable the — 


TUDOR asked the Acting Min-— 


from the sentence of a Naval Court Mar- 


tial. 


right to review the sentence. In this ease, 


Higher authority has, however, the - 


the higher authority is the Admiralty, 


inasmuch as the ships are still under Ad- 
miralty control under the terms of a Pro- 


elamation issued by the Governor-General | 


dated 10th August, 1914, transferring the 
vessels of the Commonwealth 
Forces and all officers and seamen of those 
vessels to the King’s Naval Forces. 
Proclamation provided that such transfer 


should continue until the issue of a Pro- 
no longer — 
theo x 
Navy is at present in New South Wales, — 
and on his return I will confer with him 


clamation declaring that war 


exists. The Acting. Minister for 


on the matter. | 


SALE OF WHEAT TO ROUMANTA. — 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr 


Grecory) asked the Acting Prime Mine 


ister, wpon notice— 

1. What quantity, if . anv, 
wheat was sold in Roumania? 

2. What was the price, and how paid? 

Mr. WATT.— 
matter is contained in a cablegram from 
the Prime Minister, 
pS strong representation made by him, 
of ee cargoes of A vertaling Shae and 
flour shipped to the British Wheat Com- 
mission, and diverted to Roumania, half 
the difference between American parity 
and 4s. 9d. per bushel already paid by the 
British Wheat Commission. This half 
difference amounts to £106,500, payable 
in iia tan bonds. 


Thee 


of Australian — 


All that is known of this 


Naval 


that ax the result of, 


} 
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-TABLING OF PAPERS. 


Arrest anp Trrat or Gunnur Yarss: 
Mutiny: on H.M.A.S. “ Austrratia”’: 
Sree, For SHRAPNEL SHELL: CasE OF 
JamEs Matruews. 


: Mr. FENTON (for Mr. Marurws) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
~ nolice— 

Whether he will lay upon the table of the 

Labriry the following :— 

(a) Papers connected with the arrest and 
trial of Gunner Yates? 

(b) Papers connected with the trial of the 
men of H.M.AS. Australia _ for 
mutiny at Fremantie? 

(c) All papers connected with the endea- 
vour of the Government to secure 
the secret formula for the manufac- 
ture of steel for shrapnel shell in 
1914-15? 

(d) Papers connected with the summon- 
ing and trial, under the War Pre- 
cautions Act, of James Mathews, at 
Maryborough, in 1917? 


Mr. WATT.—I shall consult the Min- 
isters concerned, and see if there is any 


objection to laying these papers on the 
table of the Library. 


DIVORCED WIVES: DEFENCE 
ALLOW ANCES. 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr. 
-Grucory) asked the Minister represent- 
ing the Minister for HEPA IEDR upon 
notice— 

Whether a mother, who has divorced her 
husband, and who has had the sole care and 
control of her children, will receive the same 
living allowance on the death of her son at 
the Front as that payable to a widow under 
similar circumstances? 


Mr. WISE.—yYes: 


JAPAN IN THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. HIGGS asked the Acting Prime 


Minister, upon notice— 

Will he lay on the table of the House a copy 
of the agreement or understanding between 
Britain and Japan said to have been approved 
by Mr. Fisher and Mr. Hughes, whereby Japan 
was to occupy the islands of the Pacific to the 
-north of the equator, and Great Britain the 
islands to the south of the equator? 


Mr. WATT.—I am not in a position és 
disclose the contents of any of the secret 
correspondence which has, during the war, 
passed between the Governments of Great 


prior to being conscripted? 


20W 


in. the ‘Astrea Imperial Force, 


SPaain’ and ‘Boats, but" on the arsival 
of the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), I 


will refer the matter to him for his con- | 
sideration. ae 


DEPORTATION OF ae ne 
Mr. McGRATH asked the Acting 


Prime Minister, upon notice— ee 


1. Whether it is a fact that a number of | 
young Italians who were conscripted in this 
country have been demobolized in Italy? 

2. If so, will he make representations to the 0 
Italian Government with a view of having these oe a 
men returned to the States they were living in” 


“Mr. WATT.—The answers to eh ie 
orable member’s feeble are as fol- | 


1. A number of Italian subjects did pro- is 
ceed to Italy for service with the Italian Army, ~ : 
but it is not known whether they have been _ 
demobilized or not. 

2. The question of the return to Australia 
of those men has been under consideration for — 
some time, and it is understood that the 
Italian Government .is arranging with the 
British Government in regard to the allotment 
of shipping accommodation for these ‘repat- 
riated Italians desirous of returning — seer Rei 
tralia. “Ap shag 


The Ciotnmn onwealin Coccenneet have ae 


agreed to pay half the oe AD | 
fares to Australia. eP) = 


SENATOR PEARCE IN a 
Srarr anp Pay. 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr, 
Grucory), asked the Assistant Minister 
for Defence, upon notice— : 

Will he lay on the table a statement Bence i: 
the names, the ages, and the period of service 

if any, ol 
the pay and other clerks who aoa 
Senator Pearce to England? 

Mr. WISE.—A statement giving tho 
desired particulars will be prepared an 
laid on the table of the House. : 


POSTAL UNIFORMS. 
Mr. HIGGS asked the 
General, upon notice— 


1. Why has the Postmaster-General 
the travelling post officers of thei: 
245 Whether he will ortnat = 


Postmaste - : 


siow 
i 1. The anaee travelling ‘sorters have not 
ae been deprived of their uniform. They are sup- 
& plied with the same uniform as other officers 
b ; entitled to wear it. They are,- however, no 
longer supplied with gold braid on their caps, 
i and I have no 
= ‘arrangement. 
Beas. ae See answer to No. 1. 
ae 


compliment Hie honurntie fonben on 
his advocacy of gold braid and. decora- 
oe 


intention of ees this 


- PROFITEERING. 
Mr. HIGGS asked the Acting Prime 


| Minister, upon notice— 


“Whether the Government propose to Asie . 


any action to prevent or punish profiteering ?- 
< Mr. WATT.—If the honorable member 
* will furnish particulars as to the direc- 
tion in which he believes profiteering to 
- be taking place, the matter will receive 
23 attention. 


- REPATRIATION: PUBLIC 


2 _ CONTRIBUTIONS. 
_ Mr. MACKAY: asked the Treasurer, 
upon. notice— 
1. Whether the public contributions to the 
‘Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Fund in any 
State o oi the Commonwealth have been or are 
being used for the assistance of returned sol- 
diers by the Repatriation Department? 
2. Is it a fact that the trustees of the fund 
~ in the State of Queenslamd have refused to 
_ hand over the money held in trust to the Com- 
monwealth; and, if so, will the Minister state 
the reasons given? 
3. Will the Minister consider the aes: 
bility of amending the Australian Repatria- 
tion Fund Act of 1916, so as to permit the 
money collected in the various States to be 
~ returned to the Loeal Repatriation Commit- 
tees for the benefit of the returned soldiers 
and their dependants, in addition to the assist- 
ance provided for in the- present regulations 
under the Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation 
Act of 1917-1918? - 
Mr. WISE.—These are questions for 
the Minister for Repatriation. I have 
been furnished wiih the following re- 
he Salles: cae 
de Yes. 
a2... Yes, 
gents (not trustees, as stated) for the Re- 
patriation Board of Trustees, collected these 
nds, which should have been placed to the 
of the central fund, in Melbourne. This 
t done, and an application has been 
or the payment of the money, Althouch 

y was raised as a contribution to the 
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‘Ms. WEBSTER. eoThey angers 10 the 


ie honorable member’s ‘questions are as fol- 


the terms of the trust. 


The Queensland War Council, as — 


- tured by their own troops, while those whose 


in the Commonwealth collection, 
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central fund. fis contention of the Queensland — 
War Council is that the funds raised. in 
Queensland, instead of being paid to the cen-— 
tral fund, should be available for local dis- oe 
tribution. es 
3. Appeals were made in all the States for — 
contributions to a National Fund vested in the - 
trustees of the Australian Soldiers’ Repatria- 
tion Fund = The terms of the trust for which 
the funds in question were subscribed required 
that the money should be paid to a National 
Fund for the benefit of Australian soldiers — 
generally. This trust passed under the Re-— 
patri ation Act to the Minister, who, as trustee, - 
is required to distribute the funds subject tor 


In all the States, with the exception oh 
Queensland, the moneys so collected were paid E 
into the central fund, from*which general dis- a" ae 
bursements have been made, without regard to. v4 
locality. It is not seen how an exception can 
be made in the case of Queensland. 


RETURNED SOLDIERS. 
Hanp WEaviNG or CLOTH. ee 
Mr. FENTON asked the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Repatria- 
tion, upon notice— Gee 
1. Whether all matters in connexion with 
the hand weaving of cloth by returned soldiers _ mee 
have yet been adjusted in a satisfactory man 


ner? es 
2. If not, will the Minister at an early aakee > 


place this industry on a stable footing? - 

Mr. WISE.—Further inquiries are 
being made, as the information at pre- 
sent “available does not justify the con- 
tention that the industry is capable of 
being placed upon a stable footing. 


WAR TROPHIES: DISTRIBUTION. — 
Mr. MACKAY = asked the Assistant 


Minister for Defence, upon notece— 

el. Whether the various States of the Com- 
monwealth are to receive an equal number of 
the war trophies secured by the Se Im- 
perial Force? 

2. Will the Minister endeavour to see that 
applications from country districts, whic so 
generously responded with enlistments, will 
receive full consideration in any proposed dis-— 
tribution? “A 


WISE.—The answers to the hon- 3 


Mr. 
orable member's questions are as fol-— 
low :-— 


1. The system of allocation of war trophies 
eannot be definitely decided until the records 
of their capture arrive from overseas; but the - 
general principle of it is likely to be that the 
various States should receive the trophies cap- 


capture cannot be identified with the troops | 
of anv State or district should be- nites 


NN 
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2. The part played by the country districts 
is fully recognised, and their applications will 
receive full consideration in any proposed 
 seheme of distribution. 
J might say that the Minister for Home 
and Territories (Mr. Glynn) is chairman 
of the War Trophies Committee, and fur- 
ther questions on the subject had. better 
be addressed to him. 


-WAR-TIME PROSECUTIONS. 

Mr, FINLAYSON asked the Acting 
Attorney-General, wpon notice— 

1. Whether the return asked for on the 13th 
1918, re the prosecutions under (a) 
War Precautions Act and Regulations, (6) 
Aliens Restriction Act, (c) Unlawful Associa- 


tions Act is yet ready for presentation to the 
- House? 


2. If not, when will the return be available? 

Mr. WISE.—The return in question 
has been prepared and forwarded to the 
several States for checking. It will pro- 
bably be available in the course of a few 


days. 

WAR INDEMNITY: AUSTRALIA’S 
SHARE. | 

Mr. MACKAY (for Mr, Lister) 


asked the Acting Prime Minister, 
nolice— 

Whether, in connexicn with Australia’s share 
of the indemnity to be paid by the Central 
Powers, the Government has given, or is pre- 
pared to give, any consideration to the ques- 
‘tion of the justice of allocating a portion of 


Upon 


this money to be used for the “following pur- 


_ poses :— 
(a) To relieve from the necessity of pay- 
ing rent under the Commonwealth 
housing scheme any widow, who re- 
ean mains such, or person who was en- 
tirelv dependent oo a deceased 
soldier? 

(6) To auement the pensions of blind and 
totally incapacitated soldiers, 

{c) To pay interest for a period of five 
years on loans granted by the Re- 
‘patriation Department to soldier 
settlers and others embarking in 
business? 

Mr. WATT.—The Government. will 
consider the indemnity question~in all its 
aspects when it is in recetpt of reliable 
information as to what indemnity, if any, 
is to be paid to Aus‘ralia, and as to the 
period over which such payment would 
extend. 
EXPORT OF BUTTER. 
Mr. R 
Trade and Customs, upon notice-— 
Will the Minister inform the House ag to 


_ the quantity of butter exported during the 


ment? 


‘the cost of preparing the return asked for. 


RILEY asked the Minister for - 


ey with the ela a 


years 1914-15- WG-17 -18, and ther price , obtained . 


locally and overseas for same? 


Mr. GREENE.—The informe de 
sired will be obtained and supplied. 


REPATRIATION: NURSES. ~_ 


Mr. PIGOTT asked the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Repatria- _ 
tion, wpon notice— 3 

Whether all the privileges enjoyed by re- 


turned soldiers under the Repatriation Act will 
be extended to nurses, including land settle- _ 


Mr. WISE.Under the Repatriation 
Act members of the Army Medical Corps 
Nursing Service accepted or appointed 
for service outside Australia are regarded 

as returned soldiers, and are, therefore, re 
eligible for all the benefits of that Act. ~ 
Inquiries are being made as to whether — 
nurses are included in the land settle- 
ment legislation of the several States. 
The honorable member will be informed 

of the a of these eg 


¢ a 


COUNTRY POSTAL FACILITIES. vat 
Mr. LISTER asked the Postmaster- % 


General, upon notice— Pig 


Whether he will lay on the table < Phe 
House a return, showing— ud 


1. The number and -names of post- See 
and receiving offices in Victoria which — 
have been deprived of mail services or 
have received a notice to the effect 
that, unless certain payments are made _ 
by way of subsidy, their mail services” 
will be curtailed or dispensed with al- 
together ? a 

2. How many towns outside of the metro- | 
politan area, formerly enjoying two 
mail services per day, have been _ 
duced to one service? © ae 

3.The amount of money expended in re- * 
modelling the old post-office at the a 
corner of Elizabeth and Bourke — 
streets? : 

4.The amount of money expended at ie 
General Post Office, Melbourne, for 
elub and recreation purposes? ees 


WEBSTER.—Having regard oe 


My. 


by the honorable member, the fact that 
the exercise of economy has to be strictly : 
adhered to, and the relative value of § suc 
return when furnished, the cireumstances 
do not, in my judement,: warra Drea: ia 


’ less plant at Randwick, 


va 


coer, 


‘G Industrial Be 


TELEPHONE WIRE. 
PIGOTT asked the Postmaster- 
General, upon notice— 


What steps is he taking to obtain a supply 
of telephone wire, so that intending country 
telephone subscribers may be connected with 
local exchanges without delay? 

Mr. WEBSTER.—Tenders have been 
ealled for a supply of wire for country 
and other subscribers’ lines. These close 
on the Ist and 7th proximo. 


SHAW. WIRELESS INQUIRY. 


: 8 RILEY asked the Acting Prime 
Minister, upon notice— 


Will he agree to a full and complete inquiry 
with regard to the purchase of the Shaw wire- 
such inquiry to be 
conducted preferably by a High Court Judge? 

Mr. WATT.—This matter has already 
been fully inquired into, and the Govern- 
ment does not propose to re-open it. 


INDUSTRIAL TROUBLE. 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS. 


Dr. MALONEY.—By permission of 
the House, I should like to ask a question 
of the Acting Prime Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—This proceeding at 
this stage is somewhat irregular. The 
honorable member for Mcloanqie inti- 


_. mated to me that he desired the permission 


of the House to ask the Acting Prime 
Minister a question of some urgency. Is 
there any objection? ‘There being none, 
the honorable member m¥y proceed. 

Dr. MALONEY.—Can tthe Acting 
Prime Minister give the House any 1n- 
formation about the deputation that 
waited on him last night regarding the 
unemployment and misery now prevalent 
in Melbourne? : 

Mr, WATT.—I received a small num- 
ber of representatives of the Disputes 
Committee of the Trades Hall and of the 
Relief Committee last night, and heard 
from them statemen‘s regarding the cases 


of distress to which the honorable mem- 
ber refers. 


I promised to confer to-day 
with the Premier of Victoria, as this is 


very largely a State matter, but I found 
_ that the Premier was absent from the city, 
and that conference has, so far, not taken 


[26 Jone, 1919.] 
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place. _In view, i rerer of the pressing 
nature of many of the cases, I ordered 
the payment to-day of £500 to relieve the 
most distressful cases, and the circulation 
from the Defence Depar:ment of certain 
blankets and flannel to meet the necessi~ 
ties of women in urgent need. ‘3 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Will that treat- a 
ment be extended to other States? Siae 

Mr. WATT.—Yes, wherever the facts 
are the same. : 


SUPPLY BILL (No. 1) 1919-20. 


Repatriation: New INDUSTRIES: 
VocaTIONAL TRAINING AND EXHIBITION 
OF Souprer’s Work: ADMINISTRATION ? 
SusTENANCE Payments — Cost oP 
Livine and InpustrisL UNREST: 
PROFITEERING: Controi or Prices— 
Navigation Act—Or1L DeveLopMENT— 
FrperaL Carrrat—NortHern Terre 
TORY — SuHreBpurrpiInge — RETURNED 
Sotprers AND Computsory Muir 
raRY TRarntnc—lHe War: TerMs 
or Prace: Laacuzr or  Narions~ 
—Smnator Prarce: Derence AbD- — 
MINISTRATION: Vistr TO ENGLAND— ~— 
AustraLtian NATIONAL | 
COURAGEMENT OF Primary PRopDUCTION — 


——ManvuractureE or Smartt ArmMs— — 
Inpustry aNpD Lasour Conpirions: — 


Arprrration — War-TIME  Prorits — 
Taxation—Exports AND SHIPPING © 
Space—Controt or Merrars—-PER 
Capira Payments to SraTes—OveEr- 


sEA Matt Servick AND Carco: SouTH 
AUSTRALIA — SETTLEMENT OF SHA- 
MENS STRIKE: Rounp-TastE Con- — 


FERENCE: SEAMEN’s GrrEVANCES: THE 
GoverRNorR-GENERAL—NATIONALIST AND — 
Lasous Arms—Motiny on H.M.AS, . 
“ AUSTRALIA ”’: SENTENCES OF CGouRT ~ 
Martrat — Mirirary PuNnIsHMENTS: 


Case or Gunner YATES—COoONTROL OF | 


Sea Transport: Postrion or Tas- 
manta: Licht Durs—Pay or Postat — 
Empioyers — Country TELEPHONE — 
FaAcrnitres. 


In Committee of Siete (Considera- 
tion of Governor-General’s message) : 

Debate resumed from 25th June (vide © 
page 10091), on motion by Mr. Warr— 


That there be granted to His Majesty for or 
towards defraying the services of the year 
1919-20, a sum not exceeding £4,337,335. 


-Sprr1t—En- 
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Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [3. 14] — 
I was pointing out last night that, not- 

withstanding the fact that we have had 
four years of war, and that during that 
period statements were made from one end 
of the country to the other that this was 
an opportune time to start industries, with 
a view to absorbing our men when they 
~eame back from the Front, up to the pre- 
sent nothing of a substantial nature had 
‘been done in that direction. T chal-— 
lenged members opposite to produce one 
instance where big industries-had been 
established, and the honorable member 
for Illawarra (Mr. Lamond) referred to 
a new industry for the manufacture of 
copper wire, started at Port Kembla, No 


doubt that is a very large work, but it’ 


was started by men in private enterprise, 
and not by this Government. I chal- 
lenged the Government for their lack of 
enthusiasm in the establishment of indus- 
tries to absorb our returned men, but the 
statement of the honorable member for 
Ulawarra was no reply. 


Mr. Pieorr.—Take a walk een the 
~Queen’s Hall. 


MY RILEY.—The honorable member 
for Calare, in pursuance of his policy of 
partisan barracking for the Government, 
refers me to the exhibits in the Queen’s 
Hall. They simply show that men 
returned from the Front have been 
making tables, chests of drawers, boots, 
and so forth. If those men go into such 
industries, they are only replacing other 
men. That is not solving the problem. 
I want new industries established. The 
more returned men you put into the 
factories to make furniture or boots, the 
more you are replacing other men. That 
seems to be the policy of the Government 
—“ Get rid of the men now established in 
industries and make places for returned 
men.’ Surely that is not a statesman- 


like manner in which to deal with a big 


problem like this. We have 300 000 men 
or more coming back from the war, and 
no more important question can engage 
the attention of this Parliament than 
that of settling them in civilian life 
again. To do that we must open 
up new industries in this country. 


I am aston‘shed that the Acting Prime — 


Minister (Mr. Watt) should come down 


Supply Bill (No. 1) ) (REPRESENTATIVES.| 


wie a Minteteriet Maiicat cbhats ten 
no jot or tittle of evidence that the Goes 
vernment are going to deal with this great 
problem. ‘The statement will not cause 
any enthusiasm in the House or the coun- 
try, because the Government hold out no 
prospect of a big policy. All they giveis 
an array of Bills showing what they are 
going to do as the session proceeds, but 
the one outstanding feature should be 
what they are going to do to absorb the 
men coming back from the front. ee 
Mr. Corsrr.—Does not- the statement 
say that-the Government are going to. 


encourage new industries? ee —_ 
Mr. RILEY.— Yes. eee ee 
Mr. Corser.—Will not that do it? ae 
Mr. RILEY.—I admit that it will pro- 
vide for a few, but there is no nde — 


of any big afore Seer ee : s Tes 

Mr. Arcurpatp.—Is it not Jargely a | 
matter for the States? 

Mr. RILEY.—These men coming hae 
from the Front are our men; we haigees a 
been paying them, and they are-under our | 
care. The Government have been dis-— 
charging them, and putting them on the. 
labour market, whereas it should be the 
first care of fhe Government not to dis- eae a 
charge them until there is employment for 
them. Like other members, | have had 
experience of men coming to-me to get 
them employment. Jt cannot be done, 
because there are no avenues open. It is 
all very fine to talk about settling them 
on the land, but thousands of them do not 
want to go on tge land, or are not capable 
of it, and would be a failure if put there. 
Surely. the Government should have come 
down with a vigorous poliey to_ deralop. 
the resources of this country. They have 
the money to do it. Last year we gave — 
the Government authority to borrow over = 
£40,000,000 to carry.on the war. The 
war practically ceased before Parliament 
rose, and that money should be used now 
to employ our men. That should be per 
of the war expenditure. 

Mr. Picorr.—All that money has been 
absorbed. 

Mr. RILEY.—The cae Prime. ME 


na ee set ¥ — 


eer. oon io’ rounds “so ae 
“£24, 000,000 of loan money still available. 


\ Mr. RILEY.—If that is so, surely the 


Government can see their way to employ. 


our men. I am disappointed with the 
Acting Prime Minister’s statement, the 
_ Committee has reason to be disappointed 
with it, and I am sure the eeey will 
be. 
~ Honorable members opposite say that 
te: the community is in a state of industrial 
discontent and turmoil. Is it any won- 
der? That state of things applies not 
only to this country, but all over the civi- 
lized world. What is the reason? I 
have come in contact with men in my 
electorate who before the war were earn- 
ing £3 per week; they have had increases, 
perhaps, to £3 10s. a week, and yet they 
are worse off to-day than they were before 
the war, owing to the increase in the cost 
of living. It is not a question of this 
Parliament or of this or that party doing 
‘it. It seems to be in the air, and where- 
ever a man can make money ‘he makes it, 
‘irrespective of whom he is going to injure. 
The Government should try to deal with 
this question, and not leave it to the States. 
-  ‘Phis Parliament should be 
States. It has the duty of protecting the 
- people of the whole of the Commonwealth. 
~ When profiteering goes on to the extent 
- that we have it in Australia, we must 
expect discontent, strikes, and the spread 
of the revolutionary feeling amongst the 
people. We ought to do everything we 
possibly can to prevent that. 
Mr. Arxivson.—What will stop it? 
Mr. RILEY.—That is a fair question: 
It is only reasonab'e that those who urge 
that a stop should be put to profiteering 
should be prepared to show how that can 
be done. As most honorable members 
are aware, I was for three years a mem- 
~ ber of the Arbitration Court of New 
South Wales. In that Court, after in- 
_ quiring into the profits made in a par- 


ticular industry, we had power to award- 


the rates of wages to be paid, but we had 
no power to determine at what price the 
Br product of the industry should be sold. I 
ee take the view that if our arbitration 
__powers were so extended as to enable the 
Se Court not only to fix the wages to be paid 


eC 


in, Bay, the boot trade, but to determine 
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had 


-should deal with these questions in a pro- 


above the 


is most serious, and I am dealing with 


tralia, 


1919-1920. 


‘the: prices at which the boots should be 
sold —allowing the manufacturer, of 
course, a reasonable profit—we should put ~ 
an end to profiteering. The Government 


per way. To do what I have just sug- 
gested it would be necessary to amend the 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act. 3 


Mr. Wise.—To amend the Constitw 
tion. 


Mr. RILEY.—We shall certainly have 
to do that. 

Mr. Larrap SmituH.—We tried to get = 
amendments, but failed. vo 

Mr. RILEY.—That was some time — 
ago; but I am satisfied that the people 
are ‘suffering so severely because of the 
high cost of living that such an amend- _ 
ment of the Constitution as would em- 
power the Federal Government to deal ef- 
fectively with profiteering would’ be — 
readily agreed to. Questions of this kind — 
should be tackled, and tackled at once if 
the whole country is not to be thrown 
into a state of chaos. I represent a big : 


neath the crust of public opinion. 
every hand there is a deep feeling of re 
sentment in regard to the high cost o: 
living and the ‘profiteering that is going © 
on. One man told me recently that h 
had been trying for three weeks to sav 
enough money to get his hair cut, bu 
that, because of the high cost of living 
he had not been able to do so. Honor. 
able members may smile, but the positior 


in all earnestness. Thousands of peopl 
have not the means to provide the neces- 
saries of life. Surely we should be pre- 
pared to stop party fighting and to dea 
with a measure that is well calculated te 
save Australia from chaos. BE 

Mr. Yates.—The honorable mention 
for Hindmarsh (Mr. Archibald) says he 
does not know how many of the people 
are able to exist: ye 

Mr. RILEY.—I am sure that he, like 
many other honorable members, realizes 
the position. It is the same all over Aus- 
and I am disappointed that the 
Government have not come down with — 


proposals to create new avenues of em- 


ployment to relieve the distress that exists 
and to deal effectively with profiteering. 


deal “with that matter, 
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_ 1919-1920. i a es 


Mz. Picorr.—Why not. bring the ship- 
ping strike to an end? 
Mr. RILEY.—I did not propose to 


been mentioned, let me say that, had the 


_ Government brought the Navigation Act 


into operation by proclamation the sea- 
-men’s strike would not have occurred. 


hat measure has remained in abeyance 


<0 


} 


inal PRT Rage ; 


for over three years. 
- claimed before, the conditions of our sea- 


Had it been pro- 


men would have been raised to a decent 
standard, and this strike would have been 
avoided. 
‘Mr. Picotr.—The honorable member 
helped to put the Conciliation and Arbi- 


tration Bill on the statute-book, and the 


Conciliation and Arbitration Court could 
deal with the matter. 

Mr RILEY.—But I am speaking of 
the Navigation Act, which was passed 
before the honorable ‘member entered this 
Parliament. It 1s one of the best mea- 
sures ever passed by any Legislature. All 
over the world complimentary references 
have been made to it, and I contend that 
it should be at once broucht into opera- 
tion. 

Mr. Preort.—It is not the fault of this 
Government; the Leader of the Labour 
party, when in power, could have brought 
it into operation. 

Mr. Rirey.—We had-to await the 
Royal assent to the Bill. Now that it 
has been assented to, it should be pro- 
claired without further delay. The con 
ditions of our seimen would then be 
brought to the level to which honorab!e 
members generally desired, in passing the 
Bill, to raise them. It was not a party 
measure. Honorable memters generally 
took a pride in dealing with it, but it 
still remains a dead letter. 

Recently on the. New South Wales 
coast three colliers have been wrecked. 


There is nothing to regulate the loading — 


of such vessels. The trucks of coal are 
dropped on the deck of-a collier, and be- 
fore the men have time to trim the coal 
into the hatches, off go the lines, and 
away goes the ship to sea. Before she 


reaches her destination, heavy seas wash 
2 — 


over her, and she is lost. If the Naviga- 
tion Act were in operation to-day, no 
vessel would be able to leave port until 
her hatches had been put on Pla every- 


a. made eae to go to sea. 


but since it has 


velopment 


£70,000 


spent on this work £70,000—a good deal 


We cannot 
expect our seamen to submit to these hard- — 
ships lying down. They should have a 
decent place to sleep and eat in. 

Mr. Picorr.—The Arbitration Cane a 
could deal with those matters. 

Mr. RILEY.—They have been “dealt 
with in the Navigation Act. The sea- 
men have endured these unsatisfactory 
conditions during the war, and now that 
hostilities are over they demand that for 
which they have waited so long. Is there 
any reason why. the Navigation Act 
should not be proclaimed? a 

‘Mr. Arxrnson.—The Acting Prime a 
Minister (Mr. Watt) has promised that 
it will be proclaimed. 

Mr. RILEY.—Let him proclaim it at 
once and the seamen’s strike will end.  — 

In the schedule to this Bill provision ~ 
is made foz a vote of £4,000 for oil de- 
in Papua. I have been ~ 
examining an excellent, although brief, re- 
port made by the Public “Accounts Com: a 
mittee in regard to this question. — On, 


developmental works have been going on 


in Papua for the last six years. Dore 
that time we have expended eae 
£70,000 in boring operations, but have 
won only 2,000 gallons of oil. “There 
seems to be no finality to these develop- — 
mental works. The Public Accounts ~ 
Committee urges that boring. Operas = 
should be carried out more vizorously Tee 
different parts of the Territory, so that 

we may dete ermine without delay whether a 
We are justified in continuing this exe 
penditure. It was reported in the press 
a few days ago that the Commonwealth 
Government had entered into arrange- 
ments with the British Government to 
share in the work of development. — ce : , 
have no objection personally to our co- 
operating with the British Government, — 
but since we have spent’ already over | Pe 


it has 3S 


Pam Ke 


Mr. Grecory. —And most of 
been wasted. 
Mr. RILEY.—Since we.have renee ; 


of which, as the honorable member say . 
has’ been. wasted—why should we invite 
the co-operation of the British | Govern-_ i fie 
ment ¢ a 


If the Commonwealth authorities - ta 
ee 


eS St ia 


Dank B eo on oan rae tore 


© Commonwealth should reap the penedt of 
I regret that the 


ae 


ry discoyeries made. 
imister for Home and Territories (Mr. 
Glynn) is not present, since we ought to 


ve from him a statement of what is __ 


aking place in Papua. It is unfair that 
Parliament should be asked again and 
again to. votg money for this work. with- 
out having any details to show whether or 
t the expenditure is justifiable. The 
position in this regard seems to be very. 
like what is happening under the Act 
‘which we passed some time ago pro- 
viding for a bounty to encourage the pro- 
duction of oil in the Commonwealth. Mr. 
yhn Fell has taken advantage of that 
et; but I am prepared to say that he 

s not carrying out what was the in- 
ention of the Parliament in passing it. 
* He has not produced even one gallon of 
refined kerosene; but he is producing 


erude oil for fuel purposes and obtaining 
He has not pro- | 


he bounty upon. it. 
- duced any of the lubricating oils that we 
equire for machinery purposes, but has 


rabbed the hounty in respect of the 


© ude article, which does oak come up to 
the required ay ‘On all these 
ng “atements by the responsible 


Imsters. 


| RI BY — He is receiving it. 
Me Tupor.—lf that is so, the Minister 
sponsible for its payment should om 
peached. . 
hs. RILEY. evi ‘ois is that we 
cannot induce a Minister to remain here 
—oOUE 
; Act 
was to encourage the local produc- 
tion of oil and so to. bring down the 
 Tocal: price of petrol. The price of petrol 


rate 
te 


“In passing the. “Bounties” 


art ‘of the world, and seu eke of 


Pe fie cee iain to lie I desire to 
er is that of the Federal] Capital. The 
titution provides that the Seat of 


This. man : Apher the 


higher in Australia than in any other 


:, Pgdewnen’: shall ee in ie State of New 


South Wales. That was one of the con- 
ditions on which the State of New South 
Wales entered into the Federal compact, 
but it has not been carried out. In xr 
spect of other States, promises that, were 
not actually embodied in the Constitution — 
have been ‘honoured. For instance, the 
people of Western Australia during c 
Federal campaign were’ promised that 
they accepted the Constitution Bill, the 
trans-Australian railway would be buil 
There was no constitutional undertakin 
that that line would be built, but w 
nage carried out our eho in regard-to. 
it. res 
ne Yares.~—The Conmmpnmenele hag 
not ee the promises made to South Aus- 
tralia. ; 
Mr. RILEY. —We have honcnied ‘Bier: : 
we have taken over the burden of the 
Northern Territory, and have thus re- 
lieved South Australia of great responsi-_ 


bility and expense. 


Mr. Yates. Wot at all: St A 
tralia would have developed the Territory. : 

Mr. Freming.—She had better take it 
back again. 

Mr RILEY. —South: Av istralia Te 
many years tried in vain to develop the 


~ Northern Territory, and the burden was 


bringing her into a state of bankruptey 
when the Federal Government relieved 
her of it. If South Australia would ask 
for the return of the Territory, I 
lieve that every member of the -Parlia- 
ment would agree to the request: and 
give her a bonus for taking «it_ bac 
Then, again, certain promises were made 
to RA Pee S They, too, have 
observed, although they were not © 
and parcel of the Constitution. » 
Suaetaneese of New South. Wales 


but although eohtoe: years fia 
elapsed since the inauguration of th 
Commonwealth, there is ;no indication 
that the people of Victoria desire tc 
allow the Seat of Government to, be trans- 
ferred to New South Wales. I do not 
blame the’ representatives of Victoria, be: 
cause they are very comfortable here. 
An honorable compact was made, and the — 
people of New South Wales are entitled — 
to have it kept. There is strong resent- — 
ment in that ‘State of the treatment — 


# % 


mises ; 


“10188 Soe Bill (No. a 


at tas received in that ead. nd. oe 


this Parliament gives New South Wales 
a fair deal, there will be bitter opposi- 


tion to the continuance of the Federal 
~ Administration in Melbourne. The Go- 


--vernment have spent a great deal of 


-money in preliminary work at the 
Capital site. A huge reservoir has been 
constructed, and a complete water supply 
_is now available; there is a large electric 


generating plant j in order to supply light. 


and power to the district and brickworks 
have been constructed in readiness for 
building operations. But all these enter- 
prises are idle. The Federal Territory 
comprises 900 square miles of land be- 
longing to the Commonwealth, and it is 
certain that when this Parliament is 
» moved, to Canberra a large population 
will lease the land, and the Treasury will 
receive from that source a yearly increas- 


ing revenue, which will help to defray the’ 


expenses of government.. I have no de- 


sire for this Parliament’s 


Parliament should have a home of its 
own. The longer we -remain in Mel- 
bourne, the greater will be the expense in 
the creation of new office accommodation. 


The construction of the Federal Capital. 


would provide profitable employment for 
many returned soldiers. If this Parlia- 
ment is sincere in regard to the promise 
to ereate a Federal Capital in New South 
Wales, the present is an opportune time 


to proceed with the work, because thon- _ 


sands of the soldiers who are returning 
to Australia are skilled in various build- 
ing trades, and will require employment. 
Mr. Yirns. —Build the Federal eet 
- as a soldiers’ memorial. 

Mr. RILEY.—That would be a ood 
idea. 
ral revenue is derived from New South 
Wales, but the people of that State are 
becoming very dissatisfied~with the treat- 
ment they have received in connexion 
with the Federal Capital compact. The 
Capital city was to have been created 
within the first ten years of the Federa- 
tion, so it cannot be said that the people 
of N ew South Wales have been unduly 
impatient. I hope that this Parliament 


will fake. nee presae opportunity 


venue to be 
changed to Sydney. The Commonwealth 


Lhe greatest portion of the Fede- 


: _{REPRESEN TATIV 


to pro- 


ceed with the Se of ats own vy 


National home. — . 

Some time ago we were intone hat is 
the Government had evolved a great — 
scheme for shipbuilding, and that they — 
had let contracts for the construction of — 
wooden ships. But, even before the war 
ended, they had discovered that the ~ 
wooden ships were a mistake, that they 
could not be run profitably, that their 
maximum speed was 7 knots in a favor- ~ 


7: oh 
Sy 


able wind and no current, and that if ~ 


they were navigated too close to a current — 
they would run on to the rocks. Conse- ¥ 
quently, the Government were forced to — 
cancel the contracts for wooden ships. | 
On the Parramatta River one can see on 
the slips the ribs of these partially-built — 
ships. What is to become of them? I 
should like the Government to explain 
their reasons for abandoning that portion — 
of the shipbuilding policy, and to state 
the amount they have paid for the can- — 
cellation of the contracts. What has been 
the total cost of this blunder to ie Com- : 
monwealth ? mts 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—That stdteane 2 
does not harmonize with the speeches 
which the honorable* member made some — 
time ago when urging the Government to. =e 
proceed with shipbuilding. _ ge 
Mr. RILEY.—I urged the building of ae 
ships, not of 7-knot toys. , 
Mr. Grecory.—Some of the "Wonka 
ships built in America averaged 7 knot: 
throughout a voyage under all conditions. 
Ma: RELE YS = 6 not doubt that, but. ao 
my reference was to the contracha: “fors ~ 


‘fourteen wooden ships to be built in Syd- on 


ney and Melbourne. The Government — 
have realized the folly of proceeding with — 
those contracts, and we have a right to P 
know the conditions of the cancellation. ie 
In regard to home defence, is it se 
policy of the Government to compel re- 
turned soldiers to complete their train- —_ 
ing under the compulsory provisions — of oe 
the Defence Act? Men have come to me 
and said, “ We have been three years 
the Front; and are now ee 


| Mr. RILEY.—That polisy E is” 
ill not the Government consider the 
_ exemption of men who have pad military 
rvicee abroad? — - 
a. Mr. Hucror Lamonp. —The Resitant 
ee ene me a distinet Tecan in 


: yeen hoon taiiod: 
~ Mr. RILEY.—If the hei of 
compulsory training to returned soldiers 


create further resentment of the military 
_ system. “In my opinion, all compulsory 

training should be suspended for the next 
bs _ ten or (Seco years. We have no need 


a Hime, ewe hive 300,000 veteran sol- 
_ diers fully trained in every branch of 
& warlare. If we are desirous of economiz- 
ing, this is clearly an expenditure that we 
ean dispense with. Parliament should 


have an opportunity tO express an 
- opinion on this question. = 
(the «CHAERMAN = (Hon? J. M. 


Chanter) ——The honorable member has 
reached the time limit. 
eee GREGORY (Dampier) (3. 44] —I 
was very pleased to hear the remarks of 
‘the honorable member for South Sydney 
(Mr. Riley) in regard to the Common- 
wealth control of the Northern Territory. 
- The honorable member expressed the 
opinion that this Parliament would be 
only too pleased to hand the Territory 
ee to the South Australian Govern- 
ment. It seems to me an inglorious re- 
cord that, after all the years of control 
of the Territory by this Parliament, and 
after the enormous expenditure there, 
members opposite should now realize 
_ how absurd the Federal administration 
has been. I am convinced that, with a 
sane policy, we could make something of 
the Tertitory; but by the insane policy 
initiated and, to a large-extent, controlled, 
' WY honorable members opposite, we have 
destroyed what might have been a fine 
ae asset. Yet we hear the honor- 


Sa ao 
> ae 


“eontrol in connexion on the oil-fields 
ata Papua. He desires that this Parlia- 
ment shall have the same power ae con- 


is persisted in, the ‘only result will be to 


[ trol over. ‘he Bape ail Saaiaies as-it 
es ~ has over the affairs of the Northern: Ter- 
née fair. 


: ee oe e, 


‘later, 


the agreement, and we do not know fully 
how Australia is to be treated in regard 
to the repayment of our war expenditure. — 
All matters arising out of the Peace — 
-agreement will come up for discussion _ 


‘ritory, and I suppose with the risk of th 
same waste of pues and , genera es 
ee 


But [ hava 4 no 5 faith | in. Govern 
ment control of the enterprise. ' 
- The honorable member. for Sendo Sa 
ney condemned ‘also the Acting Minister 
for ‘the Navy (Mr. Poynton) for hig 
efforts to build ships. Had the honorable 
member for Grey been in charge of the 
Navy Department when war broke out, — 
Sind made thasame effort-then as te didn ™ 
Australia would have built ships _ 
which would have been a great asset to 
us. The Acting Minister. denerven more ~— 
than the ose measure of credit for — 
the efforts he made to alleviate the diffi- 
culties that were imposed upon us by the 
scarcity of shipping. : 

Mr. Rizey.—I indorse everything ue 
ae in gael to lee anne 


Loo tt: ue hee a ae aie 
for the Navy—Senator Pearce, Mr. Jen 
sen, and Sir Joseph Cook—for - the: 


fetharey they displayed. In the early 
stages of the war I urged the Minis. 
ter for the Navy (Sir Josanh: Cook) t 
call for tenders and offer a bonus fi 
shipbuilding by private enterprise, an 
had action been taken then, all of u 
would have been pleased with the result. 
T realize that the honorable member for 
Grey made a big, strenuous, and business- 
like effort to solve the shipping problem, 
and had the war continued his work would 
have been more fully appreciated. 

Undoubtedly it is too'early for us, in 
this. debate, to discuss the conditions of 
Peace. ‘We have read only ia summary of 


ete ; 
Ne have full. opportunity for dealing with 
the various questions. But I may say, in 
passing, that I have very little sympathy 
with ithe so-called League of Nations. 
There has been. toe much theorizing and 
delay in connexion with the Peace nego-’ 
tiations. The deliberations of the Con- 
ference were too protracted, and the re- 
sultant delay is largely responsible for 
the trouble and unrest that have deve- 
loped. - There is not the slightest doubt 


in my mind that we must continue in the 
future to make ample provision for the 


‘naval and military protection of Aus- 
tralia. 

Some comment has been made upon the 
Australian representation in London. It 
seems to me strange that, with the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) and the Minister 
for the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) in Lon- 

don, in addition to the High Commis- 
gioner—I do not know for aat reason 
we have a High Commissioner now—it 
should have been found necessary to send 
Senator Pearce to England. His ad- 
ministration of the Defence Department 
was bad. I have no admiration for his 


Ministerial record, and IT think a grave ~ 


mistake was made in sending him to 
London. The efficient work which has 
“been done in connexion with the re- 
patriation of Australian soldiers was un- 
doubtedly due to the efforts of that splen- 
did engineer ~ and soldier, Sir John 
Monash; and I am not at all satisfied 
with the action of the Government in 
sending Senator Pearce to England to 
attend to repatriation matters. 


Mr. Rirey—The Government con- 
tinued to deny that there was any inten- 
‘tion-to send him to England. 


Mr. GREGORY.—There was 
secrecy about the matter. Big troubles 
are in store for us, and there are two 
great essentials which must be considered 
by this Parliament. The first is the 
building up of a national spirit amongst 
the people of Australia. No country in 
the world made such a magnificent res- 
ponse as Australia made in connexion with 
this great war; but after all the sacrifices 
our men and women have made, it is in- 
deed hard that so many of our people have 


a lot of 


ool I presume aay are will suc. faith in their ¢ 
piel Stond b ~done- 

in national spirit, 
much in this direction. 
graph theatres one can see pictures illus 


tainly, there is a good deal of “‘bom- 


spirit of patriotism. 


great Australian spirit—or rather an Im 


The Americans are 2 
At cinemato- 


trating the marvellous methods they are : 
adopting to build up that spirit. Cer- 


bast about it, and a great deal of 
eredit 18 claimed that I think ee Pee 
hardly due to them; but JI. com- 


mend them for the evidence they have 
shown of earnestness in building up a@ 
One picture in 
which this was illustrated was shown at 
a picture show J recently attended in — 
Sydney. It was followed by a picture of 
a lacrosse match in Sydney, and. the next 
Seah was, that of a football match in ~ 
elbourne. I think it would be an ach 
of wisdom on the part of the Government 
if they were +o appoint some one like 
General White, who recently returned to 
Australia, to organize some method by — 
which a great national spint might be — 
created among the people of Australia, I~ 
read General White’s recent speeches with 
a great deal of pleasure. He is domg his 
best to build up a great national spirit. 
Mr. Ritzy.—Let us get to the nationa 
Capital. 
Mr. GREGORY. —We must first, get 
rid of the vile spirit of internationalism — 
that is abroad to-day, and that section of | 
the community who go about preach 
ing that “the whole world is ours, 3 
in the very next breath have no time fo 
the brotherhood of nations when th 
fear the entry of goods” from an 
country. Their policy in one direction is 
narrow and cramped, yet they tell - 
that we should form one of the broth 
hood of nations, and be internationali 
My view is that we ought to build u 


perial spirit, seeing that our future_re 
wholly on the poe oe by iar 
British Navy. 

Another great ‘essential for the ewiaba 
of Australia is the stimulation of produc- 
tion, . sagtanagec sclera ein on. 


hed Avsueatie ta nai: Be 

Mr. Corser.—We must. eva: both 
primary and ear: ari 
order to be successial.. 


duction must realize that the home mar- 
ket is the best; but I have no. wish to 
rangle primary production in order to 
a “up trumpery industries in the 
cities, as many of them are. 
‘time we have paid for our war debt, 
and provided the money which will 
" be required for repatriating our soldiers, 
_» the public debt of Australia, States 
and Commonwealth, will be between 
£950,000,000 and £1,000,000,000—nearly 
£200 per head of the population. Is it 
_ proposed to liquidate that debt by crip- 
a pling the primary industries, and mecreas- 
ing production in the cities? Surely 
oo every one admits that taxation is unduly 


heavy in Australia at the present time. 


Our revenue has-increased year after year, 
and that fact has undoubtedly led to the 
_prossest extravagance, not only in Com- 
be - ™Mmonwealth administration, but also in 
- the administration of the States. Many 
legislators hold the belief that we can 
_ keep on taxing the people, and that the 
Government can spend the people’s 
money betfér than can the people them- 
a selves. . This belief has tended to ex- 
ade travagance: and to the destruction of that 
_ private enterprise which alone can build 
up industries in this country, and which 
would be started were the people allowed 
0 retain in their own pockets the money 
‘hee the State now draws from them by 
way of taxation. The Treasurer ail 
have a heavy task, and our only hope in 
‘ > the future. is to’ stimplate our primary in- 
dustries. Establish as many factories as 
you Ds, but with whom must they com- 
pete? 
a! vesters, anda certain quantity of leather, 
although factories have been receiving 
- the benefit of high duties, have’ we ever 
sent any manutactured products from 
‘Australia? In-our very best year, I-do not 
suppose we have exported manufactured 
‘goods to the value of £5,000,000. 
Mr. West.—We have sent abroad 
' khaki for the soldiers. 
a - Mr. Fenton.—And small arms ammu- 
‘nition. 5 


Rs. Mr. GREGORY .—The honorable mem- 

a ber should not say anything about small 
arms.» We did not send away a rifle 
: fter ‘the first four months of bie war. 


- munition.’ 


why oth. ~Any person 
who be'ieves in veers up primary pro- _ 
liable source I have heard that one mm 


By the. 


With the exception of a few har-. 


: Mr. Fextow.—I said ‘* ioe arms am 


Mr. 


GREGORY. com a very a 


every ten, and sometimes one in every 
twenty cartridges manufactured here con 
tained two bullets. The manufacture of 
small arms at a ene yg has been a dam 
nable disgrace. We sent our boys away 
frem this country with such vile weapons 
that we might just as well have sent them 
to the Front with their hands taed beh oe 
their backs. : ae 

Dr. Matoney.—Some of the rifles were 
dashed bad. 


Mr. GREGORY .—The 
member was in Perth, and saw some o 
them, Tiss ¢ mistake In connexion. 
with the Smal] Arms Factory is that its 
administration is in the hands of the 
Minister for Defence. I give way in my — 
belief in privete enterprise to this extent — 
that 1 hold that the making of muni- 
tions of war should. be absolutely under 
the control of the Government,, but the 
controlling Minister sheild be any other 
Minister nk the Minister for Defence. 
When the officers of the Tbefence Depart 
ment found that the rifles manufactured 
at the Small Arms Factory were bad, they 
could not complain, because they would 
be blaming their own Minister. The 
should be in the position to say exactl 
what they require, and refuse to accepb 
anything that is not up to the highest 
standard, no matter what it may cost to 
attain that standard. But this cannot br 
done so long as the Small Arms Factory 
is under the control of their own Min 


honorebie 


=a Si 


ister. It should be under the control o: 
another Minister or special Ogee oe: 
sioners. 


It is the wealth we receive from our 
primary industries that enables us to 
build up our secondary industries, and w 
must not continue to build a wall of 
China all round Australia. We must 
not do as the honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) suggested a — 
couple of sessions ago, when he said that 
there were plenty of people in Australia _ 
to manufacture all Australia’s require. 
ments, and therefore we should not per- 
mit any machinery to be imported. 
is preposterous to put forward such an 
argument, and absurd | to propese a 
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ahaa huge ditties ‘that al absolutely 1 hh 


prevent articles coming into this country © 
where — 


_ been no Sante SHempt te oe 
fiteering. 
has been an absolute absurdity. ~“Gener- 


‘from abroad. If,that is done, 
‘shall we: get our revenue in the future 
when we lose the Customs taxation ? 
What sort of, an impost will be placed on 
those who have to take all the risks of 
fire, flood, and drought in their endeavour 


to develop Australia’s resources, despite — 


all the difficulties put in their way, and 
despite the enormous expenditure which 


has to be incurred by them, and which 


-of recent years has so considerably - in- 
creased? It is only by increasing our 
production that we can increase the popu- 
tation. Unless a demand exists, it 1s 
useless to commence to build up 
factories. If we had..a_ popula- 
tion of 15,000,000 or 20,000,000 
‘persons, we would find industries starting 
by leaps and bounds. If there were only 
less Government control and less inter- 
' ference, many people would be 
coming here to help us to build up our 
ae industries. I have been told 
that certain gentlemen came from 
America for the purpose of establishing 
a factory here, and that they were pre- 
pared to-spend £1,500,000; but ' after 
having been here for three or four months, 
and seeing the labour conditions and food 
control in Australia, they decided to re- 
commend their people not to spend the 
‘money in establishing the enterprise. 

Mr. Rirey.—There is enough labour 
trouble in America. 


Mr. GREGORY.—There is labour 
trouble everywhere. : 

- The honorable member drew atten- 
tion to the trouble which was due to 


profiteering; but a great deal of it is 


caused by the very people that the 
honorable member should condemn— 
the red-raggers and the Industrial 


Workers of the World—who flaunt the. 
laws so freely. No matter what party is" 


in power it is the bounden duty of every 
member of Parliament to insist upon the 
observance of the law. Of course, we 
should do our best-to pass legislation that 
will provide for conditions that will 


ameliorate many of these troubles; but, 
at the same time, when we have laws on 


our statute-books, it is the duty of honor- 
able members opposite, equally with 


- who knew nothing about trade, and there 


to increase the price of comin Te 


‘Act, which proved of great advantage a 
‘commission 


SOL the. 


found — 


“time running all the risks of fire — 


af there 


or, if need be, 100 per cent. in ta 


geems strange 


passed that legislation ? 


did nothing. 


fhe » Foeass foe 


_Price-fixing, as carried out, 
Roe 


ally, men were appointed to fix prices — 


was always a considerable amount of 
undue interference that only served 


I must say that it ‘‘ broke me up’ 
fnd the Government introducing — ae 
amendment of the War-time Profits Tax eee 


here and — 
huge fortunes ae 
Under this. Bill, no = 
matter if a commission agent made me 
£30,000 or £50,000 last year, .or — 
the year before, the has not to pay ‘one 
sixpence in taxation, whereas poor devils 
who have gone out into the back mae 
and burdened themselves with debt in 
developing their holdings, at the sa: 


agents, who 
“made 
war. 


Sydney. 


drought, have to pay 75 per cent. if 4 
show a profit of £5 ,000 or £10,000. 


Mr. ea oe poe half 


ae one 


Mr, GREGORY.—Often, it is a . book 
profit, and, at the same time, suc. 
man may be heavily indebted to. 
saeeee: Os It is not ee 


pesond: ans average ee sneomies ha 
have his case specially investigated, an 
is any trace of profitee 
shall be called upon to pay 50 per 


- Mr. Ritrey.—A lot of the retail me 5 
Sreht to be taxed. = 

Mr. GREGORY.—I feel sure a ae 
that commission agents 
should be able to come here, and 2 
special legislation to prevent their 
called upon to pay war-time taxati 


Mr.  Fxznron.—What Gove 


Mr. GREGORY.—The present Gove 
ment; but the other side, eo in 


> ment did fring in a Bill, but oF was a 
“ stupid Bill not: applicable. to Australia. 
Mr, Tupor.—I was out of the Govern- 

ment when that Bill was brought in. 

- Mr. GREGORY.—My desire” is to 
~ build up and encourage primary produc- 
tion in Australia, realizing that this re- 
_ presents the only, means whereby we can 

pay interest on our great war debt, and 
“increase prosperity and population. The 
_ primary producer has to rely to a great 

extent on the State Governments for all 

3 the assistance he gets. What assistance 
a is rendered by the Commonwealth Go- 
__vernthent by means of the Post Office ? 
One would think that the utmost possible 
effort would be made to afford postal and 


gore out into the bush. 

‘Then, again, in regard to stock, very 
Vite: is being done to help the producer. 
- What I desire is a distinct promise from 
_ the Government that if- freezing works 
-are established on the north-west coast, 
every encouragement will be given by 
_ way of bonuses to ships with freezing 

space for the purpose of getting the pro- 
duce to market. I am informed, how- 
€ that when these industries are 
established will be time enough to con- 
sider the question; but they cannot be 
established unless there is some assur- 
ance of being. able to reach the market. 
___ I suggest that the Board of Trade should 
3 see that it is fully informed of the possi- 
_ bilities of trade “from the outlying por- 
tions of. Australia, so that it may de- 

vise the best means of rendering assis- 
tance in the way I have indicated. In 
Western Australia, I motored through an 

-_ avenue of grapes, three-fourths of a mile 
e in length, all of export variety, cap- 
_ able of supplying thousands of. cases, 
_ all ready to be sent to the Old Country ; 
. but I was unable to get#space for a single 
case. I do not blame the Government, 
because I believe the Imperial Govern- 
* ment released only apples, but what I 

have said certainly shows the great im- 

portance of encouraging such industries. 
_ From one little patch of 15} acres in 
Western Australia, a man made a eToss 
revenue of £2, 196 in grapes, .currants, 
| raisins last year; and this will give 


stead of this, 


-—or, it may ‘be, 


eae facilities to every one who has 


a 


on the nate to take this produce away t¢ : 
the extent of honean of cases, Beers 


Bue 
a great proportion of thes 


could have fia ‘taxol 


erapes was allowed to rot. In regard t 
apples there does seem to have been some 
stupidity on the part of the Government 
some people have too 
much power. In Western Australia we- 
have grown a lot of apples, and we were s 


‘anxious to find. out if space was available — 


on the Somerset. 


We were advised that te 
there would be | 


room for about 8,000 . 
eases; but I saw an advertisement in — 
the West Australian of the agent of — 
Messrs. Jones: and Company, of Tas- 
mania, announcing that that firm had — 
room for 10,000 cases on the Somerset, 
and asking people to send in to that. 
quantity, with a return of, I think, 7s. 

Mr. Tupor.—I hold no brief for Jones a 
and Company, but may not the firm have : 
already paid for the space, and were 
merely sub-letting it? oe 

Mr. GREGORY .—That was the jae a 
vertisement of the agent for Messrs. Jones 
and Company; and if such were the case, — 
they had no right for priority of space | 
in Western Australia. In this connexion — 
I have to complain of an insolent letter 
from the Prime Minister’s Department— _ 

Messrs. Jones and Company are indignant — 
that such a report as that from Perth, which 
was published in the Melbourne Age of the | 
Ist instant, and which is on similar lines to. 
the telegram sent by you, should have’ been 3 
circulated. 
I sent a telegram setting out the tants 
and yet the Department has the impertin- 
ence to tell us that Messrs. Jones and 
Company are indignant. At the same 
time the Department annarently did not 
think it-worth while to see what kind of 
advertisement it was that had appeared. 

Mr. Rrtey.—Who signed: that letter? 

Mr/GREGORY.—lIt was signed by the 
Postmaster-General (Mr. Webster) for 
the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt), 
but I do not blame the Acting Prime 
Minister, nor do I suppose that the Post- 
master-General read the letter or knew 
the facts. I submit that the Depart- 
mental officer was wrong in sending out a 
letter of that sort. We do not wish 
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anybody to get preference, but ae that 
every State shall have a fair deal. 
Mr. McWrttrams.—It is about time 
the growers got a fair deal. 

Mr. GREGORY 


ern Australia, and I propose to ask the 
_ Western Australian representatives in 
this House to form themselves into a com- 
mittee in order to see whether something 
cannot be done to secure fair treatment. 
The only other matter I desire to refer 
to is that of the metal industry. I do 
not propose to go fully into the question 
now, because it is.one that ought to be 
discussed by itself. However, unless 
something is done in the near future, it 
will be necessary to move the adjourn- 
ment of the House, or take some other 
drastic measures for relief. The action 
of the Government in this regard has 
built up a monopoly which is bound to 
-preve more dangerous than any German 
monopoly we ever had—in short, the con- 
ditions which have followed the Govern- 
ment’s action are absolutely disgraceful. 
We ask people to go out prospecting, and 
we are all pleased when we hear of some 
poor fellow, after long labour, finding 


something good, because we hope that ex- . 


tensive employment will follow. 
> The CHAIRMAN (Hon. & M. 
Chanter)—The honorable member has 
reached his time limit, | 
Mr. GREGORY.—If-no other member 
wishes to speak, 
take my second nee. hour now. There 
were three men who, some time ago, made 
a wonderful discovery of lead, which was 
then at a very high price.. Almost out of 
one small pot hole these men took 
£70,000 worth of lead in less than two 
years, and yet the profit they got was just 
under £4,000. | 
Mr. Riney. —Who got the rest ! ie 
Mr. GREGORY.—Those. in control 
should answer that. Even had the men 
got £25,000 it would only have been a 
fair margin out of a rich little pocket. 
1 shall not mention names, but there is a 
mining man who was compelled to send 
his tin oxide over here for treatment, and 
there was a delay of about four months 
when he sought permission to sell it, in- 
volving a loss of something like £60 per ton 
to him. _ The State smelter +s compelled 


R EPRASENTATIVES. is 


ae send eee copper er 98. fees ae 


| SE eet ascertaining 
the requirements “of the growers in West- 
working. 


the Attorney-General’s 


‘lose control of their product for the 


I shall be very glad to’ 


pose of our finished product when made. 


“of what the Peace conditions may be im 


over here for treatment and realization — 
at a cost of about £4 9s. a ton; in fact, it 
is worthless to produce anything wider | 
11 per cent. over in Western Australia,. © = 
whereas 5 per cent. ore ought tio be worth ! 
Representatives of New South Waless ae 
ought to realize that a big company mm 
that State is being harassed by the Goo 4s 
vernment; and that hundreds of men are — 
in consequence thrown out of employ- ee 
ment, causing a big reduction in tra sles 
service and. employment generally. Ii «© 
3800 or 400 men are deprived of their = ‘ 
work, it must affect 1,000 or more other 
people. The company to which l-amre- 
ferring applied for perniission to sell 
their product, but they were sent f rom 
Department to - - 
the Prime Minister's’ Department, and 
told to go to the Copper Producers Asso- 
ciation; but they have failed to obtain a 
permit to trade. This company, however, 
refused to join the Copper Producers As- 
sociation at. a cost of £500, pay 1 per 
cent. on the value of their. output, and 


next fifty years. The Government will ; 
not tell these people that they must join, 
but they keep on prevaricating; and — 
month after month elapses, while the - 
mines are closed and hundreds are thrown — 
out of employment. These people have 
their’ own plant, their own mine and 
their own furnaces and’electrolytic plant, 
and have capital to treat their | own ore. 
They say— 

No doubt you are aware that clecteohg 
copper is now quoted at £90 per ton, and ~ 


see no reason why we should not try and ma 
a start if we can only get permission to di 


Why not? No doubt the Government a 
justified in preventing the export o 
metals to this or that country if there 
ave special and proper reasons for sue 
a prohibition; and we have no knowledge 


this regard. The Government, however, ~ 
have no right to place in the hands of a: 
a small clique—the sae Producers sion 5 


—an obsolete niohe pela 
Mr. EEN TOR, ss are ‘the : 


ee 
people objected to join the Zinc Pro- 
ducers Association, and so did the Mouhi 
~ Lyell Company. They were told by Sir 
> John Higgins, when the Conference was 
PS held, that he would ask the Attorney- 
“ General to use the strongest powers he 
possessed rather than the scheme should 

_ fail, and Mr. Mahon, who was then Acting 
Bk tarriey-Ciccewl, said they would , have 
to accept the scheme within» forty-eight 
hours in the letter and spirit in which it 
_- was proposed. So these people were 


forced to join, and, according to 
_ the agreement, they had to pay 
\: 2500: to join, and. 4. per. cent: for 


the handling of the ore. And they gave 
_ to that Association; on which they cer- 
y tainly had some representation, for they 
. had one director each, the absolute con- 
ae _ trol of all their output—that is the mak- 
ing of their contracts and the fixing of 
the price—tor the next fifty years. It 
is abominable that these corporations, the 
Depot in Australia, should have been 
forced into an Association of that kind. 

_ Mr. Ritey.—Do you not think that all 
these committees ought to be abandoned 


ue 


now, and things allowed to return to 
their normal state? 
Mr. GREGORY.—In this ~ instance 
there pala have to be legislation. 
Mr. Ritry,—I mean the Wool Com- 
mittee, the Copper Committee, and the 
a Motals: Committee. 
. 9? Mr. GREGORY. Phe: have never 

had the force of law, and that is where 

_ the equivocation comes in here. Other 
- than the regulation which gives the Cus- 
__ toms Department the power to prevent 
_ the exportation of goods to any country, 
there is not even a regulation. It is all 
done sub-rosa and by foree ; it is simply 
pee: bial.’ 

ie Mr. 
ii Seni have control of the 
_ some of these metals yet? 
ael Mr. 
ping, but the Association has control of 
_ the export. My people say, “ We will not 
join the Association; we are not going 


leas of 


to give it the control of our mines,’ for 
that is what it really means. ) 
Mr, Arcuipatp.—They ‘got better 


rms from the Germans. 


“GREGORY.—The Bree’ aaa 


Fenton.—is it “true that a few’ 


h 
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primary producer has to depend to a very 


1919-1920. 


‘GREGORY. —Have we nct hove : 
ele to trade with than the Germans? 
The Government, of course, are justified 
in saying, ‘‘ We will not allow this stuff 


to be exported to any country where a r 


man firms may get hold of it.’’ oy 
Mr, AxrcurpaLp.—This wag “done to. 
smash the German combine. : i 
Mr. GREGORY. —What ig being 
built up now is a combine worse than 
any German combine. Why’ give to Be 
small directorate in Melbourne the abso- — 


_ lute control of the zinc or copper produ . 


tion of Australia? Why, if we produce — 
copper in Western Australia, should we 
be compelled to have our contracts mad 
and to sell our copper through the Coppe 
Producers Association in Melbourne? 
Mr. Arcursatp.—I do not suppose you. 
will be now, but it was better than the 
Germans. 
~ Mr. GREGORY.—I have told ‘he 
honorable member repeatedly that if yo 
joined that Association, you agreed to give 
it the control of “your product for fif 
years. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer. —That canno 
stand in a Court. s 
Mr. GREGORY.—It is an agreem mb) 
and it exists. : 
Mr. Fenron.—Some of the people 
control the metals now are the people 
used to'deal with the Germans in the 
war period. 
Mr. GREGORY .—That is a _questioi 
for the House to deal with; but there 
no doubt in my mind that an effort 
made by a certain section to manipu 
the control of these metals. When thes 


“agreements are concluded, do they “no 


give to that Association the absolute con- 
trol of the output for the next fifty year S| 
They certainly do unless we pass legisla. 
tion to annul them on the ground t. 
they were signed under duress. 

not prepared to speak on this subject 1 


figures have to be got ae and a 
stated are facts which I hay 
memorized for some time, through hav- 
ing to deal with the subject so often. _ 
As regards the building up of th 
primary production of Ausfralia, the 


great extent on the States for assistance. 
He cannot get it from the Common- 
wealth. This country is too great for us 
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in ie Parliament to be able ¢ o realize the 
difficulties and vicissitudes of many of 
_ the outlying industries. The Govern- 
ment have suggested that, owing to the 
demands on the Commonwealth purse, a 
big reduction should be made in the per 
camta payment that we agreed to make 
to the States. 

Mr. MoWrrriams.—There is no hope 
of them carrying that through the 
Senate. . 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am afraid they 
will carry it: I want the Government to 
understand my position distinctly in the 
matter. I came here as one who believes 
in the Federation. I do not believe in 
Unification, and will do all I can to pre- 
vent any such scheme, because the Trea- 
surer’s ‘proposal means the absolute de- 
struction of the States, and this must be 
followed by Unification. 

Mr, Matnews.—lt may injure the 
State Legislatures; but it will not injure 
the peoples of the States. 

Mr. GREGORY.—It will injure the 
States, because this Parlament cannot 
help to build up the industries of remote 
States like Queensland and Western Aus- 
tralia, and if you injure those States you 
will injure Australia. Honorable mem- 
bers here have not the necessary know- 
ledge, and with the small representation 
we have here we shall be absolutely de- 
stroyed. 

Mr. Marumws.—Good old parochial 
idea! 

Mr. GREGORY.—I have a great area 
to represent, while the honorable mem- 
ber represents only a few yards in com- 
parison. 

Mr. Marnews.—I have flesh and blood 
to represent. 

Mr. GREGORY. — The 
member does not represent a much 
greater number of people.- I represent 
about 40,000, and the honorable member 
may have 7,000 or 8,000 more in his elec- 
torate; but the difference is very small in 
proportion. There have not been in 


Victoria and New South Wales the ob- 


jections to this proposal that are coming 
from the other States. That is rather 
short-sighted on the part of the two States 
I have named. There has been an enor- 
mous expenditure for war purposes in 


iets 


[REPRESENTATIVES fe 


the -States to carry on the work of. de- 3. = 


honorable. : 
; mised to do so. 


1919-1920. be 


Agel aging the ee three. or. fie’ 4 


years, nearly the whole of it in Victoria 

and New South Wales, which have had a 

prosperity in consequence that will paG 5 
continue in the future. They are, there- 
fore, working on false premises if they 
do not realize how this scheme will affect 
them later on. I hope that all those who 
believe in the Federation, and im helping 


velopment, all those who want to see the 
best interests of Australia conserved, will 
work together for the purpose of prevent- 
ing the Government from carrying a pro- ~~ 
posal which, if given effect to, must tend = 
to destroy the Federation, and. resulf7in. ae 
Unification. Of course, those who believe 
in Unification will support the Treasurer's _ ae 
proposal; but I hope the good sense of  ~ 
the House will prevent its: passage, and = 
that the Treasurer will see the danger of 
endeavouring +o make it law. mei ie 

Mr. ARCHIBALD (Hindmarsh) [4 28]. = 
—TI do not intend to delay the passage of 
Supply, because it has been customary 
for Supply Bills prior to the present | im 
Parliament to run through 1 in avery short 
space of time, and I have known a “Bits 
covering a much lar ger amount of Supply 
than this to be dealt with in less than ten >. 38 
minutes. I do not.complain of the action — 
of the Opposition in debating this— Babs 
As the House has been in recess for six 
months, it is not at all surprising that — 
honorable members on both sides should — 
wish to discuss a few pressing questions. 
In considering the grant of Supply to 
His. Majesty, we should, I think, be con- ~ 
fined to the old constitutional practice, Dy ee 


which the House of Representatives de-— a 


clined to pass Supply until the Govern- 
ment had redressed grievances, or -pro= e 
There are, of course, x 
grievances and grievances. Some are of ~~ 
a most pressing character, and we should 
be following the old constitutional prac- 
tice much more closely if we debated _ 
them only; but under our Standing — 
Orders practically everything under the 
sun can be made the subject of a 
grievance, and discussed on Supply. 
I propose to call the attention « 


Government to one to two matt 
it not my intention to ae 


#2 ‘My ae is more to urge ‘mpraveniorits in 
the future, because what is past is past, 
ie and. all the talking by this House, or 
__ writing by the press, is of no avail unless 
it prevents a recurrence of the practices 

é complained of. During the war, up to the 
time of the armistice, things worked as 
_well as could be expected in Australia, 
considering the difficulties ynder v which the 
Empire laboured and the gigantic nature 
-of the struggle in which it was suddenly 

_ involved. But since the armistice was 

- signed the Government have shown some 

-- neglect of the interests of the outlying 
States. We, in South Australia, expected 
a great. deal from Hederation, and there 
is no doubt that in many respects we 
have reaped great benefits, although we 
have not got all that we would like, - Jt 

is a peculiarity of human nature to be 
always wanting what’ we are unable to 
get, but the smaller States have suffered, 


own State has certainly suffered unneces- 
sarily. Since the armistice, there seems 
to have grown up an idea that Sydney 

ind Melbourne “constitute the bull’s eye 


e. at places eee either in Aus- 
agi overseas, Bag no other Me of 


ae +0 ee ‘the Behe phar Hg “aes it 
should attach. It does not suit my book 
- to attack the Government merely because 
_ they are the Government. There is no 
sense in that, and it is oe no, o Donen to the 
* people. : 
= The position in eared to the delivery 
of mails has not been satisfactory since 
the armistice . was signed. During the 
sae war. they were distributed with far 
greater regularity in South Australia, 
and the arrangements were better as re- 
gards both the outgoing and the incoming 
_ mails. - Since the armistice, { have known 
as long a period as ten days to elapse 


- Australia, although the business people 
of ‘Melbourne and: Sydney have had their 
letters days aud days before. What 
“position is a commercial man in Adelaide 


ad in Ps eastern States several 


‘alone. 


cue in the instances I propose to give, my 


and when a troopship is leaving the O 


“quently 1 to inquire into it, more especial 


efore mail - matter. has reached South — 
is that no oversea mails should leave A: 


aced in when mail matter has been dis- 


more importance than are many of the 


et 


American mail. 


Mr. ARCHIBALD 2 the honorable 
member knows Sydney very well, and he 
will give me credit for knowing what 
occurs in Adelaide. The American mails 
come in, and leave that city at any hour. 
The Deputy Postmaster-General for © 
South Australia makes up the mail for 
despatch on a certain date, but suddenly 
receives from Sydney an order counter- 
manding his previous instructions, with 
the result’ that the © Americar mail 
steamer leaves with mails to be sent on to 
London from Sydney and ~Melbourne ~ 
There seems to be neither eee ae 
nor reason for the present system, ures 


which the people of South Australia are 


placed at a great disadvantage. 
Mr. Wiens: —The honorable member is 
referring more betyn er to the 
American mails? 
Mr. ARCHIBALD.—I am eee 
to the system generally. Only recently 
a mail from America suddenly turned up 
at Adelaide, and no one knew that it was 
coming. Some of our mails come direct 
from the Old Country. .When a B 
Funnel or Aberdeen liner is: about to leave 
England with troops, the postal ay 
ties in London should be advised, so ~ 
they can despatch mails by her. ‘Ther 
a very good law which provides that. th 
King’s mails may be placed on any vesse 


Country for Australia direct, the pos 
authorities at Saint Martin’s le Gra 
pee be. advised that mails, 


sooner than if en ie one of fhe: condi: 
mail steamers. I have gone into t 
matter very carefully at the request 0! 
citizens of Adelaide, who have been ub 
jected to much annoyance, but the quar S 
antine restrictions are such that one d 
not care to visit Melbourne too f: 


when one has to come front a ‘‘ clean ’ 
to an ‘‘ infected ’’ State. My contentio 


tralia unless mails from South Austra 
are also carried. J am surprised that the 
postal authorities here are unable to dea, 
with so simple a matter. 

despatch of oversea mails. 


Ses ‘ Sea ae 


- acetal postal eS “of which we hear 
somuch. J am also at a loss to account for 


the extraordinary and eccentric system of / postal authorities in the way I have just 


_despatching mails to Australia from the 
Old Country. They come sometimes wd 
_ America and sometimes direct. When 
a inquiry is made as to the failure of the 
postal authorities at Home to take ad- 
vantage of a vessel coming direct ‘to Aus- 
tralia, the answer is made that no infor- 


- mation as to the intended departure of 


such vessels is afforded them. What are 


our representatives doing in London? 1 


do not expect the Prime Minister (Mr. 
_ Hughes) or the Minister for the Navy 
(Sir Joseph Cook) to take action in re- 
gard to a matter of this kind, but surely 
the High Commissioner’s Office should be 
able to deal effectively with it. Is the 
_ High Commissioner’s Office doing ‘any- 
thing at all? 


Mr. Yares.—The honorable member 
will be given the “kick out.”’ from his 
party. . . 


aire ARCHIBALD. —That would not 


occasion me any more worry than J sut- 
fered when-I was kicked out of the Offi- 
cial Labour party. From what I hear 
there is nothing to prevent the High 
Commissioner communicating — ‘with Saint 
Martin’s le Grand either by telephone. or 
-messenger as to the approaching depar- 
ture. “of a vessel for Australia by which 
mails. could be shipped here. 
Commissioner’ s Office should be in a posi- 
tion, to advise the British postal authori- 
ties of such matters, and to inform the 
| postal | authorities here whenever a mail 
“18 despatcbed, and when it is likely to 
arrive. As ie 1s, 


no one’s business to do so. The well-paid 


officers of the High Commissioner’s De- 
partment should be able to put an end. 
‘system, which 


to the -present eccentric 
is causing sé much annoyance to the 
people of South Australia. 

Mr. Pacr.—Why should not the Com- 


monwealth Cabinet Ministers’ at Homes 


deal with the matter ? 


“Myr. ARCHIBALD. eae. Heh Com-' 
My re-. 


é missioner. should deal with it. 
- marks have no personal application. My 
- contention is that the High h Commissioner 

‘should. take the initiative - in these dp 


ters. 


| had the power. caus 


any ‘System. 


for the proper arrival and Be 


- power in Shey ce ge 


The High 


it would appear to be. 


o South Australia. 
_ tralian cargo there. 


to: discharge: thas tress oe whatever 


_ to Adelaide must result in increased 


; : first consideration is tha 
Sree Pcisist —And he So Se he = 


Mr. ARCHIBALD. ie pe 


for him to. comimunicate with the 


suggested? We ought certainly to have 
a more regular mail system. — 


Mr. Pace.—The present. Govermitaan 
are disorganized. They could not cr 
On the honorable me! yer? 
own showing, they cannot even arra ge 


oversea. mails. — ‘ i 
Mr. ARCHIBALD. 


ral (Mr. Webster): 
at bes: —Of course, at is. 


eptas on is Govirnneat the necessity _ 
for placing Adelaide in the same position 
that other State Capitals” sect in 
‘respect.’ Y 
The honorable member Fone South 5 


once to suppress T ahieweage 
ment should do everything with 
This. Me 


many potieds: Bobsle veld in oe 

Two out of every three vessels from | ¢ 
Britain, voyaging eitker , by way 0 
Cape or Suez, now* come Pics 
bourne and BA 


eelian’ capiat 
shipping strike, thousands’ of as of 
seas cargo intended for Adelaide were 
carried on to Melbourne or Sydney, 
were lying at: those pores awaiting 
doe ene 


Tam eR th 
the poe on this sides if that 


are carrying. This shifting of cal 


Mr. . Page. —The 
knows the reason for thee 


So age renee © 


“some vessels carrying troops have dis- 
charged cargo at Adelaide. The present 
arrangement may suit Melbourne and 
dney very well, but it hits South Aus- 


Ee Mr. ae —The people of ouetaiand 
= have to put up with the same sort of 


2 


ARCHIBALD. —With 4 excep- 
_ tion ae the Blue Funnel liners, the ma- 
a jority of the oversea vessels touching at 
ise Queensland ports come direct from the 

Old Country. Adelaide is ow the ordinary 


Australia va the Cape or Suez, and all 
» such vessels carrying cargo for South-Aus- 
tralia should discharge it at Adelaide be- 
fore coming round to the eastern ports. 
Under the present system we are giving 
the profiteers a good excuse for putting 
“up prices. I have no doubt that when 


troubles will disappear; but, meantime, 
aston ther Derernmont to see that = 


i i Aitiowsn 1 I have seaieined the Govern. 
ea ment this afternoon, I am satisfied with 

jeir I do not say 
hat they. have not ‘eonmitted errors of 
: judgment. ‘They are not perfect, and. I 
ae have no hope of seeing a perfect Govern- 
ment in power. The present Administra” 


: great bulwarks of the Commonwealth, 
standing as they do, for its’ stability, se- 


two parties in power to-day. There 1s 
oo is wasting. The ‘old idea of party 
os and divisions is passing away. 


Shs _ Mersuws.—The honorable mei- 
Die ee to the German party. 

Mr. ARCHIBALD. —_No; but tite. hon- 

rable member does, and he is sorry that 

e Is not a German proper. Honorable 


years opposite advocated peace by 
negotiation when the policy was. first 


ot German allies I tied ‘like to 


ie “ARCHIBALD. ee iat 
Bere eae for peace for the last 


trade route of oversea vessels coming to, 


“we return” to normal conditions these. 


tion aud the party behind them are the. 


curity, and prosperity. There are only — 


: ‘the party that is building and the party 


ister (Mr. Wise) | will. convey 7 
-bim the sug apeition I am about ta 
make. The most serious — probl 


winched from Berlin in 1917, and if they. 


hat other conclusion can be drawn g: 
Re alga round: table conference: ashes Se 


Mr. 


‘Brennan —Havye we jot “been 


months? 


Mr. ARCHIBALD. Share ao 
a nice lot of negotiations between Ei i 
land and Ireland “if the Sinn Feiners had 
their way. If the Sinn Feiners had Eng: 
land “by the wool,” as we have Germany 
to-day, there would not be much negotia- 
tion. The Government, and the party be 
hind them, are the builders, and, of course, 
we make some mistakes; ‘the. party oppo- 
site are the wasters. To- ‘day the great in- 
dustrial army of Australia is split in 
twain. By what? Two-thirds of our 
workers are down-right sensible, honest, 
good industrialists, and a eredit to — 
tralia. They believe in arbitration. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrmr. 
thirds of them. 


Mr. ARCHITBALD.—I am satan he 
proportion of two-thirds’ because I know 
the ramifications of the cut-throat red. 
raggers. They would be dominant to-day 
but for the fact that they are frightene 
of the word “ scab” being hurled at the 
For that reason I. support, and will ¢ n- 
tinue to support, the Government, 
cause they are the bulwarks of soci 
and are the best protection again 
attempts that are being made to over 
it. Honorable members opposite wi 
eclaim the effort to overthrow society 
do not suppose they believe in that po 
but they have been the lackeys’ of the 
outside this Parliament, and ey : 


to. do the bi dding ‘of their aene 
. J am sorry that the Acting Prime Mi 
ister (Mr. Watt) is not in the Chan 
but I hope: that the Assistant ~ 


that faces Australia to-day is the ma 
time. strike. J] wish the matter to be 
looked. at Hee: ae! because it is 


to be peated in any bihies way. I st 
gest that the Government might ad 
the Governor-General to call the presi 
of the Ship-owners Federation and th 
president of the Seamen’s _ Union — to. 


— 
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% 


Mr. Wesr. —The Government will not 
‘ do that. 


eS ee AROHIBALD. =f ¢d0 2n0t Know 
that they have been asked before; I ask 


them now. 


Mr. Hices.—Would you fecommeond 
that the Governor-General, when he gets 
the seamen to the conference, should call 
them “cut-throat red-raggers ” ? 


“Mr. ARCHIBALD.—No. My idea in 


proposing to bring the Governor-General 


into the dispute is that, at the head 
o this conference we 

distinguished representative of the 
ae who enjoys the confidence and 
respect of all people in Australia. 
Ad <t°> desire: “him 16°. do: = is. to 
bring the parties together. What objec- 
tion can there be to that course? The 
Government say, “ There is the Arbitra- 
tion Court; go to it.” And one party re- 
plies, “ We will not go to the Court.” It 
is of no use to argue with a large body of 
men who say that they will not do a cer- 
tain thing. Therefore, it behoves this 
Parliament of representative men, who are 
responsible for the peace and good order 
of the community, to find another way 
out of the difficulty. I am pledged to 
the principle of arbitration, but I believe 
in a round-table conference on the lines 
of the Whitley Commission in England. 
That policy will save the industrialists 
and the world yet. Before it comes, Mi 
may have been given 6 feet of earth to 
sleep in, but the time will surely arrive 
when the industrialists of England and 
Australia will realize that, if the parties 
can only meet to discuss their differences, 
every dispute can be settled. It may be 
said that no practical good will result 
from a round-table conference. Samuel 
Gompers, 
Federation of Labour, said, “I believe in 
conciliation by Boards sitting down +0 
discuss their differences, 
deadléck is reached asking some ‘inde- 
pendent individual to mediate.” That 
policy may be contrary to our arbitration 
laws, but it is the duty of Parlhament 
and the Government to bring the two 
parties together. If that were done, I 
believe that within a very few hours the 
conference could arrive at a basis upon 


sh 


should have 


J 


President of the American ‘ 


and when. a 


a settlement of this great trouble other 
than by following the beaten track? 


ee that as. the means of remed 


| eet he. idle ships to sea. without tre 


_torpedoing of steamers by” 


ayitieli the a ould i. aS mite 2 
commerce of the community resumed, 

Mr. Riovarp Fosrsr.—There call > 
no conference until rebellion ceases. 

Mr. ARCHIBALD.—What is the 1 use” ; 
of talking like that? Rebellion means 
an armed insurrection against the Go- 
vernment. There is no rebellion. But 
there is chronic dissatisfaction on the 
part of a large number of sailors with 
certain conditions of their employment; 
and, if we cannot get the dispute settle 
by the direct legal method, let us seek 
settlement in some by-way. - Are we ee 
such a position that we cannot suggest 


that is so, the people: of. Australia 


tied. 
‘The 


ber’s“time has expired: 


-No pene 
risen, 


honorable member 


sia “oF the eo imites I ‘shall C0: 
tinue my remarks. It has been ‘suggested’ 
that the Government might settle the 
trouble by proclaiming the Navigation 
Act. I respectfully suggest that th s 
not the time to raise that matter. 
two principal provisions that delayed th 
proclamation of that Act are the ee 
and aie eee oe on. bo 


Aéots of the Bi 
Federation. Ts oe to ie pe int, : 
the ship-owners promised that all new 
vessels would be built to conform with 


and the Seamen's Union practically a 


hat 


about that matfér at the present 
The mail steamers. will not~ be 
operation for some time. che 7 


means that a fleets: for. 


ne our. 
tion of the Shi -owners Federation. to the 
se desirability of complying with the pro- 
visions of the Navigation Act. => 

Mr. YATES (Adelaide)-[5.3].—I have 


ting Supply. When the Acting Prime 


through, he will get it as quickly as he 
desires. Yesterday we were treated to 
one of the best exhibitions of solidarity 
I have ever seen. To-day we have had 
-homiliespreached to us by alate mem- 
© ber of our party and by the honorable 
3 member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory). Of 
course, the slogan ot the National 
s,s B houtiies when they first broke away 
from the Labour party was that they 
had no desire to be bound by secret 
juntas. Even the Argus now christens 
the Labour party “the Caucus party ”’— 

a designation which, no doubt, is ex- 


6 


tion. 
= Mr. Tupor.—Our Spponents used the 
-_ game expression at the last election. 

“Mr. YATES.—-They are making it 
more prominent now. We are accused 
of being Caucus-ridden, but yesterday 
Ministerialists gave us -an_ excellent 
example of party discipline. 
know whether there are a few red-raggers 
in the National party, but it would ap- 
pear that the honorable member for 
Dampier, at least, will not consent to be 
~_leg-roped entirely, whilst the honorable 
- member for Hindmarsh (Mr. Archibald) 
has not quite lost the influence of his 
association with the Labour party, and 


“ee 


~ traces. We have had two contributions 
to the debate this afternoon from honor- 
able members opposite; but, seeing the 
_ times we are passing through, and know- 
ing. the sins of commission there have 
- been, to which honorable members oppo- 
site have at times referred, it is strange 
that others have not been plucky enough 
_ to criticise the Government as the public 
expects them to do. Surely they cannot 
say that they approve of all the Govern- 
ment have done. There are some matters 
ee whieh they must hold — 


sorts ‘to cating the. Son 


no desire to prevent the Government get- 


Minister (Mr. Watt) wishes to get’a Bill 


pected to cut some ice at the next elec- 


edo wot 


and 


vs 


and the 


1919 i eS 1919-1920, 


Mr. YATES. Tie fionorable membi 
does not approve of many things the pre: 
sent Government have done, ‘but he- ig 
Caucus-ridden. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—tIs he? 
Mr. YATES.—Although he dare 10} 
express his true opinion of the presen 
Government, he may follow on the lin 
of the honorable members for Dampier — 
and Hindmarsh, but what about the other — a 
section of honorable members opposit 
the move of “law and order,” 
which is to be the slogan at the next 
general election —Bolshevism versus law 
and order? Honorable members who be. 
longed to our party at one time, and sub 
scribed to all our principles, are now i 
go to the country on the “ law-and-order ” 
stunt. ‘The- Prime. Minister (My. ne 
Hughes) and the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) realize that they cannot 
carry thé country at the next election a 
they individually go out in their genuine 
colours as Liberals or Nationalists, as” 
I may call them, although some call them 
Labour renegades. The general ebody of 
electors will know them for what they 
are, no matter by what name they: eal 
themselves. The Prime Minister knows 
that he cannot go out with his “gang 
and command a majority of the electo 8. 
Acting Prime Minister, - for 
whom I have a ereat admiration, becau. e 
of his outstanding ability, strong man ag 
he is, cannot hope to carry the Bee 
with the “crowd” that will; follow him, 
Consequently, there has been a solidi 
cation of the numbers for the sake of dow1 
ing Bolshevism. When the honor 
member for Hindmarsh (Mr. Archiba, 
was speaking, the honorable member 
Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) int 
jected that rebellion must first be settled 
before the Arbitration Court could be 
proached. The late. members of 
Labour party are now a very docile mob 
The honorable members for Darwin (Mr. 
Spence), Boothby (Mr. Story), Herbert 
(Mr. Bamford), and Denison (Mr. Laird 
Smith) realize that they cannot get back 
to the House unless they are now taken 
into the folds of the Liberal party, whic 
during the whole of their careers with t! 
Labour party, they have derided as be n 
the Reactionary ey cake 


rire ; a 
ec aus 


: a a Shy 
oe , 
oS 
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There are big questions to be dealt with 
by this Parliament. The honorable mem- 
ber for Hindmarsh pointed out that 
it is the duty of this House. to see 

that the affairs of the eountry are kept 
going in a proper manner; but the re- 


sponsibility which this House assumes is 


evidenced by the fact that during nearly 
the whole of the debate to-day the aver- 
‘age attendance of honorable members op- 
posite in the chamber has been about four 


or five. The honorable member for 


Hindmarsh says that we can talk Supply 
as much as we like—from now until 
doomsday—but we are committed to the 
expenditure. He says that the expendi- 
ture must go on, and that talk on our 


part will make no difference to the inci- 


- dence of it. But I wish to refer to a 
funny suggestion of the honorable mem- 
ber for South Sydney (Mr. Riley), that 
the Northern Territory should be handed 
back to South Australia. It is not to the 
eredit of the National Parliament, which 
has taken over as a national obligation, 
und forthe protection of Australia, what 
is really the front door of the Common- 
wealth, that it should be necessary to 
urge its development. - All far-seeing men 
and patriots should realize, without being 
urged, that it is necessary to develop the 
Northern Territory, and make it a secure 
ypart of Australia. The National Parlia- 
ment was quite cognisant of the obliga- 
tion 4 took upon itself when it entered 
into the agreement to take over the 
Northern Territory, and the mere sug- 
gestion that the people of South Australia 
would not be prepared to take. it back as 
a gift is no justification for neglecting it 
as it is now being neglected. The honor- 
able member for South Sydney (Mr. 
Riley) is very keen about having a 
national Capital. I de not think he 
would be so keen about it if it were 
to be at Port Augusta; but, never- 
theless, he is very keen on_ establish- 
ing the Federal Capital and on the de- 


velopment of the Federal Capital terri- 


tory, because he realizes that it will give 
an impetus to the development of the sur- 
rounding country. On the other hand, 
we have the arguments of those who know 
the Northern Territory, and who have 


‘pioneered the outback districts of Aus- 


e Mr. Yates. - % oe 


ESENTATIVE 


tralia, that that territory will be value- sot 


will be taken, so that it will insure some- 


way, perhaps longer than the one that. 


used in building it? The live stock must 


for removing the Government, if the 


1919-1920. 


a 


less until a railway is .built to it frem 
the south. It is the only feasible method 
nf populating it if it is our desire to keep 


Australia white. When the Territory — 
was handed over there was an agreement 


that a railway from north to south should 
be built, and it is only reasonable to ask — 

the Commonwealth to honour its obliga- 
tions in that direction. No mention of 
doing so_was made by the Acting Prime 
Minister -in his Ministerial: statement. 
The representatives’ of South Australia tke 
have now an oppertunity of sexpressing ; 
their opinion of the Government for not 
having honoured the agreement between ~~ — 
the Commonwealth and South Australia, — 
and I hope that before the session closes 
we shall hear it. I hope that, early action se 


thing being done this session. We have 


i 


just completed a transcontinental rail-. 


will be necessary to bridge the gap from 


‘north to south. What have the Govern- _~ 


ment done with the material that was 


have been disposed of, but what has b 

come of the other material used in sucha - — 
gigantic undertaking? Has it been lefb —— 
to rust, as some farmers leave their im- 
plements to stop gaps in their fences? It 
cannot be advanced as a réason for-delay _ 
that Australia is stuck for money, If 
anyone says that Australia is stuck fo 
money he is camouflaging a lie. If the 
war had gone on for years we would still 
have had to raise war loans for the pur 
pose of providing material with which to 
shoot and kill people. The money is here 
if the Government choose to use it fer the 
purpose of honouring the promise made to 
the people of South Australia, and at th 
same time developing an important part 
of the continent that cannot be populated 
until it is linked up with the south by a 
railway. Australia will not be'safe from 
the menace that is supposed to be at. it 
door until that line-is built. South Aus 
tralian members of the National - party 
have every justification for raising their 
voices in protest, and, if it be necessary, 


have the balance of power enabling ther 
to do so. No matter what conditions my 
Caucus may impose on me, I should follow 
them in any action taken by them to en- 


sia Dot if pray at ‘e. . 


tained in the spirit as well as in the 


i it is the duty of Ministers in office 
see that no State is unduly handi- 
pped or penalized in regard to public 
rvices. The honorable member for 
indmarsh (Mr. Archibald) has referred 
o the position of South - Australia in the 
matter of overseas mail services. This is 
not a question in which the ordinary 


Labour man is concerned, because when 


his sons or brothers return from the war 
he seldom gets a letter from England 
once in fifteen years. I am concerned in 
this matter, and support the honorable 
- member for Hindmarsh on behalf of the 
minercial community, and I hope that 

& -Postmaster- General (Mr. Webster) 

‘will see that Adelaide, as a part of the 
Federation, gets ‘the fair treatment to 
-which it is entitled in the matter of over- 
seas mail. 2 ft: 

The honorable member bor Hindmarsh 
has suggested that the Governor-General 
should ‘be called upon to settle the sea- 
men’s strike, but I hope that whatever is 


in regard to that dispute he will. 


ot sb be called in te take a hand. J. de- 

nt eS alitoal Mies in Po auale He 
came here when there was a grave crisis 
: Ae this Parliament, a the party in 


andl Ghee pelt a tliem their 
uest for a double dissolution. Again, 
T have a keen recollection of that awful 
peoendal, suai in the eect of 


ae oy ssc a, eee a soley 
and resign in “order to enable another 
) panied | in his A catseneh in a manner 


eet YES and con- 
those who bekeve in. clean 
ON evertheless, we know what the 
bibos the intrigue was. There were 
suppose, who were afraid of an 
at any rate, it suited the Prime 


ee the day to, if possible, extend. 


fe ee Parliament. he could be 


found the Governor-General in. that Pp 
the hilt. Bo re 
The OHAIRMAN (Hom. a 
Chanter) ——An honorable member - 
not, except on a specific motion, dise ss 
any matter in connexion with, he 
Governor-General. 
Mr. YATES.—I am merely basin my 
remarks on the suggestion of the ho 
able member for Hindmarsh (Mr. Arch 
bald) that the Governor-General sho 
be asked to call the heads of the sh 
ping companies, and of the unions, t 
round table conference, in order to settle 
the seamen’s dispute. I am merely giv. 
ing instances in that connexion, an 
pointing out that at other times the 
Governor-General has entered into mat. 
ters political, which, from my point o 
view, has not been ‘to the credit. of the 
‘Commonwealth, nor within the ambit o 
his activities. "However, if I am out 


order, I shall not refer to these matters 


There was another occasion, when I* was 
away at the Front, when the Govern 
General entered into matters pertai 
to this House in regard to the cam 
flage, for camouflage “it was, surroul 

the resignation of the Prime Min 


office like chee man in a moving ‘pi 
T should have pied to criticise a 


a specific ‘motion, a like wiles, in 
“ommunity, will have to think ——— 
f say. : 


toe say, Mr. iiheriee that an “he nC 

member may not refer to the Gove 

General, except on a specific motior 
The. CHAIRMAN. —Not in. the 


_ferrine ne the Bic eae. General. : 
- Mr. BrEennan.—Do eee 


ae ete cuak thes may be ee 
a specific motion? aS 
The CHAIRMAN. By: bate giv 


ruling; does the honorable membe 
to dissent from that ruling ? te) 

Mr. Brennan.—I rise merely 
a desire to.understand the position, 
honorable member for Adelaide (Mr 
Yates) was referring to the Governor 
General, and I understood you to say 


oa aye ought not to refer to the et 


_vernor-General, except on a specific — 
- motion. 
that was your ruling on the question 


raised. 


“The CHAIRMAN.—Up to a certain 
when the 


point I did not intervene 
honorable member for Adelaide (Mr. 
Yates) was referring to the .Governor- 
General. That honorable member, how- 
-ever, went on to refer to the actions of 
Ministers, which he said were of a dis- 
creditable character, and 
Governor-General was ‘‘ up to the hilt’’ 
in them. That is certainly a reflection 
on the Governor-General outside the 
scope of the question before the House. 


If the honorable member desires to make 


a charge against the Governor-General, 
he must do so on a specific motion. 

Mr. YATES.—I accept your ruling, 
Mr. Chanter. IT had not intended to 
refer to the Governor-General, and was 
merely discussing the suggestion of the_ 
honorable member for Hindmarsh~ (Mr. 
Archibald) that the Governor-General 
should be called in as a mediator in an 
industrial dispute, the conduct of which 
the Government regard as a challenge vo 
law and order. : 

The honorable member for Dampier 
(Mr. Gregory) in his remarks this after- 
noon inferentially and incidentally gave 
an exhibition of his bitterness in regard 
to organized labour. That honorable 
member did not speak outright; but the 
time will come when he will do so, be- 
cause he cannot keep. those caionts 
to himself. As a matter of fact, the 
majority of honorable members opposite 
will express similar sentiments at some 
time during the session. They will refer, 
IT suppose, to the Bolsheviks, and what 
they have done, and, at the same time, 
tellus that there is no profiteering, and _ 
no reason for the stand taken by the men 
in the case of the seamen. The honor- 
able member for Dampier said that the 
first of two essentials was the building up 
of a national spirit in Australia. My 
experience at the Front was not long, but 
there you come into contact with the men 
of various nations, and one’s mind neces- 
sarily is expanded. I saw the world as 
presented in Egypt, France, England, and 
at the Front; and I can only say that We 


T twonild like to know whether . 


that the 


the die ae which ao lie they < 
would never have put, up the splendid re- 
cord they did. The self-reliance, sel 
respect, initiative, and resource of the. 
Australian Soldier were such that the 
“Tommy ” looked up to him as something 
far above him; and these are the quali-- 
ties that make the Australian what he 
is. If any national spirit is to be fos- 
tered and developed in the Australian, it 
must be by creating better conditions of 
living and higher ideals; and if that be 
the desire of the honorable member. for 
Dampier, as it ought to be the desire of 
every one of us, I am inclined to think 
that the activities and actions of the 
Labour party in polities, and in trade 
unionism. pe will do much m 


of trade, ca freedom ee a oe 
tions. Such a pohey would mean ee i 
a’ 
praesent, aun would not, £0 my ae = 
to build up a national spirit in Australia, — 
but, rather, a spirit of subserviency. 
Official reports in England regarding con- | 
scription show, if wy memory is 
that some 54 per cent of the men 
did not come up to the standard. — 
could not happen in Australia; if it 
it would not be because of labour: | 
ditions, » whatever -occasions for co 
plaint- may exist in certain are 
The honorable member for Damp 
does not say outright that all 
vernment— restrictions on profitee 
and so forth should be relaxed; he 
does not say, but ape that — 
should be no g 


to. ode us at thet own sweet will. — 
that ideal were realized, it would 
tainly not make for a national Aus , 
spirit. oe 


The hext essential of which th he 


he mean ae that? f 
we must improve. < 4s: 
‘primary point of view; but i 


bd strics: eocuneee to Tye fron 
to mouth on all the cheap labour 
ries which eare to exploit us. 
Been told thet Germany in the past 
ras allowed to augment her power at the 
expense of Great Britain, with the free 
try of goods. Even our great Prime 
“Minister (Mr. Hughes), at one time a 
‘strong advocate of Free Trade, is telling 
reat Britain not to continue her policy 
f the past, but to alter her fiscal system 
0 as not to permit Germany again to be- 
ome a menace to civilized humanity. 
What other stimulation of trade can the 
honorable member mean?. Evidently he 
‘does not desiré Government interference; 
and I take that to mean that he does not 
sire Wages Boards or the regulation of 
urs and conditions .of labour by the 
rbitration Court. 


ra 


note 


endeavoured to open up the lands of Aus- 
tralia and have them developed, We have 
always urged that the best ‘advertisement 
: migration is the means-we supply 
ermitting people to bs our lands 


z "apart from chante lors. 
concerns of the worker! What 


one these. not mean ‘stimulating 
: ie The last measure I recollect 
before departing for the Front was one 
pr vide silos for our wheat. In this 


att) made a staggering admission in 
his. se and certainly the amount of 
1 ermine in Australia is stu- 

What is going to be done 


' CHAIRMAN (Hon: J. M. 
iter) —The honorable: smemtber s time 
expired. 
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old Tika, to know what the Government 
d to do in connexion with the savage 
fences” passed by a court. martial on 
the Australia after their arrival 
3 ever there was a diabolical 
work _ it was the sentencing of 
1. I Wish honorable members. to 
iat EE do not » belies in 

oe 


Gai the men deserve some pitwiiale 


have béen through all the horrors of war. 


We. 


specially mentioned and decorated by hee 
King for services rendered at Zeebrugge. 


| God knows that no | 
‘party more than the Labour party have 


, the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. - 


ment. 


1919-1920. 


for what they did. These men, however 


I remember when the cables came about 
the Zeebrugge “stunt,” and how pleas 
and gratified patriots opposite were at the 
part which Australians took on that 
occasion. But I have not. heard a sin; 
word of protest from those patriots agai 
the savage sentences imposed on “th 
men. One of them, in particular, w 


When he came back to Australia, I sup- 
pose he got too much grog: aboard after. 
being too well-entertained in Fremantle, 
which was the fault of the people of the 
"western State. He took the law into his_ 
own hands, according to the report in 
the press, and organized what they termed 
a mutiny. A month’s imprisonment would 
have been quite enough punishment for 
that man, whom we were glad to call. 
hero a fox months ago, yet, on his | 
turn to Australia he is proclaimed a con- 
vict. The Minister for the Navy ( 
Joseph Cook), or the Minister for ] 
fence (Senator Pearce), or whoever has 
power of revoking that sentence, sho 
say, “Dismiss the man from the Ser 
and let him go.” My God, what a hom 
coming for his parents who were waiting 
in Sydney to receive him! After all his 
faithful service and duty nobly done, when 
that lad came home—and ‘they are 
only lads; the eldest. of them is about 
twenty-three years of age, and they have 
been away BOY five years—this S 


ee hs wae one of. hertee ‘Ol 
something which, in civil life, would 
punished with about a fortnight in 
at the most. ~ Let honorable riembers con- 
sider this contrast. Lieutenant- Colo el 
Howell Price, in Sydney, robbed the © 
monwealth of between £70,000 — 
‘£80,000. For this he was given 
eighteen months to two yoarstudmpri 
_ The same sentence is given now t 
a young man who has nobly carried. 
banner that honorable members on t 
other side were proud to wave, yet | 
one of them has uttered a word of p = 
test. I read in the Sydney press. that. these me 


de pctables, aagtaber a aos LES: Ge 


3 did represents 
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ae Shard) appeared at the court natal to 


defend the brothers Rudd. If what he 
his idea of defence, 
He knows the whole 


God help them! 


of the facts, and was present  dur- 
ing ‘the whole of the trial, but I 
have not heard that he has done 


anything whatever to get the sentences 
reduced. It behoves this Parliament to 
take _up the cudgels on behalf of these 
men, and to see that the punishment is 
reduced, at any rate. What inducement 
does this incident offer to any young Aus- 
tralian to join the Navy? If. any young 
man asks me my advice about joming His 
Majesty's Navy upon the Australian 
station, I will refer him to the savage 


sentences passed on the men who miseon- “ 


ducted themselves on board the Australia 
at Fremantle. 

- Dr. Matonzy.—Some of them were in- 
oben too. 

. Mr. ‘PAGE —I do not think they were 
-annocent, because they pleaded guilty.. 
ears: Rirey.—That was on the advice — 
of their advocate. 

Mr. PAGE.—If I were innocent of a 
crime no advocate in the world would 
make me plead guilty. 
be done, and done quickly, in this matter. 
Let honorable members who have sons 
growing | to maturity, picture what their | 
feelings would be, after reading in the: 
London Gazette how 2 son of theirs had 
been decorated by the King for bravery— 
and that attack on Zeebrugge will live for 
ever in British history—if the boy mis- 
conducted himself on the way out, and 
when they went to meet him, they found 
him in irons, and saw him taken into 
custody.on Garden Island. I feel for the 
relatives of these boys, 
handed over to the tender mercies of 
Naval officers. 
expect from a grateful country—two. years’ 

mprisonment and ignominious dismisal 
from His Majesty’s orces?: Honorable 
members wil remember that some soldiers, 
tried for alleged mutiny in the Defence 
Forees, received only a few months’ im- 
prisonment, ‘They were not ignominiously 
dismissed from the Service, while none of 
- je soldiers who ae Gg co Naes of Syd- 


persian . 


a f. 7B) 


election as Wade’s action had in N 


and shackled as ‘a>convict. 


read of in my life. 


Minister says that the matter is 
‘Admiralty’s hands. . 


Something should 


os prised that he had ‘not taken 


peal from the sentences. 


who have been 


people of Fremantle and Perth w 
Is this all they are to ex 


erie: ani every. man: who: fas ve 
fighting for his country. on board, ship 
deserves all the credit that it is possi 
for usin Australia to give him. If the 
ee menk will not. do someth 


ing Mielr wanes it will have. the 
effect. on the party opposite at the 


South Wales, when he dragged | ie 
Bowling - through the streets manacled 
The sentences 
should have been reduced, or someth 
should have been done, ere this. _ 

Mr. Brennan.—Ii¢ will be done, 

Mr. PAGE. —The Government 2 


will be fhene just the anne, “ie wi 
of the most savage sentences. that | rer 


My. 


ATKINSON, —The Acting 


PAGE.—Knowing — see is 
e Minister as I do, I know th 
hag a warm, sympathetic corner i 
heart fer any man who has gone ove: 
to. fight for ‘his country, and I was 


One 


this.. : 
Mr. Ritey. Ate said there was 


Mr PAGEvThe _ Governmenst 
supreme. I was talking to a Nava i 
in eigen and he said. the crime > 


service. Fancy that, and in home 
The ae had ‘dotie her war | 
port of att Abie. hoapitalt - 
blame, and not the sailors.- It 1, 
have been quite enough to keep them in 
prison until.they landed in Sydne 


then let them go. free. =. " 
eee Fike Has not. 


ava a erie coming te is for 
Ohe ~ returning after faithfully 
their country! Is this the way to 


a tHe gratitude Australit i for her 


Site’ on Boned hip aseedatie” 
-wat- -ship—but, taking all the circum- 


| ae into peer gree had ae 


PAGE. att ies had atiuied in 
e of the enemy, it would have 


rime Meter: now ar: Ponds 
be o be declared, to make repre- 
ions to the Admiralty to. treat these 
alee me 
r. PAGE.—The question pat by the 
der of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) to- 
the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) 
pe hied. to” the comets of an’ ‘ean 


Trani OE eens for any ranpeeh I 
. sking the iiserarent to act. ~The 
pleaded guilty, and have been sen- 
ce There is no appeal from that. 
They threw themselves on. the merey of. 
De Court, and their | nferey ‘was two 


hed condiiet medal, and fought at — 
: That was the 
=a the Cour ene ‘years’ gaol. 
ninious dismissal from. His 
What more could they. 

an, cunless esa Bees ae 


the prison walls. 


pop Tarize the Australian Navy? | Is’ 


etre the mahogany, to say, “ This so 
a of thing is an awful crime and must b 


‘Navy. 
. victimization. 
er fail +o understand. how the honornpis! 


member can 
these men never “ ratted,” and the honor- 


“from the. sentence of a Naval court martial 


‘review the sentence. 


should continue until~ the issue of a pr oe] 
mation declaring that war “no longer. exis 
-Fhe.. Acting Minister for the Navy is ath; 


‘gaol for a man who wore the dis- 


“Minister for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) 


1919-1920. 


Talis in a prison to- day. Bats t 
people felt as I do, they would tear dov 
T think the sentence w 
savage and brutal. I cannot find words: 
to express the horror with which I read of 
it. The men certainly should have. bee 
punished, but not in the savage way 1 
which punishment has been meted out + 
them. It is a very easy matter for Na 
- officers, seated at dinner, with their f 


ie 


suppressed ”; but in passing such a sen- 
tence they are destroying the Australian 


BaMForp. —It is too much like. 


Mr. 


Mr. PAGE.=I do not think it is, aid. ee 


apply the term, because 


able member did. 
Mr. Bamrorp.—I did not. 
pee and victimized. 


Acéae Prime Minister to the ‘oie e, 
whieh the Leader -of the eae a 


There is no iy peat to any higher Co ue 


Higher authority has, however, the right 
In this case, the hig 
authority is the Admiralty, inasmuch. as 
ships are still under Admiralty control und 
the terms of a proclamation issued by the G 
vernor-General, dated 10th August, 1 
transferring the vessels of the, Commonw al 
Naval. Forces and: all officers “and seame 
those vessels to the King’ Naval Forces. 
proclamation provided “that such ton i 


~ sent in New South Wales, and on his Bees. 
I will confer with him on the matter, bia 

If we have no control over our own sh aa 
while they are in Australian. waters, what ~ 
does the Acting Prime Minister mean 
his. promise “to confer. with the Act 


eM ie Arxinson.—To confer ee if 
as to making pepresea cee 


to. the country he better, This ; is one; 


the questions on which we shall fight. the 
next, Clecen, 


ey the eee party Agee 


* Seilli our own Navy, then in the fomeole Sone 


a to power, hen See wen oF we have nothing to 4 
four hours of our taking possession of the trol. 
‘Treasury bench these men will be. re- » Mr. -Ricwarp- es any was 
a. oP Rea ~~ “the eontrol of ihe Admiralty. at r the 
4 r, WEBSTER. —The. honorable mem- Be fair. or a 
as is assuming that the Labour party Mr. PAGE—IT do not ian tp 
will be returned. ay fair. My sole concern is for the: 
Mr. PAGE—We shall do so. whether of these men. — Siege : 
a Admiralty has anything to do with © Mr. Bamrorp.—Think of them 
the matter or not. J make this declara- -so much of the relatives. tee oe 
tion in the name of our party, and take ~ aM MaxweE-t. oe the ‘me m oe 
~ full responsibility for it. I know enough be considered. ee 
of the Postmaster-General (Mr. Webster)" Mr. PAGE.—T am as 
_to be convinced that if he had the power — yelatives. What would a young 
to release these men they would not re-. about a sentence of two years? oa 
‘main in prison for twenty-four hours. °" <ment for such an offence as 
_ Iam glad that the honorable member - ~ should not have cared if I had t 
ot fod ‘Nepean (Mr. Orchard) is. nosy pre- to gaol in connexion with the — 
sent, since 1 have mentioned his name in- Strike of 1891, but my wife and 
connexion with the passing of these ~ would have jeer much concerned. Le 
savage ences. According to the press, « me tell the honorable member for Fawk- 
the honorable member attended the Naval ner (Mr. Maxwell) that I am not tryin 
court martial as the friend of these men. {6 condone the offence committed bee 
What has he done since then to secure men, They committed an offence 
their release from gaol, or at least a re- _ discipline, but the sentence App me 


“duction of their sentences? See Pinas is a savage One. 2 
Mr. Orcuarp. at shall follow. the hon-~ ~ Mr. Bamrorp. We all. f adie 
orable member. — - Mr. PAGE. Then: we should do 


Mr. PAGE—The honorable member HAE: to secure gece of ite 
~ will. have | a chance to avin _T have dee 
been in Sydney during the last ten. days, 
and have heard, not only supporters o 
the Labour party, but business and pro- 
fessional men say that clemency should 


+: = an. our Recie and what ae 
be extended to the men. done for Australia. Surely we ¢ 
Mr. ATKINSoN.—S urely everybody. say es hypocrites. I believe there ‘are some t 


Here ae «men in Parliament, and there ought 
Mr. PAGE.—Then- ‘everybody should some consideration for a man_ 
_ take action to secure the release of the teered to take part in the 


men .7 7s : Se eu Rt Nt Seo nga: eee 
pees 
Mr. Arxtnson.—The Acting pre ‘Mr. Maseceer, it ee “orgiy 


Minister said he would confer with the ‘anything that such a man did. 
Acting Minister for the Navy (Mis Mr. PACES, wonldeee 
Poynton). — ;, say to such a man, “ Your grat 
Mr. Ricwarp Fosre n.—He. also. said try ean. ae clemency to 
- that the Commonwealth Government had | if these Nayal ‘ Johnnies ’ 
“f nothing to do with the case. The honor- — sentence upon you, a~ 
able member, as an ‘old English ~ can overlook your. offence 
“Tommy,” ought to know what ~ that these men did right. 
means. _ » very serious breach of ai 

i Mr. PAGE.—It we » have nothing: to do should we. act. like sava 

ic t 


heaven who has? We pay for its upkeep, _ 
ax for its anone, and everything else d 


ee cay 
-—~ Mr. Bamrorv.—-I have reason to he: 
ae lieve that. he has. 


say so this afternoon, but he did- not -avail 
himself of it. 
~_ Mr. PAGE —I can well adcriand 
that he does not wish to supersede the 
Acting Minister for the Navy. = 3 
- Mr. Fenron.—Even so, the telegraph 
. lines are open to him. & 
Mr. PAGE.—There are some matters 
; Bhat cannot be dealt with by telegraph. 
_ Mr. Fenron.—But this sentence 1s 
“killing” the Austr alian Navy. 
__ Mr. PAGE.—That is so. 
honorable member for Fawkner (Mr. 
Maxwell) what sort of an- advertisement 
this sentence will be for recruiting for 
the Australian Navy. I think the Navy 
is to be congratulated on what it has 
_ done. ‘These men volunteered to oe 
for the Empire, and “did their bit” 
-—polieeing the North Sea and the West 
- . I was astounded when I saw 
* the map recently published in a Mel- 
bourne newspaper showing the seas 
: ae by the Australia during the 
ie On board a man-o’-war whore is no 
hae door by which to escape. There is 
little chance of a wounded man _ being 
“picked up when his vessel goes down in a 
big Naval engagement. .We know what 
awful casualties have taken place in such 
- eircumstances. Our boys knew of these 
things when, in 1914, they volunteered 
for the Navy and risked their lives for 
their country. When they came back 
~ and ‘‘kicked over the traces,” as young 
Australians will always do, we could have 


ie! 


- “ment of them. The spirit that led these 
young men to “‘ play up’ is the spirit 
that has made the Australian nation of 
- «to-day, and if we are not hypocrites the 
- least we can do is to persevere in our 
_ efforts to secure a reduction of their sen- 

ces. Let every honorable member take 


ae ba they think the sentences are 
rage, and if we all put our shoulders 
be wheel ones young men should not 


“Mr. Ruzy.—He had an Soonanity to 


which two of these lads are members, an 


‘I ask the ‘efore a Naval court martial is not al- — 


: well atlorded to be generous in our treat-" 


Honorable members opposite all 
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Mr. ORCHARD (Nepean) [6.0]. 
Since the honorable member for Maranoa 
(Mr. Page) has introduced my name ‘inte? 
this discussion I think it only right that a 
should explain my connexion with th 
lads at the recent court martial. Mr 
Connington, an old friend of a fac 


who is well known to the Labour mov 
ment, asked me to appear at the trial as 
the friend of the boys. I went on board 
the Australia to ascertain exactly what 
were the privileges or functions of a 
‘‘friend’’ in such circumstances, and 
found that a Naval court martial in this — 
respect was different altogether from a 
Military court martial. The man who © 
appears as a friend of a person accused 


lowed to address the Court on his behalf. 
He can ask questions only by permission 
of the President of the Court, and that 
permission may be withheld, I ‘take it; ate 
any part of the proceedings. “His ‘efforts, 
consequently, are very restricted. 

Mr. BrenNan.—What a lovely machine — 
this Democracy has erected ! 


Mr. ORCHARD.—It is framed on the : 
old British system. On leaving the Aus- 
tralia, I went to the Naval prison, at 
Garden Island, where I saw Mr. Rudd, 
the father of twoof the boys. One o 
his boys is a: Zeebrugge hero, has the dis- 
tinguished conduct medal, and, although 
only twenty- three years of age, has six 
years’ service tu his credit, while — 
other is twenty years of age. 
a number of relatives of the other accused 
men. ‘The relatives were trying to per- 
suade the lads to plead guilty. A couple — 
of the boys, however, to use their own — 
words, felt that they would ‘like to hay 


-a flutter,’’? because the maximum sentence _ : 


for the offence was two years. 2 
advice of Mr. Rudd his two boys decided 
to plead guilty and to throw themselves 
upon the mercy of the Court.  —s_— 

Mr. Hiees.—And they might not ha e 
been guilty. | 


Mr. ORCHARD.—I do not wish to 20 
into that phase of the matter. Before 
the five boys decided to plead guilty, 
went through their records. To the 
civilian mind some of the offences agains 
their names might appear to be bad, bu 
pee I said to the Judge Advocate, ate F 


we 
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ee a these are trivial etecde. dasepar- 
able from a calling such as the Navy,’’ yes | 
replied, ‘Yes; we do not look upon them — 
as being in any. way serious.’ 

had © 


name. 


One lad 


“desertion ’’ marked against his 


a tralia, and that. when the London metro- 


-politan police found him he had enlisted’ 


and was actually on his way to France. 
That cannot be regarded as any crime on 


the part of the lad; rather did it show his 


: spirit. 


be popular. 


is to 


We were not 


hoys at the trial, but we were allowed to 


pleaded guilty, and I confess that the - 


read a statement on their behalf, They 


sentences passed upon them came as a big 


| shock to me. 


. light-heartedly. 
as their relatives and I were. 
TI would make representations to the Go- 


I saw the lads immediately 
afterwards, and they took their fate quite 
They were not affected 
I promised 


vernment immediately in the hope that 


same substantial reduction of the sentences 
‘The Acting Minister for 


would be made. 


the Navy (Mr, Poynton) being in Syd- 


are to serve the fall taciy. 


When I probed the matter, how- 
ever, “I found that the lad had got tired — 
“of. patrolling the North Seas in the Aus- 


From my short acquaintance of © 
_ the rules of the Navy, I am quite con- 
vineed that drastic changes will require 
to be made if the Australian Navy | 
On the night preceding the 
trial, Mr. ‘Connington and I prepared a 
_ statement: by - the boys. 
allowed by Naval rules to speak for the 


ney, | saw him’ at once, and said, ‘Two — 


of these lads have ieecived the. Hastie 


sentence. If it was the intention of the 
court martial to record a- sentence that 


‘would deter other men from committing. 


the same offence, very good; but if they - 


I ‘coumilor that 
the sentence is too great for the offence.’ 


He promised to look imto the matter. 


Last evening I.was closeted with the 


Acting Prime Minister (Mr, Watt) who 


- promised to investigate these cases im- 
mediately the Acting Minister for the 
“Navy (Mr. Poynton) returned to Mel- 
“bourne. 
‘bers that no departmental wheels move 
“more slowly than those in the Naval and 
Military 
verdict of a civil court cannot be upset a 
day after it is recorded; 
--eedure must. be followed: 
much impressed with: the ORS a mance es 


remind. honorable mem 


L 


Departments. But even the 


a certain pfo- 
T was very 


Mr. Orchard. Fit oe 


_the conditions that exist in the 


‘ 


ae ‘tune to TUE 


for the Navy and the Acting 


“was being paid for the children i 


although I had ae known _theat pr 


ied out ae when the eee ra 
little over fifteen years ke ha he 


kind coud 
Naval rules 

eighteen years of age 
are of a very fine type. 


represented to the one ‘Miiniste 


Minister that. one of the Rudd eo " 


is in a _ most 


one child, and she diate ‘in gi 
birth to a child of which Ru 
the father. His principal concern now 


as to. whether the allotment money whi 


land will continue to be paid whil 
serving his sentence, There are ¢ 
stances surrounding this case that 
a man’s heartstrings. I assure the 
mittee that everything that can | 
be done by me as a friend of + 


court enebiad | 


Mr. MATHEWS | (atetourtet Po 
[6.11].—I had hoped that this que 
would be dealt with exhaustively at 
per stage, on as. it has been ra ed t 


tralian itl “not sie a. pe 
soldier or a sailor in peace time 


Army and Navy. I was reare 
Army, and q ane what se © 


chance. ne 


i oe a s ys Ne 


the Au tralian boy will not become a 
es soldier or sailor under the conditions that 
- @re accepted by Britishers. It is of in- 
_ terest to remember the fact in connexion 
with the trouble on the Australia. The 
~~ vessel was returning home after an 
absence of over four years, and on arriy- 
- img at Fremantle the men were landed 

amd féted by the citizens.. They were 
_ given a glorious reception, and they 
thought they would return the hospitality 
which had been extended to them by in- 
_ witing their friends to visit the ship on 
the Sunday. To their surprise, they 
_-« found the vessel was to leave on the Sun- 

~ day instead of on the following day. 1 
undertake to say that if the officers had 


2A 


irranged to entertain their friends on the 
4 unday, the vessel would not have left 
on that day. That is my experience, at 


any rate. - 


2% >, Mr. Pace.~—But the officers were in 
—» command of the boat. . 
~ Mr. MATHEWS.—I admit that. We 
have had considerable trouble, and it is 
_ particularly evident in my own electorate, 
- m getting men to remain m the Aus- 


Pe ae 
ae 


eas 
> 


tralian Navy. We have raised the rate 


4 of pay, and the present Acting Minister 
» for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) has endea- 
_ voured to make the seafaring life more 
attractive to Australians. It will require 
to be. made enticing, and the old crder 
of things must pass before Australians 
will accept Naval service. In ithe Navi- 


r 


ARPES He 


‘3 


ar 


_will require to be altered. JI hear re- 


gation Act we made provision for the — 


_ treatment of boys on ships; but those 


_ élauses will be inoperative because Aus-_ 


_ tralian boys will not take to a seafaring 
re life. — In the mercantile marine, the cap- 
tain of a-ship has the power to treat his 
_ . «few under certain conditions as he jolly 
_ well likes. Australian boys will not. sub- 
mit to that treatment, hence the diffi- 
culty of getting them to enter the mer- 
cantile marine. How much mere re- 
_ tuctant will they be to serve in the Navy, 
__ which is modelled upon the conditions of 

_ the British Service. From the days of 
__ the mutiny of the Nore down to the pre- 
sent time, mutineers in the Navy have 
een hanged; and if there be punishment 
ter death the men who ordered those 
gings will surely suffer damnation. 
sailors at the Nore struck because 
ey were working under impossible con- 
; but they were told that they 


‘we get away from control by the British 


é 


on land at all? The trouble at Fre- — 


traditions of the British Army, and are. 
inclined to mete out the same sort of 
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must accept them because they were serv- _ 
ing in the British Navy. That is the 

spirit of the Navy. I am hopeful that 
we shall not require a big Navy in Aus-— 
tralia; but if we do. the present systenr 


ferences’ to the British Admiralty. Are — 
we to subject the men of Australia to — 
control by the British Admiralty, which 
is composed of men trained in the horrors — 
of the Naval system, and who wish to see 
excessive ‘punishment forall crimes on 
ships—crimes that would not take p‘ace 


mantle would never have happened in 
the face cf the enemy. Ifthe men had 
been mutinous before the enemy, I could 
understand the severity of the sentences ; 
but they were merely returning to their 
homes after long absence, and were per-— 
ticipating in the welcome jubilations. If 
Australia is to have an Army and a 
Navy, we must wipe out the conditions 
of the cld officer caste, which teaches 
those in authority to look upon the lower — 
ratings as dirt. Even Australian mili- 
tary officers, who have been reared 1n our - 
midst, and know the traditions and spirit _ 
of this country, have imbibed the caste 


punishment. I say, agdin, that we can- 
not rule Australians according to the dis- 
cipline of the British Navy. a eo 

Mr. Ritey.—I hope we shall not try — 
to do so. . eS 

Mr. MATHEWS.—If we do, we shall 
make a mistake. I recognise that many 
members on. the Government side feel — 
just as sympathetically in this matter as 
we do. We can understand the feeling — 
of the honorable member for Nepean 
(Mr. Orchard). It is becoming very ap- 
parent that this kind of treatment will - 
not be accepted in Australia, and the Go-~ 
vernment should realize that the sooner 


Admiralty the better it will be. The - 
ideal of the British Navy is to keep the 
lower ratings under such strong control — 
that they are deprived of their manhood. — 
We have heard much of the encomiums 
passed upon the Australians for their— 
conduct in France and Gallipoli. In ~ 
fact, they have been such as to belittle the 9 
efforts of others who were fighting — 
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gone. war, - although I know ae ae } 
stock which produced. the Australians has, 
in the past, fought and died as Aue 
_ tralians have fought and died. It has 
been said over and over again that the ae that he: ee was” shout to ge 
very fact that our men were willing to that port, they took certain action. It is 
accept circumstances as they met them, in admitted that no violence was used. 
spite of what might happen to them, made Mr. Yarrs.—If they had used violence 
them such good soldiers, and if now we they might have escaped. The two men 
endeavour to prevent that feeling from who used violence ‘in the matter with 
growing in Australians we shall do harm. — which I was concerned Bot oft eo 
It is true, as the honorable member for 
Nepean has said, that a court martial 
could not move quickly; oe the 
_ same remark apples to civil Courts. 9, nese who tried Gainnet Yates 
We have had handed down to US J have seen dozens of courts martial, 
from our forefathers the dictum that 74 1hiow-how they are conducted. Th 
the law can do no harm, and that }onorable member for Nepean has spoken 
when once a man is’ sentenced, time- 155; the- defence of these men. ] 
must elapse before the decision can be military courts martial the man on. tri 
upset. — Not only” have Judges laid” is ep pole to be ae to Eee a frie L 
this down, but it is a principle that , 
has been instilled in the Navy, that 
although a mistake is made, it is better rey a2. Praioe “ the Osu Be 
that the men should suffer any penalty « Misndal Sine The friend ee 
than that the British Navy should have © allowed to put the prisoner’s case. 


fe ala a a ee a is shut up at once if he endeavours to 
8 M so. When a sentence is being imposed 


is better for the guilty to escape than for chorea a det at wipnuincls: eee aa 
the innocent to suffer. What is the crime dent says, “ In this Court. De 
that these men have committed? I do not 2”? 
agree with the honorable member for 
Maranoa (Mr. Page) that it was a 
terrible crime. The gentlemen who con- poe ore : 
trol the mercantile marine of Australia re- 

egret that they cannot handle the seamen Mr. Orcuarp.—I thought things We 
on strike as the men on the Australia 0ing well until the ets ame te WERe im- 
were handled. In our so-called civiliza- posed. 3 - 
tion, those who control -others want to Mr. MATHEWS.—We ee a to 
maintain such a hold over them that they complain of in our civil Courts. 
can have them body and soul, and make lawyer is allowed a certain licence, w 
them do what they wish them to do. he exercises. He is not afraid to tell 
And that is the spirit which permeates Judge or a magistrate that he is doing es 
the Navy. Only within the last few wrong. On the other hand, if I attempt 
years have we been able to get rid of it in to defeid myself, I am jumped on by 
our mercantile marine. Australiang will Judge or magistrate, and treated 
not work under those conditions. In contempt. JI am not allowed to d 
spite of the bait which is offered, men myself as a lawyer could defend me. © 
whom I know will not sign on again-in happens in civil Courts, but in mi 
the Navy. ‘The soldier gets a chance; tribunals a man has very little cha 
but the man on board a ship is so cir- ° doing so, while in the Navy—— 
cumseribed that the has but few oppor- Mr. Orcuarp.—He has no- 
tunities for relaxation, and when he gets all. ae 
on shore he hardly knows what to do. Mr. MATHEWS. —He hh 
Others have to take him in hand. Some . 


pr oving your Innocence.’ These men ud 
no opportunity of ie so. The tri 


of many of our Austra- 
who went abroad a strong 


nate parts of an army. They have 

been bitten by the Military caste. 

Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 7.45 p.m. 
mn 7 Mr. MATHEWS.—Prior to the ad- 


_ that this Naval and Military caste that we 
a have built upon lines handed down to us 
_ would have to go, and drawing the atten- 
tion of the people of- Australia to the 
treatment that has been meted out to men 
pe _ who have risked their lives in the defence 
of this country.. These men. have been 
Ts - subjected to treatment that could not 
a < possibly befall them in civil life. 
a _ principal | objection, however, is 


to the 


He: officers from that given to the lower-paid 
ranks of the Army and Navy. Just take 
the case of Captain Glossop, the com - 
_ mander of the Sydney. 

Mr. Ritey.~-He was chairman of the 
dpa martial.- 
= Mr. MATHEWS,—If- so, the is a 
- “ bright object to be chairman of a court 
martial, after his own misdemeanour. If 
oe ‘subordinate officer in the Navy had 
committed such a grave blunder as he 


Emden, he would have been shot. The 
way in which Captain Glossop handled 
the Sydney was a disgrace. ‘He had a 
superior ship, and superior guns, both in 
_ Yarige and calibre, but he muddled things 
“up so much that. the vessel was knocked 
_ about and nearly torpedoed, and there 
was great loss of life. It is current 
— knowledge that if he had handled his ship 
_ properly, nothing of the sort would have 
pipes but, instead of punishment. 
Seg a ¢ was given a nice soft job at a oo 
slery. 


fat L good salary, I know that much. It 
Bete: oceurre nees of this sort that not only 
disappoint, but dishearten people, whet 
os they see the punishments inflicted on un- 
fortunates in the lower ranks. I do not 
ae to be Sa on. the ofticers, pat if 


L g a ghe same aie noche & only to she higher 
war has instilled 


ae they are nothing but sub- 


Teh t j 
journment for dinner I was pointing out something, and, 


march with only the ‘water in their water- 


My 


different treatment given to eonimissioned . 


did on the Sydney, in his attack on the 


-command ; 


Wes MATHEWS. —He got a nice job. 


-we may see which members are on the ~ 
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paid officers. In our own Army, for in- — 
stance, they heap honours on men who 
are ‘puilty of heinous crimes. J will give 
you an instance. ‘There is Brigadier-_ 
General McCay, and, as a native of this 
State, with a little provincialism about — 
me, Tr am sorry to say he is a Victorian. 
When in charge of a brigade in Egypt, 
he conceived the idea that he would do 
in the heat of the sum- — 
he took a brigade a  long-forced 


mer, 


bottles. This is an incident of which . 
every returned soldier speaks, and the 
newspapers were full of it at the time. He | 
ought to have had ‘the necessary know- 
ledge, or he was not fit for his position; 
but, as it. turned out, owing to a lack of - 
water, men suffered and died; indeed, if 
it had not been for the fact that a New ~— 
Zealand brigade was following up behind, 
thousands of men would have been lost. 


Mr. Ritey.—Numbers were lost as it 
~ was. : ea 
- Mr. MATHEWS.—Of course; hun- 


dreds were sent back with damaged 
hearts and broken constitutions, and all — 
through the blundering of a manon whom 
honours were heaped afterwards. I do 
not know that Brigadier-General McCay, — 
when he returned, was received with open 
arms or with any great flourish of trum- 
pets, but he was knighted, received pro- — 
motion, and went to Europe. We have ~ 
heard of other mistakes, but this is one — 

incident in his career as a General in 
and he ought to have been 
disrated at once. When men are thus _ 
honoured, instead of being punished, is it 
any wonder that there is much high feel- — 
ing, together with disgust and contempt, — 
amongst the people of Australia because 
of the punishments meted out to the 
young fellows on the Australia? No 
nation can live in which such events are 
possible, and no Government ought to be 
able to live which allows anything of the 
kind to take place. “EF know I shall be ~ 
accused of trying to create class hatred 
in the community ; but the class difference 

is here now, and it ought to be exposed. 
If the Government do not do something 

within the next few days, I trust a test 

question will be put to the House, so that 


side of humanity and justice, and which 


ae tnd it is truly. heart-breaking. The OH AIRMAN, —Or dart 


Front of. a she was proud; she ~ 


BER AEE RL 


by the Na ak we SLE site: par ae 
unfortunately, we have allowed to. ‘grow - : : 
“up in our midst in the course of the war. ae tho trouble pointed. out’ to 
_ To-day i received a letter from a silly, damned old fool, ‘Antill, 
woman, a relation of - one of the Commandant over there Lee 


: 0% read 1 it She . had a gon at~< thes My. MATHEWS. —Well, 7 wi 
knew all his weaknesses, and was quite him % jolly ay oe ae ap a 


prepared to admit them; but she tells Died . eae say Se oC i 
‘of a terrible punishment that has been how. anyiane about it. ‘These men, 


inflicted ree him. She also knows that _ had been fighting on the front lines, wet 
similar punishment was not meted out to kept ne — circumstances | 7 
thers le sre | Whcever oT py anno oe on uo Rg 
: eae peaked, As i ee before, if men are 
have to be punished for the purposes of — to be punished for dereliction of d 
discipline, the officers responsible, ought with ‘vies coo aaa ae 
also to be punished. Gunner Yates, the 410° those others who eee ie 
honorable member for Adelaide, was Eronbls ought 100 Be nae rene 
found guilty of an offence, and sentenced — : 
to sixty days’ detention. - He was recom- on ae ae 
mended to mercy, because the ‘offence Bes 
ae gard to the so-called mutiny — on 
arose through somebody else’s fault; but, Australia, I hope honorable members ¥ 


= us oo at fault have ever have an opportunity of showjng now th 
eait W. stand in the matter. — 


Mr. Yarrs—Yet, instead of listening yes 
to a memorial with 700 signatures, the Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Daina it 


authorities lined the beach with men 
armed with live ammunition. We were 
‘to have got lead. Honorable members 
do not know that. ce 
Mr. MATHEWS.—In his evidence on 
oath, the health officer said that, although 
the ship had been in port for six days, 
and complaints had been made by the. 
men, it was not until 7.30 in the evening 
that he heard of any trouble on the ship. 
‘The men were eithiout soap for five days, — 
and were reduced to pressing their 
clothing to get rid of the lice; yet no man 
in authority was punished’ for this. 
Gunner Yates, however, got sixty days, 
and the other ‘eriminal got thirty: days? rs Ga kea. The. Hea eons i 
‘Mr, Yarus.—And he admitted doing my opinion, was very- temperate 
worse than I did. remarks, and with him I now appe 
Mr. MATHEWS. es should like hon- the Acting Prime Minister Mit 
orable members to see this other criminal. ; 
He is ia man about fifty years of age, with 
ail innocent looking: face, iron-grey hair, 
and spectacles. From the time he left 
Australia his duty had been to look after 
the comforts and requirements of the 
men, ‘and because he devoted himself +o 


ave 201 a ayy astray, but what can 
we expect from youths of such an age? 
ae _ They may at a most critical time have 
failed” in their duty; but I hope that 
ie serious consideration will be given to all 
such eases, and that sentences will be 
~ eonsiderably reduced, and as many men 
as possible released. I say, “as many as 
possible,” because I hold that we must 
maintain discipline in all walks of life. 
There is only one way in which to main- 
~ tain discipline, and it may appear to be 
hard at times; and, as I say, I hope that 
ae clemency will be extended. 

We are all anxious to see that our re- 
turned men shall~be kept from becoming 
unemployable. We did not havesuch men 
in Australia before the war, and I hope 
we shall not have them now. By “unem- 
“ployable” I mean men similar to those 
i saw on the Thames Embankment on 
Hew nights during my visit to England, 
These were men who, if given work, 
| could not possibly perform it. They 
had become unemployable. . Any man 
who is kept out of occupation, who can- 
: coe get work for a long time, who does 
nob work when he eets. it, or who does 
not try to do his best when he is wor king, 
will. become gwarfed in intellect, and 
eannot be a good citizen. Consequently, 
aes anxious to see provision made to 
find occupation for these men when they 
come Bek, after. they have had a fair 
and reasonable rest, and to train them 
in the way they should go. There is in 
ober Queen’s Hall a practical illustration 
of what may be done. I had an oppor- 
tunity this evening of doing something 
that I have not done for the last ten 
years—working a telegraph key. I could 
send messages just as well on that key in 
the Queen’s Hall as on any key I used 


ment. The work is excellent. I under- 
_ stand it has been done by men who have 
s only: been recently trained. 

Mr. Tunpor.-—Practically all orippled 
“soldiers, _ 
Mr, LAIRD SMITH.—T believe most 
of them have returned from the Front 
maimed m some way, and are undergoing 
vocational training. There are splendid 
: erepa i there. The winding 


ee seems ened. and the connecting 1 up ae a 
- did, and those. relays are a credit to the ~ 
men who have done the work. 
clearly demonstrates to us that the master 


‘Yoeal Boards. 


when i on ele in the electrical depart-_ 


the right to exercise certain. powers; 
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mind is in those men when at peaceful ~ 
occupations as well as at war. The re- — 
sults are creditable, not‘ only to the men _ 
themselves, but to. the Department ok. 4 
Repatriation. ve 
I do not propose to criticise the Des 
partment unless I can make practical — 
suggestions for improvement. Any one — 
can find fault in any Department or pri- 
vate institution in the world. No man — 
at the head of an institution will claim — 
that it is being perfectly run, although — 
it is easier to carry on a private concern 
where you have men with years of train- 
ing than a new Government Department 
like this one is. To judge by his appear- — 
ance, the Minister in charge of it 1s 
already broken in health; but he is doing 
his best, and the sooner we try to do 
something to help him, the better for us 
and for “all concerned. We have the 
Hight to criticise and complain here; but — 
do not let us abuse that right, or the — 
protection we enjoy as members of Par- 
liament. When we criticise, let Se make _ 
suggestions for improvement. L offer” 
this suggestion: “I hope that before long 
the Minister will see his way clear to 
decentralize, tc take some of the work 
away from ‘Melbourne. 1 would throw _ 
more work on ta the Returned Soldiers — 
Association: I would select men from — 
that Association, put them on the local — 
Boards, pay them well for their services, 
and then throw the responsibility on fo 
them, . 
Sir Rosert Best.—But they are on the 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH. —But is the © 
system working as it should? I am told _ 
that everything has to be submitted to 
Melbourne. If a local Board had more 
power, it would be able to give effect to 
the views of its members as practical 
men, things would work much more — 
smoothly, and the Minister and those 
immediately surrounding him would be aS 
relieved of many of their present arduous 
duties. Instead of the bitter eriticism 
that goes on now, the Minister would be 
able to say, “‘ But you are responsible; _ 
I gave you cettain authority; you have — 


% 
\ 


ee fave? you ase an 
the responsibility would be thrown on to 
‘certain persons, and it is remarkable 
what a difference this makes. When a 
man gets into the chair, he finds he can- 
not do so easily what he would like to 
a ai 

1. The: aie member for South Syd- 
-ney (Mr. Riley) spoke to-day of the Navi- 
gation Act. I do not know why it has 
not been proclaimed, although I have my 
“ideas on the subject. 


Mr. Tupor.—The British Government’ 


asked that it should not be proclaimed. . 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I do not know 
the reason, but the world is getting so 
small that no one country can legislate 
now unto itself. We have gradually 
‘been born into: nationhood, and we have 
to take on ourselves a nation’s responsi- 
bilities. At one time, I could not under- 
stand why one gentleman in my _ elec- 
torate always voted for me. He was 
wealthy, and, by all 
thought he should be totally opposed to 
me in politics. When I asked him the 
reason. he said: “‘ I am a Canadian, and 
I vote for you because you are out to con- 
trol transport. The power that controls 
transport controls the people body and 
soul. I am going to vote for you be- 
cause I have suffered from the private 


control of transport in Canada.’’ I said, 
‘“Are you not afraid of our going too 
fate” No, she replied ; 2 im- 


mediately you go too far, you will have 
the guns of another nation on to you. 

‘Mr. Ricnarp Fostrer.—Did he refer to 
sea or land transport? Canada has no 
reason to complain of her land transport. 

Mr. 
land, I believe. I think the reason the 
Navigation Act has not been proclaimed 
is that it may interfere greatly with the 
commerce of other nations. 

Mr. Tupor.—No. 
~ Mr... LAIRD 
the reason, I hope the day is not far dis- 
tant when effect will be given to it, be- 
cause the best brains available in ‘Aus- 


tralia were put into its preparation, and | 


it should consequently be a very Bod 
Act. 

The interjection of the honorable mem- 
ber for Wakefield (Mr. Foster) brings me 


to the important gases of ee, I 


- “Ta “Hue way, 


/ suffering 


appearances, I. 


the Panama Canal that is responsibl a 
most pete Bee nee ‘a ed, 


enter the port of Hobart. 


_think, only one or*two new ones. — 


LAIRD SMITH.—Both sea and. - 
States under the Constitution. ae 


SMITH. —Whatever be~ 


Jand- transport by the State. Years 
T. advocated this, and to-day / ‘you will 
hardly find any . great body 0 
Australia opposed to it. At the re 
sFesmanian cues there was sca 


a owing to fis dea, while ee o 
time was sneeringly referred to. oe 
Socialistic. The position in Tasmania t 
day is this: There is a great dearth of — 
shipping; we have not been able to get — 
sufficient tonnage either to take away the 
foodstuffs that are waiting there for 
transport over the sea, or to connect the - 
State with the mainland. We are . 
from the withdrawal ae 
and Albion 


Shaw, Pe. 


ee eed OF comin the o New 4 
round, and ae Hobart: a_ Pe 
call. 


the Heneionces a 7 ,000- ton "houts h 
pay £25 to the State in light du 


costs £145 16s. 8d., ; iner¢ 
£120. eee this, extra expense | 


been ae on our Kouaty We have } 

‘Mr. Tupor.—There have been 
or thirty new lights for the whole of / 
tralia. - You cannot. differentiate between 


ons - te 
to remedy this 
a very~serious matter for us? 
ships will not call at our 
because the cargo they take up is n 
very great. extent, and they 
rather run past than call i 
light dues so high. 
Master ve 


aeoaies 
enue whic 


ge of ‘£05 per. Bae 
, would be a big increase over 
the cost under State control, but the 
reduction on present charges would help 
us materially. I believe the Leader of 


- > the. 


Opposition (Mr. Tudor) © pro- 
~ mised, when he was Minister - for 
Trade and Customs, that something 
_ would be done if it could be 


shown that vessels were not entering our 
- perts on account of these charges. We 
suffer also because we have no direct com- 
- munication with the Old World. Of our 
imports, 76.3 per cent. come from or 
_ through other States; 17.76 per cent._ 
come from the United Kingdom direct ;- 
1.8 per cent. from other British posses- 
sions; and 4.06 per cent. from foreign 
-* eountries. Of our exports, 87.71 per 
cent. go to or through the other States ; 
- $8.5° per cent. to the United Kingdom 
direct; 1.35 per cent. to vother British 
. Possessions; and 2.43 per cent. of foreign 
- eountries. Here I should like to compli- 
_ ment the shipping correspondent of the 
- Hobart Mercury upon a number of ship- 
- ping articles which he has written, and 
which I commend to the perusal of “Min- 
- isters and members. of this House, whe 
_ may desire to do Tasmania justice in this 
matter. He has put the figures I have 
quoted in another way when he says that 
no less than £2,271,000 worth of goods 
passed through the other States in the 
Pg storm, of iranshipments, and the value of 


ee the whole of the import and export trade 
_ of Tasmania was estimated in 1913 at 
_ -£8,675,000. We. desire that that trade 


should grow, and the only way in which 
a that can be brought about, and we can 
produce the wealth so much needed at the 
present time, is by giving our producers 
© facilities to eet their produce to market. 
_ I had some experience of their difficulties 
this year in trying to secure shipping 

? transport for blue peas. With the hon- 

- orable members for Darwin (Mr. Spence), 
Wilmot (Mr. Atkinson), Franklin (Mr. 

. ip  Mewithnns), and other Tasmanian mem- 
bers, T tried to gét the blue-pea er op away, 
eek because it meant so much to a certain por- 
tion of Tasmania. Had we been left 
alone things would have been better than 
they > were, but every one seemed to. de- 
cae ae to have a finger in the pie, and so 
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many telegrams on the snbyeee were sent _ 
to merchants in England that they thought _ 
instead of — 


that we had 10,000,000 tons, | 
10,000 tons of blue peas to get away, and 
they offered no reasonable price at all. 
One grower had 100 bags on the wharf, — 
and, so far as I know, they are there yet. — 


He had fifty bags in his barn, and was 
offered 5s. per bushel for them ‘by aman 


at Burnie. In this connexion farmers’ 
representatives might learn 
from what has taken place. We know 
that many farmers have said that they 
did not want the Wheat Pool, and that if 


left alone they could sell their wheat to — 


better advantage themselves. The growers | 
of blue peas were left alone, an@ the re-_ 
sult is that they cannot get rid of their 
crop unless they are prepared to take 5s. — 
per bushel for it. Only the other day I 
learned that blue peas were selling for 
dis. per bushel in Sydney, and that shows 
the nice rise which would have been made 


-by the man who offered 5s. per bushel for 
them earlier in the season if he had been. 


able to get them at that price. 


We have been assured that the people — 


of the Commonwealth are to have the ad- | 
vantage of first-class cargo and passenger _ 


ships run by the Commonwealth between _ 


the States of Australia and the Old Coun- ~ 


try. [wish to appeal to the Minister who — 


will have charge of shipping to see that — 
proper consideration is given to Hobart, 


which has the finest port, not only in Aus- — 


tralia, but_in any part of the world. 
Mr. Picorr.—Except Sydney. aha 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I have no wish. 
to depreeate any other port in Australia, 
but at Hobart we have no cliannel, and 
without dredging there is a depth of 64 
feet of water at low tide. and of 30 feet 
right up to the wharfs in the city. Great 
ships like the Ceramic may lie alongside — 
the wharfs there. 
members that when the Ceramic left the 
pier at Hobart she left without a tug, 
was steaming out in the stream twenty 
minutes after her hawser was cast off. I 
do not wish to deprecate any other port 
in Australia, but, in Sydney, I have seen 
two tugs pulling a large steamer away 
from a wharf. I appeal to the Minister 
in charge of shipping to let us know early 


something _ 


I ean tell honorable ss 


and 


eee are going fe Hake t hehe } ‘the Dace ‘GokoadG as 
that the whole of the. trade from north, ing to lose. a day to find out wha 
south, east, and west of Tasmania will be prices are ruling. 

: eenroencen ied at Hobart, and could be Mr. Wenster. —No cee i 
carried by those ships to the Old Coun. world: with the same population g 


de e _ ~such facilities. as are given in Australia’ 3 
2a a have been selling our ie “Mr. L ATRD SMITH. —That m ay te 


$0. 


There is another matter to es I / Si 
should like to refer. Every one must. eee Y z : A. 
admit that the Postmaster-General 2 ae 


(Mr. Webster) has had a most try: 2 tae (arse). [8. 23] eo 
: ce ae fad very | Une (ask are one or two matters I should like t 
and has done good work, but I ques- refer to.. I should not deal with th 


tion whether he has not been, to some “Navigation Act if it had not been me 
extent, carried away by his interest ina tioned by the other honorable member 
Saving Policy. The Post and Telegraph The history of the Act is “well known. 

Department should pay its employees well, — jgast to some members of this Parliame 
and particularly the telegraph operators _ Tt was first introduced in the Senate 


and the girls of the telephone exchange, 4993 by the honorable member for. Koo. 
who follow such a trying and nerve-rack- yong (Sir Robert Best), 


ing occupation. It should also be econo- Sir Rosert Besr.—I_ introduced 
mically managed, and ifit pays its way ihroe times. 
that should be sufficient, and not a cent =r. TUDOR.—That was Thattes. the: 
should go into the Consolidated Revenue of _ honorable gentleman left that exclusi ae 
the country as the result of its operations. Chamber to come to us. The Act 
‘Revenue can only be earned from the Post passed in 1912. The British Crown 
Office” by taxing the most useful body of  gerves the right to have all Navigation — 
our people, the. citizens who use the post Acts of the Dominions sent to the Old 
and telegraph services. I want the Post-. Country for appro oyal. They cannot 
. master- General to heip in the work of assented to by. the representatives of h 
 yepatriation by extending our telephone Crown in any of the Dominions. 
system as it has been extended in. Nor- Mr. Rivey.-Was not the Acs ‘passec 
Way. in 1914 ? / 4 
Mr. WEBSTER.—We have a Repatria- Mr. TUDOR.—No; e was. We ed 
tion. Department. -1912, and at that time was abe 
win, LAIRD. SMITH Bre Post- most advanced Eocene agen 
_master-General can help the Department world. 
considerably by extending the telephone Mr. Yatrres.—And our seamen ha 
system into the country, as has been done been denied its benefits ee now. 
im N orway and Sweden. In those countries | Mr. TUDOR.—While the “feat e 
nearly every farmer’s house is connected giving the Royal Assent to the Act w 
with a telephone exchange. JI hope the under consideration in England there « 
day is not far distant when we shall be curred the unfortunate mee ke 
able. to say the same of Australia. Cop- vtanze in the Atlantic, and in“ 
per is cheap to-day, and I should like to. quence of the sinking of that. vessel | 
know what the Postmaster-General has Commission representing all nations — co: n 
done in the way of purchasing that essen- cerned in navigation laws was appoin 2 
tial commodity. There are opportunities to consider the question. The Commiss 
all over Australia for the extension of the reported in 1914, before war 
telephone system. We have excellent clared, and all European nations 
engineers in the Post and Telegraph De- to pass a similar Act. The Britt 
partment, and as a result we have a very liament passed the Act reco: 
fine system. There is no cheeseparing in the Commission a few days. 
construction, but our system_ might be broke out. Because of the difficu. 
ery, greatly extended so that every nected with ee at ne et 


ree 


tr ian ea encat. not to nae our Act 
into operation. That is why it was not 
claimed long ago. I need make no 
ex uses” in connexion with the matter, 
because I have been out. of the Customs 
Department for three years. The Act 
ow requires eiieudineny: to bring it into 
ine with the decisions of the Navigation 
Conference which sat as a result of the 
ecident to the Titanic. 


Mr. Hieas.—Is it not nearly time that 
we had self-determination ? 

Mr, TUDOR.—TI quite agree with the 
honorable member, hut I wish to point 


' proclaimed, whilst we shall have control 
“ae of Inter-State shipping, we shall not he 
able to control Intra-State shipping. In 
na end and in -New South Wales 
there is a good deal of Intra-State 
shipping, and that will remain under 
the provisions of the 
chant Shipping Act. The honcrable 
member for West Sydney (Mr. Wal- 
lace) knows better probably than any 
other member of this House, with the 
exception of oe honorable member for 
Parkes (Mr. Bruce Smith), that the 
_ worst conditions which our seamen have 
to. 0 put up with are found on vessels trad- 
ing within the borders of a State, and 
not upon Inter-State vessels. Any one 
who knows what the work of seamen, and 
especially of firemen, is will agree that 
they are entitled to the best conditions of 
employment and to a high rate of wages. 
With respect to the present trouble in the 
shipping industry, I took the represen- 
“tatives of the seamen—Mr. Walsh and Mr. 
O’Neil—to the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) ten days. before the trouble 
actually occurred, with the idea of settling 
the difficulty before it reached the stage 
which it has reached to- ‘day. I say that 
if the putting of the Navigation Act into 
operation will facilitate the settlement of 
_ the present dispute, the Government 
should proclaim the Act in operation. 
Every effort should be made to put an 
end to the difficulty. 
‘The , honorable member for Denison 
has Smith) made some reference 


out that if the N avigation Act is now. 


British Mer-- 


now. 


turned. I went anal to the vessel, and. 


- 1919-1920. : 


al holla Tike fo make some etcnl : 
ence to the question I asked voters 
concerning the awful sentences, in my 
opinion, which were passed on certain 
men of H.M.A.S. Australia. It was my 
privilege to send tothe Acting Prime Min- - 


ister a resolution arrived at a month or a 


six weeks ago by the members of ties 2 
party .on this side—that, in view of the — 
early termination of the war period and 
the celebration of Peace an amnesty 
should be declared in respect of all poli- 
tical prisoners. That has always — 
hitherto been done. We all desire that — 
our Australian Navy shall be popular 
with Australians, but the treatment of 
the men to whom I have referred is noe 3 
going to make it popular. There may 
have: been a ringleader amongst them, —— 
and every one knows that what most fre 
quently gets youths into trouble—and 
these men are hardly more than youths— _ 
is their desire to be loyal to their pals. 
Some of the men on the Australia got — 
into trouble, and they are going to be 
dismissed the Service. I do not suppose 
the Naval authorities will try to hang — 
these men or to take from them the — 
awards they have received for gallantry, — 
but they have sentenced them to long — 
terms of imprisonment. 

The day after the Australia arrived a 
Port Melbourne I was waited upon by a 
lady who said to me, “ My boy is on the 
Australia now in port. He has been — 
away from home for four years and Bet 
months. - His father enlisted, and was ~ 
killed on Gallipoli a fortnight after the © be 
landing, ‘His only brother volunteered as 
a munition worker, and has not yet re- 
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was told that, because of some minor 
offence, my boy would not be allowed to 
go ashore, but that I could see him on 
heed as often as I pleased.” She urged — 
that her boy. should be allowed to visit G 
his home. The. offence which he had 
committed could not have been very ins . 
ous, otherwise his mother would not hav 
been permitted to see him even on icra’: 
ship. I invite honorable members to 


-eonsider the circumstances under pee 


that mother was allowed to converse with — 
her boy, When I visited the Australia 
while she was at ea Melbourne, there _ . 
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were thousands on board. Many of the 


schools gave their scholars a half-holiday 
in order that they might visit the vessel; 
and on the day that I boarded her there 
were dozens of lads racing up and down 
the awning stretched over the main deck. 
I made an appeal that the boy should be 
allowed to go home, but was told that in 
the interests of discipline it could not be 
permitted. What a fine recruiting agent 
for the Navy that lad will be when, later 
on, he stands amongst his pals! Clubs 
- for returned soldiers and sailors are being 
established all over Australia, but our 
young men do not favour club life. We 


are an open-air people, and when this 


youth stands with his mates on a street 
corner, or at a football match, he will 
not be a very good recruiting agent for 
the Australian Navy. The iron will have 
- entered his soul. 

I have had an experience of a Military 
court martial §When the - honorable 


member for Adelaide (Gunner Yates, as 


he then was) had ‘to appear before a 
court martial at the St. Kilda-road bar- 
racks, I thought that, since he was a 
member of our party, I would attend the 
Court, and hear for myself what had to 
be said concerning him. I found two 
soldiers standing at the door of the room 
in which the court martial was being 
held, and knowing that it was declared to 
be an open court Tartial: T inquired from 
one of the men ee any one might 
enter. J was told that I could not go in. 
Wihen I pointed out that several press 
men were in the room, I was asked to 
give my name. One of the men inter- 
posed with the remark, ‘It 1s Tudor,” 
and after a whispered conversation they 
decided to allow me to enter. I stood 
there as dumb as the honorable member 
for Echuca (Mr. Palmer) is at the pre- 
sent moment, and listened to a recital of 
the awful offences which my _ honor- 
able friend (Mr. Yates) was alleged to 
have committed. A man sitting at the 
table—I do not know whether he was a 
member of the court, or only what is 
known as the “ waiting member ”—spoke 
to a burly soldier, who then came up to 
me and told me to 
nesses were allowed in court... 
Mr. Tudor. 


I said, “I 


ultra vires, which simply means 


“from Fremantle, so that the time limit 


“vet out,’ as no wit- 


ales k 


{i eee 


if 


am not a wie ae ae aes i ts 


-ceived was, “If you “do not want to cause sa 


trouble, you had better get out.” One 
never knows what one of these military 
men will do if one treads on his corns, 
and J determined to leave. I had © 
scarcely reached the gate, some 60 yards _ 
distant, when a soldier came running 
after me, and said, “There has been a _ 
mistake ; you should not have been sent. 
out.” But I declined to go back. 


Mr. Yarres.—They had found out ‘the — 

honorable member’s identity. Had he 
been an ordinary citizen, he wae have ei 
been thrown out. a 


Mr. TUDOR.—No § doukt. Nétwite!’ 
standing that this was declared to be an — 
open court martial, I was ordered out. < 
An open court martial should be open to 
all citizens, and since half-a-dozen press- __ 
men were ‘present, it could not be said 
that I was ordered to leave because state- 
ments were likely to be made that should a 
not go abroad. This sort of thing is an 
absolute absurdity. The incident serves 


ee 


Se S Ya ner ee ate a aes 


‘i 


to show what mulitary men will 

do when they have the chance. 
There were only nineteen persons in Aue? 
the room including myself, so that 
-it'- cannot be said that 1. was: /or-7.5 


dered to leave because of the influenza — as 
regulations in regard to more than twenty 
individuals meeting at any one place. 
The Military authorities simply said 
‘Out ’’—just. as in court, sometimes, a 
piece of Labour legislation is declared — 
| Re ‘ats 
and out I had to go. > Sy Shee 

The Somali, by which the none 
member for Adelaide returned from the 
Front, occupied seven days on the voyage 


fixed by the influenza regulations | shad 

expired. : 
Mr. Yatrs.—And the doctor admitted 5 

that she was a clean ship. 3 


Mr. herein) —That bene 


to eave for helt a anibs upon hee pret 
at Adelaide. Take the case of the 
Ceramic, which arrived here a couple | 
of months ago. She anchored _ off the 
Portsea Quarantine Station, — 
soldiers were taken Bs 
pelled to rémain | 


a days. Pifeta tints the Ceramié 
went up to Brisbane, where, no doubt, 
rs _ she loaded or unloaded eargo, and where 
her crew must have mixed with the wharf 
labourers or others, and she arrived in 
- Port Philip again on the very day that 
_ the troops were released from quarantine. 


: ‘When the men heard of this, they natu-~ 


; rally wished to know why they were 
= - quarantined, while the steamship, with 
its crew, was allowed to go on? There 
ey something rotten in the management of 
some of these departments. 


_ I wish now to refer to the exhibition of 
the manufactures of returned soldiers, 
’ which is now in the Queen’s Hall. Most 
of these returned soldiers are partly 
maimed, but the exhibition goes to show 
_ that they” are able, nevertheless, to do 
‘good. work. We are all pleased to know 

that this class of work is being carried out 
4 by returned soldiers in all the States. It 
is of the utmost importance that these 
men should be put in the way of making 
their own living. I am very much afraid 
that the paying out of sustenance money, 
- without at the same time putting the 
men in the way of making their own liv- 
. the, may prove an injury to the men _ 


‘idee “Mr. TUDOR.—I have discussed this 
ie ie privately with the honorable mem- 
ber, and I know that that is his view. I 
Dic have put it to a meeting of re- 
turned soldiers. In my own electorate 
ee - there are some 2,000 or 3,000 returned 
men, and at.a meeting there recently, I 
put it to them that it surely was not their 
desire that a married man who was him- 
self not eligible for service, but whose 
only son had gone to the Front, should be 
- dismissed from a position woeth less than 
ApS a week to him in order to make room 
for a returned man. 
it was not their desire, and 1 do not think 
that such a system would be in their own 
= | interests. We ought to stress the point 
. that every returned soldier should be 
given an opportunity for vocational train- 
ing: The exhibition in the Queen’s Hail 
~ will bev an eve-opener to the people. The 
ork is certainly very creditable to the 
1 indeed, is worthy of the most 
ert tradesmen in Australia. 


pe ieee 19194) 


They told me that 


on the other side of the world. 
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Mr. WALLACE (West Sydney) rs. 42]. 


—I am glad that the honorable member A 
for Nepean (Mr. Orchard) has referred — 


to the case of the men on the Australia, 


who have been so brutally and savagely _ 
sentenced for a breach of discipline. Tt — 
is apparently the opinion of honorable . 
members opposite that the sentences, — 
although harsh, are not altogether ay 
unmerited, because disciphae must be 
maintained. As an ex-seaman, I thmk 
the men have been most unduly and 
harshly punished. . The evidence clearly — 


shows that all that happened was that a — 


deputation of them waited on the Com-_ 
manding Officer to lodge certain com- 
plaints. They also preferred what, to 
some, may appear to have been the some- 
what unfeasible request that the ship 
should remain another day at Fremantle 
in order that they might entertain their 
friends. If Admiral Viscount Jellicoe or 
Commodore Dumaresq had desired to — 
entertain friends at Fremantle on the ~ 
following day or week, the ship would — 
have remained there, and nothing would 
have been said of the matter. But be 
cause the men had the temerity. after ~ 
conferring amongst themselves, to ask that 


~ the ship might remain there another day,” | 


they were court. martialled, and. some of. | 
them sentenced to two years’ imprison- se 
ment. 


waiting upon their employers to ask for — 
a holiday, were marched off between @ 
cordon of police and sentenced to two — 
years’ imprisonment ? | 


Mr. Arxinson.—Did not the men Te- on 


fuse to obey some order? ie 
Mr. WALLACE.—The order was that 
they should return to their work. The 
same order might be given in a factory or. 
in any branch of industry. The men re-  — 
fused to go back to their work, and were 
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, 
Mr. . Pacr.—In ~ 1891; men 
sentenced to three years’ 
for refusing to go. back to work. 3) 40 49 
Mr. WALLACE.—-But we are not now 
living in the barbarous middle ages, when 


were 


men were gibbeted and put into stocks, eh 


These men had had four years’ service 
Thee: 
had been serving in the North San Ate 
around Great Britain for the. whole: Of oi 


What would the people of Aus- 
tralia say if a body of working men, 


ile eae al 
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aa time, ‘during which they had tad 
very little Hberty. They came to Aus- 
tralia and were hospitably treated. It 
_was their first. taste of liberty for four 
years. Having tasted it, they, naturally, 
- wanted -more. Accordingly, they pre- 
ferred a simple request that the sailing 
of the Australia should be delayed for a 
day. After all, the Australia is quite a 
useless thing now. . She is of no more 
value than an old tin kettle. She carries 
no cargo and no ° passengers — 
ports. For all the harm or all the good 


that she is doing she might as well be 


lying in Fremantle Harbor to-day. So 
that the request preferred by these men 
might have been acceded to without any 
‘ill-results accruing from it. 


‘Mr. Fintayson.—But that might have - 


interfered with the officers’ programme. 


Mr, WALLACE=Yes. They - may 
nN had some function arranged for 
them in one of the other ports with which 
‘delay in the departure of the vessel would 
have interfered. The Government should 


immediately take into consideration the 
- geverity of the punishment meted out to. 


“these men, and, in view of their good 
service overseas, should immediately re- 
lease them. The only punishment which 
should be inflicted upon them is to dis- 
charge them from the Navy, and there 


would not be very much punishment in 
_ that, because every man who serves in our | 


Navy will be only too pleased to obtain 
his discharge from it. Indeed; we shall 
experience the utmost difficulty in 
getting men for our Navy if this is the 
sort-ef treatment that is to be accorded 
them. | 


Very ‘similar treatment is meted 


We to. the men in our mercantile marine.~ 


Under the Navigation Act, the masrer of 
a ship has absolute power to fine a sea- 
man £20 or £50. In fact, all the .sea- 
man’s wages can be forfeited by a 

mandate from the master. I recollect 
what happened to the men employed on 
the Paratia whilst on a voyage from 
Sydney to Great Britain with 


considered that work would be facilitated 
if the sailors undertook to discharge the 
‘ashes. 
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: duty, 


between 
“with anomalies of this description. There : 


- enough to defy the authorities Of 


“Why do they not submit their case to 


-and I am in receipt of a circular from the 


cargo. 
During that voyage the economy party 


oe this work was no part of their — 


they — Lay Ao an 
Thereupon the master charged them with 
refusing to obey his lawful comma 
They were taken ashore, tried by a mil 
tary officer, and sentenced to three months? 
imprisonment, Whilst in custody they 
were compelled to herd with coloured 
people, whose habits were not too clean, 
with the result that, when they were re- 
leased, they found themselves infested 
with vermin of all descriptions. Those men 
had to pay 2s. per day for their passage : 
back to Australia. That is the sort of 
treatment which is meted out to seamen 
all over the world. Their history tae 


is no class which has been so badly treated. 
Thank God they have an organization in 
Australia: to-day which ‘is powerful 
course, the question. may be aged: 
arbitration?” But, to my mind, th 
Arbitration Court receives more ‘cor 
demnation from honorable members on 
the other side of the chamber than it do : 
from the party with which I am ass 
ciated. The pastoralists condemn i 


Farmers Union of Tasmania asking for 
its abolition. The orchardists, too, say e 
that if the Court, awards the member ‘ of 
the Australian Workers Union what y 


out af business, ‘Evidently, therefore 
most of the opposition to this tribunal 
comes from the. other side. Person 


ae WALLACE. —That scout su 
admirably. It is up to us to look at this 
matter seriously, and to consider how we 
uae best. combat ihe industrial ae 1 


ous as at present. ‘constituted 


power to fix the ee whic i 
ae shall -be allowed to extort the 


would s nothing to: ‘prevent the: es 
wners from increasing freights to such 
an. extent that the general public might 
_be further harassed by increased prices 
Gals commodities. 
Mr. Arcrrsatp.—Could not all these 
eS ‘matters be settled by an industrial con- 
| - ference! 
ear WALLACE. —We cannot rely too 
erate on individuals. As one who be- 
_hlieves in constitutional government, I say 
that we should shoulder these responsi- 
ie "bilities ourselves. It is up to us to make 
3 the Arbitration Court conform to our 
"modern ideas. It needs to be remodelled. 
~ To my mind, all industries should hé or- 
ganized upon industrial lines. 
ample, the whole of the unions engaged 
in the transport industry should be or- 
ganized into one union, and a Judge sit- 
ting in the Arbitration Court should be 
he controller of that industry. He 
should fix the prices to be charged by 
the dispenser of any commodity, the pro- 
z fits to be made and the wages to be paid. 
- Mr. Arxryson.—Would the honorable 
_member allow one man to do that? 
Mr. WALLACE.—One man could do 
E it for one industry.- But it is too much 
© expect any one man to organize the 
whole of the industries of a country. 
Mr. Patmer:—What if a man would 
not accept the wages that he was 
: awarded ? Y | 
Tait “WALLACE. —The same thing 
= would happen as is happening to-day. 
Men are prepared to work so long as the 
remuneration they receive will provide 
them with the essentials of a good living. 
In New Sonth Wales, a minimum wage 
of £3 per week has been fixed. I suppose 
that 60 per cent. of the workers there 
~ are receiving 10s. per week in excess of 
_ that wage. But when one takes into con- 
 gideration the high cost of commodities 
os id the rents charged for houses, he will 
eH “Bee that such a wage is not sufficient for 
- a man to live upon if he is to make any 
provision against sickness and ,old age. 
0 it is necessary that we should arrive 
a basic wage which will enable a man 
to live i in comfort. We can, if necessary, 
sontrol industry to the extent of making 
he men who are managing industries 
: r their own personal aggrandise- 


€} 


* 
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For ex- | 


1919-1920, 


for the benefit.of the entire community, 
In that way we could make provision for — 
the payment of adequate old-age pensions 
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ane manage them for the State, and we . 
ean provide that the surplus profits shall 


be paid into the Consolidated Revenue 


j 
ee 


—not 12s, 6d. per week, but £3 or £4 pew _ 


week. We could give a man the same 
money as he had been earning. 


Mr. Jowrrr.—lIs the hongrabie. mem- : 


ber sure there would be a surplus? — 


Mr. WALLACE.—Yes; it necessarily — | 


follows that there would be. 
{r. Jowrrr.—I think there would be 
a loss. 

Mr. WALLACE.—What 
matter, anyhow? All that we ask is that 
we should get the full benefit of what we 
earn. I consider that-every man and 
woman has a right to the best that the 
world can afford to give them. I see no 
reason why one man_ should have 
£3,000,000 or £4,000,000 whilst another 


does at 


has na 4d, Chics is no reason for ee _ 


inequality of distribution. What 
wanted to-day is not so much ore 


tion in respect of production, but organi- a 


zation in respect of distribution. 
function of government to see that that 
distribution is equitably carried out. 


oe 


It was done in Great Britain during the — 


war. 


There it was found to be absolutely _ 


essential for the Government to take over - 


every industry. The managing staffs of 
industries were quite prepared to come to 
the assistance of the authorities by devot- 
ing their intelligence and ability to the 
organization of particular enterprises for” 
the sake of carrying on the war, and pro- 
tecting the Old Country from the menace 
which confronted it 1f the enemy should 
win. 

Mr. Fiemine.—The honorable member 
does not wish the people of Australia to 


Bae 


work as hard as the people of See 


Britain had to do during the wart 
Mr. WALLACE,—There is no longer 
any necessity for the people of Great 


Britain to work as hard as they did dur-. 
- ing the war. 


It was recognised that all 
this organization should be cadre 
for the purpose of winning the war; and — 
although the people had to work long 
heurs, they received much better wages, 
and at least their living was assured to 
them. _ Statistics show ay before the | 


ort 


war in Gecng Britain, he were 

33, 000. 000 practically on the bread line, 
while 14,000, 000 owned the whole of the 
wealth. 


“Mr. Freminc.—No pesple could keep. 


up the pace at which the people of Great 
Britain worked during the war. 

Mr. WALLACE.—TI have no desire to 
‘enter into that line of argument, but it 
must bs admitted that there was superior 
organization in Great Britain during the 
war in the matter of the limited supply 
of foodstuffs avaiable. There were 
7,000,000 men organized as fighters; in 
an economic sense, they might as well 
have been on a holiday, so far were they 
from assisting in useful production; 
and there was another 14,000,000 en- 
gaged in the production of war material, 
who also, in the same sense, might as well 
have’ been on a holiday. Thus there 
were 21,000,000 people whom _ the 
west of ‘the people of Great Britain 
had to maintain. If that 21,000,000 had 
been engaged in useful production, there 
would have been no necessity for the 
others to work fourteen or fifteen hours 
a dav. . . 

- From the press and other quarters 
thece: has been a great deal of condemna- 
tion of the attitude the seamen who. are 
on gtrike are sponvane towards the Arbi- 
tration Court. . I express no opinion as 


to whether they are rivht or wrong In re- 


fusing to go to that Court; but I agree 
with Siow that it is not always the best 
tribunal for securing an alteration of 


working conditions. The proclaiming 
of the Navigation Act, faulty as it is, 
would materially ya them. te 
that Act had been -in. operation, 
no doubt a more concilitary spirit 
would have been displayed by. the 
seamen, and quite possibly they would 


have felt inclined to submit their case to 
a tribunal fcr a prover hearing. The 
honorable member for South Sydney (Mr. 
Riley) pointed out that during the last 
six months three colliers have been 
wrecked on our coast, with lamentab!e 
loss of life. This could have been avoided 
if the Navigation Act had been. in force, 
because it provides that no vessels shall 
leave port in an unseaworthy condition. 
The s.s. Tuggerah left Port Kembla with 
coal sel tipped into the hatches and 


Ww 
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‘seaworthy. before leaving. The honoral 


ee and Holts 


tended up aboitt 9 fash above the 
weather was so bad that when the : 
was at sea the crew were set to work a: 
trimming the coal; and while they were ee | 
engaged in this task, the steamer was ated 
continually taking in water. The then a 
got one set of hatches on, but before they __ 
could get another set on, Tuggerah 
lurched and over she went. ‘Ske sank _ 

within five minutes; and not a soul would — 
have been saved had it not been for the 
fact that the lifeboats, instead of hang-2 
ing on the davits as usual, were ‘tying on ¥ 
the deck, and floated off into the water. 
Those members of the crew who were ie 
lucky enough to be thrown into the sea. af 
when the ship lurched over, were able 
to scramble into the boats and save their) 
lives. But that vessel should not have — 
been allowed to leave port before bemg 

properly inspected. The Navigation Act 
provides that inspectors shall be ap-— 
pointed at different ports to see that ves-— 
sels are properly equipped and thoroughly 


member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) tcld us 
that the Navigation Act has been hung 
up since’ 1910, but the measure has been 
before this Parliament since 1904——fitte 
years ago. 

Mr. West.—It would not have ‘heen 
passed had not a Labour Government 
come into power in 1910. ‘3 

Mr. WALLACE._Twould not say 
much about that. The Act provides tha 
every overseas vessel coming to Aust 
must conform to Australian condi 
before engaging in our coastal trade—tha 
is tO say, carrying passengers and carg 
between Australian ports. For example, 
the Peninsular and Oriental Company, 
which employs Lascars at 25 rupees 
month, would have to pay. its crew 
the Australian rates; but the mana 
directors of that company are ver 
men on the other side of the world 
company’s profits last year amounted 
something like £1,500,000, and its share 
are now worth £45. It has plenty 0 
money to throw about, and has a 
big political influence in Great Br 
It would not suit it to have to pay 
or £14 per month to Lascar fireme 1 
Line, Crosbie an 
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- more up to date than ours, and places 


. and if the Dominion can enforce its mea- 
sure without international. complications, 
I do not see why the Commonwea-th can- 
not have its Act proclaimed without be- 
ing atraid of them. 
_ As for the conditions under which a 
| seaman works, if he does not happen to 
be on board his vessel at the scheduled 
time, he is liable to a penalty of £20; 
and if he commits a breach of discipline 


penalties than are imposed on the average 
worker ashore. If we must have discip- 
line on vessels, and if we want the sea- 
- men to couform to the conditions imposed 
upon them, we should give them a little 
extra compensation for submitting them- 
selves to them. The fact that for the 
last six weeks it has been impossible to 
get men to man our ships shows how 
necessary it is to have trained men upon 
‘them; but the accommodation provided 
for them is abominable. In the building 
of vessels, no attention is paid to it. The 
ss. Niagara, one of the most modern 
‘ships trading to Austra.la, came out op 
her maiden voyage as a coal-burner, 
_earrying a crew of 125, for which ac- 
- eommodation was provided; but when she 
was afterwards fitted as an oil-burner, 
and the crew was reduced to forty, in- 
stead of the accommodation being eee 
. Ge 
Aa day that vessel, in the matter of accom- 
~ modation for the crew, is no better than 


to suit the forty, it was cut down, 


© a steamer built ten or twelve years 
Ke previously. : 
Question resolved in the affirmative. . 


-- Resolution reported. 

-~+$tanding Orders suspended and _ reso- 
lution adopted. 

Resolution of Committee of Ways and 
Means covering resolution of Supply re- 
ported and adopted. — . 


- while on board, he is under severer_ 


Ordered-— SO a NN 

That Mr. Watt and Mr. Webster do prepare 
and bring in a Bill to carry out the foregoing 
resolution. a) fa ee 

Bill presented by Mr. Wart, and read 
a first and second time. Aes 

In Committee: 

Clause 1 agreed to. oo ken 

Clause 2 (Issue and application of - 
£4,337,335). | | : 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [9.17]. 
—Perhaps T did not follow the Treasurer 
yesterday when he was making his state- 
ment with regard to the motion that has 
just keen carried. Did I understand him 
to say that this Bill dealt only with loan 
moneys that had been borrowed for carry- — 
ing on the war? : 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and’ Treasurer) [9.18].—In_ re- 
ply to the honorable member for Mari- 
byrnong, I have to say that the figures 
I gave yesterday were in relation to loan 


finance, and covered only war loan — 
money. 

Clauses 3 and 4 agreed to. 

Schedule. 


Mr. FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [9.19].— 
T move— : 
That Item No. 1, Division 13, Department 
of the Prime Minister, ‘‘ Salaries £2,000,” be® — 
reduced by £1. ae 
I desire to call attention to the attitude — 
of the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) in 
Great Britain at the present time and 
recently in regard to certain matters. — 
Under cover of this amendment, I want to 
know just what is the position concern- — 
ing the representation of Australia on the: — 
other side of the world. The Prime Min- — 
ister and his colleague, the Minister for — 
the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) have now 
been absent from the Commonwealth for 
about fourteen months, and during thab — 
time we have been treated to some re- 
markable exhibitions that make us won- 
der whether Australia is being repre- — 
sented by one“man, or by two men with 
different ideas. Right throuch, so far as _ 
we are able to trace events by the cabled | 
reports. and the press statements, there — 
has been a conflict of opinion between the 
Prime Minister and Sir Joseph Cook; so — 
mush so that we had a report, which was 
not very ceriously denied—indeed, the 
correspondence confirmed it—that the — 
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i cereale were ot or ae Evidently the. 
terms with each other. I find, to my more communicative to I 
surprise, that, even in to- night’s Herald, Ministerial party than he a 
there is further evidence of a conflict be- = ges because all the informat fess 
tween the two gentlemen. The Prime 
‘Minister, speaking recently, and refer- 2 
ring to the League of Nations, pointed press, If there is any nifornatne of he - 
out that it would be of no use te Aus-- character indicated in the resolution sub- 
tralia, as it would be too slow and too mitted at the meeting of alist Ministe: = 
dilatcry i in coming to our aid, so we must party, which called forth its unqualifie 
- ely upon the British Navy for our PFoO- admiration of the Prime Ministe 
_ tection. Then the Minister for the Navy  qpouse is entitle dio haven “Evi 
is reported in to-night’s Herald as having —}, e submitted some information, b = 
said that he believes in the League of 
Nations, but that the sword must remain 


in the background. of that ‘motion ioe to as a ale pia 
Tn the statement presented by the Act- testimonial to the Prime Minister, to 
ing Prime Minister to the House yester- whom it was to be cabled. I hav 


day, , reference was made to the fact that doubt that, after the severe criticism: ha 
the Prime Minister and the Minister for io Whe veceiebd: on ae side 


the Navy were expected to leave Great | -world, and the misrepresentation that 
‘Britain this week. There was ae re- gomplains of, Mr. Hughes will hae 
ference to the matters which we shall have 2 
to deal with when they return to Aus- oe My now i nS ee a a 
tralia. I have no particular desire to- cca ‘ ni ie se “aonb, ea ae 
night to go into details concerning these ~ i reggie om empha name. ne So" | t, M ne i 
matters, because there will be abundant — that. 
opportunity to deal with them at first 
hee At present, there is no doubt pleased about the doy fanilye : 
that we are somewhat handicapped, but I Mr. FINLAYSON.—I am not pe 
was interested to notice that, at a meet- much alarmed at the happiness uf honor 
‘ing of the Mimisterial party on Tuesday, able members opposite. I. wish t m 
as reported in the Age newspaper of the every success. Politics, as Senator Lyne 
25th inst, a motion moved by you, Mr. once reminded us, makes us act tec 
Chairman, and seconded by Senator with strange bedfellows. = 
Pratten, was carried unanimously, so it . Mr. ices Fosrer. —We do. not throw 
was. reported. a bricks about like you do. | 
‘Mr. Fenton.—There must have been Mr. FINLAYSON. ue Prime Min 


some mental reservations. 


‘Mr. FINLAYSON.—Yes; t am anxi- 
ous to know what mental reservations 
there were in the minds of some of ve 
gentlemen who supported the motion, 
which was as follows :— : 


&h 


‘That this meeting of Ministerial supporters, 
having heard the official statement of the Act- 
ing Prime Minister, and the Been of the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and Sir Joseph 
Cook, as Australian representatives at the 
War Conference, and during the Peace negotia- 
tions in Great Britain and France, expresses 
its entire approval and appreciation of the 
eplendia Lia: they have done, and that 

heir great efforts were put forward in the 

_ interests of Australia, to? expresses its con- matters. That being so, ule wot 
tinued confidence in Mr. Hughes as our know where we stand, and 
leader. pale : : Sey Prime Minister’s advice to th 


country. For instance, we find the Prime 
Minister saying this, as reported in the 
Age of 20th instant— j 


_ Are the Germans to be helped or permitted 
to resume trade with Great Britain, as they 
id before the war, sometimes under a trans- 
parent disguise? If so, Germany will creep 
back to her old position, and the war will 
have been fought in vain. 

Unless a definite policy is adopted which 
vill give British manufacturers: preference in 
their home markets, and give the overseas 
= ~ Dominions’ Taw. Pigterinis a larger market 
- within the Empire, not_ only will Imperial 
trade suffer, but the- Empire will tend to dis- 
_ integrate. The Dominions are passionately at- 
_ tached to. the Empire, - and do not hold the 
view that “Empire” is another name for 
British.” The economic policy which does 
not recognise this will destroy the Empire. 
The alternative is a policy of “Britain and 
the Empire for the Germans,’ dictated by 
pacifists and defeatists, or by the interests 
of international finance. If this policy of 
negation is adopted, it will not matter much 
whether the Hohenzollerns or Ebert the saddler 
ontrol the destinies of Germany. 


That is a most significant utterance, 
coming as it does from the Prime Minister, 
because there are on record some remarks 
made by a gentleman in this coun- 


try about the recent great world 
conflict being a sordid trade war. 
He was most severely castigated on 
that occasion by the Prime Min- 


ister, and was very insultingly criticised 
by. many of the Prime Minister’s sup- 
? porters. © Of course, Archbishop Mannix 
may have been unwise in making that 
statement when’ he did, but it is most 
illuminating now to learn that the Primé 
Minister himself admits that, unless we 
ean secure the trade which Germany pre- 
ae eee held, we shall have fought this war 

s ; “But this is not the Prime Min- 

io a ene on ihe matter 1 find 
ber of Commerce in 1916, he said— 


Iti is refreshing to turn from the sickening 
olly of these doctrinaires, visionaries, agents 


‘is to. ‘be. ise i the. oe aS pier 


* that, in addressing the Manchaster Cham- 


A 1911000, 01 


ae 


How strange, indeed, it is that the Prime 


Minister, who, with lurid rhetoric, tried 
to make the people in this country believe - 
that we went into this war for just, high 
and honorable responsibilities, 


results it will have been fought in vain. 
One wonders whether the people of this — 


country have realized, as the Prime Min-  _ 
ister seems to have realized, that, after >< 


all, in regard to this war, as in regard 
to most other wars, they have been fooled. 
It is a most lamentable position. But not 


only in regard to economics has the Prime 


Minister Avia a remarkable change. I 
desire to protest against his attitude con- 


cerning fiscal and economical arrange- — 


ments with the Mother Country. ~ 
Prime Minister has not 


The ; 
in any way 


serupled, I was going to say, to advise — 


the Mother Country as to its policy, but 


he seems to have assumed the position of — : 


director-general of British trade. It is 
not a question of whether he is entitled 


to advise the people at Home, but there: es 
is no justification for his assumption of 


the rdle of dictator to them, prac — 
tically telling them that. the policy they — 
must adopt is the policy that he suggests. — 
Listen to two extracts from a book that 
I came across in the library last night. 
Mr. Jowetr.—Who wrote the book? — 
Mr. FINLAYSON,.—TI do not know, 
because there is a 
tached, but it is published by Fisher, a 
Unwin, and Company, and the title is 
Mr. Hughes: A Study. This is what — 
he said in 1916. Listen to the dogmatic — 
rhetoric of the man, and remember that 
he was a guest, as one of the Prime 
Ministers of the Dominions, at the in- 
vitation of the Imperial Government, to 
confer on matters of Imperial concerns. 
He proceeds to dictate to them and 
schoolmaster them on matters of internal 
domestic policy.- . 


Mr. Hiees.—And the British ce 


were paying his expenses all the time. 


| Mr. FINLAYSON.—We are paying 


his expenses now. On page 71 we read— 
You’ must create new industries; you must eee 


develop those. you have already. A compre- _ 
hensive scheme of organization must cover the _ 


now ad- 
mits that it was the economic situation — 
that brought about this war, and that un- 
less we can secure some of the economic 


no author’s name at fc 
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: ate industrial field. 
science to your aid, walk with her daily, and . 
let her guide your feet by her clear shining 


light. And you must use the land of Britain 
to grow more of the food that Britain 
consumes. 


We must produce more wealth. . 

If we fail, it is the end of all our - preat- 
ness. There is but one way by 
which we can be saved. Let us then, without 
delay, resolve to take it. 


‘But so little did he gain from eastiga- 
tions which he received after such utter- 
ances—castigations well deserved because 
vof his unnecessary and impudent inter- 
ference in affairs he had not any autho- 
rity to touch—that, in 1918, addressing — 
the London Chamber of Commerce, on 
27th June, he said— 

There must be a policy declared, and some 
man must have charge of this policy to give 
effect to it. 
minions of a permanent and effective kind 
until you declare your policy. Upon your 
policy ours is to be established. If Imperial- 
ism is to be something more than an aim, we 
must have action and a definite declaration of 
what you intend to do—a step from which 
_there cannot be, and will not be, any drawing 

back. The policy of England must be known; 
it should be declared from the housetops. 
Germany does not hesitate to do so. She has 
formulated her policy with Austria. Let us 
do the same. 
I only desire to point out, in contrast, 
what Sir Robert Borden, the Prime Min- 
ister of Canada, said, Te then I shall 
make the application. ‘Sir Robert Borden 
said— Y 

In giving effect to the resolution of last 
year, the British Government must necessarily 
take into account the like considerations. 
Canada has no desire or intention of inter- 
fering in any such question of domestic con- 
cern in the United Kingdom, or of offering 
advice thereon. 


It has never yet been suggested in this 
Parliament, nor has any one ever dared 
to suggest at any time in Australia, that 
the internal fiscal policy of this chuntry 
has to be determined by the fiscal policy 
of Great Britain. That is a position we 
eould not tolerate for a moment. The 
Prime Minister has, to his credit, at 
times been very insistent on Australia’s 
right to its own self-government. I know 
of no matter of so immediate and extra- 
ordinary importance to the people of 
Australia at this 
‘Mr, Finlayson. 
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You oe summon — 


We can do nothing in the Do-. 


particular juncture 


as the tesa ma abeoles contro. 0: aa ia 
fiscal policy; yet the Prime ee 
has said to Great Britain, “Our policy 
is dependent on yours.” Is that the 
reason why the Acting Prime Min. 
ister (Mr. Watt) indicates that we can- 
not ‘determine our trade policy—that 
we cannot establish our relations with 
Canada or New Zealand, which were in 

rrupted by the war—until we know 
what the Prime Minister has arranged 
with the Imperial Government? 

Mr, Warr.—Who said that? 9 | 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—You suggested 
that when I asked you a qe this 
morning. ie 

Mr. Warr.—I said that we shall ico 
the reciprocity proposals when the ‘Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs has pro- 
duced his Tariff. That has nothing to do 
with the Tariff. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—What the Aces 
Bris Minister said to me ibis Bee 
was— os. 


The policy of the Government on ‘Tariff 
matters will be considered in full consultation 
with all the members of the Cabinet. 


Mr. Wart.—Hear, hear! we 

Mr. FINLAYSON. —From that i ae 
it that the decision in regard to Tariff 
matters will not be deterntined until all 
the members of the abinee are in at- 
tendance. 

Mr. Watr.—The honoree meee is 
not entitled to make that deduction. We 
have frequently consulted with the Prime 
Minister cn various matters by cable 
. Mr. FINLAYSON- fhe deduction 
draw is quite a fair one. It ought to 
declared in this House that our — 
trol of our fiscal arrangements — 
not be determined or affected | by what 
Imperial Government may or bas 
do in the matter. 


Mr. "FINLAYSON. —I am. ne : 
have that assurance from the J 
Prime Minister; but that 3 is certainly 
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r - PINLAYSON. a a quoting 
peck | & speech by the Prime Minister to 
the London Chamber of Commerce in 
dune last. The first speech I quoted from 
was one’ delivered to the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce in 1916. I 
pointed out that, so far from his having 
~ learned anything, or taken to ‘heart any 
advice as to the unwisdom of interfering 
with British domestic affairs, the Pas 
Minister, when he returned to England 
last year, laid it down, on the 27th June, 
_ tbefore the London Pia wber of Commerce, 
a that our policy in Australia was awaiting 
_ the decision of the Imperial Government 
—that our policy was to be based on 
theirs 

Mr. Warr.—I do not think that is a 
deduction you are entitled to make from 
1e report you quoted. - 

Mr. FIN LAYSON. —I refer honorable 
members again to the words I quoted, 
and ‘ask whether the deduction I make is 
not a fair and reasonable one. I think 
that the words are not capable of any 
_ double meaning. 

Mr. Warr.—What 
pre ‘Minister talking about? 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—About the fiscal 
‘policy, and the need for protection 
peers German economic domination. 
We ‘Mr. Warr.—Surely the Prime Minis- 

ee may easily make that statement, and 
preserve the attitude of the honorable 
is member for Brisbane. Jf the British 

family is to trade together by reciprocal 


was the poe. 


must know what the Mother Country in- 


_ of the Dominions can be drafted. But 
that does not determine the whole fiscal 
policy of this country. 
pe 


Danie which anes affect our own ar- 
rangements in fiscal matters. 

hoMrs “Wartt.—Just as ithe honorable 
“member himself suggested we should do 
oh os ands New oe 


arrangement, it cannot be one-sided. We | 


tends before the reciprocal arrangements 


ag EINLAY SON. sonren the te 


__ 1919-1920. 


_ Mr. Wartr.—Quite so. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—That does not in 
the least degree affect our control of our 
own fiscal policy. 

Mr. Watr.—Of course, it does. 

Mr. FINLAYSON. Gay policy is 
not to be based on the policy of Canada, 
whereas the Prime Minister said that 
the Australian policy is to be based on 
the policy adopted by the British Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Warr. —It is like a question be- 
tween a buyer and a seller; the buyer does 
not know whether he can do business 
until the seller mentions his terms, and 
reciprocity must be based on give and 
take, and a knowledge of enon other's 
intentions. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The whole point 
of my argument is that the Prime Min- 
ister lays down the proposition that the 
British policy must be fixed before we can 
know what our own policy is to be; it is 


not a question of giving and taking, but 


a quest on of taking or leaving. _ 
Mr. Warr.—That is a strained inter- 
pretation of the words you read. re 
Mr, FINLAYSON.—I have raised the 
question because the position cught to be 
known. 
the House there is a desire to conserve 
and develop trade within the Empire, and 
we are prepared to give all sorts of k ndiy 
consideration to every preferential pro- 
posal from the Mother Country or from 
the other Dominions. 
Mr, Wart.—Every reciprocal proposal. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—wWe are prepared 
to deal with them; but I think the last 


thing we are prepared to do is to enter ce 
on a system of bargaining with the Im- _ 


perial Government. in regard to prefer- 


ence to Australian goods and materials ee 


in consideration of some quid pro quo in 


regard to goods and materials that we 


require. 


Mr. Warr—I am just a bit afraid that a 
the honorable member’s antipathy to the 


Prime Minister has sprained his judg- 
ment. — : 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—HI am just afraid 
that the Aeting Prime Minister is exag- 
gerating something that is only in his © 


own mind. My antipathy to the Prime — . 


I am sure that on both sides of 
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: ae is not a ‘all ¢ a ee eal, matter, - 


‘and I have said so repeatedly. It is — 


based on my antipathy to his policy; and 


: a surely I may be’ permitted to disenss the 


_ policy announced by the honorable gentle- 
man without being charged with antipathy 
to him as an individual. In any case, the 
Prime Minister is a proper subject for 
 eriticism, and, if necessary, most severe 
| criticism, by, any honorable member. - 

Mr. Warr.—lI think a preferable course 


is to discuss the Mite ra Nees of a gentleman 


when he is present. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I am not the only 
pei’ who criticises the Prime Min- 
ister. 

o Mr. “Warr. —Hear, heart 

i Mr EF INLAYSON. —The criticisms 


hae are directed to the Pri ime Minister. 


are not all personal. 

Mr. Watr.—Some of them are. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The honorable 
-gencleinan may speak for himself. 
Mr. Watr.—I know some of them are. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Some little time 
“ago; when the armistice was signed, the 
Prime Minister of Australia, in Great 
Britain, placarded himself as heing so 
thoroughly dissatisfied because the armis- 


tice had been signed without his having’ 


been consulted that he broke out into a 
most unfortunate castigation of the Im- 


perial Government. As to this, I may 


quote from the Argus. 


Mr. Wisr.—It is something new to find - 


the honorable member HU nNe back on 
the Argus for support! . 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The same matter 
“appeared in every newspaper, and if the 
honorable member l'kes I can quote from 


the Age or the Herald. The Prime 


Minister is reported to have said, at a 
luncheon given by the Australian Agents- 
-General— 


Under President Wilson’ 3 Peace. one Bel- 
gium and France get what they want, while 
Australia gets nothing for her sacrifices. No 
provision is made for her staggering burden 
of debt, which she has the right to ask from 
the” ageressors. Australia will insist upon 
making what Tariff distinctions she thinks 
proper. — 


Mr. Hughes was then in a very critical 


frame of mind. He was evidently sulky, 


or very petu'ant, and when the Acting 
Bee oe A rmister was interrogated by the 


_will refresh his ney 


spondent..”’ 


Coe of the national feelings. od 


ters those terms for which we went 


‘in Australia, because we put Australi 


armistice, and. that ona ae ff 
had said Australia would a 


point. either, if the» 


an ee been quite fair to ee #4 
Warr.—No; Mr. Keith M irdoch : 


sid so. ‘There is a eee ae 


Mr. Warr.— a One 


Mr. FINLAYSON. oe, 


Mr. Hughes was eae cheered. a 
“We have a right to ROvETE ‘ourselve es 


people’s ways, but it ‘is our way. 
peace there must be written in indelible 


— self-covernment, pee and ai 
acre. . é 


Mr. Hughes’ ” American interview _ 
widely published in the British 
“TIT am much criticised by my “fell 


not subordinating her interests to 
(Cheers.) _ Australia’ 8 interests — 2 oer 
(Cheers. ) ; 
body else, 

tralia T shall not be slow in telling t - 
behind my back, attack this doctrine, th 
are. grievously injuring Australia.” — 


Mr. Fenton.—That is good. — 
Mr. Watr.—The Prime Minist 


Mr. Watt, 
Mr. Warr. —That is. 


ee along the grout where 
sage et 


proud place to-day, and we owe to you the 
or ie eee to seas at 


oe of hearing mn further. That i hale 


eptionally well to-night.. But, as we 
ar pe vias the Department of the 


We are deal- 


oa indy inform me exactly what the 


lly ol to By the Mininteria! 
a couple of days ago, approving of 
e conduct of the Prime Minister (Mr. 

) and of. the Minister ‘for the 
ir ee Hoe in regard to 


Re ahd. not they, have put Australia in her - 


Rated that “ Mr. Watt added that he was 


do not ‘eink the Ministerial side are de- . 
tralian Commonwealth, who ought properly — 


ce ber SBucbene, who has dealt with him: 


Speak to the - 
oF ENTON.— Will you, Mr. ie 


whom I shall tell. On page 34 of the book 


tralia on a campaign of. vilification against the 


of the fiscal policy they had seen fit to adopt 


sam 


AS. Boyn. —When, and where, - was this | 
Seaslntion carried ? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The enorshie’” an 
member and his friends passed it unani-— a 
mously on. Tuesday. eo 

Mr. Bovyp. whe told you that? Where 
did you get hold of that? oe 

“Mr. BINLAYSON. —It appeared. i in a . 
the papers. 

Mr. Boyp.—Surely you do ae believe 
everything the papers tell you. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The newspapers. 


requested to cable the resolution to Mr. 


‘Hughes, and he would do so to-day.” No 
doubt, Mr. Hughes is now in possession of 


that very flattering testimonial. That the 
people on the other side of the world are 
not quite so satisfied with Mr. Hughes’ — 


conduct as are his. friends here, is evi- 


dent from two or three brief statements 
which I propose to read— see 
Mr. Hughes, the Prime Minister of Hic foe a 


to be attending to its affairs at home, figures 
by invitation of the profiteering Tariffist party mee 
in Britain as its special spokesman. It is for — 
the people of Australia to pronounce whether — 
he is theirs, and whether they approve of his — 
taking a vacation in Britain for the express 
purpose of playing firebrand for the profiteer 
ing interests—he, the nominal representative 
of “Labour and head of a Labour Ministry. 


Mr. Warr.—Who wrote that? 


Mr: ETN LAYSON.—tThe writer of 
this book. 
Mr. Wartr.—What is his name! 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I do not know. — 
Mr. Warr.—Baron Munchausen, junior, 
T suppose. : 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—TIf I find out, che? : 
Acting Prime Minister will be the ‘first 


the writer states— : 
If a British politician were to go to fe 


majority of the Australian people on “the score 


{to say nothing of their policy as to conserip-— 
tion), he would probably not be very politely — 
received. It is, indeed, not unlikely_that he 
would be urgently advised either to keep & | 
civil tongue in his head or to return to the | 
scene of “his normal political activities. Mr. — 
Hughes, however, has the comforting know- 
ledge that the grossest scurrilities on his patt 
towards the majority of the British people 
‘will have the congenial backing of a press. a 
which seurrility is the habitual instrument. 


~-author’s name. 


es 
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: Then, on page 38, he Cie 
There is nothing for it, then, but to hold 


- Mr. Hughes and his doctrines up to the light 
of day. He has made unwarranted use of his 
cc privileged position to cast infamous asper- 


sions on a mass of British electurs consiuer- 
ably more numerous than the entire popula- 
tion of Australia; and he has followed up this 


~attack with a mere mass of incoherent rhetoric . 


_ that, on analysis, yields neither ‘information 
nor argument. The production of such 
rhetoric, and not any process of rational. per- 
suasion, is the special-function of Mr. Hughes. 
| Let that stiffice. 

Mr. 
ber show me that book? 
AG Er, FINLAYSON.—Certainly. tt 
was taken from the Library. 
Mr. Frenton.—The honorable member 


: io Brisbane says he does not know who. 


is the writer of the book. I think it is 

Mr. Hughes’ publicity secretary, acting 
under instructions. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I hand the book 

over to the Acting Prime Minister. 

Mr. Wart.—I note that there is no 
ibe s name. 

Mr, FINLAYSON.—TI said so. . The 

| Acting Prime Minister should castigate 


the Library Committee for having ap-. 


proved of a book going upen the shelves 
of the Parliamentary Library without an 
We are told now that 
the Prime Minister and his colleague 
are about to sail; and that they 
will soon be back in Australia, and 
that, with their return, we shall enter 
upon the consideration of 
imvortant matters. J propose to re 
serve my criticisms of Mr. Hughes’ 
conduct in regard to the League of 
Nations and ‘hie Pacific Islands until he 
is present; and I trust there will be 
abundant opportunity given honorable 
members for the expression of their 
opinions frankly and freely. These mat- 
ters are so important to the future welfare 
of Australia that we cannot but discuss 
them with our eye to the future. Weé 
must look upon these subjects from the 
broad, national stand-point, and think, 
not only. of ourselves, but of the genera- 
tions to come after us, that we may secure 
them, as far as possible, in their heritage 
here. The unfortunate position in which 


we are placed to-day is that Mr. Hughes 
is cares. Hones, on the other side of the | 


Wartt.—Will the Honcrabia mem-— 


should have been so long away. 


some most 


visable to summon Parliament _ 


shifted his ground. He was ar 


to hig shaadi sitet that he pe 
accept full ee for ies 


ae I again ae agains Hie 
absence of the Prime Minister and th 
Minister for the Navy for such a 
period. There is no reason why 


was a pees ee ee Mr. nue dee 


farther, that Sie te Cone was 
termined to wait until Mr. Hughe: Rs 
home. 

Mr. 


Wart.—None of the Doni 


ceeded. 
there. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—It was 
easier for the representatives of so 
the Dominions to be present in Eng 
and France the whole time than fo = 
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Wart Why so 

Mr. 
ing here in ae stead, anyhow. 


Mr. 


ationt had" me ee “called t 
earlier during the past six 4 
the protracted deliberations of the_ 
Conference; and it was considered 


for the discussion of public 
There was so much work awaitin 
ab'e members in this Parliame 
of a domestic character which « 
been in no wise affected by the 
tions of the Peace Conference- 
suggestion that the Conference 1 
reason for not se Bas: 
gether-— 


Mr. Warr.—The héndrable ; . 


the Prime Minister arta i 


as. he puts it—the non-re 
Australia at this oe 


ae ae WINLAYSON I am not. shitt- 


ing my ground. While I am satisfied 
that the Prime Minister was properly in 
England, I hold that there was no reason 
for two Ministers to be there all the 
time; and I protest again that for two 
Ministers to have gone away from the one 
party in Australia, and to have pretended 
that they represented the Australian 
people at the Peace Conference, was a 
travesty | on justice, and neither fate ‘nor 
honest. 

Mr. oe —New Zealand had two 
paar there, and Canada five. 
ify. what the honorable member says is 
tru ue, the duty of the head of the Com- 
monwealth Government was to be at the 
: eace Conference. 


La FINLAYSON.—I quite 


admit 


, ‘itr: Wane —Then what is the good of 
talking? Your quarrel is really with Sir 
at oseph Cook; yet you are quarrelling 
with the Prime Minister. Your com- 
plaint concerns the absence of thé Minis- 
ter for the Navy, and not of the Prime 
Minister, when it is all boiled down. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—1I say that there 
no justification for the continued ab- 
sence of the two Ministers. 

_ Mr. Warr.—Will it satisfy the honor- 
able member if Sir Joseph Cook is cen- 
sured—formally admonished—when he 


Pair BINLAYSON:—The Govern. 


that Australia should have but. one kind 
of representation at the Peace Confer- 
, but the unfortunate fact regarding 
onference right through has been 
only one class of people in the 
has been represented there. Folk 
talk as they like about this being a 
@'s peace. It is not a people’s peace, 


the world, although it may be ratified 
y their Parliaments. I protest once more 
wainst- two Ministers holding but one 
of view. pretending to represent 
lia at the Peace Conference, when 


hold political views differing from 


y —— a 


And, 


ment were not only, satisfied, evidently, © 


t will not be ratified by the pecjrles 


lf of the people of the Common- 


~* 1919-1990. 


Mr. Wartr.—If your party had _ac- 
cepted the invitation to join in forming 
a national Government, Mr. Tudor would 
have been there, I suppose. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I am glad the 
honorable member puts it as a supposition, 
because I had not the slightest belief that 
anything of that kind would have hap- 
pened. We on this side ought to have 
been invited to send a representative to 
the Peace Conference, either in addition 
to the two who went or as an alternative 
to one of them. 
Ministry, not satisfied with having two 


Ministers there, decided to send a third 


for some other duty. The Minister for 
Defence is absent; from Australia, al- 
thouch he is the head of the biccest 
spending denartmert in the Common- 
wealth. a position that it has always been 


conceded should, at the earliest possible 


moment, be removed from the Senate to 
this Chamber. 
on the Defence Estimates which demand 
the vresence of the Minister for Defence 
in this Chamber, and vet when the Go- 
vernment had the ovvortunity, in the ah- 
sence of the Minister. to appoint in this 


Ghamber an Acting Minister for Defence,. 
with the full anthority of his absent chief, 


instead of givine the portfolin to the 
henorable member for Ginrsland (Mr. 


Wise), who was Assistant Minister, and 


a momber of this House they gave it to 
a Minister of another place. 


Mr. Warr.—Your own Government 


put the Defence portfolio during the war 


in the Senate. 
Mr. FINT.AYSON.—That is so: but 


when the war broke ovt the Minister for- 
and when 
the Tabour party assumed office in 1914, 

Senator Pearce was anvointed to svereed 


Defence was Senator Millen. 


him. When Sir Josevh Cook was Leader 
of the Ovnositicon he vrotested avainst 
the Defence portfolio heine in the Senate, 


and members of the Labour party. whether 


on the right or the left of the Sneaker, 
have also consistently protested avainst it. 
T am sure the members of this Chamber 
would have appreciated the control of the 


Defence Department being given to the 


honorable member for Gippsland (Mr. 
Wise) instead of to Senator Russell. for 
the special reason that we want to deal 


with Defence matters in this Chamber ‘ 


aN, 


Unfortunately, the 


We have items to disenss © 


ke Oe 
te set 
pe 


That ‘this party desires to express its hearty 
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: Pidenty. eee Bee ane ee : 
- were quite satisfied with all the Senet 


that the Acting Prime Minister was able 


to, make to them in their party meeting 
on Tuesday. After passing the most en- 


_thusiastic resolution regarding Mr. 
Hughes and Sir Joseph Cook, they passed. 
another which members. opposite will 


eae more about, as the criticism of the 


eet Administration proceeds. i was 


approval of the admirable manner in which 
the Acting Prime Minister and his colleagues 


have administrated the affairs of Avstralia fas. 
ing the absence of the Prime Minister, and 
approves of the policy for the coming session - 


so ably and clearly set out by the Acting 


. ‘Prime Minister. 


We have all on botf sides of the House 
appreciated to the full the difficult task 
that the Acting Prime Minister has had 

He has carried during the past’ 


to face. 
- twelve months a load rather beyond what 
_ the average man could bear, and we have 
all felt sympathy with him, especially 
when we’ learnt of his ‘nfortunate 
illnesses. 
strain that is probakle in the near future 
will be to his advantage. _ 
Mr. Hiees.—Only he can tell of the 
strain of those cables from William. 


' Mr. FINLAYSON.—He has no doubt 


had to carry not only a heavy and diffi- 


cult load, but a load that at times must 
have been extraordinarily irksome, be- 
j cause he had to enforce certain laws and 
put into operation certain machinery for 
which he was not primarily responsible, 
and which he must have known were 
- detrimental to the best interests of Aus- 
tralia. The declaration of his party that 
_they approve of the admirable manner in 
which the Government has been carried 


on brings us to what is admitted to- day : 


to be one of the most critical positions 
that Australia has ever faced. The party 
- declare that they are satisfied with the 
position that the Government has brought 
this country into. I wish them joy of 
their satisfaction. If they are sat’sfied 


with the “admirable” manner in which 


thousands of the people of this city and 
of the rest of Australia are suffering 
_ while facing want and privation, then the 
people outside are not satisfied, because 


a is oe but E Bin otasiorys to ee : 


going to fight you.” ee % 


‘are making them starve. ae talk suc 


I hope that the relief from the 


ber for Herbert (Mr. Bamford), 


Dee to wee by . 


sion propandem Be the 
Minister. That is the ee 


concessions.’ : 


ing Prime Minister: annOdnee a 
had agreed to give £500 towards th 
of distress, it was a case of “ You ca 
starve SO ta as we are concerned ; we ar 


r. Boyp.—It is your own peopl 


rubbish ? 
Mr. FIN LAYSON. —The p | 


coast so that the food SHPO 
peovle would not be held up. 

Mr. Warr.—Yes, by conceding the « 
mands of the seamen. We coul 1 do th 
to-morrow. — 


oy Manes IGN Lee The 


pealed to them pees on a hal: 


and ik them Idaded- ail diseh oS 
Mr. Watt.— = By- conceding oe 
of the seamen. ~ 

Mr. FINLAYSON ae 
Commonwealth ~ Government 
rather to see the pee in if 


ment. give way ‘to men ey 


laws? - 
Mr. FINLAYSON. —The eae 


not broken the ale 


Wiican Act. 3 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—0 
the foes of arbitration i in 
to now? 


__ Supply Bill (No. ie 


prevent ae eosls Proust disputes. 
The employees have been continually 
thwarted and obstructed in their efforts 
to get to the Court, and Mr. Justice 
Higgins stated that the approach to the — 
Court was so surrounded by a Serbonian 
bog of legal technicalities that it was 
difficult for any organization to get an 
award there. Those who have tried it 
have found not only that the employers 
_ have obstructed, hindered, and opposed 
: them, but that ihe expense ae delay have 
- been so exasperating that it is no wonder 
the unionists of Australia are beginning 
to think that arbitration is of no use to 
them. I think they are wrong. 


: ‘Mr. Warr.—There was nothing of that 
kind in this case. Before the strike took 
place I told the seamen that I would 
throw open the doors of the Arbitration 
Court by every power the Government 
had; and when, in defiance of that, they 
struck, i immediately instructed the Con- 
troller to apply for a conference. That 
all took place in forty-eight hours. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—We are all well 
aware of the efforts made by the Govern- 
ment, but the men are being castigated 
nd misrepresented to-day because it is 
said they refused to go to the Court, and 
turned down arbitration. 


Mr. Warr.—lI did not say that. I said 
they declined the mediation of the Court 
when they were brought there. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—They refused to 
accept the mediation of the Court. 


_ Mr. Fenton.—Would it be possible to 
settle this affair if the Government did 
ot Perrcno: 


_FINLAYSON.—I believe, if it 
Gi cot been for a question of Govern- 
nt policy, the matter would have been 
_ settled without any difficulty, and it is 
s the Government policy that I want to 
“ ¢riticise. Their policy towards the sea- 
‘men and other workers who are now out 
is simply this—“ You have either to 
t our terms or you can stay out, and 
we challenge you to battle.” 
Mr. Warr.—No; I said that if the sea- 
ent to the Court, 


award the Court 


[26 Junn, 1919.] 
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Mr. FINLAYSON.—The Government — 
could take up no other attitude. 


Mr. Warrt.—Precisely. Then what are 
_you talking about? 


Mr. FINLAYSON. — Whew the 


Queensland Government, in the interests — 


of the food supply of the people in the 


north, wanted to man the ships and load — 


them with food, the Commonwealth re- 
peatedly refused its sanction. 


Mr. Warr.—The Commonwealth . Go- ce ae 
vernment said that none of the ships they 


had commandeered could give way to the 
seamen’s log unless they all gave way, 
and that was a question for the Arbitra- 
tion Court. | 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—And_ because it 
would have involved a_ recognition of 
some of the rights that the seamen might 
nave had to the consideration of their de- 


mands, the Government refused to help 


the citizens of North Queensland. 


Mr. Wartt.—We wanted the question 
of those rights stated before the proper 


tribunal, and would accept its verdict. 


Mr. Fenron.—Is it a fact that all — 
those conditions are being allowed on the 


Commonwealth line of aaa 
Mr. Warr.—Not that I am aware of. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—Have we reached oS 


the position now that it is a case of who — me 


can last out the longest ? 
Mr. Warr.—No. . If the 
member knew all the facts—and I thought 


he did from the confident way he at-— 


tacked the subject—he would know that 
there is another stage. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—We 
anxious that the 


are 


as speedily as possible to 
We are passing through a very critical 
situation, but the Government party say 


they are quite satisfied with the policy oe 


propounded by the Acting Prime Min- 
ister for the coming session. 
that policy? I have asked honorable 


Ate ca 
industrial dislocation 
throughout Australia should be brought a 
an end: 8 


honorable d 


What is. a 


members on the other side whether they Z 
approved of the admirable manner in 
which the Government of the country 


has been conducted 
Mr. Warr.—tThe 


honorable member | 


wants to know what is the policy of the — . 


eG 


ae 


« coming session. 1 see | t the the Ac 
end of the statement, and not ab the be pi eace wi 


cag referring. 


what it is” from. fugitive remarks 


. the: trade unionists of the ony Does - 


Mr.  FINLAYSON. ey have: ‘gokee 
honorable. members on the Government — 
side whether they approved of the admir- 
able manner in which the Government 
have conducted the affairs of this country 


when their administration has brought 
about the position we see in Australia to- 


aay ‘It is futile to say that the seamen 


are entirely responsible for the present 


_ Position. 

There is auohier circumstance I wish to 
“refer to in~this connexion. 
the. Prime 

it Seal ” recruiting | agencies, or so-called 
“ “ loyalists’ bureaux,” there has been in- 


dustrial trouble in this country. This is 

_ another factor of the present position of 
affairs which goes to show that the Go-_ 
in the admirable manner so 


_vernment, 
unanimously approved by honorable 
members on the other side, have sought 


“Eo NOb 40. bring about good government 


Ae Australia, “but to stir up and provoke 
Be ‘most unfortunate and regrettable feel- 
ing of antagonism amongst the workers of 
this country. 


Mr. Wart. The ee member is 


very mixed about the motion to which he 
The approval was for the 
admirable administration, and the motion 


_ then proceeds to ee of the policy of 


the ‘session. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I ie been talk- 
“ing of the administration—the admirable — 
administration that has brought us to 
thie position in’ which we are to-day. This — 
admirable manner of. conducting the 
Government has put 20,000 people out of 
work, 
£500. in. Australia for the relief of dis- 
tress. That is, indeed, something to be 
proud of! What do the Government pro- 


pose to do to remedy this state of affairs? | 


They propose to amend the Arbitration 
Act. . 
the proposal is, and we can only guess 
; ‘and 
press comments, but we understand that 
the Government propose to amend the 


Act in the direction of enabling the an- 
_tagonistic unions to register also in the 


Arbitration Court, and still further fight 


Ever since 
Minister established these 


and has ‘necessitated a grant of 


We do not yet know exactly what 


' Brennan, Frank — 


miecied in the past as to 
-chaos, confusion, disorder, an 
ration; and they now propose t 
that policy. What do they thin 
the result of their proposed a 
the Conciliation and Arbitrati 


ea drcane himnaatt a a Sup: 
to an amendment which h 
‘for a specific purpose, — 


the ooupaeetise of whtelen se 
-Theasure. If honorable me 


would-be nearly i in Ondens 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I hoe , 
reduction of the eis for Sa 


men ‘Ss. Pe os 


The TEMPORARY. 
(Mr. Atkinson) —The > hon 


_ber’s time has.expired. 


Question—That the item 
by £1 (Mr, Frytayson’s 


put. The Committee e divided. 
HAVCRA eae cae: : 
Nota: oe 


Majority ee 


Charlton, M. 
Corboy, E. W. 
Fenton, J. E. 
Finlayson, WwW. F. 
Higos, W..G. >: 
Mathews, ges 


ee Wine W. Ag 
i VOrehard, Ru Ba 4» 
Palmer, A. C. - 
Pigott, H. R. M. 
Sinelair, H. 
Smith, Laird 
Spence, W. G. 
Watt, W. AS 
Webster, W.. 
Wise, G. H. 
Tellers: 
Story, W. H. 
Thomson, John | 


PAIRS, 


Abbott, Lt. ene” 
Burchell, R, J. 
Chapman, Austin 
Greene, W. M. 
Poynton, ee 
Rodgers, A. 8S, 
Smith, Bruce 
‘Sampson, S. 
Maxwell, G. A. 


3 > re Koala pti £3 000, @ 
¢ oe cas ie 


ing in Oa a gedoere uel Mr. J. C. 


an ms ae ee: 


ae 


omp: a was £100,000. The first 
shares — consisted of . eight — 
aL and the second issue 


) asat 30a The es ete 


! e first 


i 1919. 1 


ee cond issue, 20 000 | aes or a otal on es 
“There has. been Sd pete 
share called up in respect of the firgt issue _ 


7 of the: ne Wool. Commit- 


: nominal capital of the Colo: 
Pe abice. Spinning, and Weaving 


“1919-1920. toist . 
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20, 008 shares. 


of eight shares, and 5s. per share called 
up on the second issue of 20,000 shares. 


The directors of the Colonial Combing, 


Splnons, and Weaving Company are 

Mr. F. W. Hughes and Mr. J.C. Watson, 
and the acting secretary is Mr. G. F. 
‘Carson. 


share, Mr. F. W. Hughes is the holder 


of 20,001, while Mr. F. Y, Wilson, Mrs. 
Wilson, Mrs. Hughes, Mr. Frank Herbert hey 
-Huches, Mr. J.-C. Watson, and Mr. ©. 
The ae 


ri: Ratan each hold one ‘share. 
company, in which Mr. F. W. Hughes 
held 20,001 shares out ofa total issue of | 
20,008, was enabled, with this paid-up — 
capital of only £5 008, to secure contracts — 

covering a period of six. months, and _ 
amounting to £721,891 18s. 4d. 


reap enormous profits. It was to recéive 


for the: wool tops manufactured by it 6s. _ 
per lb., whereas the company with which  _ 
Mr. F. W. Hughes was associated before 
the war—Messrs. F- W. Hughes Ltd— 


got for.its wool tops only 2s. 6d. per lb. 

As to the history of the company, I oe 
might remind honorable members that — 
Messrs. F. W. 
liquidation in order “that it might break — 
its contract with Japan. 

Mr, Wartr.—Do you know that that : 
was the motive? It is so easy, under the — 
cloak of privilege, to make iy a Stale 
ment. 


Mr. HIGGS. ey am not anne ae ao 


| privilege as a member of this Hous: It 


is generally understood that the reason — 
for the company going into liquidation — 
was that which I have stated. There * 
was no other reason. i 

Mr. Boyp.—It might have gone onee 
liquidation in order that a new Benes 
might be formed. | en 

Mr. HIGGS.—It did, ond the Colo: 
nial Combing, Spinning, and Weaving 


Company was “formed. The shareholders vie 
in F, W. Hughes Ltd. were allowed either — 


to take up shares in the new company or _ 
to accept debentures for their capital. 


The greater anes of the shareholders 


were satisfied © accept Cad 


Mr, “Phillip. Morton held one 


We 
pointed out at the time that it wonld — 


Hughes Ltd. went into — 


Pi ccusl! 


a earrying’ 1 per cent. enter rather than oe 


shareholders in the new com- 
pany. They were, ‘apparently, afraid, 
though, of course, without reason, that 
i they would receive only 5 per cent. 
dividend. Evidently hen did not ckre 
to take up shares in the new company, 
and it was left practically to Mr. F. W. 
Hughes, who took up 20,001 shares out of 


become 


the total of 20,008 issued, and who paid : 


up a capital of £5,001. 
“Mr. Boyp.—Does the honorable mem- 


ber say that Only 5,008 shares were 
issued ? : 
Mr. HIGGS.—No! £5,008 capital 


paid up. When the Colonial Combing, 
Spinning, and Weaving Company 
obtained these vast contracts extending 
over a period of six months, its 
_ paid-up capital consisted of only £5, 008. 
JI admit that a great-deal of debenture 
capital was being used by the company; 
but under the agreement, which the Go- 
-vernment made with the company to 
share the profits, all this debenture capi- 
tal had to be allowed for, and paid for, 
before the net profits could be ascer- 
tained and the Government could secure 
its share of them. 

__I have tried repeatedly to obtain from 
the ‘Acting Prime Minister and the Chair- 
man of the Central Wool Committee full 
information about the Colonial Combing, 
Spinning, and Weaving Company, but 
without avail. Sir John Higgins wrote 
me a letter in which he complained of 
_ My questions to the Acting Prime Min- 
ister. He resented them; and although 
he said, ‘‘ We are willing to give the 
fullest information about the company,’’ 


he failed to act up to his professions. 


I have 
the 


ascertain 
and the 


efforts to 
arrangements 


made 
business 


auditor’s reports in regard to the com-— 


pany, but have been side-stepped by the 
Acting Prime Minister. 

Mr. Warr.—Not at all. I have given 
the honorable member quite a lot of in- 
formation. What I declined to do was 
to give information which I thought 
ought not, in the interest of any com- 
pany, to be made public for the infor1ma- 
tion of its opponents. 


Mr. HIGGS.—That was the last reasou 
_ given. 


Supply Bilt You PR S NTA 


_ company, 


port on the bromeaeiiond) 
ment with this company, I wa 
told that it would not be fair to give © 
information, since it would let the 
pany’s competitors know how it 
ducted its business, m8 

Mr. Boyp.—What is tie: extont of the 
debenture oe 


depenties, capital ene have 
~ £150,000. 
Mr. -Boyp.—A £700,000 — 


might not have been out of the 
the case of a company with a capi al of 
£150,000. e 

Mr. Watt.—What does the honorable | 
member mean a a, £700 000. cl Nee 


(Mr. Hig) Ig ‘ane refer ng 
the business which the company 
it had obtained the right to export y 
tops during war-time. It secu ree 
contract from us. 


with the inven of ee 
persons, was able to get contract 
Japan. The total contracts whiel 
obtained during six months amo n 
approximately, to £732,000. 
the honorable member for Henty r 


“Mr. Watt. There is 
capital involved than that. 
Mr. HIGGS.—We do not get the 
tor’s report * 
Mr. Watt.—I do not mind st 
honorable member anything in r 


Mr. HIGGS.—There was. ee 
partnership between the Govern 
this company—a partnership un 
the Government were to receiv 
of the profits. 

Mr. Watr.—They were to ge 
cent. of the profits. 

Mr. HIGGS.—What I as| 


was. ie raided Gian any Ueiteation. 


hy oF other communication by the Commonwealth | 


ie 


ther ‘compa to BAS wool 


eee at the same time. 
Tease —t mentioned that com- 


. a War N o. These companies 
said, ‘ _We now have our machinery. de 


Naas 


Warr.—Because those applying 
oS mot have the Teeesy machin- 


r for ae so fe must excuse 

do not reply to his question. I 
een refused the auditor’s report, 
gh I have asked for it. But if hon- 
fis members will turn to page 229 of 


eH 


Treasurer’s Statement of Receipt and 


i Mince CTURE OF Woon ‘ToPs_Avbit OF. 
ACCOUNTS, 


; ie the. kt March, 1917, agreements were 
into between the Commonwealth Go- 
: cae clonal Combing Limited, 


OR ane which these companies were 
is ee Sain wool for the purpose of 
It was provided 


companies relating to the purchase, manu- 
re, or sale of the sheepskins, wool, and 
ops referred to in the agreements should 
greed to an auditor nominated by the 
{ ae Government for that purpose, 


Government to 


-pointment made by the Auditor-General—under 
the provisions of section 11 of the Audit Act— 


the companies should be : 
deemed to be duly given if signed on behalf 
of the Commonwealth Government by the 
Chairman of the Central Wool Committee. 


He then goes on to point out that the : 
‘Treasurer, the late Lord Forrest— 


submitted his opinion that these audits. ‘should 
be conducted under the control of the Audi-- 
tor-General for the Commonwealth, and sug- 
gested that the auditor appointed by the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee should act under an ap- © 


should the Auditor-General be willing to mak 
such appointment. I was quite prepared | to 
do this, but upon the matter coming under th 
notice of the Chairman of the Committee, he 
declared that such an arrangement would not — 
be as satisfactory as the then procedure. _ < 
The Chairman of the company ce 
Sir John M. Higgins, Everybody will 
admit that Sir John M. Higgins © 
is a very able man. But. he has 
been intrusted by the Prime Minister _ 
with a great deal -too much power. He 
appears to be a sort of Australian Czar 
or autocrat, whose opinion possesses all 
the influence of a command. Because he — 
is of opinion that the auditor appointed — 
by the Government should not be on the — 
staff of the Auditor-General, the latter is 
unable to attach that gentleman as one 
of his officers. The report of the Auditor : 
General proceeds— cn 
Upon receiving the balance-sheets of Ce 
auditor appointed, the Treasurer asked for 
further information with respect thereto, but 
it was pointed out by the auditor that his re 
ports were final, and that if further informa 


tion with respect to accounts was required this 
should-be obtained from the companies direct 


But the companies would refuse to give 
the Auditor-General this information, be- 
cause they are acting under the jurisdic 
tion of the auditor chosen by the chair 
man of the Committee. Then the state- 
ment by the Auditor-General continues— 
Under the agreement made with Messrs 
Whiddon Brothers, ‘the certified balance-sheet 
prepared for the half-year ending 3lst July, 
1917, showed the moiety of the Pe 
which accrued to the Commonwealth — 
£12,646 17s. 5d., and that for the, period aia, 
ing the 31st January, 1918, as £7,258 Is. 4d. 
—in addition to which a special licence-fee 
amounting to £16,286 19s. 2d. became payable 
by the company—or a total of £36,191 17s. 11d. 
That “licence-fee” appears to be a new 
term. I suppose that the Government 


had been offered, the term 
ae ship” ” was not satisfactory. | 
" Mr. Warr—There was no term ‘ ‘par 
= nership” in the agreement. | 
Mr. HIGGS.—But that term was used 
: pee the Prime Minister himself when 
speaking. He declared that the Go- 
s ~ vernment had gone into partnership with ~ 
_ the Wool Tops Company. Regarding 
the Colonial Combing, Spinning, pd? 
Weaving Company Limited, ee Auditor- 
General states— 


oo hee certified balance- aheot of the Clonal: 
Combing, | Spinning, and Weaving Company . 
eos Limited for the half-year ending the 3lst 
Se August, 1917, showed the moiety ‘of the net. 
nn profit. which acerued to the Commonwealth as 
£48,384 Is... 


“partner: 


oy lld., and the special licence-fee 
“payable by the company amounted to 
£129,016 7s. 6d.—or a total payable of 


“RU, 400 9s. 5d.—the payments thus due by the 
two companies amounting to £213,592 7s. 4d. 
. The honorable member for Henty (Mr. 
Boyd) asked me how much debenture 
capital was involved in this transaction ; 
but, judging by the laughter and con- 
_ versation on the Ministerial benches Min- 
isterial supporters, having expressed their 
approval of the actions of the Govern- 
_ ment during the recess, do not desire to 
fhe anything about this matter. 

Mr. Watr.—They know that we have 

: issued | a writ against that company claim- 
ing £280, 000, and Ene approve of our 
action. eee 

- Mr, HIGGS. —The fact. that the Gas 

_vernment. expect to get out of the com-- 
pany a share amounting to £177,000 
merely goes to show what a lot of money. 
the company must have made on a paid: 
ae eapital of £5,008. 

Mr. Bovp. ae think that the achentae 
capital is part of the capital of the com- 
pany, just as” is the £5, 008  paid- up 
expitah \ 

Mr. HIGGS.—The interest on ‘deben- 
ture capital has to be reckoned before - 
profits are taken. The agreement with 
the Government provides that all out-— 

goings are to be considered before the net 
profit is taken. Thus, interest on 
‘borrowed capital had to be taken out of 
the gross profits, and the Government’s 
share came out of the net profit. Seeing 


that that share was £177,000, the com- Mr. | 
for : South Sydne; 


pk 


ae must have made a an immense profit. 


‘ment was s0 eee dtawire 
clever Mr. F. W. Hughes has b 


mon ey. 


Auditor-General says—_ Cats 


ing Company, ee 


tral Wool ‘Committee and the comy 


£125,179, and this amount 
special - account entitled  “ The 
Manufacturers’ Account” at the 


wealth Bank, Sydney, and ib is ‘subje: 


‘specting war- time bbl tax “an 


industry, 
to have more ‘power an 
Prime Minister has. 3 


Baath Sydney (Mr. ‘Riley | 


Sand oe owing to the: criticism ya Tih 


to keep the Government, out of 


Mr. Warr. a am ene 0 £ 
- Mr. HIGGS —But the Treasure 
vans trying to get it for a oe 


een | 
of £88,412, and. this is now the 
understood, of litigation as bet 


amounts actually paid by the comp a 


tain conditions related in the agree 


Sir iat M. Higgins 3 iS ae C3 ar, 


pals ae the’ woo! eae Se r 


_ Mr. Warr.—The Honorable x el 
wrong. 


one? but it is a pate 
ee certain responsibilitie nN 
vernment as employers. The en 
of the Colonial Combing, Spinning, 
Weaving. Company are being ill- 
Mr. F. W. Hughes, in: asso lation 
Mr. J. C. Watson, strange 7% 

ploiting the miseries. of the emplo 
the Saal The bays: 


Te ce he were here. - 


Wart.-The 10) 


interier i with hee on agree- 
8 to § On the other 
is com- 


His 


mp od ts to. do. “He would. have put the 

ment on a proper business basis. 
HIGGS.—The Acting Prime. 
War et “40 dO so. | 


coe the company. _ 
‘GS.—Mr. F. W. ‘Hughes is 
vordinarily clever business man. 


ob ain political influence, and he 
lept at exploiting the miseries 
overs” in order to bring 
e  bear- on 
From time to time he 
Lis and then he gets 
u nate people who are out of 

t to approach members of 


neessions. Then, of course, the 
Prime Minister says, “ These 


= He got a “bounty from this 
ment on the understanding that he 
| employ a lot of skilled labour, 
installed automatic machinery _ 
nployed a number of girls. He 
arry out his promise to Parlia- 

m time to time he has closed 

ks, and Parliament has been 


in ase employment may 
That has happened re- 
The Goverment are now attack- 


oe because they want their | 


What does Mr. Hughes do? “He 


Wi down ‘or weeks and months—and he : 


the Govern- . 
closes 


: arrange. a- oe of ode oe. He the : 
Government, by which the Administra- 


tion will carry on the works, and prob- 
ably withdraw the litigation. — I do not. 


know whether this is his object, but it is 


a fact that the unfortunate employees | are 
not working. The Government know tha 
they are partners with Mr. Hughes, and 
that they are in duty bound to look ‘after 
the employees, out of whom they get. this. 
profit. Jf Ministers were carrymg ou’ 
their administration ino: an admirabl. 
manner,” as claimed by the Nationa 
Caucus meeting held on Tuesday last 
thev would use a portion of the £213,000 
for the purpose of paying a smal bonus 
to these employees. 

mee Watr.—We have not got the money 


yet | 
Mr. HIGGS —Why cannot the Geter 


ment get it? What is the matter with the ma 
agreement that prevents them from eee : 


ting it? 
Mr. Warr—tThat is a matter for the e 
Courts to decide. me 
Mr. HIGGS.—Have Se Joba ore 
Higgins and his advisers recommended 
the acceptance of an agreement so loosely 
drawn that the Government are unable t 


7 got: their just dues from Mr. * Ww. 


Hughes? : 
Mr. Warr.—tI have’ seen wills contested: 
though they have been drawn up by the 


‘most eminent legal men of the country. 
ate any rate, the dispute has yet to be 


settled, and we cannot discuss it, seeing 
that the case is sub qudice. ~ ca 

Mr. HIGGS.—tThese — infortuiae 
people are out of employment. They have 
been exploited by Mr. F. W. Hughes, and 
his partners, the Government. If the Agt 
-ing Prime Minister denies the application ~ 
of “that term, | refer him to 4 speech. made 
by the Prime Minister (Mr. W. M. 
Hughes), about the time the agreement. 
was initiated, when he referred to the fact 
that the company were going into — 


business of manufacturing wool tops, an 
said that the 
share of the profits. 


(rovernment were to get a 
L raise this questiot 
in order to draw attention to the extra 
ordinary position Sir John M. Higgins 
occupies. He is a very eminent and 
clever. man, but, he is responsible to no 
one but himself. In this Chamber we 


are responsible to our electors, who ma 


4 


| tom | us out if he disagree with our 


actions. 


Mr Warr Sir John Higgins has 


given some very valuable assistance dur-_ 


the war, not only to this Government, but 
also to prior Governments. _ ‘ 
Mr. HIGGS.—I agree; but does a 
valuable assistance he has rendered entitle 
him to occupy the position he does? He 
defies the representatives in this Chamber 
who ask for information, and he is able 
_ to so influence members of the Government 
that they will not take action to compel 
him to disclose it. I have moved my 
motion in order to protest against - the 
conduct of the Government in allowing 
ee John M, Higgins to ‘‘ run the show.”’ 
~ Question--That the item be reduced b/ 
ae (Mx. Hiees’ amendment)—put. The 
Committee divided. 
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~ Question so. resolved i in the negative, 
Feed dment “negatived. : 


-be as. well if I make an 
of a personal nature, 80 that. ne onor 


the ‘hop over’ of the 8th August eet 


pel yee! the names of Corps 


i Without reflecting — on anybo 
tend ee Le was as m enti 


“Ur. YATES (Adelaide) 


sire to draw attention ‘to | 


aon -but before Sonne so perlaps 


able members who have been Lor 
recently, and are aware 
place, may be under no misap 


Whilst I was. in France some t 


after we had been at the guns for : some 
ae euieiga time, we Pu 


Seated and ve 
heavily’ in daylight, : 
had only one ae 3 


luck would ben it, that ca 
a full account of the official 
of oe House in Lanes 


of toss ay were breed a t ee 


way to Rosecue: I received 
tion from, I_ think, Lord Burnhe 


ae shee, iivitatlonee  inelud ng 
from the Speaker of the House 
mons, all of which I ae ee 


be able. to accept an Jinvitati 
that, - 


were holding up ‘the 2 nd : 


am. challenging the High 

te out of pique at my 

and I make this explanation 
Jugs that impression. I challenge 
vot peuee. I "would like to know 


on this matter. “Having referred to 
it asked the same question. I admit 
m not aware what the High 
issioner’s duties are, though I con- 
ceive that he acts diplomatically in re- 
g to. eas the finances generally, 
: Commonwealth business. 
I saw that the 


Hines the ‘express purpose of nego- 


iting the sale of our wheat, wool, and 
g capa to attend to demobilization, 


af oh Fe to his remaining. So 


I know, the honorable gentleman 


that, he had asked his col- 


gS 
a) In 


whether he could be spared. 
ition to him and the Minister for the 
Ty (Sir J oseph Cook), there is now the 
ister for Defence (Senator Pearce) in 
on; and hence the press asks what 
the High Commissioner is there for. I 
_ think the expense of this office is rather 
ex avagant, though I know it plays up 
to I do not wish to make a Bol- 

hev “gpeech. . The honorable member 

or Grampians (Mr. Jowett) shakes his 

ead, but I know that if I, as a eee 


OD missioner than. pear ~ Aus- 
: ae a most exorbitant price 
gure head, and this is not in ac- 
or la ce with the Democratic ideals of 
8 cous oe All these Se have to be 


impose aation Paes is a 
ration whereby it ultimately 
es the labourer, who cannot pass it 
nu, and necessarily must pay. It is due 
to the Prime Minister to make a clear, 
st tement of the functions and 
‘of the High Commissioner at 

do not say he does not fill an 
ecessar’ in some I eg but ti think 


mee [26 Tons, 19104) 


Tk ralght. be te is ee a , figure heed for as soc. 


Dn ner an ‘way oe IT read: ‘the Age news- 


ts ab Bendigo asking “whether 


_to Pe: faced some time or other. Th 


1919-1920. 


caste of Australia in Great Britain, and 
I think that when I express my opinion ee 
I am voicing the sentiments of those who 
sent me here. When Lord Jellicoe visited — 
South Australia he attended a ball given’ 
by the Mayor of Adelaide, and I have | 


to say that there were very few diggers _ 


there. _ I myself had not an invitation, — 
because, perhaps, I do not come from — 
the right pelitical element. Every one 


~ was there who counted in society, and, 


above all, F. H. Snow, they tell me, was 
an invited guest. I do not cite this ball | 
as an argument against the High Commis- 
sioner’s office, but as a comparison and — 
a contrast. Unless some justification can 
be given. that will satisfy the working ~ 
ccmmunity, I think that the Chief Officer 
of the High Commissioner’s office could 
do the work, as, in my opinion, he really 
does, while Mr. “Fisher wears the rosettes. 

Mr. Watr.—It was the representatives 
of the working community that appointed | 
a High Commissioner. 

Mr. YATES.—I admit that our party 
when in power did a lot of things which 
honorable members opposite say we did, 
and some of these things I should not 
have done myself. However, I commend — 
the Labour Government for sending one. 
of our own side Home, because it is so 
seldom that we have an opportunity to 
put any of our people into positions of 
the kind. The time may come again — 
when we shall have to fill the position if 
it continues to exist, but that does not 
interfere with my argument that the 
position is not justified’ As to tHe | 
Prime Minister and the Minister for the. 
Navy representing us at the Peace © ‘Con- : 
ference, we were not over-represented by ee 
them if we had to be represented at all; 
and I hope their work will reflect credit. 
on themselves, and be of benefit to Aus- _ 
tralia. It is ot the time to argue about — 
what they have done; but they have not a 
done what I went to fight for. Twent — 
to get the blood of those who made the ~ > 
war, and to see that they were left to _ 
lament. However, none of the top-dogs ~ 
have been killed up to now, though the _ 
Socialist leader, who stuck to his guns, 
went down, and is now kicking up the 
daisies. The whole question will have 


: % er 


norable member for Brisbane made out 
Pood case; and whatever trouble does 
arise in Australia will come, not 


only from the industrial classes, but - 
promises to- 


from the soldiers the 
whom have not been. honoured. 
‘But it will come without the bloodshed 
which has been witnessed in Russia, 
and we shall surely gain the _ bene- 
ficial results which those men fought 
for. Reverting to the High Com- 
missioner and the ‘‘ rosette ’’ business— 
when we look at the whole of the cost set 
down it represents a tidy sum; and all for 
what purpose? If it were going to con- 
fer on Australia anything like an adequate 
return for the expenditure I would not 
eriticise. But, on behalf of those who 
have to foot the bill, I call upon the Go- 
vernment to make clear exactly what the 
position is. 


Mr. WATT fGtlada = kcanr Prime - 


Minister) [11.17|.—The Government are 
loath to control or limit discussion. I re- 
mind honorable members, however, that 
there will be an excellent opportunity 
following upon this debate, for a general 
discussion of the policy of the 
Government; | refer to the mo- 
tion for the printing of the 
document containing the Ministerial 
proposals. If honorable members will 
assist the Government, we do not desire 
to avoid or abolish that debate. We 
want honorable members to have a 
reasonable chance to discuss the 
subjects therein referred to. But it 
should not be forgotten that, whatever 
Government may be in power, certain 
payments ‘have to be met. There are no 
politics in a Supply Bill. If honorable 
members opposite were here on the Trea- 


Supply Bill (No.1) [REPRESENTATIVES.] 1919-1920. ae 
j ‘ Cages Sa INSTR EA ST a enrages rea eee cp I NO at op - . — ; 


et 


sury bemehes—which God forbid—the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) or some one of his colleagues 
would now be trying to achieve what I 
um endeavouring to do, namely, to get 
money for the Publie Service. ee 

Mr. Tupor.—And_ honorable members 
oppcsite us,. who are now dumb, would 
be kicking up the biggest row with rere 


to the actions of those in power. 


Mr. WATT.—No, they would not be. 


doing that; they would be contributing 


to the education of those in occupation of ~ 
the Government benches, and, no doubt, | 
would be doing so in that classical way q 
that has distinguished them whenever 
they have chanced to be in op- ‘% 
position. There are certain payments 
due, whether we like it or not, next week; 
and I am quite willing to make this com- 
pact with honorable members, namely, 
that if before 3.30 p.m. to-morrow a 
they will permit this Bill to go on 
to the Senate, so as to allow public credit 
to be met within the time requisite under 
the Audit Aci, opportunity will be 
afforded for full discussion of Govern- 
ment business. I consent, therefore, now eS 
to the reporting of progress. 

Progress reported. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were preseitee! —— 
Papua—Annual Report—For year 1917- Leer 
Ordered to be printed. 


Sheepskins—British Imperial Government in 
accordance with Commonwealth Central 
Wool Committee for purchase of Shoei 
skins, 1917-18. - ca 

Public Service Act—Promotion of F. W. 
Arnold, Postmaster-General’s Department. 


House adjourned at 11.20 p.m. 
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